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UNITED STATES FORCES IN THE PHILIPPINES
HEADQUARTERS, CEBU AREA COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

March 24, 1944

General Douglas MacArthur
Commender-in-Chief, SiFPA

Dear 3ir,

e are sending for your information the following pertinent
Unit Report, G-1 Report, G-2 Report, G=-3 Raport, Historicel Re-
ports, Enemy Propagande and ours, and puppet Governor circulars,
We wish to apologize for the incompleteness of the records and
reports, as from time to time we are forced to evacuate, burn
or hide these materials from the enemy. Often times, before
Such rsporis are recoversd, they are degtroyed by the "anay" (ter=-
mites )., However, when time permits, we shall give you a com-
plete Tile and records on all activities since the start of this
organization.

I wish also te take this opportunity to thank the General
Tfor the withdrawal of outside undercover sgents from this pro-
vince whieh informaticn has just reached this Headguarters af-
ter our letter to you dated Merch 12, 1944 was writien and sent.

Under sesparate cover are sketches ssked by you which con-
cern German sallor RETTER's reports about Japan.

included are copies of letiers between Commlssioner GOLLAS
and myself. I wish to reiterate further that thesa purpets can
be secured and semt fo you if you so desire. I not desired,
request advise on nature of action to Be taken.

Inclosed herewith are some self-sxplanatory letters from
Governor ABELLANA and Assemblyman LOFEZ which mey help to clari-
fy any mlsunderstanding you may have st the time these reports
reached you. All letters inclosed have been written voluntari-
1y by the two addressees without my having corresponded with
or asked for such explanations,

1 do not know exactly what is meant by the Usafeeing men-
tioned in Asssmblymen Lopez's letter but if he refers to comman-
deering, only articles which formerly beslonged to the Army and
the Fhlllipine Govermment were comnandesred: these articles
ware belng stolen by the people on all sides when the Japam se
invaded this province, BReceipts were given in all ceses sxcept
to those people actively alding the enemy.

The G-fouring must mean the asking of voluntary contribu-
tions and donations in kind for which receipts have always bsen
given, It is to be understood it 1s difficult to control this
sort of thing, However, in our effort to do so, only officers
ware granted psrmission to procure. Offenders when csught
hiave been dealt with severely, Some cases, wss with Capbain
LAFANTA (under arrest) whose case is so involved that only af-
ter our Forces arrive can It be settled as he accepted money and
Jewelry which he hid without giving any receipts.

A survey of cilvillan morale in this province would prove
that should abuses have been sxcessive, the population could not
have supported the guerrilla activities. In defense of sll the
unfounded rumors against this organization, I wish to state that
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CERTIFICATE OF VOTES OF CANDIDATES
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this is the only province where Army goods, property and per-
sonnel can be moved and guides furnished free of charge. These
Volunteers are always ready at all stations. From my own ex-
periences and those of officers who have travelled through
other provinces, these services in those provinces are not only
excesslive in price but sometimes can not even be had at

cost due to antagonism between the Army and civilians, I wish
to apologlze for the comparisons but it may help to clarify the
plcture here in these islands,

During the early days of our orgenization, we requested

General BRADFORD G. CHYNOWETH to advise us if it was alright

to use brevet promotions to better control the daily inereasing
force being reorgenized in this province. General CHYNOWETH
advised us that as a prisoner of wer he had no authority but

he suggested that we use our own judgement. Rather than com-
mit any mistakes it was given to understand to all officers that
brevet ranks were given pending recognition, It hes also al-
weys been our policy to keep our ranks one grade and sometimes

' two grades below the generally prescribed rank for the numbsr
of persomnsl (per T/0). It is therefore with the zreatest

‘of desire and in acknowledgement of the fine, hard and honest
work of my offlcers and men that I respectfully recommend that
fall oiflcers in this command be allowed to drop their brevet
| ranks and bscome full-pledged officers im accordance with the

' Station List submitted., Probatlonary ranks are mentioned in

, the case of those civilian group ieaders who have lent so much
Ltu the success of ocur attainments,

ANES ?7 : ::Hi sﬁ%@?‘
eut~-Colonel, Infl
Command!ng Offiger

ra -

f Captain TSURYAMA, head of the Kempetal in Cebu and respon-
slble for the capture of all scldiers and officers within CEBU,
whose ruthlessness is a matter of record, has Jjust been ambush-
ed and killed by our units with two of Lls asslstants, Captain
TSURYAMA hcs been the force behind practlically all the drives
into the mountains, with the ald of hls cleverly developed es=-

| plonage personnel made up mostly of Filipinos.
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Mppendie

February 26, 1v44
FEMORAN DUK CHUER NC. 13

SUBJECT: .ir mald Measure
bngineer srviso is Bereby designated

as a Committee of one 1o stuCy the problem

of protecting the civilians 11 c¢ase of

E'!.iI‘ F-’ii*.: Lo

The sense of the Lagority leaders in
Cebu is to take sucl sleDs 28 not to alara
the populace and at the same tive plan
effective measures in tle event of emery e
ney.

*orr Lhils purpcose, the comnittee is
instructed to examine tis existing air
raid shelters in the Capitol and ot.er
places, to order tieir cleaning and to
GLaxe thie necessary iumorovements or I'spairs
A8 16 render the chelters safae and hablite
able.,

Commizsicner fur the
v iE a_ﬁ: O a




Dear Colonel:

gratified to learn thot Ly appeal has to some
Led responsive chords in your Leart,,. May I iope

toat soem, the spder of Open varfare will et last be revoked

in order to ninimize as mueh as possible the suffering of our

peopla,

1. Kueh
degree touc:

<s Regarding the abuses of the PC,~-we shall soon heve a
~istrlet inspector for tis Visayaa, I lreve sgked for cne to
be deteiled in this District, =20 that 2 new gpirit may be in-
culcated into these PC soldisrs, who should be preservers of
thes peace & resl guerdians of the law & not disturbers of the
Seace, wolves in sheep's elothing,

J. Of course everybody knows that the BC is recruited

from all kindg of neterials, inecluding the flotsam & fetssm
of humanity, Then, given but g 45 day trainiug, learning op
trying to learn the rules of disecipline, penal laws, Nippongo,
and other subjects,--and Jou ¢an imagine the result, But for
the Tey abusive, pestiferous, carcercus erowd, the orgenization
ing done pretiy well, under the most trying circunstances, ...
In ny speecies too, I tried to pillory the wansters in the or-
zanization. And tie Asserbly has passed o law, & the President
18s issved an order, aimed at ziving the "rack™ to thess dirty

+ o

R
o B Lo 2 a

% Lay I nmake 2 suggestion: eliminate the bandits infesting
LTON bombaline to falisay. They rrecend teo be Guerrilleros op
Ifes, for the purpose of terrorizine & looting the poer cilvilians,

Uen

« 1% noey be of interest to Joi 1o know that I out in s pood

=
Wword about you to lalscafian.

0. Frank Vidal, Ly consenting 8gain to take this lettesr, is
endangsriug further his life, Af ecaught by the Japanese, he ray be
in for a lot of trouble. Ir CausLt by tlhe Guerrillistas for having
surrsndered, he may find hingelf in hot water. Over his objeesium,
+ Ilnally prevailed upon hin to do ne another important arrand,upun
Lae success f,.f wihieh depends the lives of many men.

w8y Wed preserve in abundance the milk of Juman kindness in

your heart...
@r&ta ful%,

FAULINO GULIAS




.'Fuhm_ry 24, 1044

"Dear Colonel:

"At last I succ eeded to confer with x-Capt. F, Vidal
sassse 41 found in hh -= whom I asked !!'Hrﬂl weeks lso to
surrender under the Pruidantm Amesty Proclamation
the man thru whom I can convey the following message io you. .
Please, extend to xCapt Vidal the necessary pruteutinn as
my lpaninl envoy. ,

I ssk gnu--to plaaae rescind your declarstion of
war ﬂ.etad Jnn. 19447 S4nce I read the declar tion, I

have been very amieh worried. Becsuse of 1t, how meny lives
have besn lost. Since one killing lsads to anathar, many

wors will be killed,--scldiers & eivilians, anemas & friends,
brothars of the '-".nma blood & the same ccuse,

"I am not dn a position to judge who 4s to blame, who
1s the cause for the declarstion of war. But I take 1.t that
each trisd to protect his own side, to save hirzelf. ¥hen
onets passion cools off & he can think clear as Christ, our
Fother, would went him to think,-she would p“eb blg nﬂncludﬂ
that aft'. r all no one wes to hlm, no one wented to trick the
other . EBach just tried to do the best he could under the
most difficult ciroumst neces. 4nd I dontt blame your side
for getting mad. 7I'G only emtreat you to ses the other side
of the picture®in a dispassionate way.

FAll of us hsve suffered in this wor,~-some more, others '
leas, But all will probsbly suffer much mors in the :113'5 to
¢c ome, Moy we plead for humanity'!s seke, toc minimize the
horrors, the torturef.css«The Philippinus has bled from many
Eiuﬁiﬂ. If I could but hesl one wound, Indeed I shall be =a-
-tisfied. .

"The Gommissioner's p ost iz big.eo I am small. The
problems th-t beset me every dey are tremendous, contending
or dealing with so many men,--somé, powerful; others, =o
humble; =ome r-tiling with dsmands, others #hiapar:!.ng thelr
griarances, pouring out their woes., Meny times I feel de-
pregsed, dlssppolnted,--powerful & yet powerless; comipotent -
and yet Impotent.

"A few days ago, I asked His Excellency to allow me to
g0 bagk to the Assembly.  He refused. He gasksd me to stick
.%o thils post. Only the thot of being able to serve my peo-
ple the best I know how, to help them tide over to better
times kesps me at this post..., May I ask you plesse to help
me Serve & save our people--by rescinding or relaxing the
order=-to minimize the suffering of our Mnacent men snd wo=-
men and children?

AL th:lu very moment some undercovers sre jailed by the
Filscal, some FC men -re locked up behind bers & will be pro-
aamt:eﬂ to the 1imit by the Ssmior Imspector] 41l for =buse
of guthority....%e don't want to protect criminels. We want
to have s reign of law & not e reign of greed, 2 reign of
Justice & not s reign of sbuses,

"We have 2 long way to g0, & steep hill to cliimb.  Will
you like .a good Ssmariton help us on the weary way?

"With thenke & lgindest reg-rds, from your former nsigh-
"Very truly,

S "SGD. PAULINO GULLAS
#ﬁ“ i‘:' : "Conmissioner for the Vissygs"

bor,




"I have yours of February 24,
tfelt appreciation for the cour
slble a better understanding be
the same Grect Cguse s and Literty ==
ferent points of

"I am aware of the great responsibilitiesz on your shoul-
ders as perhaps you sre of mine. It's g @diffieult Job, I un-
deratend, espsciflly in these times of stress,

"The main point in your letter is
the Mrnirssto dated Jan,
You have baagn
which 1t has enteofled.
other side of the picture,

"You esls never fully kmow how painful it
declaration, I have been from the atart r3
Imperialism
lives of our own blood-bp
on the other zide of Por
cally the éhuses of the Bos riot only

t also ggainat our Door innocent sivi
fupposed o protect in their supposed

our Cause but an sctusl Hensce
to our Comtry. Tt hag become my sed duty to meke the deels-
ration. So the Manifesto. &nd as long as Leput end his hench~
men hold the reins of the Bg organizstion, there will nevsyr be
&Ny changge in the BC orgaenization, there will never be eny chesngs
in the BC gttitude in this province. 4s T understand it, the
BCE® not = Japmenese organifation, but under their leaders, the
BG i3 working for the Jap anese., -

"Rescis fon of the declarat e of

and would smount ¥ suszpieion of somes
sort of underst and certain ranking employees
Oof the Japgnese administr-tion. You ssid you =re being watehed,
Now, Commissioner, you will see that such an action will ulti-
metely lead to en inereased surveillance over you which womla
be prejudieial! %o our good work., We would not 1ike to jeopar-
dize your 1ife too mueh, We, too, think about your welfsare,

‘However, if wou keep your work, I'll sssure you thet I
wlll personally investig-te ¢ ptursd Bgs and will give them
all the leniency neces=ary under the eircwmstanses.

"I am reslly very grateful to you and other officisls for
the =ttitude you have taken in checking abuses of Beos snd Jge
P snese undercovers,

"With my heartiest reg rds, I am,

"Yours very truly,
“JAMES M., CUSHING"







Gomers] Willoughby,

1. Recommend favorable ccnsideration be given to the approvel of the
attached recommendations for swmard of Legion of Merit for Lt, Col, CUSHING
end Lt, Col, GEMPERLE, I drew up the papers before I left but left the
Pepers for inclusion of specific data from PI Sectior files when they
ﬂmml

e Mﬂﬂi@ Was given DSC
This recommendation im for the recovsry of

Bians captured on Cebu and forwawdsd promptly te GHO

mention has ever been made of the ineldent and

Nots mention of nams of Admirel KOGA ,

KOBA was ceptured on ¢ pepers were his, I cheoked with
KOGA's death sgrees with oureg, CUSHING
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1s In complimnce with the first paragrapk above, spsu.ific data from the
P.I, files hae been included in ¥ajor Williams rough draft of the recommendation
of Lt, Col, James CUSHING and the completed draft attached,

2, Investigation in 4.G., Awards & Decorations Branch and in Gensrel
Whitney's office reveals that the original recommendation of L4, Col, GEMPERLE
is now on Gemersl Whitney's desk awvaiting his action,

e “meﬂ.ﬂmmhrrrm - P — " .

i CATLIN E, TYLER,
| -4 Il't’j‘“ Gall’ Ml
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GRNERS: U. 5 ARMY FORCES TFIC
=" ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE -
RADIO AND CABLE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

- ROUTIRR

22 August 1945

CINGAFPAC WOR CIVIL AFFAIRS (WHIMEY)
CO PERSOMMEL CENTER FOR MACARTHTR SALTPORNIA
220250 2

Plsese advise sinse capitulation enemy foross that

3 mmﬂmtmwm required for pet
Oushing, ASKW 0-20E7773, Reception ﬁtttim?go?r

Cromesll

T T
Philip-
pine Avmy. .

o L R S TR T R Y o

& 15642
| Amac Ao CONFIDSETT AL,
: Farm No 108

133400 Primting Plase -8 10.45 —% [ oM

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIGDEN
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HEADOUAKTERS
UNTTED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR BAST

GENERAL ORDERS ) A4P,0, 501
: A 1945
mliiillilllm } m’l

Seation
DIST INGUISHED~SERVICE CROSS S~ lWar 8 uvennnvonsnney I
mmmMﬂl"mrdi-u&tﬁt;nnna-unii-«in-iiuli T

I. DISTINGUISHED-SIRVICE CR0S: By direction of tho President under
the §I.' act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bulletin 43, WD,
178, the Distinguished-Servise Cross is awarded by the Coomanding General ,

United Stotes Jrmy Forees in the Far Bagt; to the fcllc!d.ng-mad_nfﬁma:

Idoutonsnt Colonel SALVADOR ABCYDE, (01520), Philippine drmy, Far
extraordinary hefoism in action in too Philippine Islands fron 8 July 1943
to 23 March 1945, Rofusing to surrender when the mejor defonse forces ware
evereams, Colonel Abcede assumed cdmmand of scattered forcees continuing
resiztonce on the island of Negros, He effeciively orghanized many disporsed
clements throughout the island, hald much stronger enety forces continuously
at bay, and denied to thom some of the rescurces of the country, He improvised
tactics for effective warfare with limited ohns, and ingenious methods for
supplying his men and their families, He porsistcd in this enterprisc, although
a large pricé was set on his head, and ho was of necessity in constant proxinmity
to the enemy, His cowrage and resourceiujcas cnobled him to aveid capture,
to inspire in the poople of Negros o will %o rosist, and to furnish the United
States command with inforrmtion of great militory value,

‘Licutenant Colonel JAMES 1, CUSHING, Corps of Engineers, United States
Arny, . For oxtracrdinary heroism in action in the Philippine Islands from 22
Janvary 1944 to 23 Herch 1945, Rofusing to swrendor when the najor dafensc
forces wore overcame, Coloncl Cushing assuméd comand of seatbored ferces
continuing resistance on the island of Cobu, Ho effectively arganised meoy
dispersed elements throughout the island, hold nuch stronger chamy for¢oes
continuously at bay, and donicd to them sorc of the roszources of the country,
He improviscd tactiss for offcetive warfare with lindted means, and ingenious
methods for supplying his men and their fanilies, He persisted in this
enterprisc, although a large price was act on his hoad, zrd he was of necoesity
in constant proxicity to the enxy, His courage and resowrcefulness cnabled
him Yo avoid capturc, t0 inspire in the poople of Cobu a will to rosist, and
to furnish the United States commond with information of groat military valuo.

1X, % By direction of tho Prosident undar the provisions
of Exocutive No, » & Fobruary 1944 (Sog, II, Ballotin 3, WD, 1544),
a Bronse Star Medal is- awarded by tho Camanding &jmal, United Statcs Army

Forces in the Far Bast; to the following-aamed officer: -
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R I8, o0k, JO0% SR, GR.

Lieut. 0ul, Jamee Oushinmg, U8, iz eiofll Cor cxiresrtinery hareien
in the prossace of Mae sy Quriag the perSed Srom B8 doowsry 196k W6
29 Msrch 2045,

Tats offiose, a2 Jmpamder, Gebwm irea Coswmend, hes ergimised apd
élrestiet thy poeilis sotfen on fsbw sod doveloped Sstailsd ned preades
fedesnvtieg oh snmwy Mopecitions sund aveowsi wWhled biw groTed of
graof vales b sl1SSery sperstises.

I the performenss of hio dutios iious. Gol. Onshisg hes Sleplsysd

5] & Jooderskdp sid mmsgplary onvege aed dovotdes to duly,

Veanulyy ey the affiesrs ond mes wder Bio ewsuad b perines
ssrvise of inssbisable vales wader mvet GiTScalt and Rosardsus aaditisus.




AFO 500
26 april 1948

Hesorandmm for: ILieut. Gol, Jases Cyshing, 00, Cebu iprea Command,

i+ Mra. Bmelio Oomems, wifes of the late Lt, Col. Osmena, has
approached this offise in referssas to 10,000 peass shich har husband
turned over to a Marisno Alsjemdre for eafe keeping. According to the
detalls, Alsjandre gave Lhis seney So Penten far Amy purposes.

2. ¥re, Osnsne 45 istsrssied in retrieving the meney end any
sped wtance which you oould give her would be appresiated,

3. Pertinent copiss of esrrespendencc whleh relate to the insldent
are sttached for yowr informatisn.

COURTHEY WITEY
Brigadier General, UeBs hrmy







