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Mecorandus for; Lieut. Col. Janss Cgshing, 00, Cebu Aresa Command,

l. irs. Baclio Osmema, wife of the late Lt. Col. Ommena, has
spproached this offiss in referencse to 10,000 pssos which her husbansd
tawned over o a Bwisno Alsjandrs for safe heeping., According to the
dotails, mm"-m“ummwm—-.

2. ire. Osmana 13 interested in retrieving the money and eny
sasiotance which you could give her wonld be appreciatsd.

3. Pertinent soples of esrrespendence which relates toc the ineidest
mattmnru?rmmm.
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¢ By ccomand of General HpeARTHUD :
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Unjer Gensrel, Gonapal Staff Carps,
Chief of Staff, was's 3
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HEADOUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST
GENERAL ORDERS ) AP0, 501

: 4 1945
MDicsoonscsl09 ) o

Seetion
DIST ING ISHED-SERVICE Mdﬂ........."..” I

mm Em MﬂblliIIl'iilli.illlliI"IIl. II

I. DISTIN SHED...S LR CROSs By dircction of the Fresident wndes
the sru-rhima ongress aporoved 9 July 1918 (Bulletin 43, WD;
1918), the Distinguishod-Service Cross is- awarded by the Commanding Goneral,
United States Jrny Forces in the Far East, to the following-named officers:

Licutonant Colenel SALVADOR ABCEDE, (01520) » Philippine Army, Por
extréordinary hefoism in action in the Philippine Tslands from 8 July 1943
to 23 March 1945, Refusing to surrender whon the o jor defense forcos ware
overcome, Colonel Abcede assumed cammand of seattored forces contimuing
resistance on the island of Negros, He effectively arganized many disporsed
clements throughout the island, hield much stronger cnemy forces cont inuously
at bay, and denied to them some of the resources- of the country, He improvised
tactics for effective worfarce with lindted keans, and ingenious mothods for
supplying his men and their familics, He persisted in this enterprise, although
a large pricé was set on his head, and ho was of necossity in constant proximity

: ourcefuloss onabled him to aveid

‘Licutonant Colonol JAMES ki, CUSHING, Coarps
Arny, . For extraordinary heroism in sction in the Philippine Islands from 22
Jenuary 1944 to 23 March 1945, lefusing to swrrender when the major defonsoc
forces wore ovﬁ_r.t:mu, Coloncl Cushing assuméd coumand of seattored farces
continuing resistance on the island of Cobu, Ho effectively organized many
dispersed clements throughout the island, hold mich stronger cnomy forges
continuously at bay, and donicd to them sorw of the rosourccs of the eountey,
He inproviscd tactics for offoctive warfaro with linited neans, and ingenious
nethods for supplying his nen and their familice, He porsistcd in this
caterprisc, although a large price was scot on his hoad, and ho was of necosaity
in constant proxinity to the oy, His cowrage and resowrcefulness enablod
hin to aveid capture, to inspire in the peoplo of Cobu a will to rosist, and
to furnish the United States sormand with information of groat nilitery wvaluo,

fiddiae - By dircction of the Prosident under the provisions
- 4 Fobruary 1944 (Sog, II, Bulletin 3, UD, 1S44),

: by tho Commanding ral, United States Army

s to the following-named officer:
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Lt Col Jame

Cromwell
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2. &mmg. Was given D30 for
This recommendation is or the resovery of
captured om Cebu and forwarded prompily

mention has ever besn made of the incident and Cushing'ts

Note mention of name . Itmmhdltﬁ:-tiuﬂut
Mn-uptuﬂnncabumﬂmttbapmnmhil. I cheoked with
Foreiga Lisison Office and dete om KOGA's dsath sgrees with curs, CUSHING
statee he has verified identity of KOGA from puotographe, CUSHING aaw a

good bit of the leading officer captured on Cebu bhefore he released him to the
Japsness,

FPERALTA but returnsd !nr

clearly support General Paralte!

many whe were on

their statemente that
h-llt!n'hlmuinth-mhgarthu

and Seslaus have ali thought well of GEMPER]

(sgd) E.A.W,

lst Ind, 8 May 46,

1, In compliance with the first paragraph sbove, specific date from ths
P.I. files has been included in Najor Willisms rough draft of the recommendatism
of Lt., Col, James CUSHING and the completed draft attachad,

2. Investigetiom in A.G, Awards & Decorstions Branah ind in Gensral
Fhitney's office reveals that the original recommendation of L%, Col, GEMPERLE
is now on Gemeral Whitney's desk awaiting his action,

CATLIN E, TYLER,
Lt, Col,, Inf,







express my
taking im mgk-
tween men laboring for
== but from 4ir-

"I am sware of tie great responsibilities on your shoul -
ders as

peruaps you rre of mine., It's g diffieult job, I un-
derstand, especially in these times of stres-,

"The main point in your letter i1is your Toaquest to
the Mnifesto duted Jan, 19th, 1944, declaring war on BCs.
¥You have been Vary much worried becaunse of the less of lives

which 1t hse ent-1led. But, as yon #aid, let us look at thes
other side of the plcture, -

"You gssh never fully know how painful 1t was teo maks the
declarstion. I have been from the start Tighting Japanese

riali=m ang + enny, striving a1l the time ¢
lives of our own g&nﬂ-ﬁr t

on the othe

It had become my ssa duty to

Manifesto. And ss long as Leput and his hench-
ins of the BC organizetion, there will never bhe
organlzation, thers will never bs any chenge
BC attitude in this pProvince. As I understand 1t, the
B0 not » J RpSENe se orgeniZation, but under their leadera, the
BC 1s werking for the Jeap anese.

"Rescis fon of ths decleration is a suwaden change of fromt,
and would amount to anly one thing: Japenese suspicion of soms
sort of understanding between us and certain ranking
of the Japenese administr-tion. You 2aid vou are Deing watchead,.
Now, Commissioner, you will see that such an sots

<00 will ultsi-
metely lead to sn increased surveillance Over you which would
be prejudicial to our good work. We would not like to jeopar-

d.tm_ your 1ife too mueh. We, too, think about your welfsare.

"However, if you keep your work, IT'il assure you that T
will Personally Investig-te ¢ ptured BCs and will give them

all the lenfency necessary under the circumestances

"I am really very grateful +o you and other officials for

the -ttituds you have tnken in checking abuses of BCs gnd Jg-
P anese undercovers.

"With my heartiest reg rds, I am,

"Yours very truly,
*JAMES M. CUSHING"
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"May I ssk you--to please reseind your declasrstion of
war dated Jan. 19, 19447 Since I read the declar -tion, I
have been very much worried. Because of i1t, bhow many lives
have bLeen lost. 9ince one E1lling lesds to another, many
wore will be killed,--soldisrs & civillans, enemies & friends,
brothers of the same blood & the ssme cruse. -

"I wn not dn & position %o judge who 1s to blems, who
is the cause for the declarstion of war. But I take it that
each tried to protect his own 2ide, to save hi-self., When
onets passion cools off & he crn think clesr as Christ, cur
Fother, would want him to think,-she would prob-bly eoncluds
that after all no one was to bleme, no one wanted to trick the
other . Xach just tried to do the bes=t he conld under the
most difficult circumst ncesz., &nd I don't bleme vyour aide
for getting mad. I'd only entreat you to see the other side
of The picturse®in a dispassionste wey.

"All of u® have suffered in this war,~-some more, others
less, Bat all will Probrbly suffer much more in the days %o
c cme. May we plead for humenity's= sake, to miniwige the
horrors, the torturef.....The Philippine= has bled from many

wounda. If I could but hesl one wound, Indeed I shell be sa-
tisfiea. .

"The ﬂguniasimm"s P o8l 1s Difeees I am small. The
problsms th-t beset me every d«y sre tremendous, contending
or desalling with so many men ,--sciae, powerfuls; others, so
hunble; some r-ttling with demands, others whispering their
erievanceos, pouaring out their woes. Hany timee I feecl de-
rregsed, dlisappointed,~-powerful &% Yot powerless; ommipotent -
and yet impotent.

"A fow days= mpo, I ssked His Execellency to allow me %o
79 beck to the Assembly. He refused. He asked me to stick
to this post, Only the thot of being able to serve my pso-
pls the best I know how, to help them tide over to better
timos keeps me at thi® PoOsteccs M=y I ask you plense to help
WS S8rve & save our people--by reseinding or relaxing the

order--to minimize the sufferins of our innocent men =snd wo-
men and children? '

"Ati:thie very moment scme undercovers sre jelied by the
Fiscal, same PC men -re locked up behind bers & will bes pro-
secuted to the 1limit by the Semior Inapector! 411 for sbuse
of suthority....Ws don't want to protect criminsls. We want
tc have a relign of law & not e reisn of greed, 2 reign of
Justice & not a reign of sbuses,

"We have s long way to go, a stesp hill to climdb.  Will
you Jike s good Samaritrn help us on the weary way?

"™With thenkes & Kindest .I‘Eg.‘l‘ﬂ.‘ﬂ, from your fﬁmar'naigh-
. & .

bor, "

"Very truly,

WRig. "SGD. PAULINO GULLAS
"Comuissioner for the Visayas"
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Dear Colonel:

1. Much cratified to learn that LY appeal hess to some
degree toucued Trespotsive chords in your ceart...May I hope
tiat soom, the order of “pen warfere will at last be revoked
in order to ninimize 88 ruel &s possible the suffering of our
people.

~+ Regarding thas abuses of the PC —wwe shell scon have a
mistriet inspector for the Visayas. I hove asked for ome to
be deteiled ig this Distriet, so that = newW spirit ray be in-
culcated into these PC soldiers, who should bhe Preservars of

i Deace & reml fuardians of the law & not disturbers of the
Peace, wolves in sheep's elothing,

v. Of course everybody knows that the PC is recruited
from all kindg of neteriale, ineluding the flotsam & jetsanm
of humanity, Then, siven but z 45 day training, lsarning or
trying to learn the rules of discipline, pennl laws, Nipponeo,
end other subjects,--and you can imagine the result, But for
the few abusive, pestifercus, cancerous erowd, the organizat ion
nms done pretty well, underp the most tryine circunastances, ...
In ry speeciag too, T tried to pillory the gansters in the or-
ranization. And the Agserbly has paseed o law, & tha President
aBs isaued an order, ained at iving the "pack® to Lhese dirty
ratse,

4. lkay I make g Suggestion: elirinate the bﬂnﬂitali;fﬁsting
ITon kambaling to dulisay. They rretend to be Juerrillieros or
Usaffea, for the ourpose of terrorizine & looting the noor civiliang,

5. It nuay be of interest Lo you to know thet T 2ut in 8 zood
word about wou to Lnl«cafian,

6. Frank Videl, by consenting again to take thLis letter, is
encancering further his life, ir caught by the Yapunese, he ray ba
in for a lot of trouble. If ecaught by the buerrillistas for naving
Surrendered, he may find bLingelf in hot watepr, Uver his ob jectiua,
4 Ilumlly mrevailed upon aim to do re anotaer important errvand, upon
the success 'gf whieh depends the lives of many men,

any Ued preserve in abundance the milk of humen kindnasss ign
Four hesart...

@mta fu}%.
# —L-E-E..-I-/rl
;igifgﬂ CULIAS
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28 a4 Committee of cne to *LUudy the problesg

ol protect ing the civi \lians in case of
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431'

rity lesders in
Lebu is to ta & ucl, 28 28 not to alarg
Lhe populace ang at 'LJ ¢ same tiie plan
elfective measures in tle event of emer. e
ney.,

for this Ju:puue, Ltie comnittee is
inetructed to @xanine the t.r{i":tll'llx__. air
raid shelters in Llie Capitol ard ot.er
pPlaces, to order Lieir cleaning and to
LaxKe the ecessary iuprovements Or rspairs
88 1TC render the ehelters S@le sand Lab‘t-
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WE HEREBY CERTIFY, that the candidate or opposing candidates mentioned below have obtained in this
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this is the only province where Army goods, property and per-
sonnel can be moved and guides furnished free of charge. These
Volunteers are always ready at all stations. From my own ex-
periences auc those of officers who have travelled through
other provinces, these services in those Provinces are not only
excessive in price but sometimes can not even be had at

cost due to antagonism between the Army and civilians., I wish

to apologlze for the comparisons but 1t may help to clarify the
pleture here in these islands,

During the early days of our orgenization, we requested

General BRADFORD G. CEYNOWETH to advise us if it was alright

to use brevet promotions to better control the daily increasing
force belrg reorganized in this province. General HEVNOWETHE
advisod us that as a prisoner of war he had no authority but
he suggested that we uses our own judgement. Rather than com-
mit any mistakes it was ziven to understand te all officers that
brevet ranks were given pending recognition. It has also al-
weys been our poliey to keep our ranks one grade and sometimes
two grades below the generally prescribed rank for the nimber
‘of persomnnel (per 1/0). It is therefore with the zreatest
' of desire and in acknowledgement of the fine, hard and honest
f work of my officers and men that I respectfully recommend that
fall officers in this command be allowed to drop thair brevet
ranks and become full-pledged cfficers in accordance with the
Station List submitted. Probationary ranks are mentioned in

H:ha case of those civilian group leaders who have lent so much
Rtﬂ the success of our atteirments.

79
/YAMES 1?.7 CUSHING
ILieut=-Colonel, Inf
Commandg'ng Officer

rs -

f' Captain TSURYAMA, head of the Kempetal in Cebu and respon«-
sible for the capture of all soldiers and officers within CEBU,
whose ruthlessness is a matter of record, has just been ambush-
ed and kllled by our units with two of hLls assistants. Captain
TSURYAMA hes been the force behind practicsally all the drives
into the mountains, with the ald of his cleverly developed es-
plonage personnel made up mostly of Filipinos,.
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UNITED STATES FORCES IN THE PHILIPPINES

HEADQUARTERS, CEBU AREA COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

March 24, 1944

General Douglas MacAr thur
Gﬁmmandﬂr-in'Chiaf, SWPA

Dear Sir,

Je are sending for your information the following pertinent
Unit Report, G=-1 Report, G-2 Report, G=3 Report, Historlecal Re-
ports, Enemy Propeganda and ours, and puppet Governor circulars,
We wish to apologize for the incompleteness of the records and
reports, as from time to time we are foreced to avacuate, burn
or hlde these materiasls from the enemy. Often times, before
Such reports are recoverad, they are destroyed by the "anay" (ter=-
mites ). However, when time permlts, we shall give you a com=-
pPlete file and records on ail activities since the start of this
orgenization,

pportunity to thank the General

' outside undercover agents from this pro-

vince which information has Just reached this Headquarters af-
ter our letter to you dated March 19, 1944 was wrltten and sent.

Under sepsrate cover are sketches asked by you which con-
coern German sallor RETTER's reports about Japan.

Included are copies of letters between Commissionsyr GULLAS
and myself. I wish to relterats further thsat these Puppets can

be secured and sent to you If you 80 desire, I not desired,
request advise on nature of ac%Iﬂn to be taken.

Inclosed herewith are soms sell'-explanatory letters from
Governor ABELLANA and Assemblyman LOPEZ which may help to eclari-
fy any misunderstanding Jou may have at thes time these reports
reached you. All letters inclosed have been written voluntari-
1y by the two addressees without my having corresponded with
or asked for such explanations,

I do not know exactly what 1s meant by the Usafeeing men-
tioned in Assemblyman Lopez's letter but if he refers to comman-
deering, only articles which formerly belonged to the Army and
the FPhillipine Govsrnment were commandesred; these articles
were being stolen by the People on all sides when the Japare se
invaded this provincs, Hecelipts were given in all cases axcept
to Thoase people actively aiding the enemy .

The G-fourlns; must mean the asking of voluntary contribu-
tions and donations in kind for which roacelipts have always been
given. It 1s to be understood it is difficult to control this
sort of thing. However, in our effort to do so, cnly officers
ware granted permission to procure. Offenders when caught
have been dealt with severely. Some cases, was with Captain
SAFANTA (under arrest) whose case is 80 involved-that only af-
ter our Forces arrive can it be settled as he accepted money and
jewelry which he hid without glving eany receipta.

A survey of civilian morale in this prrovince would prove
that should abuses have been éxcesslve, the population could not
have suppoerted the guerrilla activities. In defense of all the
unfounded rumors against this organization, I wish to state that

-lﬁ
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