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Neme t Irving Victor Joseph
Born t 15 October 1912 in Los Angeles, California
s BSan Francisco Law School, 1934-36) Pilot's
School, received & pilot's license
s Enlisted 1L October 1940; sssigned EO%h Pursult
8 uedron 25 October 1940; sent to Mamila 20 Novem-

ber 19403 Squadron transferred to Clark Field
7T July 1941

¢t 20th Pursuit Squadron, 20 November 1940
1+ Since 23 November 1940
Interrogeted by G-2 GHy SWPA
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Joseph is a persom with vioclent likes and dislikes. He is prone to

meke spap judgments, which lead him teo critiecise bitterly the command.ng
officers of Mindamso 2nd Bohol, His faith im end admirstion, to the point
of fansticism, for Colonel CUSHING is unbelieveable. Because his story is
confirmed by facts elready kmowm, the informstion submitted by him 1s consid-

ered falirly reliable,

*

SBtationed at Clark Fleld with the 20th Pursuit S usdronm.
Retreated to Bataan.

Surrendered on Bataan.

Landed at Bacolod, Negros with the Japamese invading
forcees which were unopposed.

[Drove trucks in Negros for Jepanese, ambushed many times Dy
guerrillas, {ew cesuslties because gucrrilies opened fire
too soon,

Shot in back durimg san smbush, received treatment in the
Bacolod Hospitel.

Escaped with six other Amcricam POWs, all of whom have been
evacuated to Australia.

Joined guerrilla forces in mnorth Negros.

Steyed with Colonel MATA, loafed arcund Head uarters,
unable to get permisesion for Americans to stage ambushes.
Went to Cebu with Colomel CUSHING,

Comunissioned by Cushing as Brevet lst Lt, Inf.
Participated in several fights aga.nst Jepanese, and
captured scme Jap guns and amsunition.

Left Cebu to go to Mindanso to meet submarine to bring
to GHY Herbert A RETTER, a German sallor who had escaped
from the Jupanese in the Cebu City horbor,.
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Arrived at Lapinin Islanrd, remained there for some time
because of heavy Jap air patrol of Mindanso Ses and lsck
of wind for sail boats.

Sailed for Camiguin Island,

Arrived at Camiguin Island,

Captain GARCIA, who was carrying Retter®s papers, arrived
&t Camiguin Island, Cont.cted Colonel FERTIG by radio
through Lt R THOMAS, one of Fertig's sgents., Tola to
stand by because of heawy Jap patrol until further sdvised.
Left Camiguin Island to retwn to Qebu vie Bohol after
receiving no furthér word from Fertig. Joseph was disgusted
with Fertigle lack of cooperatiom.

Arrived «t Carmem, Bohol, Hesdquasrters for Major INGINIERO,
remaining there several days,

Arrived at Cushing's Headquarters on Cebu,

Left Cebu with Retter to meet submarine inm Negros.

Arrived im scuthern Negros and learmed the Japp had th t
norning made an atteck and destroyed most of the CPs.
Evacuated,

L - -

Guerrills Orgenisatiopn  There are four Provisional Regiments on Cebu,

Each regiment Las a cefinite er-a in which to
operate, but, whem the Japanese nake & drive into an ares, the reglment im
the adjacent area cooperates by meking am attuck om the flank of the Jape,
Phis coordinated actiom is poccible because of the absolute control + : %
Colonel Cushing end his reglmental ofiicers have ower their units,

Discipline has been perfected among both the o/ ficers end the =en.
Thoee wuo have siuwn any tendency to disobey orders huave been weeded out,
Moet of the oil.icers and mem are former USAFFE nen,

All olficers and men have beem taugnt thut they are im am army which is
sctively engaged in war with the ememy. They h ve beem tought the Articles
of War znd the meaning of a violatiom of these Articles during time of war,
Every man has beem told a court-martial will be given anyone found asleep
&% his poct or anyone who retreats from the ememy umless ordered to do so by
his superior officer, Iue death pemalty hes beem givem im such cases, &8 &
result of which, lexity or disobedience of an order is an umhesard of thing
on Cebu now,

The oificers and memn share the sume food, are subjected to the game
dangers, and suffer the seme deprivetions, This hus resulted in a feeling of
comraceship between the officers amnd nen,

CUMMANDO SCHOULS s O/ ficers and zen sttend schools where courses inm combut
tactics, mapping, trail finding, use of all weapons, courte-martisl procecure,
and intelligence courses are taught, The training is stremucus and exacting,
Actual combst comditioms are siaulcted as much as possible.

Intelliigence Organisation Bpecial euphasis has been pleced on the trelning
of intelligence agents. The Phili pines Intelli-

gence Gulde has beem used extensively in etressing what information to obtsin,
The Gulide has been a great help to G-2,

Agente, posing as civilians, live in every Japanese occupied towm on
Cebu, Agents hove likewise beem planted im most of the Japsmese of!ices
where civilian eaployeee are used, Fegular contact is nme.nteined between
these agents and the srmy so th:t the intelligence inforcation can be expedi-

tiously transmitted.

our rtl The civillens, as well as the nembers of the army,
heve been told that they are amemable to the Articles of Wer, Iwery one has
been advised that ne or she will be shot if found guilty of seting as a spy
for the ememy. Uany spies have been ceught end their executions have Leen
wicely publicized.
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Complete hearings have been held in every trial. The accused are repre-
sented by competent counsel. Im most instances, confessions have been
obtained, Usually the offenses are elither leading the Japanese to the army
CPs or pointing cut guerrilla agents operating in the towms,

All the testimony is takem dowm by court reporters. Three copies of tue
record are made,

Buresu of Constabulsry Nembers  Colonel Cushing has issued en orcer,

which has beem circulauted smong the Consta-
bulsry men, to the effect that they will be takem imto the guerrilla srmy if
they surrender with their gums) otherwise, they will be shot or captured on
gight, At one time, 30 of them surrendered with their gums.

Those who are captured are investigated, and, if 't is discovered that
they have comnitted any atrocities cr nave been unusually sctive in help ng
the Jupanese, they are court-martialled and ghot upon convietion. Trose who
have & clean record are kept in the area umder observation for a short
period sncd them tukem into the organisation.

Equipment Requirements Blasting devices are badly needed 1o carry on
effoctive sabotege work, The cement plant im Cebu
is wor st full blast in tursing cut toms of cenent, Cebtu soldiers could

sabotage this plant with the proper equipment. Full instructions should be
sent.,

pevices used to blow up ships would be inmvaluable. Cebu herbor alwsys
has ships im it, With the proper equipment some of these ships could be
sunk or disabled, It would be an easy matter for Cushing's mer to swinm or
paddle out to the ships amd attach explosives to the ships.

Blesting materisls which would mot be sasily detectable in coul cculd be
effectively used to sabotage tie plants on Cebu, Cotl ie used by mamy of
the Fllﬂtn'

pistols equipped with silencers co.ld be of great assistince by uncer-
cover agemts in Cebu City dm disposing ol collaborators end sples.

Rifles with telescopic sights are needed for snlping at Jap outpostis.

Several thousand extractors and beyonets for infield rifles are bedly
l!.’d.di

The bolos now being mace by U, S, ordnance are worthless beceuse tuey
are not belng made according to the Philippine style, They are too longe

Carbines are not much good on Cebu, their range be..g too suort.

Hand grenades, "Tomuyy guns®, land mines, booby traps, ficld glezses for
coast wetching, smd lignt anti-aircrult weapons to be usod age nst strafing
’l-m- ere needed.

5O Joseph was on his trip to Mindamso st the
time that the Jepanese offlcers end mem

were captured after the plene crashed om cebu.

The informatiom set forth here is alleged to be the story cs told by
Colonel Cushing to Joseph.

When it was discovered tuct there was & General and an hdmirsl scong
the priscuers, an attempt was mace 1o coptact GHQ through the lO0th Militery
DPistrict. Y¥sch time the Cebu operator contacted Fertig's Head uarters, he
was told to stend by. For four days am el ort was mace tc neke contect and
each time the result was the scme,

The dey after the plane crashed, the Japs nace & drive to rescue the
prisoners, Tie utmost secrecy was used im concesling the whereabouts of U e
prisopers. As & result, the eivilians did not kmow where they were. Never-
theless, tie Jape sterted killing every civilian after ne wep unstble to tell
soere the priscners were.

It was necessary to carry the prisoners from plece to place because
ti.ey were unable to -:.‘Lk. On the fourth day it becane epparent to Cushing

i
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that he wes not going to be sble to hold ocut, His forces were nearly sur-
rounded, Tue Japs were using planes to locate their rositioms, Many innocent

In order to aveid the wanton killing of ecivilians, «nd because e reall ec
he was eventually going to lose the prisoners, Cushing decided to nogotiate

with the Japs.

In return for the surrender of the prisomers, the Jups agreed to eall off
their troops end stop molesting the civilians, The Japs earried out their end
of the bargein.

Cushing scld that this wes the hardest decisiom lie ever hed to muke in
his 1ife. He was considerably upset over it and realized th:t GH( probebly
censured him for the sction takem, which was the only eourse opem to him under

the circumstances,

PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS ¢ Cushing would appreciate some good comb t off'icers
who were fearless and wented to fight. They would be helpful im giv ng the
aen training in the most effective tactics pow being used, Omly mem wio are
willing to undergo the toughest kinds of deprivatioms should be sent., Im addi-
tiem to combat officers, Cushing also wents sone good intelligence olficers.

COLONEL JAUES CUSHING s CO of Cebu. Besides being = fearless righter, he
ie a lesder of mem., He has complete control of his organization, His word
is final, His men, as well as the civilians, practicelly wership him, Ay
aan in the ermy found guilty of abusing the civilians is severely punished,
Though he is exscting im his demands, he asks no man to cdo amything thit he

is mot willing to do. Im persopally planning and leuding attecks against the
enemy, he asks for mo qusrters and gives none., To him, the word ®Jap" uweens
fight, not rum and hicde as is dome in some of the nesrby islands,

LT COLONEL ESTHKELLA s He executed FENTON during Cushing's wvisit to Cebu,
In & court-msrtial trial, Estrella was convicted of plamping to get control
of the Cebu forces and surrendering them to the Japs., He was executed,

MAJUR ESPERTO 3 CO of the 85th Provisional Feglment, He 1s 29 yeers old,
a good fighter, afraid of mothing, «nd is well likeé by his nen.

MAJOR ALBENDA -3 CO of the 85th Provisivmal Regiment, He is one of the best
silitery wen in the Islands, He was a 2nd Lt im UBAFFE in commend of & machine
gun at the time of the imvesiom of Cebu.

WAJOR TRAZO s CO of the 87th Provisiomal Reginent, He is a veteraa of
Corregidor where he surrenderei, After being relessed from the concentration
camp, he came to Cebu and joimed Cushing. He 1ls a goocd mam,

MAJOE HALE ¢ CO of the 88th Provisional Pegiment. He iz amn Americem Mestlzo,
about 29 yesrs old. He is & good leader of men anc is well liked,

MAJOR JESUS YBANEZ '3 G-2 on Cushing's Btaff, He was on Bataan, After
joinimg the Buresu of Comstabulary, he wes sent io Cebu where he escaped ihe

Jepe and joined Cushing., He is a capable man,

MAJOR VILLAMUR s He is the 63, He is & PlA greduste, He 15 & good
fighter,

MAJOR BAURA s He is Cushing's Executive 0fficer. He was a l2t Lt in the
USAFFE.

WAJOR BANCHEZ s Civil Afféirs Officer. He was & lst Lt in USAFFE,
MAJOR BEGURA ¢ Adjutant G’crll. He was & 2nd Lt in UBAFFE,

LS
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MAJOR INGINIERO s CO of Bohol Area Command, He 1s a weak character, has

had no combat experiemce, and is afraid to punish the sples who escape from
Cebu to Bohol. While Josdph was in Bohol in April end May of 1944, Ingimk«ro
sald thet he had a half million pesos and orders from General MacARTHUR to

cover Cebu with anm imtelligence met,

Sivilian Attitude Jowsrds the Army  Cushing hes done am excellent job of

selling the civilisans on the idea of
supporting the army. Amyone gullty of abusing the people is severly punished,
Cushing has become known as the champiom of the righte of the people.

Probably ihe most persuasive factor has beem the willingnese of the army
to fights Notuing makes the people cny happler tham to hear thet the army
is engaging in & hard fight and inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy,

Such sctiom om the part of the army has resulted in the people will ingly
sharing their food, clothing, and other commodities with the army. During the
fights which have lasted for a period of time the people would crawl up to
the front lines with food for "their® gpoldiere.

There has been no resentaent on the part of the eivilians towards
Cushing or the Army because of the executions which have occurred om Cebu.

It was well known that most, if not all, of them were deserved. In many
instances the civilians have been instrumental in the arrest of the offenders,

VOLUNTEER GUARLS ¢ The civilians have voluntarily formed a guard system
that acts as an cutpost for the army. Their services have been invaluable

in werning the army of enemy activities. They have also been used extensively
as undercover agents im the occupied towns.

CONDITIONS OR BOHOL s Joseph said tizt whem he was in Caraem, Bohol, in
April snd May, 1944, he found the town rumning wide open. The people were
having flestas and lile wus generally the same as befor:c the war., It wes
known all over the island that Major Inginiero had hie headcuarters znd a
radio station located in Carmen. Although tirere were good roads from the
Jap garrisons to Carmem, therc had beem no attecks. Lerge food reserves hed
been built up. Major Inginiero is quoted as having sziéd that he had contects
with the BCs and the Jape and cid not fesr am attack,




