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1 am herein e:
10l whichh wo desire
the end of this month, with two cori
takKen on the ocassion when thies res
nis reeclution ie being printed
O you Dy & committee of our
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laking advuntage of thie opportunity, I beg leave,
sir, to re jueet that you pleasé interceed go that the
peresong listed in the herein attached comrunication be
appointed special agents of the Fulliprine Constabulary
to work as an orgnnization without compenegation for the
suppreeagion of rmdical subersgive movemente of communist
and socinlist fienders who intend to plint a seed of
dizcontentment between landlbrde and ten:nt:

L® and betwee
laborers and capitsl in the provinces of ¢ central
luzon. Thie men are all ex-service men of the United
gtates Army, mostly retired soldiers, receiving mont
peneions from the United Stutee Govermment., It ig th
dcegire of these, our men, to be ol gome gervice to
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GEN. HENRI ]. E. GOURALUD . DANIFL 1. GLOSSARFENNER . GEMN, DOUGLAS MAC ARTHUR
United States

F rance Indiana

Ziai nbow ‘Division “Ueterans

S

FILMER F. NEAGLF
Room 1410
House (OMhce Building
Washingron, . (

HESNRY C. WOOD
Bovs' Industrial School
Birmingham. Ala.
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bWew York

1OE CARIDND

T a

oM HOWARD
Minos

ALRAFET HOYT
1792 W. 152nd 51
Cleveland., Ohio

CARRETT W. OLD5
735 Bankers Trust Bldg
Indianapolic, Ind

REV. JOHN A. CALLAN
Stillwarer, (cla

HEMNRY J. REILLY
District of Colombia

STEVERSDOM BMASSDN
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1AMES B, THIGPEN
Alshama
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THE PHILIPPINES IN THE WORLD TODAY
By MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM C. RIVERS, U. S. Army, Retired

An Address on Radio Station WMCA - New York City, November 7th, 1939

I served the most unusual period of time, eleven consecutive years, in the Philippines. During nearly all
this time 1 was loaned by the Army to the local Philippine government for duty with the Filipino Constabulary,
of which 1 was later the Chief. |1 was well acquainted with the Filipinos because 1 lived with my family in many
parts of the Islands and had occasion to work in all the 25 provinces and visited every town of any importance in
the whole of the Archipelago.

I believe the existing law of our Congress granting independence to the Filipinos on July 4, 1946, ought to
be carried because the great mass of the people desire the independence for which they gallantly fought Spain and
the United States some six years, and because we promised the Filipinos independence. A prominent member of
the Assembly at Manila recently introduced a resolution asking that Congress re-examine the question of independence.
The measure was defeated by a vote 53 to 7. 1 believe also that the Independence Act can be carried out—that
the people are capable of governing themselves and will get along well, if continued trade privileges are granted the
Islands for a few years after independence.

Several objections to Filipino independence are constantly heard. One is the widely publicized statement by
some of the gentlemen, Americans and Filipinos, who own or represent the powerful sugar interests at Manila.
These people assert that the Filipinos are not prepared for independence. Philippine sugar and other products now
enter American ports free of 3111 duty. They thus compete with the products of American farmers at home here
If the Philippines are independent, such products will pay duty at our ports. Another assertion so frequently pub-
lished, is Japan will at once seize the Islands when we inaugurate the Republic of The Philippines in 1946. The
proposal to fortify the island of Guam was part of the effort to have the people of the United States permanently
hold the Philippines as a dominion and to be thus permanently responsible for defending the far-off archipelago.

Then there is the allegation that in freeing the Philippines we would give up a possession of great economic
value to the United States; that Philippine natural resources only await development; and the plea, do not scuttle,
and so on. Christian white men were in the Philippines developing the natural resources in 1571—halt a century
before Plymouth Rock. As to scuttling, a number of Japanese in farmers' dress began walking through some of
the provinces to the south of Manila, selling candy to the Filipinos. This was in 1907. These Japanese made no
secret that they were soldiers on leave of absence from a regiment of topographical engineers stationed on nearby
Formosa. Our cruisers—Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvania—Ileft at once for Hawaii. They merely added to
the strength of our fleet by adding to its unity at Hawaii

Japan will not divide her armies and fleet in the effort to annex the Philippines. In any event, Japan is bound
to obtain much of the trade in the Islands. Japan is so near and the goods the Japanese make for the Filipinos are
very inexpensive. It would be dangerous for Japan to divide her own forces in the face of the great Russian forces
near Japan at the North. Japan does not desire to see Russia communize China.

General Douglas MacArthur, Field Marshal of the Filipino army at Manila, wisely stated not long ago—"It has
been assumed, in my opinion erroneously, that Japan covets these Islands. Strategically, possession of these Islands
would introduce an element of weakness in the Japanese Empire. It would split that Empire into two parts, separated
by a broad stretch of almost 2,000 miles of ocean. And between the two parts of Japan would lie its present military
enemy, China.”

Colonel McNutt, recently our Commissioner at Manila, has frequently stressed the possible trade advantages
for the United States in the Philippines and in China and in the Orient. It is no secret that our trade with the
Philippines has been a disappointment. We buy from the Islands nearly double the amount we sell to the Philippines
The Philippines represent in reality an economic liability and a strategic liability.

| have walked for days and weeks in the Philippine jungles and mountains. I have been rowed slowly up
most of the great rivers in Luzon, Mindanao and other parts of the Islands. The Philippines never raise sufficient
rice for their own people. The cost of sugar production is far greater than the cost of producing sugar in nearby
Java. BEven our Army has to buy Java sugar for the American soldiers on duty at Manila. The Philippines lack oil,
rubber, usable coal and genuine hard woods. The great forests are of soft woods. The present high price of gold
makes gold mining again profitable; yet we are never told the cost at which the metal is produced

Our chief interest in the Far East—now that independence has been promised the Filipinos—is our trade with
Japan. This is favorable to us and amounts to much more than our trade with China and the Philippines combined.
Our trade with Japan is next to that with our two chief customers, Britian and Canada. The favorable balance
of $100,000,000 a year to the United States on its trade with Japan about compensates for the unfavorable balance
on our total trade with the twenty nations to the south of the United States

As to the defense of the Philippines, Colonel McNutt has often said that in spite of the unfavorable world
conditions he believes that no naval or military protection will be required for the dominion, if we keep the Islands;
that the American flag will be ample protection. Our expert naval authorities have formally expressed wiews con-
cerning this which are different from thoze of Colonel McNutt
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Admiral Leahy, the chief of operations of the navy, made last winter to the Naval Committees of Congress
the most exhaustive analysis of the general strategy of the north Pacific ocean we have had in the forty years of our
control of the Philippines.

Among the measured and official judgments of the Admiral were the following: “The defensive line of the
American Navy at the present time reaches from the, Aleutian Islands to the Hawaiian lslands, to Samoa and to the
Panama Canal.” Also, “The Navy which America now has and the Navy which it will have when it is increased
by the authority in this bill will be seriously inadequate to the task of sending a naval force to the Philippines. |
said it would require at least three times this amount of increase of our Navy and | doubt if we could (send a naval

force to the Philippines) with three times the increase ™

The United States can neither attack Japan nor defend the Philippines save with a fleet 80 colossal in size that
its cost would wreck even the strongest and richest of nations. The press often gives Japan credit for the capacity
to perform feats which are in my judgment beyond the power of Japan. It is a compliment to the skill of the
Japanese to say that Japan can take such places as Singapore, the Netherland Indies and even Australia. However,
in my judgment Japan can not capture and hold those places

The number of Japanese residents of the Philippines has been as high as 20,178-—in a population of 15,000,000
Filipinos. Some 5,000 of these Japanese have returned to Japan since the start of the war in China,

In carrying out our promise to grant independence to the Philippines | am convinced we are not at all giving
up a possession which is an asset. We have greatly aided the Filipinos, but our work in the Islands is at an end.
’I%e unprecedented generosity of the people of the United States is shown by the fact that the Federal Trgasury at
Washington has spent $2,000,000,000 in the Philippines--for putting down the insurrection, keeping at MAnila ad
ditional warships and American soldiers, building the two residences for our Commissioner in the lslands, maintaining
for forty years the transport service across the Pacific and for other purposes

A most important thing to bear in mind is that if the American fleet is to be alert in the Pacific, ready to
go to the defense of the far away Philippines, it is evident that we can not be in a position to render any effective
or useful aid to the South American Countries on the Atlantic coast

The United States should recollect that we have no territory in Asia proper and no political interests at all
in Asia. The United States is not the guardian of Asiatic morals; we are not going to interfere in Asiatic affairs.
We emphatically assert that the future of the American continents shall be settled by the people who live on these
continents. It is not only inevitable but it is highly proper that the future of Eastern Asia E\all be settled by the
people who live in Eastern Asia—by the Japanese, L".‘Eim-m- and Russians,

The assertion is being frequently made at the present moment that the United States is the normal guardian
of British and Prench interests in the Far East. There 1s no basis at all for any such assumption. Britain and France
control great areas of Chinese territory which they took by force of arms from the Chinese, Why should any
person assume that the people of the United States are in any way or manner respongible for protecting the control
of Britian or of France over these arcas they took from the Chinese people?

I mention in conclusion that 1 am opposed to the Pittman Resolution. This Resolution is pending now before
the Senate and will be pressed in January. It gives the President the power to stop or restrict trade with Japan. This
is to be done by the President because of Japan's invasion of China, when Japan is one of the signers of the Nine
Power Treaty to respect the integrity of China. [ feel that the power given to our President by this proposed Pittman
Resolution amounts almost to the power to make war on another country. The Resolution makes no provision for
arbitration or any other plan for getting the facts in the case. When one country places an embargo on such things
as go to provide food and clothing for the people of another nation, the latter nation it liable to feel that such
action partakes of the nature of warfare on its inhabitants. The reply to such embargos may be by way of reprisals
Japan could easily make reprisals by dropping air bombs on Manila

My own view has been all along that our government has on the whole somewhat aided Japan in Japan's
unjustified attacks on China. If our President at Washington had at once put our own Neutrality Law as it then
existed into effect-—when Japan first invaded China--that Neutrality Law of ours would have kept our merchants
from selling to Japan any arms or war munitions—and bombs, shells, airplanes, etc

In any event, the differences between our government and that of Japan should be settled by mutual consultations
on both sides, and not by single-handed action of one of the nations. Any person can if he likes ask by means of a
postal card to Senator Pittman, Washington, D.C., for a copy of his Resolution, The name of it is Senate Joint
Resolution Number 123. I feel the Pittman Resolution is perhaps the most important measure before our people
just at this time; all should study that Resolution.

An experienced statesman once made a wise remark about fortifying distant places. Lord Salisbury was more
than once at the head of the British government. He sent the following message by cable to Cromer, the British Agent
at Cairo, in Egypt, about some places Kitchener, head of the Egyptian Army, desired to have fortified—"T would not
be too much impressed by what the soldiers tell you about the strategic importance of these places. It is their way.
If they were al owed full scope, they would insist on the importance of garrisoning the Moon in order to protect

us from Mars.”

R40 Grand Concourse, New York City




i

- ’
J INSURANC . BONDS
. Flire, H.ﬂ“l. Enrthquake, 'l:,phnfn slnsa, Accident Firearm . Contract, Customs, Fidelity, Varlous

Fidelity and Surety Company of the Philippine Islands

MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
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Commonwealth of the Philippines
Department of Labor
IMMIGHATION DIVISION

Manila

MO P —

Bond No,

APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF BOND

The S8eretary of labord
Application is hereby made for the extension of bond

No« _geipops--0010d the _ day of s yfor an

additional period of - wonths commenting with the date

of the last expifatibn theretfs Ih conbideration of this

extention, we hereby hold ourselves liable to the Government

of the Philippine Islands, as principal and sureties, in the

sum of " — Pcsos (9 — ._}
the extended time to expire on the __ day of __ ___ . .

Signed, sealed, and
delivered in the presence of!

Secretary




ir. Engraclo fa''re
Asst, Chief, [nuisration Pivision

Department of La or, ‘anila




ﬁan:nmﬂnuiél .
bt the Philippines

Bepurtitent of Tabor

Mﬁjﬁlﬂﬂﬂl

November 7, 1839

Gen. Douglas MacArthur
l Calle Victoria
Manila

Sir:
This is to inform you that the time allowed for

the temporary stay of LOH CHIU, a Chinese amah now in

your employ, expires to-day. If you still need the
services of said amah, it is necessary that the request
for the extension of her stay here in the Islands be

filed with the corresponding new bond.

Very respectfully,

JOSE AVELINO
Secretary of Labor

Bys i :
o/

ENGRAC[O
Assistant Chief
Immigration Division
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INSURANCE . . BONDS
Fire, Marine, Earthquake, Typhoon, ilass, Accident Firearn i, Contract, Customs, Fidelity, Various

Fidelity and Surety Company of the Philippine Islands

MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Dctober 72

d en. Douglas kac. .rthur
c/o kanila Hotel, Manila

Dear Jir:

On Nav 27, 1929 we filed at your request
a bond for ¥1,6700,00 in behalf of Iloh CLhul
which bond will expire 1lovember 6, 1959, If this
{mmigrant is still in the islands and will continue
to stay here beyond the expiration of the bond, it
will be necessary to arrange in advance for an exten-
sion of either six months or a jear unless =hc has been
grahted permission to stay without bond, For this rea-
son, we suggest that you get in touch with us at least
one week before the expiration of the bond so that we
may be able to take the necessary steps for its extension,

However, if the immigrant has already left the
{gslands or a bond is no longer required, we shall appre-
ciate your informing us to this effect so that we may be
able to take the necessary steps to have the bond in
question cancelled in our books.

Yours very truly,

>




‘resident
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I, Contract, Customa, Fidelity, Varlous

Fidelity and Surety Company of the Philippine Islands

MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

On april 25, 194t
for ¥#1,000400 for
ur bond expired
f'or extensicon
. Leh Chuil ha:
a3 heen T'1led
lapds
Cepartur:s
..'Irl- ,t-'-
us te¢ btain




