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THE GUERRILLA RESISTANCE MCVEMENT IN THE BICOL AREA
7 November 194k

GINERAL BACKGROUND AND SUII1ARY:

Covering the narrow peninsula that extends fram scutheast Luzon
are the four Bicol provinces of Camarines Sur, Cemarines Norte, Albsy and
Sorsogone The mountalinous interior and marshy coest of the peninsula
have never afforded great opportunity for industrialization, end its l.2
million inhabitants generally live on the land, with some engaged in mine
ing and lumbering. Legaspi, Albay, with a population of 40,000, is tho
largest city and the most important porte.

(n 12 December 1941, the Japancsc landed at Legaspi as tho
starting point for their southcrn prong whieh wes to push northward cnd
join forecs with thoselendcd along Lemon Boy,

After seme ineffectusl resistanco, most of the loyal publie
of fieials and Constabulcry tcok to the hills, Wandering ragments of cs-
caped and unsurrcndered USAFFE coldiers &nd loyal ¢civilioans began to
organize guerrilla units, cach dcminoting cortein arcas within the pro-
vineces, While the leorger unites that cmerged were tvpieally ccmitted to
de facto preservetion of low end order in their arcas, soveral small units
donned the guise of loynl guerrillas for purposes of banditry and forced
tribute from civilians,

For a time active guerrilla resistance couseod the Japanesc Cone
siderable trouble; but gradually lock of funds and supplies hompcered their
activities, Smeller units dissclved or merged with more powerful gro'Ds
nd a1l wunits became principally concerncd with the stote of their own
power end prestige. Intolligence received fram the unite in this arcao
hos generelly been inferior to thet received from othcr Orcose Thoso
gucrrilles will be of little assistance %o friendly inveding forces,

The Bicol resistance movement remeinz one of the most ccnfused
end least productive of any erca in the Philiopines, Fighting betvcon
units over macters of arca comand almost excceds any fighting against
the Japonese, The leaders have frequontly acked for an appointcd outside
commander, nowing their own shortcomings and desiring to cocntribute
semothing more conere®h TOTtMETY"Ehmmtry, but A8 Lt Yen ™ haeree s el L0
coordinate these units,

The principal locel aspirants for commend of the 5th Military
District of which the Biecole aore ¢ large part, and for GHQ recognition
ore Lt. Col. ZABAT of albay, Mejor LaPUS ond Governor ESCUDERO of Sorcos
gon, «ll these heve contected % one time or snother most of tho units
in the Bicols. The resultant picture is thus interlocked ond distorted
by shifting loyalties of the minor group lcederse

SUMMARY

Camorines Norte: The provinee is dominoted by ko jor BOLYES and his
"VINSONS Travelling Guerrillas®, BOAYES is now accopting thc conmand of
ZLBAT in Albay nnd it is ostimated that this unit consists of 350-400
armod men. <nother unit undor o Col, MATA scoms to exist in the northemm
part of the province, MiTA's strength mey be 75=100,

Camerines Sur: This province is principally controlled by threc
loaders: Major MIRWNDA, Meojor PADUL and Capt. DLANELA. Smnll units
belonging to Major SINDICO and CDlﬂc Z.BJ/T are also probably in the I
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provinee, MNIRJDA is allied with LLPUS of Sorscogen and has a forece cof
nocsibly 3,1{] ﬂ*ﬂml men in the Libmenan Vieinity. HMejor F.LDLIL is in the
Sen Miguel Bay area with &n estimated 350 armed menj he claims a roster
strength of E."CC. FPaDUA aceepts Zal JT% commend, Capt, DIANEL. is 1n

the Caremoan=-Catandusnes area with 150 men or , armament not indicated.
He is said to be connected with ZLB.T 2nd is knoin to have cooperated in l
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iz split betwe

ing with Sorsogen units,

astimated 800-1000 men directly under
several groups affiliated vith his cormend 3 ¢ Bicol area,
being CO, S5th MD, and his m ethods of operaticn heve or used
nimosity in other lcaders of the iistrict,

FLOR is said to be in the peningule srea of norihec 5t all
with same 50 me d cooperates Tith LIFUS, Faustinc OR's brot! .:1* may
elso be in the scome -*:1"=..-f_1. In the Joveller vieinity of scuthern albal
is the Bagong Ketipunan under “General® OROBL: —ith sbout 200 men, CJ}‘t-
TLOERTL. is on Buries Island vwith a smell unit about thich little is
h_l.'{ﬂﬂ.i

rm

Sorsogon: The piéture in this province is ﬁ.“'""J." colored 'l"}" the
lJ.IIE-ESJ.« JERO dis) 41: 2 .L.E"""-’:EE controls moet of e provine
be the more porerful of the two ., He has becen accused of nep
his rl:r,-lr,r 1 ecivil administretion and iz st ngly influcnees
eral strong=willed e atents who heve effoetivoly prevented ¢
vith other uni 'he streng of the commend is estimated to be

[ : ] trolled cbout 1500 p cor=
men, In October, he repcrted his anizntion embraced Eé-u{}
this is belicved exage His ivities appear to ext *":i

ithwest albay and th western cozon end part of Tice
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THE DEVELORVENT (F CUERRILL.. UNITS (F THE BICOL PROVINCES:

Camerines Norte Province:

Gove Wo Q. VINSUNS Travelling Guerrillas: The Pirst muerrille unit
to be formed in the Bicol rogion wes orgenized 18 De c-.mhf.r 191 in Camare
ines Norte by Lt. Wenceslac Q. VINSONS, {ormer governor of the province,
Led by VINSONS' aseistont, Sgt. Francisco (Turke ) BO. s this force of
ab-ut 100 armed men reided Japencse garrisons throughout Jonue wJUly
1942, their moct n teble exploit being 2 three-day assault on the pro=
vinecisl cepnitel of Daet, 30 april 1942, which resulted in the tcmporery
gapture of the em 7ith severe losses to the Japancse defenders,

BOAYES aopcars 1 y a rough fearless geng lcader ond is one of the
best Jnown anti-Jape fighters in the Bicolsj probebly undisciplined,
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Inereased pressure from the Japanese forced the unit to withdraw
to Camp Abasig where it was practically disbanded. Supposedly trusted men
of the group betrayed the position of the camp and on 8 July 1942, Lt.
VINSONS was captured end it has since been reported he vas executed by the
Japanese.

With the capture of VINSCNS many of the group surrendercd but
BOAYES recovered some of tho arms ond, together with scome loyal followers,
formed "The Hon. W, Q. VINSONS Travelling Guerrillas of the Philippines®,
BOAYES was elected CO of the unit and designated *Licutenant" by his men,

Late in July 1942, BOAYES was contacted by Captain Juan MIRANDA
of Camarines Sur and agreed to join foreces with MIRANDA and aid him in
climinating the Jops from that provincc. The cnsuing raids upon cneony
garrisons caused thc Japancse to inercase thcir forces in that Drovince,
Increased cnemy pressure, combined with food surply difficultics, caused
RBOAYES to return to Camerines Norte in December 1942,

In late January 1943, BOAYES was asked by MIRANDA %o rcturn to
Cemarines Sur., BOAYES went, ond vhile in Camarines Sur, aided the unit
of Captain DIANELA of Camp Tinawagen in capturing Caramoan, 30 January
1543, In June 1943, differences developed between MIRANDA and BOAYES,
MIRAND/L accused BOAYES of plotting to depose him and take over his unite
hecording to BOAYES, MIRANDA killed tvo of his mcne MIRNDA flcd %o
Catanduanes and BOAYES, with half of his unit nd pert of DLANEL.\'s, lof't
for Catenduenes in pursuit, After BOLYES' roturn he participated in sov=
erel joint acticns ageinst the chnamy rith the unit of Captain PADUL in
the peninsular arca of southecast Camarincs Sur, By this timo BOAYES hud
acsimed the rank of Captein =nd claimed his unit now comprised same 200
Mg

In August 1943, Coptein ZAB.T, an Llbay gucrrille leader sccoking
recognition as CO of the 5th MD, secured & signed ccrtificate from BOLYES
and Ma jor SANDICO, another Llbay leader, bY vhich they agrced to join
forces with ZABAT, BOAYES, in return for his ! '1iance, was to be CO of
a regirent, ZAB.T scems thon To have dispatchcd BOAYES end PADUL in force
to compel rival forces in Sorsojon to join the Zabat ccanmand,

BOAYES has beon charged with comnitting sevcral atrocities in
Camarines Norte., However, it appears thet ho dovoted most of his activi-
ties to fighting the Japs rather thon sccking power in the 5th MD, The
loyelty cnd respect of his men for 40,.YES scems to hove becen solid and
there i= much testimony to the fighting cbility of his unit.

In July 194l4, Capt. Russell BARROS (Bicol reprosentative of
Ma jor ~NDERSCN, guerrilla leedcr in Tayabas) reported a rumor thot BOLYES
had been killed and PADUA captured, However, on august 1944 roport stated
thot BOAYES wes still leading a group of 400 men in Cemerines Norte.

MATA's Guerrillag: Little is knowm of this unit except that 1t haos
boen opereting in Cemarines Norte, Toyebas ond Cemarines Sur with a
Colonol MiTA in cormend. In Jugust 1944, MATA sont Lt. Ricardo REYES,
his executive officer, to confor vitk JNDERSON with rogard %o joining
WIDERSON's commend, 4ANDERSON advised the unit to remein independent,
The unit mey have scme affiliantion with the MARKING Guorrillas in Central
Luzan,

Camerines Sur Province:

Camp Iserog Guerrillas: This unit wos orgenizod in lote December
1941 by Councilor Teofilo B, PLDUA in the tom of Goa, Camorines Sur,
It grew rapidly end moved to larger quartcrs at .nawon, Pili, Ccmarincs
Sur, Here they wnited in March 1942 with the forces of Captain Faustino
FLOR, of Caroline, Nega, Cemarines Sur, FLOR, previously an EM in tho
Philippine Constabulary, was made CO of the group s camp beeome
known as Camp Isarog. -;'hi 4
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At Camp Isarog the successful combined guerrilla attack of 2
Mey 1942 on the Jap occupied town of Nage was planned, Some thirty Amerie
cans and other prisoners who were about to be executed by the Japs mere
freed, Several more combined attacks upon the Japs were made during the
month,

On 24 Mey 1942, Captain FLCR with sevcral of his off icers was
persuaded by Gencral FRANCISCO, then Commander of the puppet Bureau of
Censtabulary, to surrender., PADUA took over command of the unit and
ecmbined vith the T.M.B.F. (Tagbon, Mausalay, Balaynan Feds ration) led
by Lieuts CARO .and OLINQUO, Camp Isarocg II was organized with PADUA as
Ceptain, Togethor with his brothor Lorenzo who scrved as his executive
officer, PADUA fought minor skirmishes with the Japancac in the wvicinity
of Naga, In several instances they cooperated with thc MIRANDA unit from
centrel Camarines Sure and une engagerent in combination with DIANELA's
Camp Tinawagen unit and VINSCNS' force. The unit does not appear to havc
been very active ageinst the Japancse reccntly.

About July 1943, ZiB.LT from .lbay started to persuade P.DUa to I'
join his commond, Lt, -UREUS of MIRWJDL's unit sent ZABAT a roster of
the F.DU.. Guerrilles end stated that he and F.DUL had agreed on arcas of
control, P.DU. to cover the Partido District of Cemarines Sur, including
Celabang, Tinamboc end Siruma, with threc companies and LUREUS with two
companice near Libmanan, JApparcntly the unificaticn 7as ef focted and
P.DU.. signed an agreement cndorsing ZABuT as Coloncl in conmand. Thore
iz cvidonco thrt this relationship still hcld as latc as May 1944 but
AUREUS had droppcd out,

In sugust 1943, PiaDU. claimed he hed four companies in training
~ith but 40 arme; in eorly 1944 hc subtmitted tc the 6th MD an undatcd
roster signing himsclf as Mojor T. B, P.DUi, CO of the 53rd Rogiment,
51st (ZAB.T) Division, camprising ovcr 2000 men, This figurc probably
includce reserves, with actual fighting strength ncarer to 350 men, In

July 194k, on unverified rumor was reported that i PADU.. brothers had
bcan capturcd,

L fow months after Capt. FLOR surrendercd, hc broke his amnesty
agroancnt and returncd to the hills and formed a now unit, independent
of PiDUi, Initially he vorked with his brother, Julian, but soon dif=-
feronces of opinion caused @ sp lit, ZLB.T attempted to contact Faustino
FLOR in lcte 1943 suggceting an arean of control for him embrocing Mclili-
pot, Bacacey and Libog in Llbey Province, TFLOR declincd %0 deal vith
ZABLT and instced considered a proposal of lrjor LAFUS of Sorsogon 10
join his unit, Hc has sinec boon accused by ZABLT of bcing & spy in
Japanese pay.

Nothing further is known cof FLOR's activities except thet as
late as July 1944 he was belicved to be opercting somevhero between
Cemerines Sur and Albay with perhaps fifty men,

MIRANDA Unit: 3efore the Jeponcse occupation, Jusn Qe MIRANDA was
finance sergeant, PA, at Rogen Barrocks, Legaspi. In cerly 1942, MIRaNDA
organized a guerrilla unit which bogan its activitics in the vicinity of
Litmencn, Camarines Sur. 4 few months lotor MIRANDA absorbed a small
unit under the JUREUS brothers in the scéme distriet and appointed Lit.
Loon Sa AUREUS as his second In commend,

In Jul y 1942, MIR:DA contacted Captoin BOAYES of VINSONS
Guerrillas end errenged to join forces to rcsist the Joapanese in Libmanan
vicinity, Their joint ection losted until Deccmber 1942 ond later from
Jonuery to June 1943, Stroincd relationships developed betwecen the twro
loaders which fineclly led to on outward rupturc in June 1943. MIRANDA
f1led ith some of his men to Catanduancs Islend 'vith a unit of BOAYES
in pursuit. AJApparently somc of MIRANDA's men had renained be hind at the
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time of his flight cnd Lt, Sa AUREUS acsumed acting command of this rem=-
nant, In July 1943, AUREUS pleced his coimand under thet of ZABAT,.

lTowards the end of 19,5, MIRANDA returned .to Caparines Sur and
seams to heve resumed commend of the unit vith AUREUS, ond reinsteted
AUREUS second in commend, 4s for back ne Februcry 1943, Mejor LAFUS of
Sorsogon had been attempting tc persuade IIRANDA to link with him, though
MIRANDA's response hed been only luke-warm, AUREUS had been decling vith
4iBuT, cnd MIRMNDA prcbobly because of his hatred for BC.YES vhe had joined
2hB..T's comand, changed AUREUS' policy ebruptly upon his rcturn cnd signed

agroamont vith Major LIFUS in Jenucry 1944 In Junc 194k, it ocppcars

that thc ogrecmoent betwecn LAPUS ond | Ir‘l.... A s8till hold vith the lotter
mointeining his unit at Camp Tanciong Vace in Cemorines Sur,

The strength of the MIRJIDA unit was rcported to have bcan about
300 crmed men in Jdugust 1944, and hes often beecnh referred to as the "55th
Rogiment", MIRWNDL's unit was designeted port of LLPUS' S4th Regiment cond
then later ebrogeted his agreement with S/NDICO, It is belicved thot their
activity is confined to northcast Camarines Sur and limited to harassing
the enemy, Only 2 small emcunt of intclligenee dota hes beon reeccived
from the unit,

Cemp Tinavagen Gucrrillas: This unit was form
Cerznoan, Cemarines Sur in March 1942 by Dinasco |
PuaBICO and several csceped USAFFE officers. DLANEL.
been serving (unstated capacity) ='ith the U.S. ..my,
Captain md assumcd commaond.

In Mey 1942, the unit sent 65 mon to participcte in the asscult
on Nage with other units previously mecntioned, In June 1942, the Jepcnese
sent increascd forececs to Caramoen to wipe out the gucrrilles there, To

avold destruction of the towm 1:-:,- the Japanese, rnd pcrhaps annihiletion
vents with the Jope %o "lic low® and

-
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of themsc¢lves, the unit mrnde arran
the Japanese retired leaving only o platoon to gorrison the tomm,

In Novembor 1942, DIANEL/ charged the Jooonose with vir:ﬁl tion
of the agreemont by unverrentcd arrcsts end sbuses of civilim and cgrin
initicted attacks upon the enemy garrison, Sporadie zetion con ’t:LI".utd u; til
the end of Jonuery 1943 when thoe Jeponcse deeided to temporerily gquit the
tovm, During this time some arms had been reccived from Copteins PLDUA
end FLOR, In lato Fnhruar:; l*)!ﬁ _"*t’“‘f'EE' unit arrived rnd rcmeined severcl
months in expecetation of enother cnomy penctretion,

In July 1943, vhile pert c f DL.NELL's rnd BCAYES' units were
chasing MIRWNDA on Catanducnes, the Jopanesc attacked the Carcmocn vieinity
in some forece, Fighting broke -ut in cll the erca but with the cdid of o
unit rushed in by Ceptein PIDUL, many casunlties were inflicted upon the
:E:JE..I':_,.EIE.. ith minor losscs to th O rrilles, The J EpCNeso ithdrow efter
killing civilions and burning do'n many barrics in the arca,

Albey Province:

lajor S.JDICO's. Guerrillag: Prior to thc cutbroak of the war with

LR = e

JD}}:m. Mz jor Fr..I'.i‘:lx co S.MDICO was Provineinl Inspector of Albay =nd the
senior constabulary officcr in the Bicols. ..t tho time of the Jepanesc
landing at Legaspi he went into hiding ~ith socveral wen end 10 of hie
subordinates, Captoin D. J, CidllUi, CO of the albay PC Company, cnd Capt,
Je IUEHE"D':l- Assistent Pro vinecial I.]"'I"n ctor, vvho latcr beceme nemberas o

his guerrilla unit,

In March 1942, S.I'DICO cmerged from hiding with ¢ unit orgeon-
1zed mostly from remnants of former US.IFE rogiments in the arsa aond
was rumored to be cornected vith Coloncl STRUWGHN's Filednmcricane-Irregu-
lexr Troops of central Luzon, Up to carly 191;3. it is belioved thet
SalNDICO engaged Japancse patrcls froquently vith Mo jor LaPIB of Sorsogon,




In August 1?'”;., Montano ZJBAT vho hed ambiticns for recognition
as CO of the -icr 5, contacted SANDICCO with a proposal to cambine their
units, SalNDICO I":fh.’?f'.'fl. Cne month later SAIDICO was a }“‘-'E"" ed by LaPlS,
also ambitious for th- post of CO, 5th MD, &nd purportedly acting under
instructicns fram Panay to effect a unification of the Bicole,

LiPUS propcsed thet SANDICO take the post of Military Governer
»f the Bicol provinces :;nd ‘r, LiPUS, command his owm 54th Hn:;r"L:'r*-lt and
SLNDICO'e unit, to be redesigneted the 55th Regiment, S.ANDICO refused
on groun that the absence of mertial law in the Philip: ".::-.'-*‘- _.':'-,v-.’:f d
his teking such a post. L.JUS thereupon offered tc fuse "i
with S.NDICO's to form e 52nd Division with 5...TL :

xeoutive OFf] SADICO agreed to this plan,
ciation never became very strong, hovever;
L.rFUS left the command,

-NDICO with his aides latcr requested e
regaraing unif'ieaticn, .4t the conferences at JLE.LT
claimed he and guerrilla chicfs, LELIS a '1 C
forced to sign a ¢ r* 11m-t¢ **1bn1't1 {'

SJNDICO hims .11" ha mbition:
the aid of the

validity

"orthrightness and dec ) nes
apperently not felt strong enough to break off the ;.hurc:-twn ~ith LAPUS
entirely, On the oth and his action= have not showmn the almost un-
serupulcus eggrecsiveness exhibited by other gucrrille lcaders anxiocus tc
be recornized as CO of the 5th MD, Both his desive fc 1ificetion =nd
his expressed wi lingne b0 8 dinate himse » & GHQ @ - -_"'t““l c o=

T -talalrh 0
LAES X =

--\.Ll-l.'JLli-]-:{.. a .Ili:t}], H -'1“_-"."_t.

n B - » v 1 _ _1 =
in Albay and on the et coast c smarines Sur vith perheps four hun-
irad

=1

1
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Sepong Katipunan (Loyal Brctherhood) ¢+ Th Z. mit is heeded by
Gerardo P, OROBL., 2 27 year old former 1+1"*r"" ne | it the outbreak
of wayr OROBLa with his threc brothers fled fram Legasp y Camalipg and
organlized the Bagong Katipunan, or L-:.'_".l. iroth 1‘h*u )
tc the barrice of Guinobaten vicinity, .}'r-w-llar, Ligao
OROBIa claims that barrio lieutenants and officers in ..l
his power, He also claims to have aided I.-r_-gr:,r S.NDICO,
and C.MUA of the Provincial Constabulary of .lbay,.

Aabout May 1942, his men kidnapped and executed the prowJep
pu pev u:mf of the toon of Oas and strong Jopanese forces sent out
against him foreed him to retire to the Jovellear branch camp, Therte
they were betrayed by pro=Jop Filipinos and moved back to Quinogatan,
but were again reided in Jupust 1942, .fter geveral tamporory encaupe

' '-.-‘.1'7 1d ot Flr:;rn_.s.tn neay Joveller end joined forees i
aded by Leon MONTILLA former meyor of I{“-’L-llt:r. i
eneo woe & .rn: held with Major SMIDICO and a cooperative understandin
reached, Mnjor LISUS ’tz-'-tw that at a conference held in aupust
S.’C-IDICU'H ccmp, OROBLA was prescnt end sgrecd to jeoin him, Th
othar information concerming this cgreement,

In July 1944, the ORCBIA unit wes thousht to be still operate-

ing around Floresta, It is likely thet the unit is comprised of {ram
150 to 200 suerrilla fighters, armed only =vith bolos, bows and arrov
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Colonel M. I,
group of Mb”’"}" is hea
war 1lst Lieutenant, Traffie
the Jananese landings Legacpl he reported to the
F‘hili_-_:‘*inc: Censtabulary in Menila, then returned To Albay,
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SERRAN wrote ZABAT that if he eculd now wh in LAPUS , MIRAIDA,
ESCIUTEERO end FLCR into line he wruld have effected theunificction of the
and the 6th MD would then sunpert his case J";" recogniticn by GHQ
jt e 4Accordingly in February 1944 ZABAT dispatched COAYES
ce LAI'S and ESC' DERO to settle their rift and sent a foree
IIIRAIDA to join him,

pose 18 MOVE 1d informed Labidl tha
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: 1944y LPUB attempted to force MOLILS, onc of ZuB.T's
aving ZaBuT and joining his o 1izetiony, with no cuecess,
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Ny GaBT w7ith 90 men en July 2 gided the ton Monit
2 kKilling several of the latter's fclleoers ond maltreatin

) Burias Island a unit
are availsble on tl
orvedly contacted
roposcl but thi
and LAFUS have

Tobaco=-Tiwl zone,
contributoed

Or8Cgon rrovincos

cjoxr LuFUS' Guerrillas: On 12 D ! 19 s or Li
WIEI‘ Provincial Insprector of Sors: p” roee ived !f.*lu'r*:
to evacuste the torm of Sorsogon end woit for aid in thé hil

In com pany with S.I.‘r:t. HINTO g Agent ALTAHEJOS s,nd oth
who later joine A LaF I.n-. the group horassed enemy communications 3
su.nlies fram the enemy., In February 1942, lst Lt, Burgos T, S..Y(C,
former Medicol Inspector PC from Legespi, came into the unit os medienl
officer,

By the first week of .april 1942, the Sorsomon BC unit wos
incorporated into the uEuFFE Leyte=Semar sector under Colonel Thamas
CORNELL, Aecording to LAPUS, he wos ot 1:‘“-1"T time desigrieted CO of
USAIFE in the Bicole pendin; cocntaet with M: 2jor SJ-.'.’TI'TH—'.-, then senior
officer In the region, When S.NDICO was f:m._-t..:c*:r,-ri in May, the USAFFE
Leyte-Scmar organization hed surrendered. During this period, ho ove
LiPUS had increased the size of the unit substantially by cbsorbing
from disbanded units,

Soon Japanese punitive operations in strength forced LIPS to movo
aup {ram Cerohayon to Dﬂlﬁ;’.‘. There LIPUS decided 4o Aisbrnd his unit
until the cituation hcd easeds, However, he kept ten of his men +ith }
and flt:t:.i_t.d 17 to Gov, ESCUDERO as o bodyguard end to eid him in m in-
toining his extro=legel government.,
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On 30 April 1944, @ conference between the LAPUS-ESCUDERO
factions wes arranged between representatives of bcth groups in Irosin,
Sorsogon, Antonio ESCUDERO and Lt, MEDINA of the Governor's faction were
coneiliatory; the Governor stated almost anysne but LAPUS would be aeccepe
ted by him as CO, but the powerful SAYOC-OLONDRIZ-OCAMPO clique of the
ESCUDERO unit were hoctime to any unification and the conference was &
failure,

Alsco in April, LAPUS re-sent throuh SIITH 2 mes: :
requesting P500,000 in eash or authority to print the =zum in emergency
currency, which he had earlier submitted to FERALTA end found had not been
tranomi tted, GHQ thanked LAFUB for his work and urged him to continue his
intelligence operations, He was told thet it was not feasible to afford
him the material assistance requested at the time, SMITH, in July, ceve
LAFIS an additicnal P8,000 for intelligence purposes

LAPIS has been one of the most enercetie agnirants for GHQ
gnition as CO of the S5th MD and although he has not been cbove cormit-
\¢ ceweral questionable acts, it does not apnear thz2t his acticns have
cen as wantonly agressive in asserting his cormend as ZABAT's, He scoms
incere in his desire to unify the Bicols for optimum pursuance of the
common oause,

(n 19 Oetober 1944, LAPUS requested thce immediate appoinfment
of a@ district commander i_n the Blcolse to end the dispute there, stuting
ne was willing to subordinate his units under any GHQ aprointce, Pending
such action, he asked :zr --1‘f‘ir:.ial recognition of hies 54th Infantry and
Euthority to function independently,

A8 of 31 August he cleimed the active strength of the S5hth
Infantry was 2600 officers eand men, with a division in reserve, This
figure is thought to be exaggerated, however, Precumably LAFUS was now
meking his headquerters in Albay Provinee, since ZARAT raided the towm of
Menitoy Albay, in July Iy in reprisal for thelocsl aid to LAPUS and
LAFIBY aetivity against him, A report to Captain AI'DERSCN by one of his
investigating officers, Capt, B.iRR RGOS, found the LAFUS trocps the "most
militery® he had met in the Bicols, Considerable intelligenee has been
sent by LAFUS to GHQ,

Hesume: Designation of LAPUS, ZABAT and S.MNDICO Regimental and
Divisional Units:

LAPUS Jan - Mar /3 67tk Regiment (cooperating with Panay? )
vlar = Sen 43 54th Regimont (ccoperating with Pe
Sep = ? 43 56th Regiment (under S.NDICO)
Jan 4, Elst Division (CO LAPUS)
54th Regiment (CO L.FUS)
53rd Regiment (CO MIRANDA)

8lst Division (CO ZABAT)
53rd Regiment (CO P.DUA)
S54th Regiment (CO BOAVES)
52nd Regiment (CO S.NDICO)
(proposed only?)

o]
E
Cr
SANDICO Sep 43 52nd Division (CO S.NDICO) Eg

S4th Regiment (CO unkmem) ]

55th Regiment (CO SANDICO)

56th Regiment (CO LAPUS)

(LAPUB Unit now withdrewn)

LAPUS organization changed designations as unit cooperated
with other commands or developed its ovm smbitione. All three proposed
the reapective divisions in expectation of GHQ recognition as Bicol

cormender, 2
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Governor ESCUDERO's Guerrilla Upit: In June 1942, Major LAPUS decided
to disband his unit at Dolos until the Jepanese pressure had relaxed.
Governor Salvedor ESCUDERC was to keep intaet the extra=legal civil govern=
ment and round up funds and supplies for such time as the "Army* cculd
reorganize,

ESCUDERO did contribute a substantial amount of aid inecluding
F20,000 in checks fram the provincial govermment, Toward the close of
1942, the ESCUDERO-LAPUS unit began to break upe ESCUDERO later charged
LAPIS with misuse of the supplies and funds, LAMUS denied the charges and
asserted he could offer documentary evidence of his innoeence, including
the uncaeshed checks,

Whether BSCUDERO's smbition was the result of LAPUS' "embezzlee
ment and banditry® as charged by ESCUDERO, or vhetler it stermed from
ESCUDERO'*s desire for personal aggrendizemcnt, as LAPUS arscrts, is not
clear, O(no report states that ESCUDERO was fired with ambition by one
Criscldo de 1z PAZ a civilian cngincer who allegedly represeuted Col,
STRAUGHN, Do la FAZ was supnosed to have told ESCUDERC that in exchango
for an important post in ESCUDERO's organization he could errange to get
him a camission as a Colonel in STRAUGHN's FAIT,

Using the few men LAPUS had given him as a nuclous and mansging
to obtain arms from severil of LAPUS' disbanded men, ESCUDERO was ablc to
build up a sizeable group, LAFUS had begun to rebuild his owvm unit about
this time and pitched battles often occurred between the two factions, In
March, Gov, ESCIDERC beceme ill and evacuated to Samar to rcecupcrote,
During this time, LAPUS was able to make some headway in strengthening his
unit and then persuaded MERRIIT to drive ESCUDERO off Samar,

ESCUDERC returned to Sorsogon and procecded to tighten up his
orgenizetion, By June 1943, ESCUDERC sent his son, Antonio, to Panay for
the usual pilgrimege to ask for authority to organize the entire Bicol
region, Penay had now tzken the attitude of non=interference with internsl
af faire of the 5th MD but steted they would aid in securing recogniticn for
anycne who could accomplish unification,

ESCUDERO claimed an aciive unit of some 300 men by June 1943,
¥

exelusive of reservists, but he apparently did not feel strong enough yet
to attempt the unification project, Antonio ESCUDERO was inclined to view
ZABAT's cendidacy as CO of the region w7ith favore Reconciliation with
LiFUS, in line with Col, RELUNIA of the 6th MD's suggestion, was out of the
question, SLYOC was apoarently ageinst the Z.ABJT alliance and the matter
wes droppeds

In July 1943, Gov, ESCUDERC announced the receipt of an order
from Col, STRAUGHY of FAIT in Rizel Province pramoting him to Colonel =nd
he warned Panay that he would not tolerate their recognition of L4FUS,
Since he did represent law and order and rotoined & substentiol degree of
power, he was able by early 1944 to gein inereasing supnert from the
wealthier people of Sorsogon, In March, he drove LAPUS' group frum the
province leaving him small inelfectual bends of sympathizers, mostly in
Bulan end Piler,

In ecrly 194k also, ESCUDERO esteblished contact with Mejor
SMITH on Semar and by april he was channeling intelligenece to SMITH, His
conncetions vith ANDERSCN in Tayabns were also emicable at this time,

In JApril 1944, LAPUS cgain sent ocut feelers for a conference
at ESCUDERO's headquarters in Irosin, Largely duc to Antonio ESCUDERO,
the suggostion was aecepted and ceoutiocusly LAPUS sent representatives to
Iroein, 4agein the influence of SAYOC, 0CJITPO and OLONDRIZ on the Governor
blocked the effort to of'fect a reconeciliation,

PECLASSIFIED PER JCS Lik O
20 AUG. 75 -1l -

TR




—F-0-f-E-3-

In May 1944, ANDERSCN sent Capt., BAR=OS to the Biecocls with the
jdea of reconnoitering the situation; he alsco sugsested that BAFRC sce
whet could be done to close the LAPUS-ESCUDERO rift. In July . BARRE
scunded out Gov, ESCUDERC with nc success.

The situaticn hes remeined in this state to the present time
with cach facticn meltreating the other's civilian adherents and Xkilling

CCT=

the opponent's men at any opportunity. ESCUDERC has not neglected &
tribute 2 flow of intelligence material to GHQ, hovevers

Obstinetc, and under the influence of the embittered SAYC,
Coverncr ESCUDERO has nct shown himself an easy man to desl withe TYet he
still carries & eccnsiderable amount of prestige in the province of Sorso-
gen dug to his political connections, and no docubt ey due to his unit's
present strength, His greatest power is concentrated in the Trosin-Juban
area, As of a few months ego he was reported tc have over a&a ‘thousand men
in his eemp, probably half of wham werec armeds
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INDEX AND LIST OF FERSCNALITIES

AGUTLAR, Major Leader of small unit in Albay.
ALTITDOGAN, Lt Alonso Trusted cf‘; icer of LAPUS!,
ALTAREJ(S, Lt A, ESCUDERO officer, LAFIS accuses
him of cr:t,}':ulicit}' in murders of
geveral of his
ANDERSCON, 1iaj B L Guerrilla leade
BARROS his Bico
ANDIL, Deniel ESCUDERO man,
AUREUS, Lt Leon Sa Second in command
unit,
AVILES, Sgt In L.FIS' unit,
ESCUDERC abducted hie
2S00,
Bagong Katipunan
BARRS, Lt R, C, Sent by Maj ANDERSCH to look over
Biccl eituation,
BOLYES, Maj F,, "Turko" Former finaence sergeacnt. Now 1,2,3,445:7+8410
leading VINSCOS Trevellln

22 manend 17 &
uerrillas,

‘\BUDELL, Capt sesertedly Jmericon
connected with L.;i"'q
CLBRERL, Lt Pacifico Former Sorsog of ']

p Balintawek
C’**'m Isarog
Camp Tinawagan
Cdila, liaj D. Ja Formcr FC officer in .lbaoy.
Now with S5.2DIC0,
CiP.YuS, Maj ' Former PC officer

- o il ..__J'l.f" 7 =
! “rf rl et ] L 10

CaSTILLO, Lt With L.FPUS.

C.RO, Lt Former joint lead:
OLINQUO of T.M.B. F
Guerrillas in
Now with P.JDU..,

C.STRO, Manuel de LJPIE eent in a
cormiszion fer this man,

CiaSTRO, Lt In July 44, 6 Fhil pilots
Lt CaSTRO reported to ESCI
for duty,

CORNEIL, Col Former US.FFE of ficcr in cormand
Leyte-Semar arca, Surrcndered
""..-E." JEI.'IB-

DLEP, Mayor U8 follower, Formor mayor of
Bulaecen, Loyal,

GO, L% L.JUS cfficer beyonetted to

death by Japs,

DIANELA, Capt Dinasco Cuerrille 1r'- lor of Cemp Tinawegen 1,345
unit of Camarinecs Sur.

DINO, Teodosio Undc:-:udc;'utar:r ::f Nationol Defense,
Loyal, L..FPUS bac

DISCLYA, 3rd Lt Nicasio LiPUS officer,

DCNALTO, {1 \pt Masbate guerrilla lcader whom
LiFPUS attempted to get to join him,

ELISWORTH, "Gencral® Edmund Suprosedly replaced Col STRAUGHN
as head of FAIT, central Luzon
puerrillas, ESCUDERC claoimcd
"suthorization®” from him, Nothing
kmevn of background, Poosible
fraud or alias,

ENCISO, Ces LIFUB follower, LIS recamended

this man for o comizcion,
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ESCUDERC , Selvador

ESPINAS, Lt Sergic

i

VL ™ . e
FiJLRDO, Lt R.
Slst Division (Z.B.T)
Division
ciment (L4FUS)
' (8.4D1CO) DICLASSIFIED PER I LTR g
(MIRIDA) 20 AUG. 75
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GULRIN, Pacificc
GURDENRER

GUCHUICO, lst Lt Ri

GUTIERREZ, 2nd Lt sug
HERNANDEZ, Cept

oxXecutol 1 by Jap:
HINTO, St In LiPUBTY unit.
LPUS, L.FUS
camicsion f
HONASAIN , 1s% Lt Romec S=2 with
HUBILL., Refe Prominan
HUEV(S .aI:J_'-L-L_. Prominent

llegoudly ESC

-d:ll.l 'E’ i ri1 l l.‘llr o

1y head in Sorsq .
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L.HEZA, Capt Luis Former QM ofTiec

tive Officer to
LELIS, Maj Former smi

¢ o




LS e g

LLENARIZAS, Maj A, P, Former FC officer. Nuw G=¢
ZADAT 's unit.
LOMERO, Capt Antonio Important officer en LAPUS
staff. Accused of murder o
ESCUDERC man by ESCUDERO,
Cantral Luzon pguerrille orian=-
izaticn,
Cn LA'US' stalfl
Camarines Sur ruer ;
Governor ESCUDERCO lea
Aniceble to unicn
to
tortu

\--'H-'
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MERRIT, Capt Pedrec eader of

MIRAUMDA, Capt Juen
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CLCNDRIZ,
OROBLay "Gen
P-I-‘L-L IC" L-t-

PiDUa, Capt Teofilic
J"-?]L?-u' ':r.. Hl de la

P]_-u:n‘ Lt

o
rlos
RELUNIa, Lt "‘vl ]

e Ha
REMFILL.O, Meyor
RUIVIVaR, Capt he

REYES, Lt Dowminador
8.4DICC, Maj Franciscc

unit in .Jdbay.

S/NIN, Maj J. R ZaBlT officer in
"regiment®.

S.NT(0S, Capt Former PC officer, ESC
hostile to BARROS' sugro
theat SUNTOS be conr 1‘1'-[.".!5'(-
for CO, 5th MD,

SLUlLLR, Capt ZABAT staff officer,.
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SAY(C, L% Col Be T Former PC medicel lieuten

ks
Now Chief of Staif
SEFRRAN, Lt Col P, G=2 to PERALTA, 6tl
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VIisSiNS, Hon W, T.

2.BAT, Lt Col M, M,
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