EVACUEE KEPORTS:




SESRET

GENERAL HEADQUARTLRS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AKEA

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SECTION GENERAL STAFY

Philippine Evacuee Report §333

Subject i BATANGAS, MINDORO end PANAY
From : lst Lt Robert 85 KRAMER, CE, 0=23729

a@ & @ & & & % & ¥ & & % & % & ¥ % & 8 B 5 ¥ % B B @ a 9 9 » @

Neme { Robert Sealey Kramer

Born i 1915 at Lees » Florida

Bducation : University of F urldl 1931-1936
US Military Academy 1‘37—19&1

‘Servioce i Greduated US Military Academy June 1941.
Arrived Manila October 1941, lnlpod
to 1l4th ineer Battalion, PS,
Bataan April 1942, escaped to hilll
at the surrender,

In PI : Since October 1941

Interrogated by G=2 GHQ SWPA
l-lll-l'l'lvllllll!lllllill'.‘lllllli

Lt Kremer spent most of his time in hiding in the hills of

Batanga I and had little informetion of importance., IHe was

innp-rlt ve end his information is considered relliable,

* * *

CHRONOLOGY
Jun 41 Graduated from US Military Acedemy as 2nd

Lieutenant, CE.
Arrived in Mexile, assigned to lith Englneer
Blttllinn P8, at Fort MeKinley.

ted to 1st Lt, CKE.
Ilth hll unit on Bataan,
14th Engineer Battalion divebombed and strafed
on Bataan ag it was moving to Cabeaban to surrender.
Battalion commender ordered the soldiers to
disperse, American officers of B and C Companies,
tu;-th-r'uith the Battalion commander, evecuated

to the hilll.

Kramer er with nine other American offleers,
el t St Rukate.

Eramer arrived at Bayuyungan, Batangas, with
three other American offlicers,

Kramer and two other American offlcers leave

Bayuyungan to avoid capture by Bakdallstas and

moved to Suble, Batangas.

Kramer and one other American officer esocusped
from Subiec when Japanese ralded the barrio,

Kramer eand his companion, Lt Jorgensen, lived

in the hills near _Pahulan, B-t-nlnl, end sterted
to nr;tn:l.u 5 ;u-rrllln.

C LCLASSIIZD PER AR3Y0S




DEe

7 Bep 43 Japanese raid on Kramer's caamp behind Puhulen,

SepkI=donklh Kremer snd Jorgensen lived st verious pluces in
the hills behind Pahulan,

30 Jen L Arrived in Mindore with the intentlon of sccuring
evacustion to Austrsalla,

Feb Li Gtayed in north Mindoro,

24 Teb LA Esceped from Japenese raild on cump near Palusan
and pterted southwards for Pesnay.

28 Mar L Arrived at Libertad, Antique, Punay.

5 Apr L& Interviewed Colomnel Perelta,

Apr-Jun Lk Inspected guerrilla units in Antique,

Jun Lk Lvacuated to Australia,

* * -

Ma jor FREDERICK B JAIHTVFI CO 1li4th Engineer Battellon PS5, escaped
from Betaan with XKramer perty., Last secen on szbout 18 April 1942
near Limit Folnt, Cavite,

“ia Jor CAMFBLLL SNYDERY 1 Executive Officer, li4th inglineer Bat-
talion PS8, lest seen 9 /ipril 1942 on Batean,

Captaln HOMIR JONES” ¢ CO "B" Company, l4th Lngineer Battallon
PS. Lzst scen April 1942 on Bateen, Vounded and could not walk
sapily, believed he surrendered so that he would not be a drawbeck
to his companions,

Captain PAUL R GREGORY ¢ CO "C" Compeny, li4th Englneer Battalion
PS, Lscaped from Bgtean with Kramer perty, DPDled of pneumonia

13 Mey L2 at Bayuyungen, Batunges, and was buried there by his
companions of whom Krumer wes one,

1st Lt ROBERT PILRPONT, lst Lt EDMUND JLNNINGS, 1lst Lt KRAUS,

2nd Lt JOSEPH SMITH ¢ Compeny offlicers of the lita nglneer

Bettalion PS8, escaped from Bataen with kramer party, last seen
in May 1942 In Cavite, believced captured &t Lipe, Batangus, in
May 1942,

2nd Lt JAMES LYNCH s Compeny officer of lith Engineer Bettallon
?6, escaped from Betsan with Kremer party, last scen on or about
18 April 4L2 neer Limit Polunt, Cavite,

18t Lt SUGENE LYLE JORGANSEN ¢ Company officer of "C" Compeny,
14th Engineer Battallon PS5, escaped from Fetean wlith Kramer perty,
wes with Kremer untll 24 Februery L4 when the Japanese relded
thelr cemp near Pahulen, Mindoro, Reported ceptured by the
Jepenese and brought to Eatongas,

Captein WILLIAM ZDWIN WILSON FARRELL ¢ Former MP officer in
vanlle, jolned 3lst Infantry et the outbreak of the war, escaped
from Patean with Kramer party, wes captured by the Japanese &%t

Luhii. Batangas, on the first Monday in August 1942, Stripped
to hls underwear and led awey by the Japanese, reported taken to

Batenges,

Pfe PATRICK 7 MuLIODY 3 Lived in Batangas west of l'shulan =nd
joined Kremer in November 1943, Now evacuated to Australis,

Pyt [HAROLD GUENTNER : Private, 59th Coast Artillery, lived lu
hiding in Batengas, ceme to lMindoro with Kraamer and wes ceptured
by the Jupenese Pahulen on 20 February Lk,
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"Colonel”™ DABEGA : JYormer prisoner at Bilibid, was leader of
a bandit group of about 300 men arcund Amsdeo, Cavite, in December

1943,

"Gemeral® VILLANUEVA : Leader of amother bandit group in Cavite.
Surrendered to the Japanese in August or September 19L3.

"General™ TIJO : Leader of another bandit group in Cevite.
Surrendered to the Japanese in August or September 1943.

POK : American old timer, about 70 years old, has had three
Filipina wives; lives west of Tagaytay; was interned by the Japa~
nese and laeter released as harmless.

MALVAR : Governor of Batangas, Pro Jap,

CALINGASAN : Mayor of Tuy, Batangas. Hypoeritical and unreli-
able,

Don SIXTO LOPEZ : VWealthy Spaniard, lives on large estate neer
Belayan, Batangas.

JOSE LOPEZ-MANZANO Bruthnr-n; Colonel Narciso MANZANO, mare
ried into don Sixto's family and”lived with them there in 1943,
Hed been to Manlla just before Kramer saw him in January 1944
end had helped his brother get tc Mindenao, Gave Kramer and his
eompanions money and a boat in which to go to Mindoro in January
1944. Trustworthy, Reported killed by the Japanese in March

1944 .

VICENTE MALAGAYA : Resldent of Sublie, Batangas. Cooperated
with Kramer in organizing guerrilla there in July 1942, Informed
the Japanese of the presence of Kremer, Jorgensen and Farrell =nd
led the Japanese to their house rnaultfng in the capture of Cape
tain Farrell, Untrustworthy,

LUIS LICOPA : Sergeant FC, 7 years service, resident of rFahulen,
Acting "Captain” in a small guerrilla group around Pahulen,
Reported kllled in Merch 1944.

FILOMENO GEGALAC : Corporal PC, 15 years service, acting "Cap-
tain" of a guerrilla band of about 30 men, less than half armed,
in the Pahulan area, treined end advised by Kramer and Jorgensen,
September-December i?h). Rellable man,

ELIAES MALAGAYA : Resident of Pahulan, trustworthy,

GREGORIO BROTNELL : Resident of Pahulen, trustworthy, knows
the Licopa and Cegalac organizations,

LYCARGOS BANKE : Americen negro mestizo, former radio operator
for Pan Americen Ailrways at Infanta, Tey=bes, called "Bebe",
WOW &T Pamliga, Batangms., Reliabdble man,

PASIA : Former principal of the high school in Batanges City,
Trustworthy.

Lt UMALT : Acting captain in commend of a guerrille compeny
uncer lajor JURADO on Mindoro, Company covers Pehulan, Abra de
Ilog, Mambureo and Sablayan with one platoon each, Lstimated

15 to 20 Enfield rifles per platoon, supplemented with a few
Thompson guns snd carblnes recently received from SWPA. Company
does police duty largely. Lt NATURA and Lt JAMILIA are company
officers; one of these may have replaced Umsli, -
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Lt COOPER : Americanm mestlizo, former employee of the San Jose
Sugar Central, commends & guerrilla company earound Sen Jose un=

der Major Jurado.

GUERRTLLA ON PANAY : There are too many officers in the guer-
rilla units in Antique and not more than five or six out of more
then a hundred officers whom Kramer met seemed to him to be
competent, The guerrille officers have & good livelihood with
better food and clothes and mors meney than would otherwise be
obtaimable, The vast mejority of guerrilla officers seem to be
sm 1t for reesons of personal gaim rether than patriotic motives,
and the emlisted personnel are little better, The soldiers do
little work and teake what they want from the civilians whether
or not the latter are willing to sell, Meny members of the guere
rilla forces are not friendly to Americens and definitely do not
want Americen edvice, assistance or cooperation.

SUBMARINE RENDEZVOUS : The rendezvous of June 1944 in Antique
gseemed to Kramer to demonstrate the typicel laziness and ineffi=-
ciency of the guerrillas, Lt CRES” and Lt AMIS, in charge of off-
loading the ship, would not restralin thelr men from trading souve=
nirs to members of the crew for cigarettes, The men were more
interested in breaking open the boxes to get cigarettes and cendy
then in loeding the boxes into the boats, end the lest 20 tons

of supplies had to be dumped overboard when daylight approached,
Captain RUIZ, in charge of operations on the beach, similerly

wos more imterested in rifling the boxes them in moving them to
gafety in the forest.

Colonel PERALTA : Is energetic and cafahla, end seemed to
Kremer tc be jealous of the =213 and publicity received by Colonel

Fertig.

Lt Colonel GEMPERLYE ¢ Swiss citizen, hes Fillpina wife and four
children, now doing an excellent Job as Finence Officer and Quare
termaster for the 6th MD, He wants to be evecuated, 2nd Kromer
was of the opinion that slthough he is doing a good Job on Panay,
Peralte would like to see him evecusted bececuse he ls not a
Filﬂ'pinﬂl

Lt Colonel FRANCIA : PMA graduate, Signal Officer, 6th iD.
Steys close to the radio station at Perelta's CP, able orfficer,

does & good Job,

Captein YAP : PMA graduate, now acting as S-3, First Combat
Team, eble officer and a good man,

captain CADIAO : CO "K" Company, First Combat Team, has about
115 men ermed with 70 carbines on the Antique coast, A patriot
and a fighter, has no personal ambitions, and rums a good outfit,

ﬁgnLﬂﬂh : CO First Combat Company, Tirst Combat Team, A good
L

BARRAQUITA : Finance Officer, First Combat Team., Hotheaded and
unrelieble.

EVACULES : The people brought to the rendezvous area to be
evacuated were dlspersed for some kilometers up &nd down the
coast by Lt Col GARCIA, commander of the rendezvous area, when

& Japanese raid became imulnent, BSome of these were subsequently
i
L
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evacuated, bul many who could have made the conteet were left
behind, *h- reasons for this are not clear, At one time an
order came down froam Lt Col Gercile thet only servicemen were to
avacuated, yet actually some oivillians did go aboard the ship,
ny of the old Americen residents emong the civilisns are sick
and badly need food and medicine whieh 1s not easily available
in the rendezvous area, Among those left behind were:

Captein HAZGH®, or 6th MD, and Mrs Halight (Russien),

Lt VOLODKIN, Russien Lt of 6th MD, and Mrs Volodkin.

Lt SIBELIUS, Russien who hed served es & lieutenant under
General CHRISTIE, but hed not been active in
the guerrilla,

Ceptain GRUNDT, 6th MD officer, in bad health, was sent
away on a mission to get smell boats for unloading
two or three days before the rendezvous, and
consequently missed the ship,

Lt Colonel GEMPERLE, ocut off by a Japenese move and was
unable to reach the ship,

Mrs MURFHY, wife of a recent evacuee, accompanied by two

sons,

Spanish~American lady eccompanied by her young
iaughtar.

WILLIAM ALLEN, Sick and hes to be moved on a litter, Accom-
panied by his Filapina wife eand two boys,

YEATOR ALLEN, brother of wilflun.All-n.

BARNES, In Bad meslth, Acocompanied by nis Filopine wife
and one granddaughter.

LUDWIG, accompanied by his Filopina wife, 8 or 9 children,
n;g two adopted Filopino children about 15 years
old,

One American mestizo, neme not remembered, with his wife.

Mrs LASHTR
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