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Osurte have repsatedly held that the word “Yecanoy,"
in the Oommonwealsh Ceastitusion, hes no techanisal
+ Thus, in re Opinion of Justices, 87 WH 489, 17y,
e A% was held that She chair of the Governer was vacant
whss he waz adbeent from the State or wader sueh mmm

perRanedt oy t-forn-;. that a substitute wes aneefled to
charge his official dusies, and that & like vaeency existed

in the chair of the Preusident of the Senste under similer sir-
owmatencea.

3% would be streange, indeed, Af the fuot tha$ sarsain
memdors of ke Semate are otill in dapanese~-cocupied terri-
Terion or are umnder srrest by the United States afilitary

anthorities, sould operate to paralyze the Commonwealth Govern-
mant in ite legiaslative funoticms.

C. A. DENITT
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11. Domingo Imperial
g. Ramon Torres

. R. l.“iﬂ"
14. 3Bulegieo Rodrigues,Br. -
1Z. Mslecio Arrvan:z
16. VYisente .l'..rml

17. HRamon Fernandes
i8. Elpidio quirino
19. Pedro Hernanez
20. Menuel Roxms
£l1., NKicolss Buendla Buleaoan
B2, Eeteban de¢ la Rams Manila
2%, Marieno Jesus COuvenso- Jabu
4. Vicente Eama - »

Thas, twe of the penaters-eleck are dead; one is in the
nited Stetes as a member of the Prnilippine Delegation to the
San Frencisco Conferencs; thres are reported to be held pri-
sonays by the Japanese; three are held in custody of the
United States military autburities, and one is still under She
aantzol of the Tapanese. The remsining fourteen are aveilabls,
slsven of them belng in Menille, oORe in Bulacen, snd two in

Pherefore, thore ocan be no question about a juorum @
availsble since the 1939 Amendment TO the Constitution
specificeily provides that "a of sach Honse shall
sonetitute a quorum to 40 buainess.

1t 1= understood, however, that the question as to avalla-
ple quorum i the Senmte erose at @ time when a majority of
the Senstors were not aveilsble either by reanson of tiemir bdelag
held s prisoners by the Jupansge, or bogause they were unde?
arrest by the United States militery suthorities, or because
they wers in territory still occupied by the Japanese.

T™he Constitution defines & cuorum as ma jority of each
house. This undoudtedly means o ma jority of the meumbers of
gech hauui, sc thet where vecnncles take pinoe slther by death
er otherwise, and such vecencles hbave not been Tilled, the
totel membarship upon whicn the quorum must be ocomputed ie
sorreapondingly reduoced. The membership of the Senate has
boon reduced by the death of two of 1ts manbers. There has
been no speecial slection to rill the vacaneiess, 2o that Loday

g¢here sre only twenty-two members, at most, and twelve of thém
would constitute a Guoram.

Furthermore, 1t would sesem L0 me that where membears areé
in the hands ﬂilthﬁ Jepunese or under the ecustody of the
United States 1itary suthorisies, s0 that their attendance
may not bs sempelled in ordsr to supply a quornm uader the
provisions of the sonstituticnal ememdment, vacansies also
wosult, the effest of whioh would de to reduce further the
aumbey of members upon which a quorum would be somputed.




MEMORANDUM FOR
Gonsral Wbltney

mﬁm;uulhammnluutth-
e Pbilippine Congxess _ ___

Upder ths 1939 Amenduemt to the Commonweelth Conztitu-
tion, legislative power inm the Philippinea 1is vected in a
Congress, consisting of s Senate and a House of Hepresenta-
tives., The Senate iz composed of twaniy-rour members, each
elected for & period of six years, exeept that the first
saennters eleocted were o0 be divided into three equal groups,
the first to serve for g2ix yesrs, the second, for four yoars,
and the sthird, for tm yeara. The munner sslecoting the
thres groups is not preseribed im the Constlition, but it was
provided in the Eleetion lLew of 1941 (Commcduwealth Aot No,
£66) thet the selection should be by lot. Vacanoies could

be filled by the ocalling of & specicl electlion, but this is
not maldetory.

The liouse wesz %0 oonsist of not more than ons hundred
swenty-feour members, bused on epporticmment. It is under-

stood thet no cuestion bae erisen sbout the avsiladilisy of
& quorum in the House.

The firset electicn under the 1939 Aceniment took plece

im November, 194l. The Congress s0 eleoted has never been
convened Ly recson of the war.
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The following is & roster of the senstors elected in said
eleetion, togethar with s statement of their present stutus, B9
far eg it cen be aseertalned:

1. Daniel MHaremba - Dead

2e ;ﬂ'l‘ ﬂ“ﬂ. — -

3. Bailianc Tris Tlirona Reported Jepenese prisoner

4. Proceso Sebasatian - ” »

B Clarc M, HeetO bl » b

§. Sultan sa Hamain Reported in Japansese-held

territory

9. José Yulo - Usder U, 8. protective ouatody

8. Guintin-Ppredes - Under U. 3. protective custody

9. Antonio e les Alas -" - . "

10, Oarles Garsia - In the United States - Mesmber ef
sthe Philippine Delsgetion to the

S8an Pranciseco Conference.
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SEERANETE POR. COMLIMGEY SARES OUPTAMR, VNSRS

Sagert Yhed aondesrey srdvileges W awtenfiet o
fre. Clypde 4. DGiFES0, opoelsl legel siviser do the Concsmficr in Chdel,
e, PeliiPs owaheld erazisty of e ruswcms,




Civil Affairs Chief of Staff 31 Hay 1945

l. Advise tnat ¥Wr. C. A. DeWitt has cosged Lo be a manmber of
the “tafl of this seetion. e haa howaver held hims2lf and fimm
open LO gratultous work on any ;roblems which may from time to time
arise mmohpg the stalf sectione where opinfon on Phili,;dne law ig
desired.

<ea He has been particulsrly helpful te the Teal 'state section
ICAFTE and the Tnenmy Pruperty Custodian in thir manner in the jpast
nd I have acseepted his offer for future consultation as moy be of
valus to the command,

Je Fr. TI2TELL is Intensely loyal to General lacirthur angd for
that reason I have scught Lo readjust the situation to aveldd the
posaibility of injury to his feelings, I believe that I have
aoccomplished this,
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P *qgﬂq,Il,
Manila, Philippines
June 18, 1945

Ma jor Theodore A. Ssmes
PCAU Ho. #

:;h“la;,
C
Naga, Cgmarines Sur =
&
Dear Ma jor: -;i?::m\f"
This letter is for the purpose of introducing
Mr. José@ Jordene of Naga, Cemarines Sur, to you.

Mr. Jordane is en old resident and merchant of Naga,
and 1s well known throughout the Bicol region where

he served as District Supervisor of ssles for the
Philippine Manufacturing Company since 1933, He has
lived in the Bicol country more then thirty years

and knows it well. He 1is & native of Barcelons, Spain,
and & Philippine ceitizen by naturslizstion. :
Fito-to-be-assigead at PCAL Now—bor—deps. I-shewtd

think-thet—you-—weulid—£ind hin o Sy -—Feluspis—Trm—or
ThnS—warmis .

e eI T LY —aagdeoua—the e bl ——gan
B bl o o n o s o R e e —y S

Pl : SN eV takonl (o & American
child into his home(Buring the Japanese ocoupationbat
a8 good deel of risk to himse . T ™ Y Taenily. he
name of this child wes Patricia Ann Young. FHer father
had died and her mother had been murdered in the hills
back of Nega where they were living in hiding from the
Japanese. After the death of her perents, the child
passed from hand to bhand and Mr., Jordeana finslly took
her to friends of her mother in Manila so thet she may
be teken to her family in the United States. -A}i3-

ehtid. If he had not dcone as he did, it is doubtful
if she wnu;d have survived.

B e i
R ol Trusting-vhe-t-you--een-fipd-a—way-toMake uge O

Yours sincerely, - W"*--‘-t.
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DU ;AP o iag aTa ot L4 l’""a‘“"‘"- COURTNEY WEITNEY
Brigadier Ggneral
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FHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Cour tney Whitney
Briged! - General

c/o Civil Affairs

Trade and Commerce Bldg.
Manile

My dear Courtney:

Enclosed is my idea of a drsft of a letter

of introduction for Mr. Jordana .

Very Slncerely yours,
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