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January 12, 1953

Dear General:

We have a very interesting file in our office which originated
with a letter from your mother dated April 17, 1909, addressed to
Mr, E, H, Harriman, then President of the Southern Paclflc Company,
in which she spoke of a possible future for you outside of the Army.
Your mother espparently thought that future possibilities in the
Service were then not too bright, She spoke of you as belng 29
years of age, and a Lieutenant of Engineers, The file chows that
shortliy thereafter some of our officers talked to you about the
possibility of entering the railroad fleld.

If you should be interested in seeing the papers, I shall be

glad to bring them to your office at your convenience the first

time I am in New York.

Sincerely yours,

Criginal Signed
D. J. RUSSELL

General Douglas MacArthur,
waldorf-Astoria Hotel,

S0th Street and Park Avenue,
New York, N. X,

DJR

RECOMMEND FOR
SIGNATURE




File No. 089-HcA

Part 1

From April 17, 1909,
To

CLASSIFICATION: Rvws A Raesth R R O RBANT "25 1 QRARKS .

SUBJECT: DOUGLAS MacARTHUR.

(Formerly 0ld File No. 350)
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. Thomas Priece, LI
Secretery, Union Pacific System, T
39 Broadway, New York City. E &

Dear ur. Pries: H”E/

In eonneetion with our conversation over the telephone today, I hand you
herewith copy hhﬂlﬂhﬂmmﬂllﬂthmi to letter request of

. Arthur MaoArthur, dated April 11. 1909, upon Mr. B. H. Harriman, them President

of the thion and Southern Pacific Systems, that a place in the railroad organization
be found for her Son, Douglas Macirtinyr, grafuated from West Foint im Jume, 1903,
and in 1909 a First Lisutenant of Emgineers, U. S. Army; now a Oeneral in the Army:

The copy file enclossd terminates with letter from Charles f. Bates, May
1;, 1909. I understand from our comversation that your files, or thoss of President
Gray, eontain copy of letter from D. C. Puell of thion Pacific traffiec organization,

dated July 27, 1909, to W. L. Purk, then Ceneral Superintendent; also copy of Mr.

A. L. ¥ohler's letter July !:h 1909, to Mr. 7. Eruttsemitt, transmitting the

original Busll report.

Mﬁtluiﬂhmmthmm.t. B, U, Harriman and
hhr-nr-hnmrhthHMthl!ﬂﬁlﬂlﬂluimh!tuumhh
as a sort of Railroad Secretary. MIhmmlttuMIEnhlithhl
mm-tm.wu.mmm.mumm.mm
stationed in the Philippines. MNrs. Macirthur was spending a vacation in Japem %o
ﬂtihiﬂl‘ltﬂlhmlﬂl“dt-h- T™he ladiss of the Harriman family
-ﬂhm“.mmwmmuwmmu-nwurlmmm

ﬂlmmlmﬂmthnuﬁlthhi—nﬂlnw-tmmm




wr. Thomae Price, November 12, 1930.

. Marrian and teesdiate family were the gussts of Asbassador Oriscom at the
fegntion. 1 recall that after receipt of Mr. ibller's letter of Muly 27, 1909,
Ww. Druttechnitt (in the absence of Mr. farriman, them in Europe) after consulting
with Twige Lovett concluled that the proper course was to drop the subject of
eploymsat for Lisutensnt MacArthur. \hif}‘
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Tours veory truly, |
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UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
OREGON SHORT LINE RAILROAD COMPANY
OREGOMN-WASHINGTON RAILROAD & MAVIGATION COMPANY
LOS ANGELES & SALT LAKE RAILROAD COMPANY

39 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

THOMAS PRICE
SECRETARY

E. M. EINDLER
ASSIETANT SECRETARY

December

Confidential

Mr, Hugh Neill, Vice President,
Southern Pacific Company,
185 Broadway, New York, N, Y.
Dear Mr. Neill:-
Referring to your letter of November 12, 1930, and
subseguent communications between us concerning the file relating

to Mre. Arthur MacArthur's reguest upon Mr. Harriman in 1909 with

reference to her son: 1 hand you herewith copy of Mr. Gray's

letter to me of November 2l1lst, in which you will note that he re-

guests that I express his thanks to you for your kind assistance
in this matter,

Sincerely yours,

/ .
//—-%_M_‘M,/H_M

Secretary.

Take to San Francisco to be given to
¥Vr. Russell.
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New Chief of Staff Takes Office

General Douglas MacArthur at his desk
in Washington after he had been sworn
in as Chief of Staff of the U, S, Army,

succeeding General Charles P. Summer-
.l]], rr:lirrd_ Herald Tribuse—Acine




Form NY-1216 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
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2 .
City L//‘fji&f%‘}’f Date L/f?‘rf; ZI A3

MacArthur, wearlng the four stars of
GPII- Mﬂ(‘Arthllr & full general, called at ihe Whils

House to pay his respects to the Armv's

T k [F q ‘) l tommander, In chief, President Hoover,.
a eﬁ * e at l Douglas MacArthur (s fifty yvears old,

He 18 dashing, debonalr They eall him

As Chief of Staff|" s e =i

the son of a high-ranking general
e ——— In World War daye, .ldiers relate,
General MacArthur used to wander

L
New I.A"Hlil‘l' pFHIH‘II b}' Hur. through the trenches, even go into no
¥ i men's |and, armed only with a riding
IEF as IIIFII .il‘ﬂ‘l_"l-" {}ﬂ‘".':rﬁ quirt. Once he advanced between iwo
' ‘ant ' ¢ | American forces, both of which, nt
Witness L.ﬂllllflllL‘\“""“'”“:h night, mistook the other for the enemy
At the risk af his jife ne prevented =
Y i " ; hattia

| Pays Call on Mr, Hoover At West Point he was known as an
outstanding athlete, particularly as a
. ’ baseball plaver. In lnler life he has
I-""'lll"l'l"ﬂl'l'll‘ o hllll‘lillll‘ﬂl” l"- beett an ardent sporta followsy, -'
2 France anc Belglum have added Ltheir
“ Fﬂr[“l' 11[ nl“l}} q‘"-{lﬂlq |'r|-,|-1'!,| r'l.'-'!':'”q .-.E i'.""'l”r to ﬁl' D‘j'ltjll'-
Rulshed Bervice Cross and Detdnguished
By Tha United Press Service Medal Ceneral MacArthur re-
WABHINGTON, Nov, 21 Douglas | ®®lved from his own country, The

i SEVEN mliver star cltations for bravery
MacArthur, the natlon's youngest major | chich ndorn his dress tienie are aald

Eeneral. was proclalmed chief of stnfl to outnumber those of any other oMcer
of the United Btates Army today and ¢ e
nutomatically took the rank of full Ron of Lieutenant General
Renera LITTLE ROCK, Ark., Nov,
Cietiern]l MacArthur took the oath 1n Ceneral Douglas MacArthur, wh
Lhe poesence of Patrick J, Hurley, Sec- | office loday as Army chief of stalT
retary of War, and high military chiefs | Was born hiere on January 28 1881, H'.'
| The ceremonles were held in the A8g- | rather, Lisutenant General Arthur Mac.
draped oMee of the Becretary, where | Arthur, was commander of the olg
the strategy of America’s battles la miltary pos* here at that timme
been planned since Clvil War days '
“I will well and falthfully discharge
the duties of the office upon whieh 1
Am about to enter,” Ceneral MacAr-
thur recited in repeating the oath pd-
ministered by Major Edward A Kreger,
Ad Jutant CGeneral aof Lhe Army
Mr. Hurley stepped forward and
|-rm-]-rr1 the hand af Lhe new chisf,
who succeeded CGeneral Charlea P
Bummerali Genersl Sumpmisrall T &
farewel]l to the Army Ints vesterdny
| Y ol AFe Kuceeeding n Brillinni
I lel jer Ay Hurtey maid Bt v
| own brilliant record In The Armvy gives
:nrlnq-mrr ASFUFANCE Lhat vou wili L
hald 1ts high traditians
MR witeEr 15 AAE TR RTET] IR e JTat]
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EWSPAPIR CLIPPING

Pzp~cr /YES . f”“/é‘.‘lﬁit}r 7&“’"— /"f"ﬂ/ Date

The Chief of Staff

The office which General mw
%ill assume today is one that might well appall

the ablest execative minds which the country has
produced. The chief of staff of the United States
Army is the supreme milary head of the land |
defense system: under the Secretary of War he is the
technical expert chiefly responsible for the safely of |
the nation. Hiz office naturally involves a greal |
deal of routine work and can be discharged with-
out discredit in a routine way. But If he looks !
bevond routine he finds himself confronting broad |
guestions of policy—questions which expand with
the officer’s capacity to grasp them, and lor W hich |
&t best onlv imperfect solutions can ever be found. |

He Is the director of an organization whose
function it is to insure victory in war. The trouble
i that he does not know what kind of war, when
it will come or azainst whom it will be fought; hi:
arganizgation must be maintained at a high state
of efMiclency, but it can never be tested by experi
ence: while he has no control at all over the sums
with which the organization is maintained. Con-
oress says Iin effect you must give us an army
competent to fight any wars in which we may
involye the nation, and for this purpoze we will
allow vou so much money and not a cent more
This assignment is inherently an impossible one
For the amount we now spend on our army A
machine could be devized which would fight a very
«atisfactory war with a small or backward power
hut General MacArthur must also plan his machine
tn fight a war like that of 1914-'18, which presents
#n altogether different technical problem

Here I8 2 task which can be

ories of bad mpromise It

uch things as the rapid change
technlogue alwavs going on, it i com)
haps more seriously by the Immediats
needs and requirements of Congres=men
nomle condltions, by the shifts ana
publle opinlon which will never thini
policles or conduct its business on
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(hy P.kA.)
ADIEU! —
(Gen. Charles I,
Summeral
played taps to
his military
career yester-
dav. Retiring
as chief of
staff of the
United States
army, he bade
farewell to
officers at this
last inspection

, it Fort Myver,
BREY Gen.
Douglas Mac-
" ATTHUF, Who
gucceeds him
ag head of the
country’'s land
forces, will
take the ocath

tn:ht Y.
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Paper

Farewell Salute
To Summerall
Fired by His Son
From Peesident to Clerk

Washington Pays Tribute
to Army Chiel of Stafl

He Retires ATter 12 Years

“hlt:in-- MoArthn "*nur--nl-
te the Rank of General

-;!:Ef“f Iljl'j

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

7K vheteer & City M S Ll A Date

His Last (Mficial Review as Head of the Army
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NEW YORK, November 13, 1930.

ADHD

'- 'ﬂl_l P.I'I.H. : m'!_ﬁw
Secretary, Union Pacifiec System, \ NEW YORR
39 Broadway, New York City. e

In eomnection with our eonversation over the telephone today, and

k¥
supplementing my letter to you of November 12, 1930, I hand to you herewith,

{n duplicate, copy of letter dated Omsha, Nebraska, July 21, 1909, addressed
$o Mr. ¥. 1. Park, Oenersl Superintendent, Union Pacifie Railroad Company,
signed D. C. Buwell, which letter was sritten as a result of Mr. Busll's

eall upon Lisutenant Douglas MeArthur, U.S.A., at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

HUCH NEILL.
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July 27, 1909,

Nr, J.Kruttschnitt,

Direotor of Maintenance and Operation,

Chiocago, I11,

Dear Sir:

Relative to the matter of furnishing young MoArthur employment
to whioh you called our attention while in Omaha,

We sent our Mr, Buell to see Lisut, MoArthur, who makes the following

report, He evidently does not wish to engage in the railroad business;
feels that he is too 0ld to take up a new line,

Yours very truly,

| (18t EHL




CHARLES H. BATES
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
WESTORY BLDG., 14Th AND F 3TS. N W
WARAHINGTOMN, D C

TELFPHONES OFFIEE, MAIN §7F
EEVIDENCE MORTH 108

CONFIDFNTIAL

-
i

. Kruttsenmitt
Director of . &

hicego,
Dear Sir:
T received
Lieutenant Douglas laclirthur,U.S.A.

From dats in my offd [ #4nd thent ientenant lacirthur wes born
in Arkensas, Jenuary 26, 1880, and wes &ppointe to the lNilitary Acadeny
from Wisconsin. His vearious cormmics 1 | .tes of came have been as
follows:

Cadet lilitary Acadeny June 13, 1899
Becwnn-L.rut, Engineers,June 11,1903
Pirst-Lieutenant April 22, 1904.

He was graduated from the Engineer School 1908. Some

duty I find to have been &8s follows

At lianila - - « - = = September, 1904
A dC to Lie -Gen.lacArthur, 7
Weshirngton ﬂrrra"Lq,u.E..Atril

The above information is complete except as 1o various
duty. If you
it r you without attracting

i

Lime.




CHARLES H. BATES
ATTORMNEY-AT-LAW
NESTORY BLDG., 147H AND F ST N W

WASHINGTON, D. ©

FELEREONES SFFEET, EAS @77
aEDESCEF SOETHE 338

Lieut. Douglas MacArthur,U.S.A.

May 5, 1909.
Mr. J. Eruttscehnitt,
Director of M.& O
Chicago, 111.
Dear Sir:

Supplementing my letter to you of yesterday I would state
that I find (what I believed to be true before) that Lieut.
MacArthur is son of Lieut.=General lMacArthur,U.3.4A., &and that
his places of duty since graduating from the liilitary Academy
have been ag follows:

In the Philippines; at the Presidio,S8an Francisco as Alde-de-
Camp to his father; &t Washington Berracks and while there de-
tailed as Military Aide to President Roosevelt; at Milwaukee,
Wis. under Major Judson; and that his present duty is at Fort
Leavenworth.

This O0fficer's record at the War Department for efficiency
and conduct is most excellent. 1 understand there hes been only
one question as to his cenduet at any time and that was due to &
disinclination on his part to accept a detall of service whiceh
he considered not to accord fully with his dignity after being
Militery Alde to the President. This however has not impsired
his standing whatever with the War Department but brought about

an insistence on his performing the duty assigned him and since

then the experience is believed to have proven greatly for his




S

good.

0f course the foregoing has been obtained, ant

entirely in confidence and no one's name has been

me in connection with the purpose for which I vished The

Yours truly,




CHARLES H. BATES
‘ ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
WESTORY BLDG., 14TH AND *® ATS. N W
WASHINGTOMN, D. C

FELERHOMES  OFFICE, MAIN &TT
RERIDENCE, NORATH IR

; /
CONFIDIITI AL Ltk (AT _
e — s it s (- - T R

Mey 18, 1909.

¥r. J. Eruttschnitt,

Direotor of laintenance & Operation, ,-/
Union Padific SysteneJoulhern Puaifie Company,
ghicago, 111,

Dear 3ir:
X

Your lettrr of May 6th orossed in the mail my letter of Loy 5th
which geve you more details in this matter. I mipght add, however,
that I mderstend this young offiecer's habits, build, eto., are ex-
aellent so far &8 I Lrve been adle to leoarm, and I think thet 1f they

were otherwins the Imovwlaedge of 1t wovld have,come T0 me.

Yougs traly, ,/

r

/
A A




CONFINDENTIAL.

attract ® attention, whare

ngineers, U,.85.Army, who graduated
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Subjeet Application: Mrs. Arthur MacArthur for ner son, Douglas.

‘- UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY.

EXECUTIVE OFFICES,

Fon wpoii v renl I ||l-."--".-'.l-ha-

ALEX, MILLAR, SgcmETamy 190 BROADWAY
_|r-IF.- F ri

R, HELLEMN, ApsssTanT SPCRETARY

NEW YORK, April 28Tth, 1909,

J. Kruttschnitt, Fsq.,
Director of laintenance and Operation,
135 Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois.
Dear 5ir:

By direction of Mr. liarriran, 1 enclose

i

nerewith letter from Mrs. Arthur lacArthur, (wife

of General MacArthur, T believe), regarding her
son, Douglas llacArthur, a First Lieutenant of
Fngineers in the United States Army. 'r, larri-
man would like vou to look up his record and hab-
its, and see if it would be possible Lo

man with such an education into our

I enclose a Iy of tl reply 1 have

MacArthur,

I would be glad to do anything I could
to aesigt in this matter, butl we really have nt
affiliations with army men here and should not
know which wavy to turn to find out about Lieuten-
ant MacArthur,

very truly,
@ 4 o & i A
A2 :l _ P LA

:{D-::I:C] L] HPFI"P tala.:l' .
Encl. 1iled next attached.




Application: lirs, Arthur lae Arthur for her song Douglas,

April 25th, 19090,

I

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPn

Mre. Arthur MacArthur,
76 larshall Street,
1{ilwaukee, Visoonain,
Daar Madam:

Nr. larriman directr wo Lo acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 17th inctant, re-
surding your son, !Mr, Douglas MaeArthur, and he is
making inquiry throush our Yegtern of {'l¢ors Lo ooe
\f thare is any pomition which could be offerad nim,
1 may say, nowaver, that unlecs = man of hie years
nas had sore rreliminary training in rallroad work,
it would be very difficult for him to rake a connec=
tion which would be at all satisfactory in view of
his previous training and station in 1life.

Yours very iLruly

-

L]

Aj . W e
- 1

l||

o i

Decralary.




AT ENDARD
A-08-ghpnnn

Foss @100

o~

*{ V. UNION PACIFIO RAILROAD COMPANY

IN MEFLY FLEASE BEFEN T

Omaha, l(eb., July

rark ,
Feneral ''up rintendent,

'maha, llebraska.

Beg lecave to make the following re
view lLieut. Douglas leArthur, stationed at Leavenwvor

t4daut. cArthur knew nothing whatever of any plans to pet

him into rallroad service. vas much suroprised and a 1little annoyed

to think that we had been put to the trouble of coming down there.

la feels that in view of *the fact that ig training and experlence have

lines it would be npoor policy for hi amnt

.l.|‘

111 been along army

to braneh off into some other service where he would of nececsity have

ta atart in almoset at the bottom and work up apain.

W e

ig mother and father are personally acquainte
riman. He has met lr. Harriman, himself,
about r. Kruttschnit nd does nof
ir. Kruttschnitt personally. t 18 evidently a case
wants to zet har son out of the army, and not where the 80N

on pettine out himself, and you can say that Lieut. lcArth

nalcing

to his own statement, is not desirious ¢

that he feels we would be Justified in o

L,ieut. lecArthur is anrarently 3£ or

good bearing, very mich Of rontleman, well liked D)y h an and fel

offieers, graduate of st Point, makes a specialty of explosivi

Company hold "orld's record for construction of pontoon bridres.

1 I j* 1 i | e '-I'. .l T’ Fr e -:I":". .y E
tcaching his specialty of explosives in The Lovernment {lita
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\11- OTi1cers at Fort Leavenmworth.
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UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM

..‘... " ] l.'l_.".-'1 ..-

Carl R. Gray 1416 Dodge Street *

President Omaha, Nebraska November 21, 1930. _
' B ad Iin date ordaer accordinugly;

Mr, Thomas Price,
Secretary,
New York.

Dear Mr. Price:-

Your confidential letter of November 13th came just as
I was leaving for the East and I did not then have time to look
over the file. 1 have since read it with great interest, and
am very glad, indeed, to have 1it.

It is interesting to note that Mrs. MacArthur felt that
there was no future for her son in the army in 1909, and yet in a
little over 21 years he ie Chief of Staff of the United States
Army, and the chief military figure of the nation, with the full
rank of General (four stars). General MacArthur is very sensitive,
and it is my intention to keep these papers in a private file so
there will be no possibility of the story finding its way into

public print.

‘g Won't you please thank Mr. Neill for his kind assistance?

Yours very truly,

(8igned) C. R. GRAY













