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vaptured 8% SINGAFPORE on 15 Dee &

Was imprisoned at m.-'!:l-l eamp on SINGAPORE
Island, where rations eonsi of 16 ounces of rice per
man per day, one-sixteenth of an ounce of salt, one ean
of M &V to forty-eight (48) men and about twice & week
from 1} - 2 ounces of meat. No vegetables of any

deseription were ed and we used leaves and warious

shrubs.as vegetables,

After one month in CHANGI warious w rking parties
were sent out into the towm area in SINGAPORE o do
general elean u!-:.hrm' removel of dead bodies buried
under debris - types of work, During this time
the treatment of prisoners the Ja p¢ guards was
reasonable and the men were not unlury.:nh sted, slthough
there were oecasional cases of beating and maltreatment,

In June 42 the transfer of prisoners to BANPONC in
was started. The first group consisted of 1,200,
folloved a few daye later by another group of 1,800, For
about ¢wo monthe these prisoners were employed in building
oamps and various marshalling yarde in BANPONC ares.

In Nov 42 the bulk of prisoners from SINGAPORE started
to arrive in THAILAND and woxk on the railwa. proper was
comnmenced., Sections of the rellvay far whieh the wrisoners
of war were responsible was from BANPONG t0 the Three Pagodar
Base on the THAI-BURMA barder. Onee work on the railav
was sterted conditi ons of feeding and gemerd tre-tmemt of
orisoners steadily deteriorated., As the raillwey 5:“'“"“
the Japanese became continuouely harsher in their atment
and even were fareing siek menm to go out to wopk. There
were about 12,000 Bridl sh and 3,000 Austrelien PW¥e on this
section of the railwey et this time,

In Mar L3 about lﬂém British and Duteh prisoers o

war errived to work on the railway., A working battalion
of officers, ineluding field effirars, was formed by the
Jepanese despite continued protests by the senior British
offieer, Lt, Col, WILLIAMSON. This battalion was forced
to work building bridges, whieh was econsidered by everyone
a8 the heaviest work on the railmay. PFar a lerge partion
Of the time these & flocers were working up to their waiste
in water driving piles in the rivers and swamps,

In June 43 we had a forced ten days mareh through the

Jungle uz to the far northern seetion of the r eilway, and
this time most of our men were without proper elothing

and very few had footwear of any deseription. The ® nditdon
of their health was becoming steedily worse and t.e death
rate was inoreacsing rapldly. Ve struek & echolers epidenie
at TAKANUN end the death rate then became alarming, Medicel
feeilities were negligible, though mo waise ean be too high
for the British and Aunuiilm doetors who eec nied us
throughout the eonetruetion of the reilwy, With minfmm
medical equipment these doetors worked day and night
attempting to elleviate the sufferings of the men end seve
lives. During this time in most of the ceamps men were
eleeping without gover and it was raining almost continuously;
food was bed, eonsisting for long stretehes of rice and salt
and not mueh of that. There was an alarming inerease in

dysentery and men were dying lilrg flies.
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Indicating the large numbers of men who eould not be
driven out to work, & base hospital was formed et CHIANG RAI
eonmanded Lt, Col., OWTRAM, with British and Australian
med {oal #. I was per able to see for myself
the eonditien of the sieck men ng in from the eountry,

a# I had been evaguated with ohronie malaria in June, These
men were usuelly sent down river by barge and usually made the
trip with no food or, at the outside, one meel during the
three days' journey to the base camp, and practically every
barge arrived with anything fron one to three dead men.

The bettom of the barges was inveriably several inehes deep
in exereta, as the men were too weak to get over the slide

of the barge.

In CHIANGC RAI Camp when I left there were olose on 200
men who had one leg amputated because of tropleal uleers,
and there were two Auetralisn soldlers who had both legs
tated. Many othere hed db# d aesa result of anputations
lack of medieel faeilities for treating them post-operationally.

The railvey was completed in Now 4) and the Japanese
started evacuatine the “3;. on the high ridge GL'M
n bese camp

reflwey from Deo Onwards ANC RAY was the
and there were alco two smaller bases at TAMARKAN, under

1t. Col TOOSEY, of 135 Fd Regt RA, and at NONPADUK, under
1t. Col., Louis BAKER, of the Norfolk Regt. The senior
medi al offieer at CHIANGC RAI was Lt, Col. DUNLOP, of the
Australian Medioal @Gorps, and at TAMARKAN was Major A E., MOOIH,
of the Austrelien Medicel Corps. Conditions now started %o
and the treatment was nueh better and tie foold beocame
quite reasonable, with a good supply of wvegetables and
oo oarionally meat. We were also able to meke local purchases
of foodstuffe, mainly egge and meat, Fa the maintenance of
the hospitel, whieh by now formed the major pert of the eanmp,
er very few men were anything but siek, the « filcere had to
subseribe 15 dollars per month from their pay and wvarious
other forme of raising money were adopted, Even this was
quite inadequate,

In May 4L the Jepanese started pieking out the it men
who hed recovered from the effeets of the up-sountry experiense
and formed then into parties for transport to JAPAN] ratio one
offiger to 150 men. No o Ticer sbove the rank of Captain
was selecte? for these parties, I was placed in ecommeand of
one of 2,000 men for trensport to JAPAN., Ve finally
left CHIANC RAI on 7 June k4 and eded by rail to SINGAPORE,
where we boarded two traneports, 1,250 mem on one transpors,
on whieh T was travelling, and 700 men on the other, under
commnd of Capt. H,R., HALL, of 148 Fd Regt RA. s transport
left several duys before we did and I have no knowledge as to
what ned to it after that, We left SINGAPORE on 29 June
and pa to MIRI, SARAWAK, We then went on to MANILA, P.I.,
wiere we arrived on 2) Jul and Jay in the bay for two months
bvefore continuing our journey to JAPAN. During this period
food and mediecal supplies were extremely bad and over 100 mem
dies of starv:tion, ineluding one doetor, Capt, BRAFAI, RANMC.
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On 20 Sep we salled from MANTLA end next day we wore
uugt by the first Ameri an air atteek on shipping at LUZON.
By Shis tine 80% of the men werd unavle to walk and, when the
ship was struek by two aerial torpedoes and four bonbs, two
of whieh landed in the holds eontaining the men, killing e
large nunbey, meny of them were unable to hely therselves
and the mejority of then were, drowned. ] was able to swin
ashore and escape from the J se and later plekel up
11 other men, coneisting of 8 Bridl sh and 3 Duteh, who had
also been lbio to get eway from the Japanese. 1 then spent
five monthe with the guerilla forees in ZAMBALES and PAVPANGA
and finally was able to eontact an Ameriean Navy PIB on the
night of 24 Jan L5, Thewse took me aboard andd elivered

me to “eventh Fleet HQ at LINGAYEN GULF .. g¢he morning of

25 Jan, where I was interrogated for one day and sent by plane
to m'f!.




