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February 20th, 1944

FROM 1 %tt.ﬁmnir. F? L. darcester, USNE.

af  CLL. Kgegral oo

T0 L he Amdubent—temerat; chne, S A

SUBJECT : Delay in Reporting to GHQ

1., Lt. Col, Abcede {:I'_ Negros instructed me to report to you
immediately after my airival in Australia,

2., 1 am now confined in U, S. Navy Mobile Hospital No, 9 and
present indications are that I shall not be released for a period of three
weeks or more,

3. Report on the 7th Military District is attached, hereto, for
your information.

L« I shall report to you in person as soon as it is possible

for me to do so,

F. L. norcester

Lt. Comdr. USNR




In the Field
Free Negros
Jan, 10th, 1944

REPORT ON 7TH MILITARY DISTRICT

Sarly Guerilla Activities in Negros

From the time of the surrender of our forces in Negros up to the end of July

1942 the general situation was ADR omly confused lnt was dangerous in that some of

the disbanded soldiers Joined forces with the lawless element of the civilian
population in a“campaign of looting and extortion, in the course of which quite a
number of people were killed, This resulted in the formation of certain smal)
Froups which were in the first instance primarily concerned with the protection
of their own areess from furt'er depredations, u.' Llir idea of usinz these troops in
guerilla operations against the Japanese followed in the natural course of events,
In Negros Criental there weras four independent gEroups of this nature which were
by 1t. B. Viloria who had come up from l'indanao, Fidad and Jornales who were
Silliman students, and a Sgt. David Cirilio of The ‘hilippine Constabulary. The
acvantages of pgetting these people together being obvious, Mr. Roy Bell of the
Sllliman Institute, on July Jlst, called Lt, Viloria to the camp which he had est-
ablished at Malabo, and plans with this end in view were discussed, It was felt
that if the new orranization was to “rﬂspfj}the services of a senior officer would
e required, and word was subsequently sent to Lt, Col. Ausejo. He came to Malabo
on OUctober 14th, agreed to take over, and the formal organization of guerilla forces
in Negros Oriental began at that time.

'n northern Negros Capt, Mata, who had not surrendered, began at an early date
to gather the men of the batallion which he had commanded, and in Negros Occidental
Apt., Abcede was doing exactly the same thing with the members of his own batallion,

As a general rule command of the early guerilla organizations was determined
not on the basis of rank, but by a combination of the two factors of personal leader-
ship and the number of rifles which any given individual could round up.

vn both points Capt. Abcede was out in front in Negros. He soon had between
five and six hundred rifles under his command; he first engaged the Japanese at
Huenavista on August 3rd, 1942; and his active operations against the enemy have
continued up to the present time, Capt. Mata ran him & close second, while Lt. Col.

Ause jo's organization was hindicapped by lack of arms and never compared in strength

with the other two.




Command of 7th Military Qiatrigﬁ The expanding guerilla guiiee of Lt. Col,

Peralta and Col, Fertig met in Negros and Peralta smerged with Abcede and Mata as a
part of his 4th Philippine Corps, while Fertig absorbed Ausejo's organization,

Each one wanted the whole of the island of Negros or failing that, to have m_u_ man
designated as commanding officer of the 7th District. This situation was met by
giving temporary command to Maj. Villamore; presumably he supported Abcede as his
successor; in July 1943 Abcede was made acting District Commander ; and-Jli-has-mow
besn-—confirmed as Didtrict Commander,

Present Military Organigation in Negros, The former dividing line which follow-

ed provincial boundaries has been abandoned, and the three original organizations
have been combined to form the 72nd Division, which is composed of the 74th Inf.

Reg in the north, the 76th in central Negros and the 75th in the south, The Division
Commander is Lt. Col. Mata and regimental commanders are Majors Baclagon, Bornales
and Dominado, The former two are P, M. A. graduates,

D. H. Q. Staff, Lt. Col, Abcede has as members of his staff Maj. B. N. Viloria

who is serving as Adjutant General and O=1; Maj. R. R. Reyes, G=2; Lt. Col. P. A.
husejo, G=3; Maj. B. Hollero, O=4; and Capt L. Vasias, Judge Advocate,

No Chief of Staff or Executive officer has as yet been designated,

I have met all of the above officers with the exception of Maj. Reyes, and am
mpgt favorably impressed with them,

It is evident that Abcede has surrounded himself with the ablest officers whom

he could find., Al®so he consults with them and is not afraid to delegate authority

to them, “The result being that he has & staff which functions normally, and he has

found no necessity to try to build up a one man show,

Division Inspector, An inspector is kept in the field, and staff officers are

likewise required to make periodic inspection trips,

Strength, The authoriged stremgth of the 7th District is 1,000 officers and

12,000 men. Actual strength as of Nov. 30th 1943 was 786 officers and 8,082 men.
As contrested with the one division in Negros having 8,868 officers and men,
an approximately equal number of men in Mindanao emerged as four divisions after
organization had been completed,
Armament. The armament of the 72nd Division consists of something over 1,400

rifles and two machine guns,
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Hilit.ﬂ Policies, Abcede does not labor under the delusion which “somewhat

t00 common among Filipino officers and is reflected in the saying, "Just give us the
arms and WE will drive the Japs out,” He is well aware of the limitations of his
own organization and says, perfectly clearly, that the Japanese can do anything they
want in Negros if they decide to bring # sufficient force to bear Lo carry out their
plans,

The mistake made in Panay, Cebu and Mindanao in the matter of attaching strong

enemy position: M not been committed in Negros,

In general the policy is one of seeking the proper balance betwwen a sufficient
dmount. of action to keep up the morale of officers, men and loyal civilians - and
Over - aggressiveness which might force the enemy to strong retaliatory measures,

Offensive action is confined to sniping, ambushing and sabotage, while in
defense the policy is one of resistance, dispersal if necessary, and cuick re-
asseatly,

In the latter connection Abcede, who is not without a sense of humor says,
"This is a hit and run war. The Japs hit and we run." He can afford this little
Joke since his omn bravery is beyond question, and since the record shows that the
hit and run game has been much more expensive for the enemy than for his own forces,

“easures Taken To Protect Present Urganization. ' Dispersal of OHS Offices;

'-istrif‘%ea:;uarters is back in the mountains at = distance from the coast which it
requires a fast courier six hours to cover. Xo civilians may enter this area, and
the number of officers vho may do so is strictly limited. JStation '7BA is near
neadquarters. This location has Leen used since November, and 2 move to ag entirely
H{fferent district will probably be made in the near future.
The "=1 2nd ==3 P'g ape veyond the end of the provineial road in southwestern
four hours further up the coast, while the 3=2 section

area, In each instance there iz a completely prepared

mountains to which an irmediate move will be made in the

arning Service, has received the attention which it merits under the cond-

itions at jresent prevailing in Negros, and the speed and efficiency with which it
ordinerily operates has been demonstrated to me on several occasions,

Je oecrecy Discipline, ith the no pro-Jap element in certain areas running as

as 70%, and with an esting®@d LOL of the total populsation of Negros under

enemy conirol to a prezter or lesser defree, the situation with reference to enemy




azents 1s really bad and presents a serious problem. The BC's who are béing brought
into the province in increasing numbers furnish a further complicating factor, and
the necessity for using large numbers of civilians at harvest time makes the entry
of enemy agents an easy matter,

Under these circumstances special measures for the security of information have
been called for, and they have been carried to a point where place names have been
changed and practically all officers travel under aliases.

Col. Abcede is well aware of the fact that one of the defects of his own people
is 2 tendency to talk too much and, while the greatest emphasis has been plqced on
secrecy discpline, he is not yet satisfied with the results achieved.

4 Food Reserves. Actually the greater part of the organization in the 7th

District is maintaining itself in the mountains or at inland points where only limit-
ed amounts of food are produced, and the only portion of the coast really remaining
under the control of our forces is that in southwestern Negros. The food problem
therefore presented itself at an early stage of the pame, and it has been one
difficult of solution particularly since normal imports of grain from Mindanao

have been cut off,

i

Abcede's goal has been a sixfonth's reserve for his entire force.

then the Japanese occupied Tolong in the early part of December Just prior to

the beginning of the rice harvest in that area, that appeared to be a very serious
matter. Fortunately they left after a few days and some 3,000 civilians were at
once put into the fields. Though the enemy has frightened them off twice by having
ships come in as though preparing for a landing, the harvest will soon be completed
and this will place the goal within sight.

The transportation alone of a sufficient amount of julme to feed 8,000 men for
six months (say 50,000 cavanes) is no small problem and if that is solved and the
grain is safely stored, a job of the utmost importance will have been completed,

In the measures taken to protect his central organization, in the matter of build-
ing up a large food reserve, and in the disposition of his forces, Abcede's policies
have been dictated by sound common sense and he has placed himself in a strong
position,

In recent months enemy garrisons strength in Negros has averaged around 3,000
men, and the fact that this figure has on two occasions been increased to 5,000 or

more has not disturbed Abcede or caused him serious inconvenience. A materially

: :
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be necessary before any serious damage is done to his organization,

Development of Intullim:u service, Much emphasis has been placed on this

point in the 7th District and there are at the present time 22 officers and 272 en-
listed men on duty in the distriect intelligence organization.

Agents have been placed in all important enemy occupied areas and towns,

Natcher stations have been set up at Llinoboan, Lilas and Cadiz, and a crew is
now putting in a new station at Sojoton Pt.

Close and friendly cooperation with the AIB has at all times been maintained.

G=2 periodic Reports, which are comprehensive and well prepared, give some
indication of the results achieved,

Enunturhuapiunlgu activities seem neither very strong nor effective, and the
weakness arises from the fact that the District has Progressed perhaps a trifls too
far from early guerilla medsures, and has been leaning over backwards in the matter
of the treatment accorded to suspects. In view of the very large number of enemy
agents who are paid all the way from Fl per day for ignorant "peones”™ up to a re-
ported F50 to P00 daily for top operatives, the penalty for being caught, which
at present consists in a tour in an internment camp followed by a trial in which

there is a good chance for acquittal, does not seem to be a sufficient deterrent.

Radio Communications, iy understanding is that no radio equipment for the 7th
District has been sent from Australia. If that is correct the communication system
which has been worked out is creditable,

The first set in Negros which succeeded in contacting The United States was
damaged at the time Headquarters at Hlllbi was burned., It was moved to the
Zamboanguita area but has not as Yet been put back into commission.

Subsequently the A.I.B, turned over to Abcede one of its sets which is now at
station YBA, and furnishes the only equipment with_&bnudt can reach Australia
directly.

Locally made sets have been placed in operation close to three of the watcher
stations,

For internal communications locally built sets are at Division HQ which also
serves the 74Lth HEEt.;Iat the Hugimaq;nl HQ of the 75th and 76th; and there is also
one station in the Fast Hegrnaﬁ, The District Commander is therefore in

constant touch with his division and regimental commanders, and he also makes con-

= B .
tact twice daily with the A.I.R, st‘tiﬂn EDA.

-5=




The defects of the present communications set=-up are:

1. If station WBA is knocked out the only means of communicating with KAZ
would be through EDA. ‘
There is a shortage of batteries and two of the locally built sets will
seem be off the air.
No alecohol is being manufactured from Tuba and there will be an acute fuel
shortage unless this situation is corrected,
Abcede is unwilling simply to remain at his headquarters and does a lot
of moving around, the result being that he is sometimes out of radio contact
for days at a time, He sould have a really good portable set to carry
along with him on his {inspection trips.
There is no watcher station at the southern end of Negros., Also unless
Col. Fertig put in a station without my knowledge, there is none across the
way in Mindanao, and this means that the Strait between the two, which is
quite an important waterway, is not kept under proper observation.

A map of Negros showing present and proposed radio stations iﬁ"unclasad. Memoran=-

dum covering radio equipment and supplies, representing the magimum for which the

7th District hopes, is likewise enclosed.

Pay Scale and Allowances
¢ Officers: All officers receive exactly the same pay and allowances. Base pay
{s §75 per month, and there is an allowance of $25 per month for legal wife (if liv-
ing); #15 for the first child; #10 for the second child; 85 for the third; and BS
for each suceeding child. Actual travelling expense is allowed. The food allowance
for both officers and men 1is 40 per day.

NCOs and EM. Tabulation of pay and allowances for non-coms and enlisted men

follows:
Allowances for wife and children.
Master S5gt. P15 - 8 -
1st Sgt. 12 - 8
COTpPs B - 3
Pvt lst Class B - 3 -
Pvt 2nd Class g8 - 3

No Bxpansion of sent Force Cont ated. Abcede is not at the present time

planning any increase in the size of his force.
Men contracting malaria are sent to their homes when that 1is possible, since

in the large majority of cases no treatment of any sort can be given, and without

treatment they are useless in the fitae, The training of replacements must therefore

‘ i

continue.
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American EM in 7th MD, Seven American enlisted men escaped from the Japanese

at Bacolod, and others who drifted in from different islands brought the total number
in Negros to eleven, One recent arrival from Panay has not joined up, but the
remaining ten are on duty with our forces.

The policy followed with reference to these men has been a sensible one and has
worked out satisfactorily. All of them were made sergeants and were f{irst given not
desk jobs but duty with Troops. After being kept under observation for a period of

four months, four were commissioned and the two most promising of these are now

attached to DHQ as liaison officers. The remaining two officers and six sdrgeants

are with combat units in the north.

Lt. Col. Abcede seems well pleased with this group as a whole and says that
certain individuals have rendered exceptionally good service.

As for the men, the three whom I have met are most appreciative of the treat-
ment which they have received from senior officers. All three likewise report
having had difficulties with individuals among the junior Filipino officers. Une
would like to get out of this country when it is possible to do so, one is undecided
on this point; and one is definite in his statement that he would prefer tc remaln
in Negros and see the show through here. All three have malaria.

neneral Service School. There is no lack of manpower for replacements in the
present guerilla organization, or for expansion if that action is decided upon at
some later date, but there is & shortage of properly trained officers.

#ith a view to improving this condition & general service school providing a
six weeks course for twenty officers, twenty applicants for commissions, and twenty
enlisted men was placed in operation in April 1943.

shile there are several PMA graduates on duty in Negrow these men are needed
in the field, and Abcede would like very much LO have four American officers for
{instructors in this school.

Rotation of Officers and Men. In recent months practically all of the fight-

ing has been in the north section and, with a view to keeping up the tone of the
organization as a whole, the policy of rotating officers and men in combat zones
is being followed,

Records., The statement that the records at thle 7th District are in general

in excellent condition will be borne out by the detailed reports forwarded to (<.
It has been necessary in the past to burn some records as on the occasion

when the Japanese attacked HQ at Hlb::, btut none have heen compromised.
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lecords are not allowed to accumulate in the offices where current files only
are maintained, but are transferred as promptly as possible to a hidden storehouse
where they are placed in bamboo tubes.

+ guard detail of one officer and three men is maintained at this building,

Morale, The problem in the 7th District at the present time is not to build
up fighting spirit, but to keep ill-advised offensive action in check. The morale
of both officers and men is good,

Health Conditions. Malaria is presenting an increasingly serious problem and

it is eslimated that LOT of the men in the 76th Regiment arc now infected. Cone-
ditions in the 74th and 75th are less oad, but this is obviously & matter which
requires careful attention.

In view of the extent of the malarial districts in the wountains of Negros,
:ffective control measures are ocut of the juestion, and there is no present prospect
of bein:s able to equip the men with mosquito nets,

Kt the base hospital &t Bunawan sxperiments are veing conducted with dita bark
which has now been successfully reduced to pill form, but the most effective losage
for the various different types of malaria has not yet been worked out and treat-
ment with dita extracts which has proved effective in some cases, will doubtless
remain on a hit or miss basis,

Abcede side-stepped my inquiry as to what priority he had piven to his requests
for quinine, and it was only recently that I discovered, to my great swprise, that
no medicines have been sent to the 7th District during the six months which have
passed since Abcede was designated as acting District Dommander.

The incidence of malaria is now so high as to weaken Abcede's forces to a
serious extent, and the minimum initial requirements would be for a sufficient
amount of quinine (both in pill form and in solution for intravenous injections)
atabrine and salvarsan to treat 2000 cases.

civil Government. Maj. Villamore and Abcede were responsible for the appoint-

ment of lontelibano as govenor of Negros., Montelibano was formerly mayor of
Bacolod and recsigned from that position because of differences of opinion with
'rTesident Quezon., He is a strong man veosdn- the paet hae Deen uppwilling to_accept
1Sebution Ivom-ttm-potitines, and W has a large following.

Secause of the difficulties of communication Negros has been divided into 7

districts, and deputy governors for each district have been appointed by Ecntelibanati

) ;
In all areas under the &rl'rul of our forces towmn/jyors, consejales and

Tenientes de Barrio are discharging their duties in & manner which has been on the
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whole satisfactory.
The court of first instance is not functioning, but J. P. courts are in opsration.

Relations with Civilians. The necessity of retaining the cooperation of the

civilians in "Free Negros" is both understood and fully appreciated, and relations

between the irﬁgLind the civil population are on the whole satisfactory. Govenor

Montelibano has been particularly helpful in maintaining this relationship.

Morale of Civilians, After the panic which attended the Japanese attack on

Misamis Occidental, it came as a surprise to see the people of Zamboauguita moving
out in an orderly and llz?at leisurely fashion where an enemy force was moving towards
the tomn and was burning#;#li-u only five kilometers away. The 1éanur was that
these people all had places to which they could go; they had brought to towh with
them only the barest necessities which could easily be moved; and they trusted the
warning service to get them started in time. ‘hile the morale of the people in
Free Negros is good there are special factors which will contribute towards its de-
cline in the months to come.
Aside from the intensive Japanese propaganda campaign and the growing discourg-
ment of the people sho have not seen s0 much as one American ship or plane for a
period of twenty months, the Japanese are using in Hegrui'threu additional weapons
which are not available to them in all parts of the Philippines. They are:
1. Food. The importation of rice and the control of crops in the occupied
areas has placed the Japanese in A& position where they can offer
food to people gho are growing increasingly hungry and who are troubled
by inflation which in certain areas has carried the price of rice
up to £50 to B75 per cavan,
Terror, In Panay the Japanese instituted a reign of terror in
fuimaras and the southeastern portion of the island in which an
estimated 2,000 to 3,000 civilians - men, women and children were
killed, and it seems quite possible that a similar policy will be
pursued here, The dedlaration of a "bandit zone" contained a clear
statement that the properties of civilians remaining in specified
areas would be confiscated, and the people themselves would be
simply killed off. In view of what is known already to have happened
in Panay this ‘:frnr propoganda has been quite successful, and will

be much more so if it is actually put into effect,

-9~




2+« QJuinine, The Japanese have been quick to realize the value of
quinine as a propoganda weapon, and to use it. The results are that
civilians who are infected with malaria can take the chance of dying
in the mountains, or move into enemy controlled areas where they
know they they can get all the quinine they need at minimum prices.

The answer is that taking all things into consideration the civilians in Free

Negros are really in a hard position, and it is only reasonable to suppose that so

long as the present general situation continues, they will go over to the Japanese

side in inecreasing numbers,

Mountain Campaign, The problem set forth in the preceeding paragraph is one

of Abcede's troubles since the loss of civilian support would be fatal, - and strong
enemy offensive action may soon be another,

The campaign to clear the guerillas out of the mountains was originally scheduled
to begin on Dec., lst, 1943, Beginning at that time several banios were burned;
Lamboanguita, Siaton and Tolong were occupied; and then the Japanese, having met nothing
in the way of opposition, withdrew,

Jan. lst, 1944 was the next date set for the big push, then Jan 10th, and finally
Feb, lst,

It is reported that General Konoh has arrived from Manila to take charge of the
mountain campaign; the occupation of Sipaliiga;d very recently again of Siaton has
given greater control of the southwest coast; and plane and patrol activity i
increasing,

If the mountain campaign materializes and is prosecuted vigorously bv a strong
force the only thing which can save \bcede's organization will be the reserve of feod
which he has built up, - ar hat wj ast { eriod not exceedl .

M R T N A
UL..'.. 1-_' quuiun ht' '--IF-

Currency. CLmergency currency is being issued under the
Negros Tmergency Currency Board of which Montelibano is chairman, and the provincial
Treasurer and provincial Aullitor are members,

~& in ldndanao there is an extreme shortage of bills of small denomination
resulting from the fact that there 1s an insufficient supply of suitable paper, and
this is a matter of great inconvenience,

Abcede has no responsibility far currency issued beyond the amount required for

his own organization, and it is unﬂﬁrﬁﬁpnd this is at present limited to & maximum

'
-

of #1,000,000 per month.
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The Japanese have recently put out bills which for the first time have borne
serial numbers, btut these bills are freely exchanged for the emergency currency
certificates on a basis of 13 to 1,

Capture of Americans. On Nov 2hth, the Japanese raided “aj, Bell's camp and

while he and the members of his family were so fortunate as to be able to escape,
RHev, and Mrs. Alvin Scott and their son Lawrence were captured.

in a second raid on Nov. 27th, Dr. and Mrs, James Chapman, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Glunz, Mrs. Jean Lowry and her young son Billy were taken,

Early reports from intelligence agents in Tuwagete were to the effect that
these people were being held in one of the bulldings of the 1illiman Institute, and
that they had not been maltreated by the Japanese.

industrial and Agricultural Exploitation, Prior to the surrender nothing effective

seems Lo have been done by our forces in Negros in the matter of disabling manu-
factoring plants and destroying stocks which would be useful to the enemy, and the
result is that this island has turned out to be of more value to the Japanese than
many of the others,

SUgAr Centrals. The manufacture of sugar is not possible since there has been

J

no replanting of the cane fields, and the ﬁiciunderas are growing only enough for

seed purposes for use at such time as a new start can be made,
lhere are, however, large stocks of sugar on hand, the greater part of which has
fallen into the hands of the Japanese. Figures as to total exports are not available,

but it is known that even now 200000 piculg_Lave teen conscentrated at Bais alone.

Alcohol is being manufacturéd from sugar at the Talisay Milling Co., and at the

Manapla, Lopez and Rais Centrels, 500,000 liters are known to have been shipped thus
far, and this is only a small part of what can be made before existing stocks of sugar
are exhausted,

The cellulose factory in The Tabacelera Centrol at Bais is likewise in operation.

Mines, The Japanese have had the akgameeewijime-on Siquijor Island in pro-
duction for some months.

They have now occupied Sipalay on the southwest coast of Negros and are making
an investigation at the jme Remigio copper mine. This is, howerer, an undeveloped
property and it seems improbable that they will be able to do anything with it.

Sawmills, In Mindanao the writer called the attention of Lt. Col. Humber and

of Gen. Fort to the fact that the manager of the Kolombugan Lumber Co. was unwilling
to take any action in the matter of ¥ destruction of the mill and stocks of lumber

on hand exceeding 10,000,000 b.f., and that no preparations with this end in view had
s




been made by the army. Gen. Fort lssued the necessary instructions to Capt. (later
Lt. Col,) Morgan, and at the proper time a thorough job was done,

In Negros no one seems to have been sufficiently interested to have similar

preparations made at Fabrica, and the Insular Lumber Co. mill, together with stocks fnl;f/

on hand doubtless exceeding those at Kolombugan, fell into the hands of the Japanese
undamaged. The building of launches and small boats was at once begun, and the

mill was kept in operation up to Sept. 1943 at which time it was sabotoged by company
employees,

cotton, In spite of Propoganda, crop loans, and guarantees against loss the
cotton production program in Negros has thus far been a failure. This has been due
to lack of interest on the part of t.he:‘hcium:lerna and to elimatic conditions which
ére somewhat unfavorable. The only planting of any importance has been done at
La Carlota,

Lopra, is purchased at a price of B7.50 per M kilos for resecada, and is being
milled at Cebu,

Rice, The Japanese are buying all the rice which they can get their hands on in
areas under their direct control, and this gives them an added hold over the people
Bince they can subsequently withold rice from those who are not "ecooperating" to
their satisfaction, or give it out free to those whom they wish to attractk.

In Free Negros rice is simply stolen by their foraging patrols when that proves
possible, while in intermediate zones our agents openly compete with theirs for the
purchase of the disposable surplus,

Food Situation. In order to meet the food requirements of the army, the original

plan was that the army would call upon the civil government for the food which it
needed, and the government in turn would take the responsibility of obtaining it from
the people. Since this arrangement proved cumbersome and unsatisfactory it was
discarded, and the army is now going directly to the people for its requirements,

AL present the army is taking 20% of the dispossbls swrplus-ef corn and 507 of
rice grown in areas under its control &t prices which are fixed by the army but are
maintained at reasonable levels. It is specifically provided that a sufficient amount
of grain must be left with the producer for seed purposes and to meet the recuire-
ments of his own family.

In the past these percentages have sometimes been exceeded; while there has heen
no well grounded esmplaint as to prices, payment has been slow; and a sufficient
amount of grain has not alwaye bditlnf't, with the farmer. Special efforts have hean
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nade to correct these mistakes, and the purchase of the rice produced in Dicember
and January was well handled. That {ioes not, however, solve the principal problem
which arises from the fact that military activities have curtailed production
.nd the imports which have been necessary even in normal times have been cut off.
The rice paddies in southern Negros are not irrigated and produce only one
crop per year., The corn crop jue in February will be short because of excessive

rafifall, and no more food of any importance can be expected until July.

s+ile no one has starved in Negros as yet, & large percentage of tne people

are undernourished and famine conditions will prevail in certainfareas by Vay and

June .

™e efforts of the civil governaent and of the army to get the people to
plant camotes, cassava and other root crops have to a large extent failed primarily
eince this new departure is contrary to "costumbre®,

The plain answer is that Negros is not at the present time producing enough
food to feed its own p=ople, and unless this situation is corrected the results
will be extremely serious.

Philippine Airmy Air Corps Unit (A.I.B.). hen Lt. “ol, Zdwin Andrews heard of

my arrival in Negros, he at once issued Lo me a courteous invitation to pay him a
visit at what I understood to be Philippine Army Air Corps He ﬂ. Lt. Col. Andrews
did not, at that time, know that my connection with the 10th uistrict had been
terminated, and he was well aware of the fact that my views did not coincide with
his on certain phases of the “indatan metter., The invitation was one which 1 was
pleased to accept, and it was not until after my arrival that I found the F. A+ Ae
designation to be & blind, and that the organization was actually a branch of the
1e1:Be

It would have been a matter of great interest to me to check over A.l.B. files
but, being without authority to make such an examination, no such pripnaal was made
and it has, in consequence, been necessaly for me to form my opinions of A.l.D.
orerations on the hasis of external indications rather than on the much sounder one
of actual performance.

The camp serving as the present base of operations is one-half hour's walk
from the beach, There is at this camp a small "Dutch® transmitter and receiver
which maintains contact with KAZ, fRA, and EDAIL.

The main station is three hours @fiher back in the mountains, and a third

reserve location has been prepared,
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The A.I.B. has a radio station of its owmn in north Negros, and thres sets
are in operation on other islands,

I have met the large majority of the twenty-four principal agents, and they
constitute the best group of young Filipinos which I have seen since the war began.
In view of the type of men employed, the specialized training which the y
received under Maj. Villamore, and the scope of their operations, I am quite wille
ing to venture the opinion that this branch of the A,I.B. is the best source of

intelligence information which you have in the Philippines today.

Lt. Col., Andrews has cooperated with me in every way possible under existing
conditions, and it has been advantageous to me to be able to check with him and
with his agents not only specific points but particularly certain generalities
(army relations with civilians, with civil government, morale etc.) appearing in
this report.

Andrews has asked if I thought him correct in forwarding reports from agents
Just as they are received, and without comment, and the suggestion has been made to
him that he also prepare monthly reports reviewing important developments during the
period under review and containing his evaluation of the data submitted by agents.

No coplies of radio communications with GHQ are retained wikcept for those con-
taining specific authorization in financial matters.

It would greatly facilitate the work of the A.I.B., and likewise of Abcede's
intelligence agents, if the funds necessary for their operatioms could be furnished
either in Japanese currency or in Philippine bills of large denomination.

Andrews has special cualifications for the position which he now holds in that

he is a #%Hh-riting expert, and has had previous training in intelligence work.

His opinion of Abcede is very high, and he is cooperating to the fullest possible
extent with him.

Independent Units. The only two independent units which have been operating

on- llegros are those led by a civilian named Margarito Gemillan, known locally as
"Puring", and by "Maj. General" Gabriel R. Gador.

"Pﬁring'u" unit which is armed with three machine guns, a few automatic weapons,
and an estimated 75 rifles has not as yet whowm any disposition to join Abcede'm
forces, and personal grudges have developed between members of this band and our
troops in adjoining areas, “Furing“h::, up to the present time, been unwilling to
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shift his small force to other territory, and the friction which now exists would
make its absorption into the 72nd Division difficult, "Puring" is, however, running
very short of ammunition and this fact should furnish a satisfactory solution of this
problem, If that does not prove to be the case, the difficulty is not in any event
of material importance in view of the small size of the force, and "Puring's" in-
ability to expand it, The present policy is to ignore this band, but not to permit
interference of any sort from it,
while Lt. Col. Gador's organization has also been a small one, that problem has
been much more serious in that it has involved the ranking F.A. officer who has baman
making any pretext of resistance to the Japanese,
Gador remained in the mountains after the surrender and displayed no interest

W

in early guerilla activities in Negros. In September, however, he began to gather

a group of men, and to evolve rather lar-~e ideas. '"uiirg heard that It, Col, Fertig
whom he ranked had made himself a C“rigadier General, he followed the advice of

his G=2, luis Dionaldo, took for himself the rank of Major General and, on January
27th, 1943 issued General Order No, 1 assuming command of all USAFFE forces in

the Philippines. At that time he controlled less than thirty rifles,

The forces in Negros Oriental under the command of Lt. Col. Ausejo had, in the
meantime, joined Fertig's organization, and friction "etween Gador's men and Ausejo's
soon developed, Lt. Col., Fertig was advised of this situation and lMr. Bell, who
was then acting on his director of civil affairs, went to see Gador with the result
that he was detained for five days and was publicly ridiculed. At that point the
problem in so far as it concerned the 10th District was left to solve itself with
the result that it became worse rather than better, Gador increased his following
and surrounded himself with a large group of officers many of whom were, in the
early stages, convinced of the justice of his claima% Couriers of Ausejo and Abcede
were intercepted, officers and men were disarmed, and finally there were armed
encounters involving the death of a limited number of mem on both sides.

It would,of course, have been an easy matter simply to eliminate Gador at any
time, and it is due only to the restraining influence first of Ausejo, later of
Villamore, and finally of Abcede that this was not done.

After his appointment as acting district commander, Villamore tried to draw

Gador into the organization, and made him his executive officer. Shortly there after

the Japanese landed at Tolomg, which was nearly one hundred kilometers away from

the place where DHQ was then 1n¢;¥hd, and Cador promptly took off in the middle of
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the night, and returned to his own area, He was relieved of his duties,
Subsequently, abuses of the civilian population in the Tanjay region and the
growing realization on the part of Gador's officers that they had perhaps been
misled, brought about a decline in his power and popularity. Some officers shifted
their allegiance to Abcede, and were,in comsequence, threatened with the death
penalty for desertion. This did not have the desired effect, and more came over.
With this indication of growing weakness, Abcede began to strengthen his forces
in the vicinity of the territory controlled by Gador, and this had the effect which
had been hoped for,
On Dec. 7th advice reached DHQ that Gador, accompanied by three officers only,
had left Negros by banca enroute to Cebu. There was no armed encounterg, and not
& shot was fired,
'- of Gador's men have now come over, bringing their rifles with them, and
his ﬂfficersﬂrupnrt.ing to DHQ with the hope of being taken into Abcede's organization,
The Gador problem has therefore finally been settled, and the solution seems

the best one which could possibly have been found.

Lt, Col, Morgan's Trip to ‘.Fiaq._la, In June 1943 Lt, Col. Morgan, who had with

him a group of fifty or more armed men, landed on the island of Siqui jor. After
looking the situation over he issued general orders promoting daj. Benito Cunanan,
the C.0. of the 4Lth Provisional Batallion, 75th Inf., 7th M. D. to the rank of
Lt. Colonel s

Morgan next issued special orders designating Cunanan as Companding Officer of
the Eth Mlitary District.

Both orders were signed "By Command of Srigadier General W, A, Fertig".

#ith this small matter disposed of, Morgan proceeded to Negros where he
announced that he planned to make a tour of the inland to acquaint himself with the
local situation with a view to settling command problems in the 7th district. This
ne was not permitted to do and, prior to his departing for Mindanao, he was required

by Villamore to revoke the orders issued to Cunanan,

=
internal Difficulties -~ Contrd#t between 10th and 7th Districts. Since

being designated as commanding o 'ficer of the 10th District, Col. Fertig has had

trouble of a rather serious nature with 1Lt, Col. Mclish, a division commander, who
has maintained & large degree of in@gpendunca which has brought about confusion on
numerous occasions; with Maj. rinéatun who requested that his regiment be released
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and permitted to operate independently; and with Maj. (now Lt., Col.) Andrews who
requested transfer to Negros. Maj., Limena, a regimental commander, led a mutiny
lasting over four months., Maj. Jaldon, a regimental commander, made a truce with

the Jupanese without authorization from headquarters. Maj.Cabili, the former

assemblyman for Lanao, has become very antagonistic, and his assistance in Lanaﬂlk

nence cannot be counted upon. Col, Fertig's Adjutant Ceneral has been placed on
inactive duty; his Deputy Chiefl of Staff requested release from his duties, which
request was granted; and his Chief of 5taff, over whom no rezl control of any sort
had ever been maintained, finally attempted a palace revolution.
ihile the 7th District is much smaller than the 10th in point of size, there
little difference in the number of men in the military establishments of the
Since being designated as acting commander of the Tth
Llar dj
tion o ka]. Yaclenahan. This officer has
and should in my opinion be gotten out of the country. Abcede
against him, and the criticism of his actions and attitude came
ncluding reputable american residents of Nerros.

Relations bhetween the 7th and other Districte.
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n“egros and carry on the ficht here,

In view of the rreat difficulty which Abcede has had in building up a food
reserve for his own organization, his offer to take care of ~-ushing and his men in
any emergency which may arise is extremely generous and serves as an excellent
illustration of the type of cooperation which sould obtain between all @ Districts -
out often does not, The 10th is a case in point.,

10th, Banca Traffie, Without advice to Abcede, Col., Fertiz closed down all banca

traffic between Yindanao and Negros. This was done presumahbly with the intention
of controlling the entry of enemy operatives., The result has been a serious food
shortage in the Zamboanguita area, which has never been self sustaining in the matter
of food, and has depended upon imports from northwestern dindanao, By the latter
part of November 1943 the food rererve for the troops stationed at Zamboanguita had
been completely exhausted, and civilians were paying as much as Fl per ganta for corn
though fifty miles away there was a larce exportable surplus which was selling iccally
at one fifth of that price. !ith the headquarters of the 10th District transferred
o Agusan, and with no forces of any importance operating around Dipolog and
Katipanan, there would seem to be no good reason for continuing such drastic control
of transportation, and the recomendation was made to Abcede that he refer this
matier to Col. Pertig by radio, and request at least a temporary liftin- of present
restrictions. The outcome is not known,

Morgan, The actions of Lt. Col. Morgan on the occasion of his visit to Negros
did not contribute to a better understanding between the 7th and 10th Districts.

indrews., Frior to the departure of Maj. Villamore for the south, Col. Fertig

frequently requested infnrmatinnﬁfrum the A.I.B., and also used its station for
relaying traffic to Inginero in Bohol. ithen he discovered that Andrews had bean
left in charge of this organization, there was a noticeable change in both the
number and tone of his communications, - an they have now stopped entirely,

Abcede, 1is aware of the fact that Fertig opposed his appointment as district
commander, but he understands that it was only natural under the circumstances for
him to back Ausejo. Abcede is, however, resentful of the unwillingness to let by-
gones be bygones, and of the fact that unpleasant statements conserning both him and
his district continue to emenate from Mindanao.

Villamore., Very definite anti-Villamore propoganda was put out in Mindanao snd

and both the nature and the source ul{,:ha propoganda are known to me. An agent

of the A.I.B., picked up these stories not in Mindanao but from officers returning
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to Bohol from the 10th District, and made a report upon this matter. Villamore was,
quite naturally, offended and this has doubtless influenced his attitude towards the
10th District.

The answer is that relations between the 1lOth and Tth Districts are not
satisfactory and, to the best of my knowledge, the fault in that matter does not
rest with the Tth,

'Radin contact with the 10th District was lost on Dec. 2ird. It is not known
if Col., Fertig's stations are off the air, or if the contact is one which he feels

it is no& worth his while to maintain.

Inter District Politics, Since his designation as commanding officer of the

10th District, Col. Fertig has not confined his attention to Mindanao, but has
continued to interest himself in the Visayas.

In the recent past Inginero and Caugleon have been designated as area commanders
for Bohol and Leyte respectively. Since both of these officers had been backed by
Fertig, it may be presuned that they will remain in his camp.

col, Fertig has not, however, been equally successful in other quartiers, and
the result has been a campaign the purpose of which is sufficiently obvious.
Derogatory statements have been made concerning Fenton, Cushing and the 8th District;
villamore, Abcede and the 7th; and Peralta and the 6th,

The most recent occasion on which propoganda of this nature is reported to have
been put out was at meetings in Agusan during anembeixgitended by Fertig, Inginero,
cangleon, and Assemblyman lLopez and Gov. Abellano of Cebu.

Over a period of months enough discreditable statements have found their way
back to the people concerned Lo arouse open resentment, and the result has been a
division in the districts with liindanao, Leyte and Bohol ranged against Cebu, hegros
and Panay.

This may appear to be a matter of small moment, but when Cushing is fighting
with his back to the wall in Cebu and is hindred rather than helped by Inginero
who is at the same time boasting about the supplies which he has received, - and
when Abcede, who may be facing a ma jor campaign, h&as never received ammunition or
even medicines during the six months which have passed since he was made acting

district commander, it is not unnatural that both men should worry for fear the

campalgn of misrepresentation has been carried beyond the Philippines, and has been

oA
in some measure successful., .

kajor Cush , It has come as a most unusual experience to hear the ranking
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officers of one district expressing open admiration of work done elsevhere,

has been a pleasure to find that in Negros kal. Cushing is very highly thought of.
hile the feeling here is that the general policy pursued in both the 6th ind

5th Districts was over aggressive and herce forced ile Japanese to take decisive

action which has proved damaging in both cases, this does not alter the fact that

the fighting spirit and the military accomplishments of the troops in the 8th Dis-

trict are much admired,

Ihe co-command in Cebu worked out in such a way that Fenton remained at his
headquarters and handled all administrative details while Cushing spent almost his
entire time in the field.

It is generally conceeded that Cushing must be credited with accounting for
more Japanese than any other commander of guerilla forces in this country,

No one seems to blame Cushing for the excessive number of executions in Cebu,
and the belief held by Filipinos in general is that responsibility for this mistake

rests exclusively with Fenton,

Fenton, who was quite probably mentally unbalanced, was killed by his own men
in September. His organization had already been put practically out of action and
cushing was in Negros at the time, He remained here for over two months during
which time he was seriously 111 with malaria and with a series of abcesses, and then
returned to Cebu,

OUn Dec. 20th. Abcede broadcast orders for all members of the Cebu organization
who were in Negros to rejoin their commander. Cushing court martialed and executed
Lt. Col. Estrella who had killed Fenton and siezed command, reorganized his force,
went into action once more, and he is now being attacked heavily by the Japanese,

The feeling here is that kaj, -ushing deserves a citation as much as anyone
who has bean connected with querilla activities in The Philippines,

Sajor H, R, Bell, aj. Bell furnished the leadership of the earliest guerilla

activities in Negros Criental: he was the first man in the district to establish
radio contact with the United oStates, and also took. to Mindanao and placed in oper-
ation Col. Fertig's first §; he next served as Director of Civil Affair for the
province; and is now actin; as chairman of The Research Board for the 7th District.
in these various capacities he has travelled all over the island of Negros, and

has made one trip to Mindanao, and one to Cebu in the course of which his banca was

shelled by a Japanese vessel. t.:w.

On June 19th, 1943 Maj, Dell's camp was burned by an enemy patrol, and he had
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a narrow escape. On Nov, 24th, at a time when he was confined to his bed by ialaria,
the Japanese burmed his second camp, and on this occation he was shot in the leg,
Maj. Bell commands the respect of all loyal elements on the Island, the work
which he has done is widely known and appreciated, and the hope has been expressed
in several different quarters that he will receive some special recognition for the
service which he has rendered.
Ausejo. Lt. Col. Ausejo is about fourteen years cﬁmr than Abcede and has had
some twenty four years service. In the circumstances it was not an easy matter for
him to step aside, but once the decision was reached to give command of the 7th

District to Abcede, he accepted that situation without complaint, and he has not merely

obeyed orders but has contributed his # share towards the satisfactory general

situation which which obtains at this time.

dajor Crug. , or "Dr. Suylan™ as he 1s known locally, expects soon to be re-

turning to the United Stales.

His mission is believed to have been primarily to check on the present condition
of President Quezon's political fences. It appears that he has found them in a state
of disrepair, and his report will be that in any free and uncontrolled election
after the war, lammal Roxas would win in a walk.

He will also report, sefiisphfbily, that the Filipinos are more interested in the
return of our forces than in independence,

Vontelibano. There has always been a certain amount of jealousy between Lhe

two provinces in Negros, and it would be difficult if not impossible to f.nd any one
man who could keep both of them entirely satisfied. In lontelibano's case some of
the peorle in Nesros Oriental feel that they are being neglected, but even though

this is true iyhfrﬂbarly results primarily from the fact that the pgovermor is fifteen

days away in {8 point of time.

In any event the advantages of having one rovenor for the whole island seem$§ to
soutweigh the disadvantages which would result from having two , and the great benefit
in the present set up is found in the extent to which lontelibano and the provincial

ials are cooperating with our forces.

As illustrations of this point, lontelibano has obtained over #100,000 in
Jepanese currency for the use of Abcede's intelligence agents and the A.I.%.; he
has likewise obtained quite a large amount of Japanese Juinine which was most

Lo

urrently needed; he has reorgahized the volunteer guards; working through loyal
L L ‘:-d a & o
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puppet officlals he has obtained food for our forces from areas under direct
1

Japanese control; he has sought at all times to maintain good relations between

the civil population and the army etec.

Tha-Fesult-has been that ontelibano's position in Negros hee-beeoms similar

to that of Confesor in Panay, but whereas there has been considerable {riction

between Confesor and Peralta, nothing of this sort has developed in the Tth
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probably results primarily from the fact tnat the governor is fif'teen days
away in point of time.

In any event the advantages of having cne pOVeraol for the whole
island seem to outweigh the disadvantages wuioh would result from having
two, end the great benefit in the present set up is found in the extent
to whioh Montelibano and the provinecial officials are cooperating with
our lorceds

As illustrations of this point, lMontellibano has obtainea over
P100,000 in Japanese currency ior the use of Abcede's intelligence agents
and the Ae.l«Bej he has likewise obtained quite & large amount of Japanese
quinine which was most urgently needed; he has reorganigzed the volunteer
guards; working tharougn loyal puppet officials hne has obtained food for
our forces from areas under direct Japanese controly he has sought AT
all times to maintain good relations between the ¢ivil population and
the army eto.

Montelibeno's position and reputation in Negros is becoming similar
to that of Confesor in Panay, but whereas tTnere Las been considerable
friction between Confesor and Peralta, notidng ol this sort nas developed

in the Tth Distriot,

villemore, Prior to my arrival in Negros 1 had been influenced by

statements made concerning Villamore, anc it has been necessery lor me
to revise my views on various pointse

hile my personal views are not of importance, facts are, and if

issus cannot be taken with the following statements, the fects will speak
%

for themselves;
1., Villamore was responsible for tne wification of the forces of

Ause jo, lMata and Abcede,.
Villamore was partially responsible for the choice of Montelibano
as Governor, and this has worked out most satisfactorily.
Villamore set up the local branch ol the A.l1.Bs wnich has
developed into one of the most important sources of intelligence
{nformation which you have in tnis countrye

7illamore was responsible for the designation of Abcede as

: g : '
District commander, and tAe wisdom of this cholce has been proven
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l ( ’ Octobef 6, 1943

p I
Dearf Chick: v (X
WJ ¥

' Your letter of August 17th which arrived yesterday afternoon came as a most
pleasant surprise. I was greatly interested in all of the news which it contained,
and was particularly pleased to learn that increasing assistance is to come this way
since that will be helpful all the way around,

I note your official efforts on my behalf and hope that will work ut to the
satisfaction of all concerned, but in view of recent developments I am somewhat
dubious on that point,

You know the situation at the time you left as well as I do, or perhaps better.
1 was waiting rather impatiently for the delivery of a radio set, and after installing
it on the Sindangan side was next to take on the JOb in Leyte, The set did not come,
out the japs did, I dropped back from the coast and spent nineteen days behind
Oasin and Jimenez hoping that you were an excellent prophet, and that I eould
stroll back to the bolai Ozamis rather than hike over the mountains, which looked
damn high. ‘“hen it became entirely evident that the Japs were going to stay for
a while, I started for this side and found that the mountains were a lot higher than
they looked. That was a hard trip.

You will remember you told me that the new radio sets had come in on the
last Sub, which left Fertig over rather than under supplied. Under these circum-
stances, and with enemy occupation of this territory a fact rather than a matter
of acedemic di scussion, I felt very sure he would send e uipment overland when it
was rossible to do so. Also I thought he planned to stay around Sonifacio, and
with enemy forces occupying Dipolog, Croguieta, Yisamis and Tukuran, that left the
Sindangan area as perhaps the most ligical place to bring in Subs. So I wrote
Fertig that I was on my way over and would stand by for the radio equipment. Also,
1 outlined an idea for taking care of a Sub which might have been useful in an
=mergency, and then plodded along thinking ahat the oririnal plan for putting a
radio on this side would prove to have been a very good one.

The report of "an American from Sonifacio carrying boxes" turned out to be a
false alarm, It was only ‘lendover and he had nothing for me, but his return gave me
& chance to send both verbal and wTitten messages to Fertig, whi:h I did. That
was at the end of July. As time passed I tried to keep Fertig posted by letter as
to what was happening on this side, and some of it has been interesting,

As an example, the report which goes out tommorrow contains advice that on
three occasions between Sept. 27th and Oct. 4th, Jap planes were after our Sub in
this immediate vicinity, and they cut loose with depth charges twice, The last
time the plane showed up less than tweniy minutes after we heard the explosion
of the torpedo, Of the Japs who came ashore, sixteen have been accounted for
thus far,

not to me but to DeVries, to
generator to Bonifacio and turn over camp supplies to Hoemer.
I persuaded myself that letters and Wendover had gone astray, and that Fertig
did not know at that time that 1 was here, since it was very difficult for me to
believe that he would pull off as poor a play as that,

Un September 22nd I had a letter from Vendover stating that he had passed on to
ertig the data from me after his arrival on August 6th. How much after was not
clear from his letter,

On September 25th Fertig issued amended orders to DeVries, and in this instance
i was furnished with a copy which reached me yesterday, October 5th, This is
the first written communication I have had from his office since some time in June,

The answer, then, is that Fertig knows I am here; he has closed down the project
through communications addressed to Lt DeVries, who has been serving under me, and
nas issued him new orders., No instructions of any sort have come to me .

Your conclusion on the basis of the facts as outlined would doitbtless be
the same as mine.

If (for reasons which maj ¥8 perfectly sourd) Fertig does not want on this side
& watcher station which also gu'].d be used for rapid and confidential communication
with his forces in this area, that is nothing for me to get provoked about since
that is his businese and not mine, but if I said I was not seriously put out by what
looks to me like an intentional effort to leave me here high and dry, that would




As for the Leyte proposition, I do not of course have the faintest idea what
the situation is there at this time. As you know I was interested in taking that
Job on, and if I can still be of use in that quarter all I need is instructions
to get going. Success in that quarter would, however, be dependent to an important
extent on Fertig's cooperation, and it is for that reason 1 am leaving the next move
up to him.

If the Leyte matter is, for any reason, now out Intelligence information from
Cebu and Negros might be a useful thing to have unless more and better stuff is
coming in than we used to get. There are also other quarters in which I could be of
service, and certainly in times like these there should be enough work to keep
everyone busy. 1 shall, therefore, hope in one way or another to contribute my
share,

I am deeply indebited to you for sending news through to Slip and if I can,
in the course of time actually get a letter from her, that will really be
something.

Sincerely

Frits

Clad to hear about Sam's promotion. That will please him very much.




My dear Chick:

Your letter of August 17th had been opened, put in a new envelope, and re-addressed -
not in your hand. I have little doubt that Pertig read it, and my reply to you had to be
guided in part by the fact that he would probably read that too, That made me exceedingly
weary and it was only with the greatest difficulty that I was able to retain myselfl from
raising things which would more properly come at a later date,

The situation as it now stands with Fertig is this: when he gets the letters sent
in DeVries' care he will know I am perfectly well aware of the fact that I have been
given a run-around. I have asked in an entirely respectful way that this matter be
cleared up one way or the other, and have called his attention officially to the fact
that he has left me without instructions. That is exactly the way I want it, and our
whole future relationship will turn on the manner in which he meets this situation.

#ith thinge in this delicate state of balance, you have departed from the role which
you described as that of "just a mesgenger boy", and have intervened in this affair in
4 manner which has made me more angry than I have been in a very long time. I Quote
from your letter:

"I have talked to the Navy about you and Sam (Sam is Lt. Comdr.) and you have
picked up as on duty with U, S, forces 10th Dist. It is important that you be
on duty as otherwise your status probably would be 'inactive duty' which is
something like demobilization. How did the Leyte idea shape up?"

Aith reference to the first sentence, you knew I was not on duty with Fertic's
organization, you also knew I had no intention of rejoinins it, and finally you yourself
had surrested = and Pertig had arproved - the job in Leyte, which ir in the Gth
iistrict. The answer then, is simply that you rave the Navy information which h |
knew to he false,

As for the second sentence, it is not only a clear threat, but an exceedir
ugly ome, and you are 1 < *® ot saying, "rejfoin Fertis's ourfit or else”, Since ny
reaction to pressure of this sort comine from you is very antagonistic, there is
nothing you eould have said or done whiel would contribute more effectively to an open
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and {inal break between Fertig and myself, and if that does come you can take quite
a bit of eredit for ercipitating it.

And now, Chico, I am going to refresh your RemOTry on a couple of pointe because
I think that after your association with really important people, a little needli: g from
Just an ordinary person would not do you a bit of harm.

#e shall begin in a very small way with the Oxamis fakily. The members of which
nad been more than kind to both you and me, and also to Fertig. In June I told you |
thought they sould get themselves comfortably settled in their evacuation camp, but you
were quite of the opposite way of thi Un June 26th they had to clear sut of
their house at night and, if you bothered to check Up on your hosts during the three
days which you spent in Jimenez after the J&ps came, you are sware of the fact that they
were in a small house occupied by no less than eighteen pecple, were sleeping on the
floor, and actually were short of decent food to eat. The last I heard of them, on
July 12th, they were neither happy nor particularly enthusiastic about the consideration
which had been shown then by people who were Supposed to know what was going on.

Carrying this same idea oonsiderably farther, I thought steps should be taken to
move people out of the towns and get them started on raising their own food. You were
completely opposed to this plan which you thought would be very injurious to their
morale, that being an idea whch you had borrowed from Fertig. ‘/hen the Japs came, the
people took off in a hurry leaving most of their small worldly goods behind them.

The towns were promptly looted by the Japs, and the "gonte" claim that in some places

& much more expert and thorough job was done by our own troops. There was an immediate
and rather acute food shortage, and the question as to which of the two policies would
have been least injurious to the morale of the people has answered itself guite clearly,
Check up on it sometime.

The next point concerns the ebure of the Japanese attack on Kisamis. From April
on, my forecast was that when the* Jhpanese attacked it would be in force and with the
the idea of trying to knock out the central organization of the 10th district. With
some condenscion you told me (in June) that your trips had given '

yYou an insight into
the situation as a whole which I did not have; that I did not realize the true weakness




and lack of initiative of the Jaranese; and that if, or when, they came it would be
for nothing more than a demonstration in the way of a raid like those on Balingasge
and Talakag, and would at the most involve nothing more than a little "town burning®.
The "raid" has lasted four months s0 far.

It, therefore, appears that in spite of the exceptional advantages which you had
in formulatinmg your opinions, your estimate of the situation was defective on a couple
of fairly important points, but 1 do not doubt that it had been corrected by the time
you reached Australia. Good clear hindsight has ite uses.

At this point I have just remembered an entirely different matter which 1 wish to
cover. Only shortly before you left for the South, 1 asked if you were taking along
with you a copy of the special report on the military situation in Misamis as of April Bth.
You replied you were not, and that interested me quite a lot since that document made
clear & situation which was unusual, to say the least., The answer, as I worked it out
in my rather slow moving mind, was one of two things; either you had decided to back
Fertig so strongly that you did not want any damaging adverse eriticiem of his policies
to get to GHQ; or that you wanted any findings of this nature (and their connection) to
appear not in a report written by me, but in that ably compiled by Lt. Cmdr. C. Farsons,
USNR. Did I do you an injustice, Chico? 1If so, it was only speculative one in my own
mind, and my theories were not transmitted to anyone else,

And now, before going into the last point, I want to deal in a personal way with
the subject of W, W. Fertig - his abilities and his limitations.

I think that Fertig is good as an organiser; he has demonstrated the fact that
he ies successful as a politician; he has an excellent mind for detail; and his has &
pleasing and likeable personality. With these points in his favor plus a very sound
jdea (the unification of all guerilla forces in Mindanao) he proceeded to put his
jdea across., For that he deserves both recognition and credit, and I am glad he has
received both things.

On the other hand he can make no claim to competance from a strictly military ,
fiewpoint; no one who knows him could possibly call him a strong man; and either through
desire or necessity he has tried to run the 10th district as a one man show which nej ther
he, nor anyone else, could possibly do successfully.

The result has been & large, loosely integrated organigation which was having its
troubles even when the piping times of peace prevailed in Misamis.

That being the situation as I saw it, when you asked me what my recommendation for
the future would be, it was that a hard boiled and really competert regular army officer
who enjoyed General Mac Arthur's confidence be sent up from Australia either to take
command of the whole show or at the very least, to assist Fertig. You interposed
jmmediate objections saying that no of ficer with those gqualifications w uld be willing
to come here; that the able men wanted to stay in Australia where they had a chance
of advancement:; and finally that if such a preposal were made, what we would actually
set would be Stevenol or someone like that, - one of the ex-Philippine residents who
is hanging around with nothing much o do nd is anxious to get back to tne Islands.
Ferhaps you were entirely right, but if the little show here does not rate just one
honest=to-god American officer, that seems rather discouraging.

I agree with you that the local talent, Fértig is the best man for the job he has
built for himself. Fut if the guerilla organization in lindanao is of any real i--
rortance with reference 5 future military prlans, then I think that instead of banking
on ¥. %, F,, the political foundation which he has successfully laid st uld be used for
a stronger and safer military structure than he irs capable of erecting.

'n other words it seems to me your idea has been "Take a chance on Fertig", while
sine i "If the show is of any real interest, why take any chances which could te easily
avoided?" Only tinme will tel]l which of us had the sounder idea on that particular point,
and there will probably always be room for argumert .

I shall say nothing about the present situation here beyond the fact that
Anti-American feeling arising partly from obvious causes and partly, T imagine, from
vorrpan's propoganda is spreading among the Taos, and has gotten way over to this side.
I hate to see that. Also, it is dangerous.

I do not (even at this time) have any interest in trying discredit Fertig, but there
are two things in which 1 definitely am interested. The first is that since this is
more of an American outfit than any of the other guerilla organizations, 1 have always
wanted to see it a g-od one; and the second 1s that no matter how wobbly an outfit it is
sr wo commands it, I certainly want to see it come through. It is for that reason I
was particularly interested in what you had to say about increased help coming. 1 hope




thiat will prove to be something beyond just a few more Subs, because the people are
now used to that idea, and they never know how many are coming in anyway. They need
something more than that, and any different (and visible) sign of interest and assistance
from the South would be tremendously helpful at this particular time. I personally would
not mind catching a glimpse of "increased help" in the shape of a couple of officers from
New Cuinea, but I doubt if Fertig would be equally glad to see them., I think it more
probable he would rather be alone with a radio set.

And now lets go back to March. "hen you unexpectedly showed up here I was delighted
to see you in a personal way and, in an official way, gave you every assistance which
I poseibly could. All G-2 files were turned over to you and any information not appear-
ing in those records which I thought might be useful to you was given verbally. That
got you away to a nice start which, I believe you appreciated. It was in those very
early days of your tour that you turned up that nice little Fertig-Smith deal in which
Charley was doing your reporting to GHf§ for you in a message in his private code begin-
ing "Conditions here excellemt" - and you will remember that when you finally decided
to shift the message to your code and send it over your owmn signature, I recommended
for your own protection a more conservative statement until you had satisfied yourself
as to what conditions really were. Later when you had been able to gather your own in-
formation, I was =.ways pleased to talk things over with you and compare viewpoints,
And finally ‘ince I had known you off and on for the better part of twenty years and
classed you under the heading of "Amigo", I felt free to talk frankly.

Personally, as a mark of your appreciation you were so kind as to offer to exert
your "best efforts" on my behalf when you reached Australia. I thought that very
nice and suggested, that when you got around to the good deeds, you remember Sam wilson
too.

Nhile you may not believe it, the fact remains that I hate like hell to feel
towards you as 1 do now,




November 3rd, 1943

.\I

My Dear Chick:

The last plece of evidence which I wanted is now at hand, and 1 am leaving for
Negros in the immediate future.

When I reach Negros it is not my intention to rush for a radio station, and there
are in that connection two points which I wish to make clear.

The first is that I am not starting the big fight., And the second is that if you and
Fertig want to carry it to GHQ in an effort either to force me into service in the 10th

district, or to prejudice my reputation or standing in the Navy, then the fight is certainly
on.,

I realize that if it proves necessary to take on both of you at the same time, I
shall be at a heavy initial disadvantage, but it will not be a permanent one.

I shall ask you to forward the enclosed letter addressed to my wife without reading
it. If things develop in such a way that she becomes aware of the fact that I am involved
in difficulties of some sort and the letter has not reached her, there, my boy, you and
I will have a personal account as well as an official one to settle.

Fl L- 'ql
Lt, Comdr. USNR

Bearing in mind the arrangements made by Fertig to take care of Faping Yap and
the ex-governor, its all down on paper which will not, Chico be with me.

Fe Lo W,
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