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From: C.W. C=in-C Bewer 31 May 1945

1. Herewith is a report of Col, Smith on his investigation of the area
in the Cemeterio Del Norte where the enemy appears to have executed most of
those patriote of several nationalities apprehended for assisting our cause
in Manila. Affidavits taken by Col. Smith in the course of his investigation
are also attached as is & report of Mr. Earl Carrol, Chlirman of the Santo
Tomas Internees Committee, thereon. -

2. I understand that the area involved is a gruesome sight with contless
human bonee protruding in all directions -- mortal remains of great men and
women who have given their Jives in support of our cause,

3« I recommend that:

(a) Proper burial immediately be given these remains; and %Zo 5

(b) Thereafter the area, after consultation between representatives
of the Army and the Commonwealth Govermnment, be set aside and
developed by either or both as a national shrine in memory of the
unknown martyrs therein resting.
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May 11, 1945

Brig. Gen. Courtney Whitney
Section of Civil Affeirs
General Heasdquarters

Trade & Commerce Building
Manila

Dear General:

I am sending you herewith a copy of the letter
Barl Carroll left with me regarding the situation he
end Mr. Msnuel Manosa found in the Chinese Cemetery
Area and a recommendation that something should be done
to afford proper burial to the unfortunate persons who
lost their lives in this Area and Tor the conversion of

the Area into a netional cemetery with a proper desligna-
tion.

Very sincerely yours,

7

3 / 4 L~ ___-_,-"
L N7,

C. A. DEWITT




COFX

Camp Administration Committee
Santo Tomas Camp

April 8, 1945

Mr. C. A. DeWitt, Chairman
Philippine Committee

Santo Tomas Camp

USAFFE -- Civil Affairs

Dear Mr. DeWitt:

Mr. Manuel Manosa and I went to the Chinese Cemetery
area today to try to locate the graves of the three inter-
nees who escaped from Santo Tomas during February of 1942
and were executed on February 15.

Two Filipinos who have been working in the cemetery
for several years approached us and showed us the exact lo-
cation. In conversation with them, it developed that they
had knowledge of the execution and burial of a large number
of persons in that area during the three years of Japanese
occupation.

They took us to the places where persons mumbering from
one to 30 and 40 had been disposed of, either by shooting or
decapitation. The details of these executions were gruesome and
we found skulls, bones and bits of clothing to confirm their
stories. They roughly estimate that 3,000 to 4,000 persons of
all nationalities, including American, had met their awful fate
at the hands of brutel Japanese in this area.

It occured to Mr. Masnosa and me that something should
be dome to convert this ares into a proper cemetery, probably
a national cemetery. It is almost certain that these persons
who met their doom there were executed becsuse of their actions
on behalf of the Americen cause or their subversive work against
our enemy -- the Japs. They died without an opportunity to

I am leaving for the United States tomorrow morning.
Mr. Menose is willing to do enything he cean to assist in get-
ting proper recognition and care for this spot. I am sure that
you will be willing to do all you can. I trust you will agree
that it is something worthy of our sincere efforts.

A copy of this letter is going to Mr. Manosa and I under-
stood from him thet he would contact you soon for further dis-
cussion of the matter. I think it would be a good 1idea to
visit the area and talk to sll the Filipinos who heve worked
there or who have knowledge of what has hsppened.

Tours truly,
(8GD.) EARL CARROLL, Chairman
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST

APO 501
9 May 1945

Report on Atrocities Committed by Japanese at Cemeterio
Del Norte.

Brigadier General Courtney Whitney.

l. On April 24, 1945, the undersigned accompanied by Judge C. A.
DeWitt and Mr. Jose Manosa went to the Cemeterio Del Norte to examine
the area where laborers reported a large number of people had been
murdered by the Japanese. The area in question lies northeast of the
south gate of the Chinese cemetery and measures approximately 200 yards
by 300 yards. It is open ground with only one pre-war burial plot
located in it. In the area there are numerous long trenches which had
been filled in. The earth has since settled over these trenches leaving
depressions. Most of the trenches are from 20 to LO feet long and about
4 feet wide. Frotruding from many of them are human boness Skulls and
other human bones are scattered over the area.

2. Through the kindness of Mr. Manosa of the Metropolitan Water
District, we were able to lecate four of the men who were connected with
the cemetery. He also located one victim who had been buried with two

bayonet and two bullet wounds and who later escaped from the grave. Their
affidavits are attached hereto,

Je Mr. Pelageo Reyes, Chief of the Cemetery, was able to keep a
secret record listing the date and number of persons killed., This record
is not complete as he was not able to get the exact number in every case.
This secret record was read into his affidavit. It shows a total of 1745
persons killed during the Japanese occupation of Manila. This figure does
not include several groups which are listed but number involved remains
unknown ,nor dees it take into consideration those brought to the cemetery

in coffins.
=7

CHARLES M. SMITH
Lt. Col., CE




i Quillemmo Legacion, after having sworn before Lt Gols C. I, Smith,
'siley To Tell the truth and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

BY LT. COL.. C, ¥, SIITH:
your name, residence and

By :'_“L emo Legacion, residing at 2705 M, H xtension. Occupation -
latchman, Cementerio del Norte,

How long have you been wor! “ing
Sinee llarch 4, 1912,

» S y
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i L] - d 1ls
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At the Cementerio del Norte.

111 you tell us about anrthing that haprened ther iring the Japanese oc-
curation?

1 saw people executed by the Japan 1ese, 1o were sanetimes bayoneted, shot

e

at times their necks were cut 1::-'"'“‘ by the sword.
hen did this happen?
Since thev come to the Philipoines,

"-'l.l

Could vou see them

T v w .= ' 4 - —~
1 could see them 1 2 distance of about 200 meters a

0 go near during the execution.
Could you see what n

I could not on zsceount

grave and cut their heads off with

blow?

L
o 5 s

bayoneted them, did they bayonet them at the back or in front?

Sanetimes when they were already inside the grave they were

thought the man was still ...J.,l"i.?’ﬂ,,
/::I_.'ii 7
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2.

-
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Tastimony of Guillermo legacion = page 2

low about the graves, can you Se€ any bones out there now?

There are many bones and this is due to the fact that the
imes when I passed theough the cemetery in

ound dead bodies lying on the waY.

les, giYr,
graves were shallow. Sanet
roing to my place of work, | I <
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Personally appeared before ne, ¥r. Cuillemmo Legacion, this 9th day of
egposes and says that the facts stated in

May, 1945, who being duly sworn 4
the foregoing affidavit are true as he verily believes.

:
/
B 7 5@4&;#@1

Flay 1945
JMIEs A, CALLEDER
Capt., AGD
Asst. AG




#r. Daniel Santos, after having swom before Lt., Col. C, 1I.

to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:
SIITH:
State your name, residence and occupation,
Daniel Santos, llasambong, San Francisco del Yomte. Occupation none.
How old are you?
17 years.,
Did you ever get in trouble during the Jananese occupation?
No, sir.
Wy were you arrested?
Because a spy pointed me as a guerilla,
anen was this?
On January 3, 1945.
happened?
brought me to the
Jere you alone?
Tvro trucks.
How many people were you?
I do not lmow, may be 100,
what happened then?
nese killed all, 5 only were alive.

How did they kill you?

)y hands were tied on my back. After they have bayoneted me, I was buried
in the ground.

Did they shoot you too?
sir.

. N

(Indicating wounds in his ripght and left ams).
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Testimonvy of Daniel Santos - page 3
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Personally appeared bdfore me, Mr, Daniel Santes, this oth day of May,
1945, who being duly swormn deposes and says that the facts stated in the fore-
poing :.,f'flda‘li'it are true as he verily belleves,

ow ()6 tliccks

JAIES A, CAIl ]'_‘!
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Persanally appeared before me, Mr. Antonio A. Torres, this 9th davy of
May, 1945, who being dulr swom deposes and says that the facts stated in

the foregoing affidavit are tme as he verilr believes,

>
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JAIE A, CALLBIDER
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before Lt. Col, C. ). Smith,
testified as follows:
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Mr. Anastacio Liwanag, this 9th day of May,
stated in.

FPersanally appeared before nme,
1945, who being duly sworn deposes and savs that the fac
avit are true as he verily believes.
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Yir. PELAGIO REYES, after having sworm before Lt. Col. C.

i hing b he 1 i at.4 i 1 ovres
to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:
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State vour name, residence and occupatldn.

. r o 3 - . 4
Pelagio Reves, residing at 467 Dimasalang, Kanila, I am at present
Section of Cemeteries, Department of Health, City of Manila,

How long have ¥ b hat positiony

! T 8 T
About three Yeoa

for four months. en wvoricing in the Del Yorte Cemetery since
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estinony of 1'r. Falar laj page 4
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lestimony of l'r. Pelagio leyes = Dage &

ronl see any wanen?

-
& L9

Did

A. There were several wamen, Filipinos. There were also same W ites., I
could not tell thedir nationality because vhen they passed by the of-
fice they were covered by eanvas and only the color of the skins could
be seen.

Personally appeared before me, Mr. Pelagio Refes, this 9th day of May,
1945, who being duly sworm deposes and says that the facts stated in the
foregoing affidavit are true as he verily believes.

JAMES A, CALLINDIR/
Capt., AGD
Asst. Al




