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I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDt 20 AUG. 75

Guerrilla groups emerged in Leyte shortly after Japanese occupation,
Groups of Filipinos with various motives vanded together as local police or
vigilante groups, motivated by a desire to maintain peace and order to protect
the peoplej or, as bandit groups, motivated by greed, terrorized and prayed
upon the people. The various groups maintained separate and distinet organi-
zations and jealousy and strifec were rampant. They @l1 possessed the same hatred
and contempt for the Jap. Circumstances compelled the groups to band together
for their mutual protcetion, As time passed, the stronger guerrilla units
absorbed the weaker either by foree or by coneiliation, and gradually there
lcveloped from this nucleus a relatively orderly and effective organization,
which was formalized by GHQ recognition.

All the guerrillas avow that their primary purpose is to help the civilians
to maintain peace and order, to check the Japanese from abusing the civilians,
The guerrillas have undertaken the restoration of eivilian government and have
taken steps to placc the administration of justiec and the government in civilian
hands. The _g_.ut.rrill:. leadcrs, as a general poliey, only intervene in canmmunal
activities, insofar as they relate to military matters in all its phases .

II. HISTORY OF CRIGINAL GUERRILLA GROUES:

BALDEARIAN Group: Organized under the leadership of Bvi. Col. Ale jandro
BALDERIAN, former 2nd Licut, who fought in Pangasinan with the 9lst Division,
Upon the surrender of his unit he fled to Rizal Provincc and was attached to
units there. Later he went to Leyte and joined forees under the cammand of Col,
CORMELL, When Col., CORNELL surrendered, BALDERIAN took supplies iram a camp at
Jaro and organized guerrillas into o Jiéiuian covering northern Leyte, with
himself as division eommander, The group was well known for its exploitvs,
BALDERIAN joined forces with Col. KANGLEON in mid-j3 and his Aivision formed
he 95th Regiment of the Leyte guerrilla forees reorganized by KANGLEON, with

BAILDERIAN as CO,

CENTINO Group: (Erevet) Majors Cirlaco CENTINO and Isabelo CENTINO

are father and son, recspectively, Ciriaco CELTINO was formerly a FA soldier in

the guerrilla unit commanded by Sgt TERRAZA and Sgt Antonic JUAN. When both
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said Sgts were killed in action, CENTINO took some of the unit's men and formed
nte unit., Isabelo CLITINOG was formerly a member of Col. Alejandro Bill-

s units When BLLDERIAN reorganized the sector, BALDERIAN assigned the son,
Isabelo, as leader of some of his (BAIDERIAN's) own soldiers with the soldiers of
Cirdaco CENTINO. Both Cirisco and Isabelo are unschooled eivilians. Their arca
canprises the ME Leyte arca towns of Jaro, Pastrana and Palo., The unit has
apparently always subordinated itself to the BALDEKRIAN group.

CINCO Group: Organized by discharged USAFFE soldier, intcnio C. CINGO,

the rank of Colonel., After the surrender, CINCO worked for the
and later vas diseovered os
They were about to execute him when he eseaped. He formed a
guerrillas in the arca comprising the tovns of Tanauan, Dagami, Tclosa and un-
oceeupied portions of Burauen, Dulag and La Paz. CINCO later joined forces under
KANGLECN and the unit became the lst Battalion, 95th Regiment, with CINCC as CO.

=i

JANG-JAIN Group: Southern Leyte was formerly organized into a "Southern

ILeyte Gueriilla Warfare Unit®* undcr the leadership of Bvt Lt. Gordon A, LaNG,
LANG vas a yeoman in the USN who arrived in Leyte prior to the order of surrender.

went to southorn Leyte to join other Americans there and took cammand of a
group of unsurrendered soldier guerrillas. Through his leadership and bravery,
he was acclaimed leader of the scuthern leyte area,

Bvt Mo jor Porfirio E. JAIN, formerly with the cadre at Catarman,

Semar, and Lt. Jose NAZARENCO in the meantime organized a group on Panaon Island,
JAIN escaped to Ponaon Island at the time of the surrender. Bvt Major JAIN later
tock over LING's organization and subscquently joined foreces with Col, E/NGLECN,
This combined unit beecame the 94th Ruginment of the Leyte forees reorganized by
IGINGLECON with Bvt Major JAIN as CO,

MIRANDA Group: These puerrillas originally ecntrolled the area in north-

western Leyte, from Palonpon south to Baybay, and were under the leadership of
Bvt Brigadier Gencral Blas MIRUNDA (alias Colonel ERIGUEZ). He was formerly a
licutenant in the USLAFFE, PC. Hc lisregardcd the order of surrender and eseaped

tc the mountains behind Omace where he pyroeceded to organize a gucrrilla unit,

MIRINDA refused to j~'ill any of the UL r1*i l1la forces on leytc, and furthormore

refused to join KINGLEON aftur the latter vas appointed Leyte Lrea Camander .
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MTUNDA mantained reguler eontact with C lonel FERALTA, Comaander of the 6th

Military Distriet, and was sirong ly Lufluenced by him. Not long after KiG-
appointacnt as Leyse .rea cormander, MIRANDA and Evt Colonel lareos
SOLIMAN (1st Licut, 85th Inf, FL), his Chief of Staff, and other leadcers fled
to Bohol, This was reported in January 1944 and it is belicved the group dis-
persed as = result of heavy Jap reinfcerecement cf the Urmoe area. 1t appears
¢hnt MIRLIDA's organization has ecllapsed and that RANGLEON has rcorganized
the perscnnel of this area intc the gbth Reginent of the Leyte Comand, Bvt
Brig. Gen. Elas Ml has killed oony I : prisoncrs of war on the pretext
that they were paid spies « h  PENCE wut netually he regarded anyone who
surrendcred o traitor. T:iis was his principal cbjection Col. FuNGLECN,
In both scuthcrn and northern Leyte, surrcndered Filipino soldiers captured
by the guerrillas have not been killed but interned.

PLARILONA Group: Orgonized under the lendership of Bvt Lt. Col. Filencn

PAEILONL, FABILON. was irst Szt with the Leyte Provisional Reginment
£ Col. CORNELL. At the order of surrender he refuscd and esct] to the
aountains. He then joined a guerrilla unit under

also of the Leyte Provisional Rogiment. OS5g%t TEARLAZA

ancther Sgt by name Antonio JULN as

action. Subsequently the unit was dividedj I : he men followed Sgt.
PLEILONA and the other part followed €3 St PABILCNA'S unit
inereased in size ard | = th ceomized leader of one secicr,
The area coaprised the vrs of San Migucl, Babatngon, iAlangalcng and W cccupled
portions of Taclocban. FABILONA later attaehel his unit tc ¥ . MNGLECN's forecs as
the 2nd Battalion of the 95th Regiment and remained CO of the Unit.

PAMANILN Group:s Under the leadership of Dvt Lt. Col. Felix PAMLNILN,
formerly a T/Sgt attached to Leyte Provineinl Repiment, After the surrender of
USAFFE fcorees he escaped to the Mgount Capcocan area in northern Leyte and £ rmed
a small band of pguerrillas whieh harassed Japancse 1and transport in the vieinity.
This group was later joined by units frau Biliran Island forecs under Capt. C.
CORPIN. Captnin CORFIN, formerly" of USAFFE, fought in Pnngasinan and Bataan
and orpanized the smll proups of* guerrillas ¢ xisting on Biliran, CORPIN wa
lnter made Assistant G-3 in KINGLEON's staff. DAMANLAN eventunlly joined forees

under KWNGLEON and his unit beeange the rd pEattnlicn
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reained the CO.

[II. COL KANGLEON /D THe LEYTE .RE. COMLDND:

/s gpuerrilla crgnnizations developed in the Fhilippines and the

cormands of the varicus islands beeame nore firmly entrenched, muerrilla cane

sanders wore appointed and arca ecommands designated Dy GH] in the Visayas,

Mindanac and Sulu, Ruperto K. KiNGLEON energed as the strongest gud rrilla
leader or Leyte, and cn 21 October 1943, KIGLEGN was appointed Leyte iArea

Coamandcr,

Celonel Ruperto K. KaNGLEON, ASN 0-1059, is a veteran of 27 years scrvice

in the Philippine 4rmy, groduste of the Philippine Aendemy and General Service
S5chood, was District Commander, 3rd MD, 1938, District Commander 9th MD, 1938~
41, CO Blat Infantry before cutbreak of the wvar. KiINGLEON surrcndcred in the

surrender was given. The Japancse

lctnined hin in the BPutuon Fri Canp, from whieh | sezped in Deeember 1942

last week of Moy 1942 wh

returned to his property in south Leyte

durimg a pguerrillas raid on the toon. H

and was there ecntacted an! persunded to unify Leyte-Samar guerrills units.

n Leyte except the MIRANDA unit whieh later

He sugceeded in unifying all units

CN wa roixoted i Lt, Col. tc Colonel 1 Oetober 1944 «

KIIGLECN

mnintained elose liaison with Colonel Wenuell
W. FEATI®, Distriet Cormander of the 10th MD. The two leaders cxchange in-

formation and personnel. Cdonel FERTIG dispatched 10th oD offieers, Lt. (JG)

: aren command, Lt. St. John

J. D« RICHARDSON, as liaison offieer to the Leyte
and Lt, Truman HEMINGRAY to assist in the devclopment of Leyte radio camunieaticns.

ek

Colenel KIMNGLEON's guerrilla foree includes all Leywe fuerrilla units

and nunmbers approximately 5,200, organized knovnm as the 92nd Division

See Mol 1:| . The leyte area eaywnnd forees have eatablished a woll developed

dio network (See Mhp 2) and s have becn dispatched to this Tore
DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LTR O8

rogularly, 20 AUG. 75

IVe OURGINIZATION AND FLidsONNEL JuBS 1GIwdkdl T THE LEYTE AREA COMMIND:

LEYTE ARE. COMANDER (92nd Div):
CO - Colonecl Ruperto K. KANGLEON, Headquarters i

wountains west of barric Dulae on the east coast of Leyte, north of

1oeatcd in the

Hingntungnr, Point (125%09' L, 10°36' N),
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LEYTE iikh HQ) STALFF (organized 1943):

1 lﬂf cnlisted men

HQ strength: 23 cfficers

G-1 Lt.

Loreto MIC.EEL

G=2 Capt. Ralph J. POSONCUY, a Chinese rmestizo of Carigara,

Leyte. Possesses knowledge of radio and photography,
and reported as practising dentistry in March 1944 «

Lt L] D::if.i'_ |'|

. Higino M. CAEILING, 4AC, attached to G-2,

ilfcnso JAYME (Major)

™%

Capt. Cresencio CORPIN

Mojor Martin JAEELOSA

Insp. Gen, Lt. Col. Louis QUINTERO, Retired member of the

M |

Philippine Constabulary. Suffering from infirmities

of old age. In March 1944 it was reported that he

surrendered to the Japanese in order to gain freedam

for his family.

Judge Advoecate: Capt. F.

REGIMENT (Mid-1943

FERNANIES

report):

Strength Oct "44:

CO

1st Bn, CO
Company A
Company E
Company C

-

sid Bn, CO
Company E
Company F
Company G i
95th REGIMELT (Mid-1943
Strength Oct "4l
(H

lst Bn, CO

e ;
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":‘.-i"?.l]'-f!i|'|_? B

71 officers 1,210 enlisted men

Or

Major JAIN, Hg Sogod

Mo jor FRANC 15C0, Hq Malitbog
Hy Sogod

Hg Liloan

Hy Malitbogg

Ma jor DEGRA.CIA, Hq Bato

Hq Bato
Hq Baybay

lq abuyog

report)s

78 officerss and 954 enlisted men
Col., EALDE.R1AN, HQ Dagamd

Mn jor Antonaio CILWCO, Ho Dagomd
Hg Jaro

Hq Alangalamng

485,




SEerET
Conpany Hq Pastrana
CO Col. FABILONA (clias Sgt Filemun PABILONA),
Hog San Mipuel
Hqa San Mipuel
Hq Pastrana

Hy la Paz

Lt. Col, FPAMANL1AN, Hq Capooean

caapany K
ipany L

96TH REGILENT;

Strength Oct '44 : 7 officers and T10 enlisted nen
rceent repert indiecates that the Leyte irca Cammand ha
Heriment in northwestern Lceyte. It is believed
organizcd from remnants of the MIRINIA
csuerrilla unit., No further information has becn received.
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Officera
Hq Leytc Area Command 23
94th Regiment 71
95th Regiment 78
'}612]1 Regimcnt 27

209 2,981

3,190

NOTE; Lt. DARKILLIAN (alias Col. FLORES) was rcported early in 1943 as
leading a band of guerrillss which workel eloscly with the FiMANLAN,
PLBILONA and MIRANDA Groups. Nothing has becn heard of him since that

tino .,

2 Incls;
Map 1 - Leyte Guerrilla Organmization, 7 Oct 44
Map 2 - Leyte Guerrilla Radio Communieation, 7 Oct 44
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