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I was stationed at Cavite, Philippine Islands, ae Radio Hlt&rm '
Officer of the 16th Nawval District, I was evacuated from Manlla December
259 1941 to Corregider. Corregidor was surrendered the noon of May 6th,
1942 and T remained there until May 22nd, on which date I was taken to
0ld Pilibid Prisen, Manila, where I remained until July 4th,

On July 6th, I waes taken to the main American Prisoner-of=War Camp
uW’m I left this camp on Uetober 26, 1942, paesing through
the prisen at Old Bilibid, Manila, en route Lo .Pavao, Mindanso, I arrived
at the American Prisoner-of-lar Camp, Davao Penal Colony, about 30 miles
north of Vavao City, on November 7th, 1942,

On April Ath, 1943 T lead & group of ten officers and men in an
escape from Lhe prison camp, 1 flrst contacted the guerilla ferce em Kay

3rd, On May 13th, I contacted Lieutenant Commander Paroons, U,S.h.M,

n May 25rd, 1 personally contacted Lisutenant Colonel %, ¥, Fertig at
Wisamis, Mindanso, Colonel Fertiz is the leader of the puerillas in
¥indanwo. I remained there until June 26, at which time 1 lmrriedly departed
one halfl hour before the Japanese invasion of klsamis, On July 3rd I started

for a rendesvouz with transportation for Australia, and made the contact as
scheduled on July 9, 1943,
I will attempt to divide the incldents covered by the above time inte
related subjects, but in many cases there will be duplication of details,
The detalls of my travels frem Lhe time I escaped until I met Lt.
Umdr, Parsons I will submit in the form of my eriginal diary, kept during
this time, I realise that many detalls in this diary are non-essential
snd others should have been amplified, but as the diary was written on
the spof each day, it undoubtedly presents fresher Lhoughts than what I
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About two weeks before Corregldor surrendered the Japanese commenced
s very heavy bombardment of the island., At no time during this perlod
did less than 5,000 shells daily strike the island, the largest rumber up
until the last day being 16,000, Most shells were sbout 155 callber,

F
although some 240's and 105 caliber were used, Iy May Oth, all:?ﬂth-

large gun batteries on Corregidor had been destroyed by enemy gunfire

as well as all searchlights, so that it is probable that the first Japanese
landing barge landed without being seen about 2300, May 5. However, in
spite of the fact that there mas no illumination and only smaller caliber
semi-portable sune could be used, we probably sank about two-thirds of

the Japanese barges, according to their own admissien,

The landing was preceded uy a terrifie bombardment of Lhe area in
which they landed, After the first landing, they were pushed back by
our forces perhaps 200 yards and rapidly fell back about 500 yards more
and requested by radio a ronewed barrage which was forthcoming and drove
our foreces back towards the center of the island, The Japanese alsoc sent
for reinforce-ents which arrived and could have repsated thls process
{ndefinitely if necessary. I was informed about 0400, May 6th, that it
was the intention te surrender at 1200 that date,

All Haval radio equipment with the exseption of omne transmitter
and receiver was destroyed beforel00 and the rest of the equipment
was destroyed at 1155. All codes and eiphers were destroyed by burning
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and all coding machines completely demolished and distorted by burning
also, The Ammy did not destess all of its radioc equipment, but I
personally saw to it that the coding machine which they had borrowed frem
us was destroyed, All in-shore patrol vessels which imeluded the Yangtsze
tlver gunboats and minesweepers were sunk, except the Juson, whoee
engineering plant had been completely damaged by enemy shells, The lugon
was later towed by the Japanese to the Cavite Navy Yard,

After the surrender I was able to view the area in which the Japanese
landed, Prior to the landing this area was heavily wooded. At the time
I examined it, there was not a blade of grass or resains of a tree, 8
inches high in it, The Japanese were bombarding us with many runs from

Bataan; one of the reasons that they were able to install so many artillery

units on Batasn is that they put them adjacent to and within our Mo, 2
hospital area in which we lmew were located at least 3000 American and
Filipino wounded,

After the surrender, no Japanese officers appeared for sometime in the
Navy tumnel, but many enlisted men were passing through the tunnel at all
times, looting and robbing, but not molesting the prisoners, It seems to
be a practice of Japanese officers to permit their troops to have a chance
to loot unobserved; because if an officer actually sees a Japanese soldier
robbing he forees him to return the loot and slaps the soldier around., The
Japanese soldier is very fond of wrist watches and I saw one with one arm
covered with watches from his wrist to his elbow and the other arm half
covered, with his bayonet in the stomach of another man striving to obtain
more watches, These soldiers were awed by the electrie refrigerstors,

in fact I have elsewhere seen them put ise within perfeetly operatable
AN
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electric refrigerutors,

These first Japanese soldiers who entered were a healthy, rugged
and tough lot, mostly Marinee who had already seen action at Hongkeong,
Singapore, and Bataan, in other words - the shoeck troops. In general
they were of the lower classes - uneducated and uninformed, They seamed
te harbor no resentment toward us, 7This may be due to the fact thal many
of them patted us on the back and said we were much braver than the British,
and that had the British fought at Singapore as we had on Corregider they
eould have never captured -ingapore,

The officers in peneral were of a much Algher type but of low rank,

A sergeant in the Japanese Army corresponds in gemeral in experience,
ability, and authority to the present day United itates Army /87T durvr,
Diseipline in the Japanese Army appeared to be very rigid, and the men
seemad to consider the officers as the direct reprecentives of the fmperor,
Japanese officers stated that they lost about 5,000 men killed in taking
the island. I do not know our exact losses but they were estimated at
well under 1,000,

One amusing incident which occurred in the Navy tunnel was that the
rifles and pistols which we surrendered were left lying upon the desk in
the ecenter of the tunnel, all loaded, Vie were allowed to remain in the
tunnel that night, the night of the 6th, and these arms weremver removed,
No Japanese remained in the tunnel, About midnight they realised, apparently,
that there wers approximately 100 loaded weapens in the tunnel and routed
us out,with much anger on their part, to dispose of these arms and alse
search thoroughly the rest of the tunnel for ams,

Another amusing sight is to watch the average Japanese soldier use
S an

L
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& modern toilet. I have seen them walk straight forward, over the bowl,
drop their pants, defecate ~ missing the bowl and landing in fremt of it
nthﬂm-‘mluaﬂﬂtunﬂth-m-imdnm trnﬁpuht

and return said rag to the pocket. Tollet paper was within reach of his

hand, Unfortunately, American soldiers had to clean up after them when

mmmromﬂmmnammamwwmnu
the island - the planes coming over at extremely low levels, One interpreta~
tion of this could be that the Japs ware tryise to demonstrate to Gemeral
Fainright that they would, if necessary, Mullfill their threat to
massacre all persons on Corregidor unlese all American forces in the
Philippines surrendered, Of all the fortified islands, only Fort Drum,
the conecrete battleship, was undamaged by Japanese shells and bombs,
Prum's armanent sulfered no dusage whatsoever, “The offloers and men on
board Drum were subjected to 4f hours of hazing after their swrrender,
during which time they were not allowed to sit down or to sleep or to have
water or food, This was due to the fact that Fort Urum had dropped a 14"
ﬂmn-ﬂ.dnlhmmnfﬁwmnmm.hmm
Japarese officer whose brother was still in Manila and who ordered this
special hazing of the Fort Drum occupants,

mmummmmmhmmmm“.
which is a conerete souare sbout 100 yards on the side. There were ten
thousand prisoners placsed here without cover, There was one water spicket
for coes 10,000, There were o latrines. The hest during the day was
terrifiec and several nishts 1t rained, During the day the enly relief

o -—-s-
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was to go out into the bay wp to the neck, which was permitted by the
Japanese, The faet that this bay wes used as the common latrine was an
unfortunate, but not a deterring factor, The Japanese fur:rlshed these
prisoners with no food for seven days, but some food trickled in frem
working parties who were able to obtain it during the work., These priscners
remained there until May 22, which is just after the date on which the
last Ceneral in the Visayan Islands surrendered, They may have been kept
there in keeping with the Japanese threat mentioned elsewhere, On the
afternoon of the 22nd, we prisoners were loaded on to three merchant
vessels of about 7,000 tons displacment, These vessels were designed to
ascconmodate twelve passengers, There were about 3500 of us on each vesseal,
Ye remained aboard all night, without sleep naturally, and the following
day procesded to Manils, Instead of golng to a pler in the city itself,
we were taken heyond the eity, off Pasay, placed into landing barges and
put ashore, This operation took place during the hottest part of the day
as has always been usual with any Japanese dealing with prisoners, In the
landing barges we hung around for apout an hour packed like sardines,

e were then dumped in the water up to our armpits; this last action was
unnecessary as the boats could have been run right up on to the beash but
the Japanese wanted to be sure we made the march through Manila in wet
clothes and with wet esuipment, Ve marched through the entire eity of
Manila, sbout five miles, ending up at Old Bilibid Prisen. The Japanese
were undoubtedly attempting to impress the Filipinos, but throughout the

7
-mhlmm-ﬂunﬂufuu-fwhﬂuhiuﬂt,unrtuﬂ,uw

surreptitious viectory signs,
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Although many prisoners fell out and were unable to make the mareh
only one died - a Lt, Col. Shert, U,5.,A. Duse to having to walk on the
cement with wet shoes the condition of many feet was deplorable, espeeially
among the more ug.d nff:lum._u._ I left Bilibid that same afterncon in

company rdthkﬂlptdn Ke M, Hoeffel, l{--’f._li.; the Naval Comsandant, and

gsveral other officers, for the Pasay Elementary Gchool, at which the Naval
Hospital Unit from Canacao, Cavite, Phillipine Islands, was located,
Generals loore and Urake were alse with mewith this party, as were members
of their staffs,

hile there, a grow of 300 American prisoners who had been captured
on Bataan and had been at Camp O'Donnell passed through on their way te
a work detall in Batangus, All were in a deplorable condtion and 18 were
unatle to walk the following morning. These 18 remained at the hospital
and were replaced by 12 men already there, Later nmn rexainder
of this working party were returned, About 270 of the 300 diedyon the job
to which detalled, %hile at this camp I learned that all officers of the
rank of full Colonel and above, with corresponding ranks in the Navy, would
be sent to Tarlae, Luson, (MMMM“WW&
and each two Colonels was allowed an urdnr];)(ﬂf the Ravy this lrllp took
to Japan included Captain liceffel, U,5.N,, Captain W, H, mum:t.
Supply Corps, U,i.,N,, Captain K, E, Lowsan, Medieal Corps, U.5.N., Captain
Re Co Davis, Uedical Corps, U,5.,N., Captain L. J, Roberts, Medisal Corps,
U, 5, N,, and Colonel 5, L, Howard, U,5, Marine Gup-.j

On May 27th, I was returned to Old Bilibid, Manila, where 1 remained
until July 6th, At this time most of the Corregidor prisoners had been
mthwﬂwtkmmmnthuhﬂmm
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per day, About 30 officers remained at Bilibid, in addition to the

hospital unit, to suporvise working parties engaged in clearing up, and
Nmmm“,mudnudd Jobe about Manila, I was one of these

30, and there were about 300 enlisted men, After the work was finished,
most of these were sent to Sebantad. A few permanent workine details were
formed and remainedintil tids day, I believe, in Manila, for the most part
working in the port area, Naval officers were in charge of all of tlese
Frouna,

dhile at Bil4bid ,1 went on one volunteer werking party te lead canned
milk for prison camps., I later ascertained that only about 10% of what
we loaded was ever sent, This milk wae located at Nidmal Stadium and in
this stadium was also a huge amount of supplies, almost all of which were
Us S¢ A, (uartermaster supplies.

On July 7th, I was taken with 250 other American prisoners te
w']ﬂum, about 75 miles north of Manila, Ve were placed in metal
bexears, 75-80 in a car, and the trip took about six hours. T.ere wmas no
sitting roem in the cars,

At w*wt were thoroughly searched and then installed in Nipa
cuarters, These were quarters used for the Phillppine ‘rmy, We were very
erowded and located in small bays with Just room enough to lis dowm
side by side in eash bay, At this time it was not an uwmsual sight to see
dead prison<rs lying around the barracks and esch morning there was a
new group of dead carried outside and layed en the ground awaiting dispeosal,
These bodies at timeslayed around for several days, whiech did net emhance

either the odor .or the sanitary conditions, Fater was retioned iyt
adequate, Bathing facilities were inadequate, consisting of a fow wells

iy
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for the 6000 men in the camp, latrines were open and a decided menase,

The cuestion of food will be gone into elsewhere, /t this time and through=

out the sonth of July the average death rate was 30 per day. The

maxismm being 43, All prisonere were /mericans,
Thllulq:hldhomutabll:hadlhrmihnnMﬂthphonmrm

Corresidor and Camp N'Donnell arriving at about the same time, Camp

O'Donnell was the prisom to which the Bataan prisoners were first taken

and 1is loeated in the provisce of Tarlac, lLuzon, ﬁnm’w

consist of Camp // 1,and Lhe hf:llpital ad jacent to it, about eix miles north
of wflitn:g:rm ' E;ift:bmt twelve miles north of the eity,
A11 of the Bataan prisoners were taken tc Camp # 1, Camp 2 is composed
larpely of enlisted men from Corregidor, with a few officers, also from
Corregidor, and the health there is considerably better than that at
Camp ¢ 1s

The death rate for June and July of 1942 was Lhirty per day = in
wnmw-;mmumm-m in October about /¥ per day.
That means fram the time Gabestes was established until I left there were
approxim: tely JHOO deaths, mainly of people who had been csptured on Sataan,
Neaths were due to malaria, dysentery, diptheria, and malmtrition, At
the time I left Sabutas, responsible doctors told me that of the 2500
patients then in the hospital they did not axpect any of them to live,
One almost had to be dead to get into the hospital, At Camp O'Donnell
riuri.ntlprﬂmﬂllqthlmﬂirnfdnthlh-ltmudtuhlﬂhnmt
2200, Americans, but the confusion was so great ihere Lhat this esiimate
could be slightly inacourate, but not by more than two or three hundred,
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This means that a total of,5,000 Americans died in captivity prier te

November 1942, The reason for the namm;:mnhb deternining the
mumber of dead at 0'Donnell was Lhat there were originally 45,000
Pilipinos at the camp who were dying at the rate of about 500 a day and
the problem of burial beecarns écute, Lhe Japs belng unwdlling to help

and there being too few Amoricans or f1lipinos strong enough to take care
of the bodies. Of those 45,000 Filipinos, at least 27,000 are now dead,

About the middle of July iLhe prisou Caump was divided inte three

groups and all the Navy and larincs were placed 1n group one, Officers

were not required to work but could welunteer to be in charge of working
parties, Almost the only ork enlisted men were required to do was teo
secure and deliver fireweod for ile galleys, 7he canp ls surrounded

by barbed wire and oentries, tul as & ruls tiere are no Japanese within
the fence and the prisoners car live wuwolested oy the Japs, lie were
allowsd to hold elasees in v+ s dubjects 1o pass the time but not in
foreign languages, Card playing 1o frowned upon by Lhe Japanese, but not
stristly prohibited, To help the morale of the camp,we put en little sikite
of entertaimment, two or three ti eg weskly, and now and Lhen the Japanese
will permit an exchange of shows “etween prison camps, The Japanese have
f‘nrnillmdlhrr-nllmmtnrurthlu;ﬂr, but this is ample as

enly about 5% are physically able to uze the gear. A man able to play will
g9t about one opportunity = reek,

Throughout the time I was at this Camp Lherc were no medicines
availlable in the hospital, nor did the Japanese perndt the Philippine Red
Cross to furnish same unt{} shortly before ay departure, hen this

s e
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one group of swpplies from Manils arrived, including quinine, 4l Japanese
would not permit it to be umpacked and used for souetime, during which
time many died of malaria <4.00s lives could have been saved by the

~ulnine, (--‘hun T arrivad {n camp Lhere was some sulfathiaszole and quinine
in the hands of private ind!vidusls, welly amy hospital corpe men, whe
had ‘appropriated these swplies frou Lhe hospltals in Bataan or sorregidor
and had not returned ther vhon the Yospilals were reestablished at
wﬂ These men ware rellliy (1o medicise for four dollars a pill,
Chyvlously they should Ba 4 re. ! Jeleer Lion Lhe Japanese, A8 Iin effect

THE
they have caused loss ofylive of any of Lheir countrymen by hoarding

stolen medle ir"n.)

The most common diseass € mbdarlia ad uyseniery, The malaria was
generally ineurred in Batasn and due Lo lack of quinine, keeps repeat ing

. . . CASES oF
in most of the eamen, There 11 oGl 4 Large number u“ﬂﬂl"ﬂﬂ)‘!rﬂ

malaria, alroat alwaves fat:) ' cure conslsts of intra=venous injectliona
of suinina, none of »hiz! E‘ wallasle, wether the cereberal malaria

was caused by contimed reoceursnce of the erdlimry malaria or whether it

is a distinet type many deetor Cu An deuble The dysentery was asouired
from dfiaking polluted water ron Capaliao wullows on the mareh out of
Batasn and polluted water al Camp O'Uomnell, and is tranamitted in the

eamp by the pgeneral unsanitary conditions,

There were several efforts to cecipe made - all by enlisted nem
except for the original effort rmade Ly three Navel eserve officers;
Ensigns Barry, Tirk, and Sanborn, 71hese three left, rather than escaped ,
the night that W'wu first Tomaed, Tllere were no lights, no fences,
no master and very little guarding donej;and escape was simply a matter

o1l e
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of malking off, After three months these three officers turned themselves
in, in southern luzen, because they realised that if they did net do 80,

(t.h- Fllipinos would have twrmed them over to the Japanese lnﬂ)thc punishment
oF
been much harsher, All other incidents of escape have beenyindividuals ,

and these men have all turned back in within a space of two weeks., None
of these above-mentioned have been executed, The eniisted men were beaten
up and put to hard labor in chalns, fThe officers were confined only, and

Fo NAKE SPEEcHEs

required to read statements of thelir experiences on the outside andjof the

fatility of escape,te all hands in tle prison camp,

(Mmut, September J0, Lieutenant Colmh;liﬁﬁn tm:’:i:ﬂ;t.m'lﬁ, wdth
-deutenant R, D, Gilbert (C.2,C.) U.S.N.R., attempted to eseape. Through an
unfortunate aceldent and the loud mouth of Colenel Mggs these nen were
apprehended by the Japanese, tortured und executed, The details of the
treatment by the Japanese will be related along with the atrocities
committed, ‘hile these three were crawling in single file, each armed with
a elub, along a diteh whieh lead under the camp's barbed wire fences, an
enlisted man named Tonelli (ex Allwimerican football player from Notre Dame)
comueneed to urinate in this diteh instead of the regulsr latrine. Lt.

Col, Gigge,upon bein: urinated upon, rose in a rage and turned to on Tonelldi
with his club, loudly cursing at the time, 7Tomelli resisted and called for
help, The American perimeter guards came to his asslstance but were unable

te subdue the three offloers and some other Amsricans from the living

barracks took a hand, The three officers were finally subdued and lead

amyy and during this tiwme the Japanese guard outside the fence had come up
abreast of the seene of actien, but I doubt if a suspleion that an escape was in

o e
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progress was aroused, Upon arrival at American leadjquarters which is
in shouting distance of Japanese Headquarters, Lt, Col, Biggs was raving
and ranting about being stopped and saying that it was the duty of the
other Americans to help him escape, The Japanese Camp Commander, ILt,
Col, Morl, was giving some instructions to the American Camp Commander
Major H, J. Say (poeing as lt, Col,) and when hearing the rumpus teld
Say to go out and take care of the affair, At about the time Say arrived
lt. Col, Bigges eluded his captors and dashed off into the darkness, When

4 puard caught up with him hewrested a club from the guard and turned em

him again, but was finally subdued with additional aid, Upen being

returned to the presence of Kajor Say he reminded Say that he, Biggs, was

Senior to Say, that he was required to escape if possible and that it

was Say's duty to aseist him, Bigge used such loud lanpusge that the

Japanese, who were now alertly listening, were able to plek wp the word

"escape” several times and accordingly stepped into the affair, It. Col,

lori told Say to send one of these three officers into him for questioning

and the other two were turned over to Japanese guards, Unfortunately

Lt. Col, Biggs was the man chosen to be sent inte for questioning as had

he had the beating up by the Japanese which the other two received, maybe

he would have not been so chesty when he faged Col, Mori, He "read off"

Col, Mori and told him that he was not supposed to take any action against

him, Biggs, for attempting to carry out his duty of escaping and that /7 cow maa/
P/ so, after the war he would see to it that Col, Morli got demoted. The secuel

of all this was terture and execution, There is but little doubt that had

it not been for Bigge loud voice and arregant attitude, the affair would
never have n-_- to the attenticon of the Japanese suthorities. /]
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three officers had been quartered were confined for a peried of thirty
m,mmmumhﬂ-w-ﬂﬂtm&oﬁmrhmﬂn
same from friends to leave the building to bathe. They eould go to the
head under guard, No other retaliatory measures were taken,

In October, 1942 the Japanese enaugurated a poliey t0 reduce the
number of prisoners in camp by means other than starvation and sickness,
There was a small group of about A0 men sent to Japan frem Camp ¢ 1
to work in factories, About 100 enlisted men from Gamp | 4 were sent to
Davae Penal Colony, At Camp / 1 they called for two groupe of persomnel -
one of 1000 and one of 400, These were to be officers and men alike,

The requirements for the first group were that && they could stand & sea
voyage, and for the second proup, in addition to the sea veyage they

also had to be technicians, They stated that the 40O would go teo Japan
and the 1000 to Davao, I do not know the exact number that were called
for from Camp # 3 but they all went to Japan from Camp # A. At this time
there were approximately 12,000 in Sabambes Camps, including 2500 in the
hospital. The Japanese indisated that Camp / 2 would be abolished and
there would be altogether only about 6000 left at Camp / 1, including

the hospital, when transfers were affected. I have no information as to
what happened after the thousand men group left Camp / 1, October 26, 1942
but inasmuch as no other prisoners arrived at Davao between that time and
April 4, 1943 and no large working parties have heen reported olsewhere
inth-mﬂip;d.mbynrmﬂhlpiu, I assume that either the Japanese
abandoned the plan,or sent approximately 5000 men prisoners to Japan,

The trip from Manils to Davao required eleven days and was made on
about a 7000 tok RPitish built vessel, There were 969 prisonsrs, of whom
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two died on the way. %e were placed in two holds. There was not room
for all hands to 1ie down even though side by side, with the result that
many remained top-side, in spite of the fact that it rained every night,
The Japanese made no effort to identify this vessal as having prisoners-of-
war on board, The food was the best any of us had had sinee being captured
consisting mainly of canned corned beef from our Cavite Navy Yard pro-war
supplies, e disembarked at the lasang Lumber Dock near Davae City about

DF, November 6th, Ve were kept in the sun without food until ene o'clock,

riven rice, then marched 17 miles to Pavao Penal Colony. Ye were stopped
twice, Ve arrived at the penal colomy at 0100, November 7,

The Davao Penal Colony was eoperated by the Buresu of Prisons and
contained about two thousand conviets, All but 150 of these convicts
were transferred to the Filipine Prison near Puerta Princessa, Palawan,
The 150 convicts who where left to ald in the management of the farm were
the hardensd eriminals, all of them homicides, Prior to Lthe war this
colony was not only self-sufficient for two thousand conviets, but sold
considerable produce to the surrounding inhabitants,

After arrival we found that the Japanese expestad this to be a work
camp and there were now approximately 2,000 priscners in all, as all
Amsrican prisoners captured in the Visayan Islands and Mindanso were in
the Davao Casp, 1t, Col, lorisat Gabemtas, 1f he knew priscners were
wanted for work, did not tell the American Cemp Commander, with the result
that the party whish left Cabas IW'I'-.lr composed largely of sisk and un-
desirable personnel, There were a few wlmtm,;lrth- case of the Navy
and Marine personnel, almost all were woluntesrs ineluding myself. The
Favao Camp Commander, lajor w wAs very m:i‘m I’I';;wni':l\il eondition,
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however, he insisted on all hands rorking unless actually hospi tal ’
At the tire I escaped, of the 2000 prisoners about 1100 were working and
the cther 990 ~are in the hospitel. The Japanese made no effort to
distinguish between officers and men in types of work, and ell along had
made every eflfort to reak down the interual diseipline between Americen
officere aud men. Ihey have Succceded in thie to a great extent,
Enlisted .en of the Navy were head and shoulders clove those of the Army
in tiis respect =8 well us in many others, I hays seen Lt, Colonels

and Commanders up to the ige of forty-five years old vorking in riee
paidies 1in ud knee-high, plenting and aarvesting riece, 4 have PIr=

sonally cleaned cu! Ygpansse latrines nd sewage disposnls. lNo kind

of work is too lov for the Ja.;uanw..ae to assign to ‘Ausricans, “lthough

therc 's much useful work which could be done in the way of planting
the colony farms we were not allowed tc do this but sre aseigned unnec-
éssery tasks, Tere we able to work usefully, we would produce enough
food cn the eolony to adequately feed -urselves, but the Jape do not
want us fo dc so, At the time of ny departure we had sixty offiears
logging to furnish 1000 logs over & three month prriod to a Japanese
firm in Daveo City, 4he &ricultural “aciliticsof the canp have boen
reduced to wherc they are aliost nil .or the purpose of feding ourselves,
88 mush of the food we grow is turned cver to the Japancse for themselves.
There were on April 4, 1943, epproximately 250 Japanase in the canp,
Most of the Japrnese are clerks and the gucrds are nainly young

recruits fror Forrose with very little training. There are sone Filipine

L LF

e .
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- administrators who aduinistered the convict celony befere the war, (m
Superintendent is a Mr, Hobin, not to be trusted, The Assistant
Superintendent was Mr, Juan Acenas, a capable and trustworthy man who has

befriended the Americans at every apport.u::ltr.) There were alse civilian

svacuses from Davao to the number of about 20 as well as 150 Filipine
convicte present, I understand from information obtained about a week after
I escaped that all Filipinos were moved out of the colony on aceount of

the eseape and 200 Japansse soldiers moved in, but that ne retaliation was
taken upon Americans. Vhether the Filipinos removed, included the conviets
or not,I do not know,

A Japanese sentry had rurdered in cold blood an Army hespital corps man
named M¥cFee four days before I escaped, Through guerilla sples we learned
the Japanese have indicated that they believe we escaped for the purpose
of getiing gverillas and attacking the prison camp in retaliation for
the murder of NeFee, and that is the reascn for the additdenal 200 guards,

At Dsvao the working prisoners lived in 2 large barracks, These
barracks are wooden with galvaniszed tin roefs, while those at Sabantas.
were all bamboo with Nipa roofs. At Davao our living cuarters were more
cramped even than at Gabantee. There were no recreation facilities
at all during the week but on Sunday afternoons we could play twe
softball pames, which meant that very few people could ever take part in
any athletic endeavor.

On Sunday, April A, mmruﬂl-édm.fitﬂnh
the subject of a special mhm}

- 17 =
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Dotd ls of Cscape

I was the officer in charge of a2 working detaill which harvested
coffee on the plantation. Major Mellnik and two Army sergeants, Spielman
and Marshall, assisted me upon this detail which included arproximately
35 officers of the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, all over 4O years of age.
The reason for so many assistants was thet my primary aim was to see
that enough extra food was stolen so thet we eould build up the health
of these older officers. At first we had s Japenese guard on the detail,
but when the Japanese later reduced the mumber of gusrds in the Colony
this coffee detail was one from whigh they removed the guard., It was
obvious that »ithout a guard we ecould probably make an escepe and get
about eight hours hcad start before the Japamese found out about it.
Zarly in Jenuary the three assistants eand I conmenced making plans to
escape. “e decided to wait until we ecould all duild up our health and
also to feel that if we got near New Ouinea and were picked up, that there
was a fifty-fifty chance that it would be by one of our omn forces.

I was able to receive radio mews from Sem ‘ranciseo approximetely
every other day due to the faet that there wes & Filipino, one
Mr, Candido Abrine, formerly cashier of the Philfiriine National Bank in
Davac City, assigned to advise me in the harv-sting of coffee. MNr., Abrina
was a close friend of the assistant superintendent, Mr, Jusn Acenas.
Acenas had a radio in his home and a hidden antenmea and so was able to

receive Sen ‘rancisco news and pass it on to me via Abrina,

O




DECLASSIRIED PER )CS LTR OB
20 AUG. 73

To build wp our health, Major Mellnik, Sergeant Spielman
found that with the exercise of considerable caution we would be able
to enter the Japanese chicken farm and relieve them of some of their
charges, During the months of January, February and March, we stole
133 chickens. These we used not only to feed ourselves but also to
supplement the diet of the offie rs working for me and %o obtain sup-
plies for the escape.

In ocarly March I was approached by Captain A, C, Shofner, U.S.
Marine Corps, who told me that there were six officers who had been
preparing plans for an eseaye and would like for me to take charge of
the party Af 1 so desired, Both escaping groups felt that we would
have to make our escepe from the Island itself by sailboet as we had no
informetion available regarding the extensive guerilla activity and
redio or sulmarine m between Mindanso and Australia. Ve had hcard
rumors thet there were some guerillas to the north of the eamp and
fairly close by, and we .oped that after our eseape we night receive
help from them,

The group intending %o escape now consisted of the following men; ''°-t
Conmander M, H, MeCoy, V.5, Navy; Majer (CAC) 8, M, Mellnik, U,S.A.)
Major (AC), W, E, Dyess; Captain A, C., Shofmer, U,S5,M.C.; First Lieu-
tenant Jask Hawkins, U.S.M.C.; First Lieutenant Michael Dobervich,
U.5,M.C,; Second Lideutenant (AC, Eng.) L. A, Boelens, VU.5,A,; Second

Lisutenant (AC) Semuel Grashie, VY.5.,A,; Sergeant R, B, Spilelman, U.5.A.)

and Sergesnt Paul Marshall, U.5.A, Through Mr. Abrina we made arrange-
ments to obtain native guides and contacted Benigne de la Cruz and
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Vietorio Jumerung for this purpose. Victor had been thres times to the

o Jhrrioy where we thought we might find guerillas; but his lsst trip
had been made a year previously. Victor spoke very little English; Ben
and his companion spoke excellent English as well as many native dia-
lects, Ben is an example of one of the higher-type intelligent Filipinecs
and was a dootor's apprentice, having had considerasble experience in
taking care of the Filipino convicts, Doth of these Filipinos were cone
vieted of homicide., leither wanted any financisl reward for alding us,
but only the opportunity of accompanying us to r.uutrnli: and the assurance

wenl

that, if sueccessful in rcaching An-~rican forces, we intorcede M 4em to

obtein a pardony. fn +hew.

=
Lieutenant Boelens constructed e homegdmade Hx’ for me, and from a

book on seience and astronomy I wmas able to obtain the right ascension and
deelination of all prineiple stars and elso the ecustion of time. Ffrom a
book of Army survey tables 1 was able to obtain the altitude eo rections.
I could compute the right ascension end the declination of the sun and
80 felt prepared to navigate with reasonable limits. I also had a good
Hamilton poeket watch which had a fairly constant rate and whose error
I deternined by comparing the wateh with the time of local spperent noon,
I found, when I finally was able to get o time tiek by redic, that I wes
fifteen seeonds off,

Captain Shofner and three other members of the party were working on
a plowing detail of wiiech Captain “hofner was temporarily in charge. This
ummmunnm_pru-rmmwmmmm-muru
plowing. Their basie sres was very close to that seetion of the jungle
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h-ﬁlﬂuhhn&-dhuhww. while my coffee area was on

the opposite side of the Colony,

The problem of taking cut ahead of time what equipment and supplies
¥e eould obtain was not too difficult, Ome of our main difficul ties
throughout the whole plan was to prevent other Amoricans from finding
out that we intended to escape because, unfortunately, the morale of
Some was s0 low thet they would heve reported us, feeling that our
escape might bring restrictions upon them, For this reason, for example,
I was unable to bring out of the camp a complete roster of all priscaners
there, If we se} out articles of clothing, blankets, shelter halves, ete.,
it was quite possible that our mext-door neighbors would notice these
things. Undoubtedly there w-re some suspicions aroused, but there was
nothing definite enough to go ea, and cutside of a fev coments nothing
was done.

“e deeided to escape on s Sundey, as on Sunday we eould go out as a
depleted working party teking only those who intended to escape and there-
by redueing to s minimum the possibility of any retelietion on the Ameri-
¢ans, Captain Shofner's ploving detail always weat out as = working party
of four on Sunday to change the grazing location of the steers and to
water them, so that their going out would exeite no suspicion, My detail

Yenevall of 4he Japs
did not _L work on Sundey, but without obtaining pormission on the
previous day I decided to take the other six out, and if we were guestioned
State that we were going cut to build e rain shelter in the coffee plante-
tion, I-mmﬁnmzﬂuth-mrﬁrmlm.mdm&rﬁ!‘

{_-":.J'
e conmenced sending what equipment and supplies that eould be spared ocut
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to the jungle, Gnhmmnnheummamuhurnmhygniq

through the entire proeedure without any equipment whatscever end

o
proseeding to cur rendeszwous point in the jungle im order to find ocut

if the Japanese guards ot their various posts, or i the Japanese tower
sentries who are equipped with himulurl, would make any effort to
stop us, Ve were succe:sful im reaching the rendezvous and then
returned to camp,

Captain Shofner's group, less lMajor Dyess, took their eq ipment
out to the plowing "shack" on Mareh 2f and 27, It was there put inte
five gallon cans and sneeked into the jungle mear the rendezvous nolnt.
Ky party, plus liajor Dyess, took our gear into the coffee rlantation
and assembled it there, Saturday morning all of this latter TOAr was
placed in a bull cart and covered over with amall tree trunks which
were ostensibly for the purpose of erecting a fence, in case the Japanese
should inquire. lMajor Dyess, who was the regular bull cart driver,
accaupanied by Major Nellnik, drove this bull cart near to the Jungle
and at an appointed spot was met by a couple of the plowers who carried
the gear into the jungle. This bull cart had to poss one of the main
Japanese sentry houses which almost invariably stopped it to obtain
fruit as the bull cart usually carried fruis from the colony orchard
to the Japanese quartermaster. A burlap bag of star apples was placed
on e rear of the bull cert to appease the Japanese sentries. The plan
worked without a hiteh,

About 1100, ¥areh 27, Beutenant Hosume, known as the *Crown Prince
of Swat,” due to his p‘d‘lﬂtr to slep Americans, mede an inspection of
working parties for the purpose of seeing if they were using forbidden
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foods in the preparation of the noen meal, At 1100 he inspeeted the plow-

ing detall and searched the musette bags of all members of the detail,

In Captain Shofner's bag was a large bottle containing 1,000 tablets of
Quinine and same other bottles of medicine, but no food, Fortunately,
Lieutenant Hosume has @ single~-track mind and did not have his suspicions
arcused by the prosence of medicine., After slapping around all members of
the plowing detail, Lieutenant llosume left and almost ran into Captain
Carberry, an Army Chaplain, who was carrying two fivee-gallon eans containe
ing blankets, end other suspicious suppliece., Fathsr Carberry sew !lcsume
first and duekedoff into the banans groves,

“e had added Fath r Carberry to our party as ve felt thet we would
obtain mueh nore cooperation from the ¥11ipinos if we had = Catholie priest
vith us, Unfortunstely, Father Carberry was unable to aecoupany us as on
March 31 he beceme ill with emosbic dysentery,

On Seturday night, Mareh 27, we discovered that all "ends would have
*0 work the following day in the rice fields, somewhat in the nature of
& punishment for the fact thet Lieutenant iesume had found working
details cooking unauthorized food for lunch, This completely upset our
plans for leaving on March 28 and We ostponed the date of departure
until April 4. However, ruch of our equipment was now stowed into the
Jingle and it wes eonsidersd too risky to try to bring it back in as the
Japane se frequently make thorcugh inspections of officers earing back
fram work, to cake sure that they ure not suuggling in fruit, There was
considerable risk im thie squipment being found as naturally it wes not
very far inte ﬁtr‘hmdpuphhn-uflrunhd our equipe
ment hidden,




dent, We all presented a somewhat bulky eppearance in passing the main
gate vhere the Japamese sentry had to check us off as working parties

and we had to make exsuses to our American companions who noted that we

had taken out our mosquito nets. My excuse was thallmfludlﬂhﬂ

in it and ves taking it out to wash it during the noem hour, In going
out I had to take my group of six in the direction of the coffee planta-
tion whieh w:.s opposite to that in which I desired to go, and I to0k a
short cut on the way which had been expressly forbidden the previous day
by a speeial order from the Japencse., We then dueked into eoconut groves
and worked out way back to the point vhere we eould eross the main road,
less than 5° yards from where I originally started. There was no earthly
reason for an American group to be using the road at that spot on Sunday
but although we pasced within 20 yards of the Jap sentry who saw us, he
8aid nothing. This crossing and getting out of the main gate with our
equipmont was probably the biggest hazerd encountered,

At this point I will insert an exact copy of day=-to-day notes whish

1 Jotted down from April 4 until May 13, inclusive.

LOoG

of Expedition Commended YWy
M, H, MeCoy, Lieutenant Commender, U.8, Navy

MEMBERS ¢
Licsutenant Commander M, H, MeCoy, U.S. Nawvy
hm (m} S, M, hll-nik. Usoehe
Major (AC) w. E. Dyess
Captain A, ¢, Shofner, U,5,0.C,
Pirst Lieu Jock Hawkins, U,8,4.0,
First Lisutenant Michael lobervieh, U.5.M.C.
Seeond Lieutenant (AC, Eng.) L. A, Boelens, U.S5.A.
Second Lieutensnt (AC) Semuel Grashie, U.S.A,
Sergeant R. B. Splelnan, U.S5.A,
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Benigno de la Cruz
Vietorio Jumarung

19?11 L = at 0800 L left in charge of 5 others as a "Coffee Jetail,*
ostensibly to build a rain shelter, ie all carried a little more than
usual , such cs mosquito n ts hidden in shelter halves, but cleared the
gate without ecomment, “apt., Suofner followed shortly thereafter with
remaining three Americans as a plowing deteil to shift stesrs. This is
& regular Sunday detail end excited no coment, 08230 « My group met
Shofner's at plower's shack end proceeded into jungle where we assembled
our gear. <ome of tuis geer hed tc be moved eeross the roed where Jap
sentry could spot us, “ur equipment was in deplorsble condition, J900 -
Vietor Jumarung app ared but was without -en de ls “ruz., Apperently
they wanted to make cortain we really meant to esecape., Vietor returned
to get Ben, ‘he two of them arrived sbout 1030, during whiech time scme
of us had a few uneasy moments for fear the Filipinos hed 1.t us down,
1030 « Started for Lugneeg. After about 200 yards, Vietor, the guide,
apparently lost the trail but continued to travel et random for about
1/2 hour, He then admitted he was lost. I decided to travel lorth by
compass, when poesible, and otherwise to lean towards the Hast, Jhe pure
pose of going “orth ‘as to get weel away from the Penal Colony, 18500 -
Stopped for night. “revel had been Aifficult and ge'ting swampier all the
time, There were many streems to ereo s by vading or euiting down trees
along the bank to make a walk below the surfese, Needloss to mention, we
were all wet, as it also reined most of the afterncon, Mede camp for the

night near a stream, rmlunhh“. Made structures of boughs to

--a-
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BSep us off the ground, Although we and the bedding were wet, wost of
us slept during the night as we were so tried. The water rose during
the night so that some of us had our tails in it by worning., %“e cach ate
1/2 can of devilled ham with cold rice before retiring, cur only food sinee
breakfast,

April 5 - londay., Up at dewm sad tte 1/2 can of corned beef cach.

Started on an Essterly course favoring the “orth. Heason: going direect.y

Horth we would have to pick up a trail to Maniki in order to losete cure

selves, and after Vietor's initial display of ignorance,  was afraid he
might riss the treil to Sgniki, "hile if we went Zast, we were certain to
érose the rajlroed, which anyone could recognize, and then travel up the
reilroad, After sbout twe hours travel ve got into a swenp, Water ov r

the knees eand *"Coogon" or sword gress higher than our heads. At ties we
cculd seareely trawel 50 yards in eam hour., Ben and Vietor led the way by
cutting e path, while rome of us sarried their packs, By 1400 ! was come
pletely exhausted, and moet of the others withim 10 minutes of the seme
state. I had boem feeling 111 from the time ! awoke. At 1400 we beske
trasked about 10 minutes walk to & place where s log, large enough $o have
its top above water, lay. “ere we made camp, Su rounded by water and jngle
we were still able to build a fire on top of the log and had riee with /2
ean of cormed beef ecach, Also hot tea., Ve built a rude structure for sleep-
ing above the water and turned in, 1800 - Heard wmistakable sounds of
rifls and machine gun fire to the northward end not too distant, perhape

5 or 6 kilometers,
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April 6 « Tuesday. mm:loptnuu---mmtlmd.-ndr

folt 0.K.,, much to my surprise, as whatever had been bothering me had
completely vanished. I decided to move to the northward, hoping to

€lear the swamp, which drained to the *asiwerd, before turning Hast again,
Ate a hot breakfeast of catmeal and started out feeling much better than the
previous day's start on cold eorned beef. Instead of all moving toge ther
slowly, all but three sat, while those three cut their way through without
pecks, This mthod was far leass tiring and about 1300 the way became mueh
less swampier, and we travelled faester in e gencrally Nm direction. At
about 1400 we picked wp a trisl, About 100 yards down this trail we cane
onto the railrcad tracks and great was our joy,. Investigation showed
signs of recent ravel, ineluding what appeared to be prints of a Jap shoe,
Accordingly, the two ¥ilipines ang “gt. Spielnan went shead to reconnoi tre
while the rest made eamp for the night. Spielman eported that no one had
been seen, but three nipa huts were found, one recently oecupied. Ve had
hot tea and cold corned beef for supper, Built the usual structure for
sleeping. Maj. Mellnik sufferesd a bad eut on the left hand, while using
a bolo,

April 7 - Wednesday. Up at dawm end under wey et onece, without Lreaks
fast, Went straight down the H,R, tracks. Found definite evidence of
Japancse presense at scue time, such a8 broken sack holding Jap eookies,
Found $wo clips of 307 cal. ammnition and surmised we were near the
8oene of the firing heard, Momlay night. “topped nearby, about five

kilozeters from lturtingibpuint. at a P.A, barracks, eupty now, but
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recently oceupied, Had breakfast here, at Kinamayon, Wwhile Capt, Dyess
%8 on guard he and two armed Filipinos espied cach other simul tanecusly,
The two notives disappeared quiekly, although Uyess called to them, After
breakfast went up R,R, track about 1 Jm. end met o native who took us to
tae house of a soldier of the guerillas, Mhile runners were sent ahead
for the "headman® we were ;iven eggs, riece and casavas., Here I afe ny
first baloot (2 of them) and they weren't bad at all, Ye bathed and
shaved here. After a couple of hours Sgt, Casiasc de Juan appeared, with
pistol drawn, He secemed alzost alone, but after he satisfied hiznself that
we wers Americans and not aids of the Japs, about 5. of his soldiers sprang
from the woods, now that the fear of an ambush was over, All were armed
with either rifles or revolvers, and two BARs vere ineluded, Sgt. Casiano,
in the future to be referred to s "Big Boy," 18 & living pleture of tho
motion pieture ideal of the bigehearted Latin-Aumerican bandit leader, who
protects the peon, and is generally played by Leo Carrillo, Big Boy is
mueh younger than Carriilo and has a very engaging scile. He secemed
ovorjoyed to see us, He led us to Lugnaog and we occupied 2 bduilding

in the eenter of the barrio, smply large enough for us., The entire

barrio popul:tion gathered there to ateh us unroll our geer, ote. Big
Boy made all arrengements for our food w:ich was carried to us three tismes
daily. Many people made gifts of cligkens and eggs to us, e were begine
aing to get the benefits of the justly famed Filipino hospitality. These
pecple did not have plenty for themselves, our pre cnee right mean retaliae

tion apon them by the Japs, but they vere most cager to share thelir food

vith us. 7o stayed Refe until about 0900 April 10, lese then 10 niles fram

aidh &
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the nearest Jep outpost at Anibogan and about 12 miles eairline from the

Prison Camp. Yet we had no “eare for our sscurity. Wiile here we

learned thet the previous Monday a mumber of Yap soldiers from the
eolony encountered a Filipino patrel at “inamayan, <‘he Jeps were loocking

for us, T“he Fillipinos reported that they had 16 men ugainst 83 Japs;

suffered no lorses and killed 10 Japs. One of the two Filipinos wio

saw Capt. Dyecs April 7, sald he antteupted o fire on hi., but thet his

rifle misfired, +“e thought Yys = was a Jap, and the two of them reported

$o their leader that 100 Yape were co: ing,

April 10 - Saturday. 0900 left “usnaog for ~une, L lms,, arriving

at 1015. Ve were guided by Sgt. Aquilino aguilod, Luna wes formerly
known as Abaca, It is a plantation owned by Mr. Onofre Beldua. There

is a sugar mill here., Lr, Beldus was very hospitable. For lunelh we had

a drink made from sugar cane waieh looked and tasted like wine but rueh

more powerful. <“ie food hore was excellent; and we had prok frou a pig

given to us by Big Boy, /Fried eggs for hreakfast snd plenty of Akesk" .

April 11 - Sunday, 1000, Left to Sempeo, 5 kms, away, erriving

at 1140, Te stayed here with Mr, Jacinte Royo, brother of the mayor of

Lungnaog. Again amply feasted,
April 12 = Monday. 1000, ¥%e wemnt about halfway back tovards Luna

to a small market place where all hands nearby had gathered. There was

eockfighting, ete,, and we ate lunch there. After lunech we returnsd to

Sampao, picked up our bagzage and went on to Napungaran, where we stayed

with N¢, Zigioc David, a fommer resident of Davao. He ‘g the leader in
L | 2

this area, and although a civilian, also is in charge of the military.

- 17 =
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Here we remained until we eould make arrangsments with Capt, Clare
Laurete for moving on,

SRERAL SITUATIONT There is an organization im Davao Provines under
the commend of Capt. Glaro 0, Laureta, “uring the war he ecommanded the
Constabulary Battalion, Daveo, and never surreadered. His presemt ecumand
contains a great majority of volunteers. Lts, Hivera and Tuvilla snd
others are his assistamnts, all PC officers. Capt. baureta ‘s a dletator
in the distriet, wvhiech he administers under military law, A certain pore
tion of his camand tills the soil, while the others patrol., In additien,
the civilians are cash requested to contribute a eertein smount of food
por week for the soldiers. They ere vory willing to do this es the Japs
are kept out, In order to attain our objeetive, it was slmost ecsentid
to conteet Capt. Laureta and obtain his cooperation. On April 8, runners
were sent to Capt, Leureta with & requeet that he arrange a meeting, As
it turned out, he was very suspleious, as the Japs had been using all
types of tricks to ensnare him, We moved eventually to Kspungagan where
ve met Lts, Rivers and Tuvilla on Tuesday, April 13. They requested per-
misesion S0 examine our effects, =8 Cept, Lgureta wanted to be certain of
our bonafides. I per itted this, altho.gh desmed the greater part of 1%
unnecessary. Having satisfied himself as to our identities, Rivera dispatehed
a runner to Capt. baureta who arrived at noos, Seturdey, April 17. He 18
Yory pleasant and villing o socperete with us in every way, I had two
sourses of action to choose from, Firet was a T«lay hike to Cateel on the
East Goast where I would tﬁlhm-mllunml.udhn it pro-




visioned for a trip to New Guines. Secocnd course was an 8 or 9eday

trip W walking and bancas $o Ampera, just short of Butuan, provineial
capital of Agusan, at the wouth of the Agusan river, 4t Amparoc, we ex-
pested to be able to contaet the main guerilla C.P., whish is ia medie

contast with GHAQ, Australia, according to a letter written Mareh 21,

W LS. Col, MeClish, U.S.A, If so, we would ask that a submarine plek

us uwp, Just before comuencing her return trip to her base., If no suGeess
from this quarter, we could still make sn Zast Coast Port smd try the
original sheeme, There is no need to enumerate the pros and cons of sash
sourss, I decided cn the seeond one, end Capt, Lauretz is now busily
engaged arranging for our supplies and cargadores.

April 16 - Friday, Lt. Jobervich became ill in the afterncon, Had
a fever, Was chilly the night before, I gave him 30 grs, quinine ia
two doses.

April 17 « Seturday. 30 grs. quinine to Mike (Lt. Dovervieh) in
forencen. He vomited all day. Had fever still but not so high,

April 16 - Sunday. HNo gquinine for Mike., His symptoms not those of
malaria, particularly whish he has had several tizes before. Ben says he
hos the "flue” although if se, it is different type frag curs in the
States. Oeve him nothing but aspirin, he has no appetite. Today is
market day; vitnessed several eoskfights in FM; bet om one, and won,
Had & dance in the open from 1700 S0 1900, After dioner, dencing some
tinued by the light of an almest full moom, o besubiful aight,

April 19 - Mondsy, Mike was heaving his coskies sbout 0630, but
ete a good breskfast at 0600, A fat bull carebeso was killed, The m-at
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will be heavwily salted and sunedried, and will then keep about 3 months,

This is further proof of the abounding generosity of the Filipines.
Carabacs are few and far between in this area, and this one was brought
from several HMlmmeters awey. X ough of the dried nmeat will be retained
for e possible trip by salling vessel, Iresent indications are tiat we
will not depart until ¥ednesday, the Zlst,

April 20 - Tuesday. Mike's hoslth is much better, The cargadores
errived with supplie . Ve will carry with us about 20 live chisksns,
110 1be, dried carabaoc, 5 dozen egge and plenty of rice, 4egquired a Col$,
o445 eal. revolver today. +~pent last evening singing songs by moonlight.

April 21 - “ednesday. 0800, Under way for Ampero, Agusan., The
Daviis were very sorry to have us go end “rs, Ugvid shed ma y tears. Ve,
tc0, felt bedly ebout it, as they had besn our very good friends, Mr. David
hiked with us, At Camp Vietor, Capt. Laureta's post before surrender, we
stopped for tubes and to wait for the bancas, "e used 5 baneas in all.
They were pulled, pushed, or peled up the Libuganan Ri er, depending upen
the depth of vater, 4ae current is quite strong, about 3 or 4 knots.
Stopped nt noon for luneh ot & Chinsman's plese. Our chow had been pre-
pared at David's so hed only to be hcated. The Chinamen had a kind of
rice wine whigh smelled terribly ond tasted like kerceene, Fe just
eouldn't teke more then s sip, although the “hinsmen got qui Arunk,
1400 « Under way again end stopped at 1730 at Flerida, s former small
canp of Ll'ﬂl‘lll'l! [Here we were given an exanple of how Filipinos can
throw t.ings together, In no time at all they hed built a serviceable
table, served coffes, and then riee and mea$, All times in this leg so

15 »
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for are Zome = 9. Darkness is about 1900 and dawn at 0600, ¥e 4id
go very far today. It is very hard work oving these bancas upstresm.
Our party eonsists of 36 in all,

April 22 - Thursday. “reakfast, at 0630, of rice, soft boiled eggs,
meat, vogetables ad coffos. Under way at /745. “e are naking better
progress today, but we have a long heul before we arrive nt Lt. Rivera's
eemp. The river botton is very rocky. I don't see how the cargadores
manage %o walk all day on thez, pushing or pulling as they go. Passed a
hut inhated by a character called locally "Mahatma Ghandi" becuuse of the
decided resezblance. YHe really does, iz very emaciated, practieally no
testh, etc, opent 20 years in the States, but for the pest € years
living here in the jungle with a crazy mountain woman, {he mountain
people, celled Atas, are non-Christians, ignorant, live in trec houses.
At 1130 stopped for lunch, -ad rice, vegetables, chicken, fresh tamatoes
and coffee. Under way et 1415. Passed several tres houses, I sure would
1iks to Bake a movie of tais trip. Stopped at derk ot Gupitan, the post of
L$. Rivera., As we go further along we expected to find less eivilizatien,
but here we find a large native house, had omelet and chickens wvith our
rise. Mrs, Rivera is here and two or three other women. Tthey moved here
into a eomplete wilierness last “ugust, but now have corn, camotes and
about 150 chieckens., >he “ivera's echild is two years old nowj they are
expesting another in about 3 months, Hope she cam get to Davae. Rained

most of the night.

April 23 = Friday. A suorter haul for today, so slept until 0715.
Had riee, cottage cheese, omelet, sarabec meat and ecoffee with carabas

-].‘-
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milk for breakfast. Also tomatocs, 0830 - Under way. Having a very

diffieclt time due to the current and hig water, Made exactly nothing
after one hour of straining =t one stage, but managed to zet across the
river where the yoing was better, 1400 « Stoppod for luneh by ita's
house, Visitoed it; occeupant not at hame, ¥e have several Atas with

us, +‘hey use spears, and bows and arrows, the latter eing poisoned.
1530 - Under way again, Rained sporadically., 1830 « Stopped for night
at ax-settlenent of Ata's, consisting of L h.ouses. The first two days of
this trip we covered a dstance normally made by a Filipino runner im half
a day. GHowevar, he would travel light end rust swim occasionally. There
is mno point in .ur travelling faster than our equipment,

April 24 « Saturday. 070, Vnder wey after another execellent br-gk-
fast. 0730 - met ebout 5 familioe of Ates floeting downstream on bamboo
rafts. They probebly live where ve hed lunch yesterdey. The wamen's
breasts are no larger than the men's. (P.°, Just passed another raft.

I was wrong about the bressts.) Passing a small group of Atas on the
shore. 7They aro ever ready to move, To make these temporary homes thay
move their raf$ upon the beach, raised a few inches above the ground by
stones, and construct e rude gross roof over them, Ve stopped tonight

at Kapalong, & muall outpost of Laureta’s of about 6 men, Here we
secured a different grouwp of sargadorss, All but 2 of those who brought
us up the river eturmed to their houses, Ve got the hoad man of the Ates

and requisitioned cergadores from him,

April 25 ofunday. Under way ab ut 0900. The late start was due %o

getting the new cargadores ready. “wur party now soni’iets of 46 men. The

- 17 =
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travelling was really rugged today., Clinmbing hills, elippory from reeent
rains, ero .oing streans meny tines, wading in them and {n swaups, The
stroams in general were rocky and very hard on shoes, Uhen we stopped for
lunch 1 was vory fatigued, but as the afternoon went on I felt stronger
and stronger end was far less tired than the majority of my group when we
arrived st a jungle camp about dark (1900), Almost et once 't rained cate
and doge. “he roof leaked badly. All cur cldthes were socaked and no »ay

to dry then; so ve passed a most unconfortable aight, Those who really

needed sympathy wore the Atas, BDack of then carried an enormous losd on

his back, gesmerally about 100 1bs, “ow they managed tc walk, elimb, eor
stucble all day long is beyond we, and I would never have believed it if
{ had not seen 1t. Then, st the day’s ond, they hed to build themselves
& rude shelter in the rain. (Yalked 29 kns, )

April 20 « Monday. vp at dawn (0600), The cargadores were up carlier,
ate before us and left about 0700, while we left at 0800, It vas i sery
to put om all wet clothes, Today wes sniler to yessterdey in the type of
trail, but there wes more walking on sharp st nes, Ihoes wers definitely
going bad, In the late afterncom 1t rained hed, although it was not
pnuimhptmulhuthrumndluptluutm to our hips and
i sould wring perspiration from my shirt, 4rrived st » deserted barrio,
Binskayon, about 1500, It is the scuthermmeet barric ia Agusan Province,
The inhabitents went to the hills, scared of the faps. No Jap would ever
§°t near the plase;, it 1s s for inte the hinterlasd. ¥ost of the huts
were in bad shepe, rotten flooring sad leaky roofs. However, we hed fresh
sooonut jules and M‘i;ﬂmhrhﬂl‘ our slothes aand pessed a very
scufortable night (by scuparisen with others),




oy

April 27 - Tuesday. A shorter trip ted.y so leil about U200, The
trail was more siippery and much more swampy. -ery lilile of the rocky creek
beds to travel, Made a leisurely 2 1/2 hour stop far lunch | i ver,
and arrived at Johnson z=bout 1700, Zher¢ is = vary small ouilpost ol U
Asusan forces here., ke were very comioriable here, tuba and cocomt milk
available, The inhabitants are very poour .nd have no rice or corn. At
mainly camotes and sago, & product of Lhe pala tree. Herec I danda (In Ch)
had a young pig killed for us, he rain held of f till after cark and ws were
gain able to dry our clothes, Oix ol Lhe teu of us no ye no choss [it
walk in, Aeccordingly, 1 decidec to send those O Lo loreu
barotes the following day, while the other 4, inclucing
trail, which roee direct, it ie a}l li-day trip, |
2 ffalr,

April 27 - wednesdny., ‘The & shoel:
at 0815 and made by f r the moct rapid hike y [airly ran at times to
keep up with our guide, Jtoped only o' iwr res. the en ire Lrip and arrived
loreto at 1250, The trail wses very difficull, Leling a swanp 1/L of the way.
/e were filthy on “rrival but had ample time Lo «i.sh and dry our clothes,
Lt, Antonio, CO Comdr, and Lt, Casal, comdr. of the Loreto detachment, were
here., The post ie cuite military, and clean und we were pleased o find sev-
eral American flags, the first seen siuce the surrender. Comprrad to Davao
Province food is scarce., But we had lots cf dried fish and a fried egg aplece.

We expected the cther 6 anbout 1700, it 18C0C Dobervich “rrived with one guide,

walkine barefocted, 'ﬁ he had gone on z2head becauee the others were so
|

slow and seemsd to bea worried leet ¥aj. Mellnik be upset abouwt it, ams he

hddn't seked to leave the rest, Just ufter dark Lthe remainder nrrived, Ve
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without feedinc them. 1t. Antonio said he was leavine for Ammaro, tomorrow
with 1L man, We are takine four days this trip, the resgon hein- availe
ability of suitable stoprine places,

April 20 - Friday., Under way early .t 0750 as the day's trip 111 be
considerably lonrer than yesterday's, 127 - topped for lumeh, 125 - Mnder
way, 1630 ~ irrived Talacagan., The Japz have never becn here., There aire
< butch prieste here, lio soldiers are stati ned hare, Peonle not so G OOV Ph-
tive. 2200 - listened to radio =t priest's home. lot loud enourh to eateh
much news,

May 1 - Caturday, Yost of uc went to churel s Althouch only one of us
is a Catholic. 0220 - Under way. 1300 - Stopped for lunch, 1550 - Under
way. The lomg tilie consumed =t lunch was due to the fact that the rice
cooked for us this .orning =t 1 lacagan was undercooked and spoiled and had
to be thrown out, The cookine was cone by Talacaganites, 2000 - Arrived
Esperanza. A lomg, hard day, the last hour travelling after dark. Due to
difficulties in petting food, ote,, had suprper at 2400,

Kay 2 - Sunday. 0930. Under way. Lateness due to preparation of
rice from nalay and changing bancas, e secured a large, licht one in
exchange for our heivy, slow one, MNet the wife of the May or Dawso City st
the beginring of the war, FHe is badly wanted by the Japs, ller son is very
111 with malariz so save her cuinine, ‘oday's trip should recuire not over

6 hours of paddling. Otopped for lunch at Las Nieves where fissta wae

going on. 17404  drrived Ampare, There is an American ex-civilian, now

2nd Lt. in the /mmy, here, named Mester, le were ~uartered here for ‘he
night, Food supply 1s very lirited, Learned that Japs have reinfornced

Sutuan and have complete control in the immediate sector only,
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and they also have 2 quaint castom of selling flowers from various la

R OF

in the audience. If you buy a flower you must dance the next dance all by
yourself with the lady from whom you bouprht the flower, After much dis-
cuss'on as to whether to return to Glngoog or to Medina for the night, we
finally decided to return to Kedina in a motor banca. Ve were l:ote petting
$barted and in po'rg from the beach to the banca, a small gondola in which
Col, Y¥eClish and Maj. Childress were riding, sank about half way out, Eaeh
was carrying a small bag and hies pistol belt and by the time they hac reached
the larger banca, they were both almost exhesusted, A man in the banca threw
Maj. Childress 2 line but as fast as Childres: Lrisd to heave himself aboard
by the line, the bosteman kept paying out the line, nuech to CUldlaress' annoy-
ance, Ve finally crrived in Fedina out 0500,

May 9 - Suncday. Have practically no sleep as a out 4D minutes alier my
return fror the dance the precedins night, the remainder of the group with
Maj. Mellnik arrived from Buenavista and I weas busy 211 morning getting them
setiled,

Today, ex-Covernor Pehez is 7L years old ang had all Ameriecans in the
vicinity to his home for lunch, This eveniny we went to the fiesta at Daan
Lunsod, It was very lovely. I wonder how the Filipinos have managed Lo

precerve their beautiful customs during the war,

May 10 - Monday. All of ue had lunch with Capt, Sapanta at his home at

Daan Lunsod, In the afternoonewe returned to Wedina snd Childress, “ellnik
and myself left on Sapanta's motor-bancaz, our ultimate destination being
Talaksg, My fatention was to see a iLt,~Commander Parsons, Ucak, who hud

been left here by submarine in ¥arch, on 2 special intelligence mission,
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May 11 - Tuesday, Arrived Baligasag about 0900 and went to the home
of Capt. Formashon, A birthday party for his sister-in-law was in progress,
It seems that everywhere we go in the Phillipines this month, we stumble inteo
parties or fiestas of one type or another which makes travelling a great
pleasure, Here there was a plano and many young ladies who knew how to play,
so we enjoyed hearing many of our old favorites again, Ve left Balingasag
in the afternoon in order to arrive at El Calvador by dawn, Capt, Capanta
had never been tn Xl Salvador and could nol be certain that he cauld lay a
cource direct to th=t barrio., It was necessary to arrive at dawn because the
Japs have a patrol boat which leaves Capayan at about dawn, During the night
the wind blew up and it became cuite rourh and also m de it more difficult te
arrive at the exact spot we desired to reach,

May 12 - Wednesday, e lay to about an hour bhefore daylirht and when day-
light broke we were able to see 3 small supply vessels hetwen us and Cagayan,
the nearest of which was only about 2500 yards distart and mounted a 3=inch
gun in the ow, We were fortunite in that, had we left Balingasag an hour
1"ter we would probably h:ve ended up in the middle of these 3 Japanese ships.
We were niturally uite nervous about thelr reaction to seeing 2 large two-
mrsted banca nearby but nothing happened and when they tmsamd to go into the
dock we followed disereetly beshind them until we were opposite ocur port of
debarkation, Had breakfast and lunch at Kl Salvador before proceeding, both
afoot and by herseback, to Pagatpat, where we spent the night., Here I met
Capt, Grinstead andex-civilian,

Vay 13 = Thu-ft;ty. Departed for Talakag about 0800 on horseback, The

trail passes over a fairly high ridge and the country in general reminds one

of faming country in inrumerable places in the Middle West if it were not for
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cocorut trees visible in almost any direction, The metives .
corn in place of rice rhich gives the cauntryside this familimr appearance.
After about 1l kms, we picked up a car in which we drove to the river,
After ferrving the river we rode on a bus to Talakag arrivirg about 1300,
Here T met lLt.,=Col. Bowler and Lt,-Commander Parsons, 1 was very lucky to
eontact them as they had intended to depart this morning for Malaybalay.
After talking to Parsons, I decided that there was no great hurry in my
retting back to Medina and as I badly needed a rest, - I have been on the
road almost contimuously eince April 4 - we decided to remain here until
Bowler and P rsons returm from the journey on which they started on the
following day,

vhen lLieutenant Commander Parsons returned I met him nesr the const
and on May 23 left for the town of Misamis in the province of Visamlis, Uccl-
dental in which the headouarters of the Tenth Military District were located.
then I firet arrived at s radio station, about May 6, I had the following
two dispatches sent to the radio station which communicates with Australias

*POR COVVINDER NAVAL FORCES SOUTHIEST PACIFIC
| Fo 2ep. COM INDER )/ RING PORCES

FROM LIFUTNANT COMMANDER MELVYN H., MC COY

A\NRIVED AFTER BESCAPE FROM AM'RICAN PRISONZR OF W:R CAMP DAVAO WITH

THRE M RINE OFFICERS CAPTAIN SHOFNER, THREE AIR CORPS, CAPTAIN DYESS,

ONE CAC, MAJOR MELLNIK AND TWO SERGEANTS X ALL CAPTURYD BATAAN AND

CORFEGIDOR HAVE TTINSIVE INFO EGARDING CORREGIDOR X BHUTALITILES

AND ATROCITIAS NITH EXTREMELY HEAVY DFATH TOLL TO WAR PRISONERS

DUE SAME X MAVE SOME INFO RE DAVAO PROVINCE X IF PRACTICABLE
RT UZST PNTIRE PARTY PLUS TWO FILIPINOS WHO AIDED ESCAPE DEPART

HEZRE VIA W'XT TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE X%
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ePOR LIZUTENANT GENMRAL RICHARD K. SUTHERLAND, GENERAL HEAD WARTRS,

U,5. ARMY FORCES IN AUSTRALIA
FROM MAJOR STEPHEN M, MELLNIEK,

HAVE FSCAPTD WITH SEVEN OFPFICERS AND TWO INLISTED MEN FRON JAPANSE

WAR PRISONERS' CAMP TN DAVAO PENAL COLONY X LIUTENANT COMANDG

MC COY U 5 MAVY H/& HECUXSTED SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER 1D WUSTRALIA

POR SUBMARINE TRANSPORTATION TO AUSTRALIA X VILL YOUR OFFICE

ASSURE A PAVORABLE ANSWER X JAPS ‘u’It:LATI;‘ALI. RULLS OF WARFARE

AND DECTNCY X FIPTY PIRCFNT USAFFE FORCES SURREND " 1D IN BATAAR

MW NO" DEAD FROM MALNUTRITION AND DISEACES X NEUINDIR IN

VARIOUS STAGES OF BERI BFRI, DYSENTERY, MALARIA AND BL INDN:CS

DUE TO VITAYIN DEFICIENCY X WAINWRIDHT, MOORE, BE BE, DRAKZ

GOOD MEALTH AT SURNEZNDER Y SGARDS COLONYL PILLER, Gl RALS

VARDUAT AND WILLOUGHBY X HOPE TC SEE YOU | ON,. X"

Iieutenant Colonel Pertig, head of the guerilla forces, had not only
not sent either message but had not informed me thet he would refuse to
forward them, While walting in Talakag for the return of Lieutenant
Commander Parsons I sent a radio to Colonel Fertig askirg wheth o my
me: Sages l-;nd been forwarded., He did not answer, although comsunication
betwsen the two points was easy, I understand that Colonel Fertig finally
sent 2 message stating, in effect, "LIIUTINANT COMMNDI/R MC GOY AN
YAJOR ¥ELIXNIK HAVE ARRIVID HAVING LSCAPED FRON AN RICAN PRISON CAMP AT
DAVAO. His handling of thie matter, in my opinion, was unfortunite, as
ench of the other seven ex~prisoners who did not get to come with me know
of incidents related tu Japanese conduct towards Americans different from
those known to the three of us,

T remained in Misamis with Xajor Mellnik uniil June 26, at which tine
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T left by a four-inot unprotected motor launch and proceeded to Bond Faele,
From there we hiked to Colonel Fertig's main radio station, Lieutenant Com=
nander Parsons arrived there on July 1 and Major Dyess on July 2, On July 3
we departed to make our rendervous with the submarines, This particular
trip turned cut to be very difficult but the incidents wuld be mainly of

interest in story telling 'nd nol as an of ficial docuarent, e had consider-

able trouble at all times although this fact once turned cut very favorably
F A

for us, At one point of the journey the Japanese were following us and they
were looking for us; and our guide lost us, ‘hen we got back on the malin
trail we found that we were behind the Japancse, and eventually when they
turned to the left we turmed to the right and proceeded to our destination
in a roundabout manner, 't one po'nt we had to cross a epockdi le~infected
stream through a five-knot current, both ends of the bridge being burned
out, but the center remained, Lieutenant Cormander Parons used great
ingeruity in devising a way so tmt we could get across wit hout getting
wet, At another tive we had to cross a Ell‘ﬂ"l'ﬂ_.“-l. ti.':l‘.‘l'l;“l'1"1l't‘1|‘t; of about eight
knote, “nd that was accomplished by the construction of a bamboo raft,

but we almost were washed all the way down to the coast before being able
to rat secured on the other side; and had the river not had a fortuitious
bend in it, the results might have been disastrous, Un the day on which
we had the most guide trouble, we hiked from 0600 to 1900 wi thout stopping

for food, and had had no breakfast, The contact schedulsd with the sub-

wrine came off perfeetly without any delay.
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LIST OF NAVY AND MARINE PERSONNEL PRISONERS~OF-AR IN THL PHILIPPINES

The following information is of my own personal and exact knowledge,

but in the case of Cabanatuan and Bilibid the information is of October

26~27, 1942 and in the case of Davao - April 4, 1943,

BILIBID

Commander ¥. Joses (MC) USN
It. * F. Baltzly (Ret.) USN
Iz, © C. T. Cross (DC) USN
Lt. H. W, Goodall USN
Lt. C. G, Harrison USN
Lt. Adolph Hede USN
Lt. J. A. Steward (CEC) USNR
Lt-- " R. TI “hit-nlj' US«N
Lieutenant ¢« B. Brook USh
" W. Ki Garrett
" F. L. Raymond USN
" J. L. Wwelch
captain R. F. Ruge
Lt. (jg) D. ¥. Hamilton
o " E. R. Nelson (MC)
Ensign N. W. Lauchner
o F. K. Petrits
" Fred R, Newell
Lache G. B. Gooding
Payélerk C. A, Hanson
Rad, Klec. Le Go Schweiger

DLAD

Conmander )e Tisdale (Het.)
It * Le Harris
Lieutenant Bulloek (SL)

" E. Crotty

" Gilbert (CEC)
1st Lt. Mann
Rad, Elec. Leroy (probable)

JAPAN 5~ ffﬂEﬁDSA
Captain R. G. Davis (NC)

K. ¥, Hoeffel
m K. E. Loman (MC)
Captain L. G. Roberts (MC)

Captain W. H. WMlterdink (SC)
-]le




G. M, Brooke

A. M, Bryan (SC)
Frank A, Davis

P. D, Johnston

P. D, Jordan

C. Snead (CEC)

H. R, Trump (CHC)
D. R. Fisher

N, ¥. Dial

D. S5. Gothie

A. D. Gray

J. R, Lippincott (SC)
E. N, Lit-tlﬁ

F. J. Mclanus (CHC)
¥im, Plerce

D. L, Quinn (CHC)
¥. P, Scott

F. L. Schoenwolf
Charles Slain

R. B. ¥illiams
Whitney M, Cook
C. R. Finn

8., B. Langdon (KC)
J. E. Nerdini (MC)
M, H, ¥illie

H. F; Conley

J. B. Gordon

R. W. Granston (SC)
J. F. HeClure

P. H, Sanborn

. B Tirk

R. S. Worthington
E. W. Downey

W. A, Futchison
R. Nikkonen

T. E. Turnipseed

GEEEFREEaRERERAG
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Adams
Anderson
Deecher

Freeny
De Hamilton

Jensen
¥ King
Jo Mathiesen
We H.i"' AL
B. Pymick
He Ridgeley

R, leeks
Chambers DECLASSIFIED PER Jcs (1% Of
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A, Tistadt

e Clark

Bicknell (sC)
Brddget
FeCracken
Forte

Ji G'l{!"ﬂn
Grove

Lade

Lehman (5C)
floth

Sadth

Spriggs (Ret,)
Strong

Taylor
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F. C. Henry

R, H, G, Johnson
Les Moote

Cs J, Weschler

D. Nash

H- J- Rﬂ"ﬂtrh.

B, H. Etearns

M. W. Taylor

G. H. Greenwood (CEC)
R. W, Lally

C. F. Letson

K. R. Theeler (ﬂ,}
Ce W. Armour

J. W. Elliott (SC)
E. W. Ferguson

E. A. Gerhard

A. A. Gorski

S. N. Hall

Hl H- L'w

G. R. Eitchell

Je Nullins
Payclerk J« Alden

E R Zts E B
o]
o

CH Payclerk 0, @. Bruun (SC)
Payclerk O A. Carmichael

karines

Major Heil
ka jor Kail
Major . Cchaef{fer
Ma jor Williams
Captain Bromeyer

Captain Geisman
Captain Prickett

1st Lt, Lyon
2nd Lt, Chabot.

M Clk. Sh.i.-l..




Lieutenant (CEC) B, D, Goodier, USNR, was last known to have -

L3

returned to Cavite Navy Yard about January 2, 1942 and was rumored

to have been killed there by the Japanese., le has never appeared in
any of the prison camps.

Ensign J. C. Metcalfe was at Davao Penal Colony but on about
November 12, 1942 was told thst he and Lieutenant Colonel Bird, USA.,
with an Army sergeant would be flown to Kanila for questioning regarding
codes and ciphers. Supposedly a group of Army personnel was taken
from Cabanatuan there about the same time, as before Im Cabanatuan

the Japanese desired the namee of all personnel who knew anything about

codes and eiphnrn,As the Japanese knew that Lhere were of ficers in camp

who had been connected with Navy communications on Corregidory, 1 turned
in the name of Lnsign Metcalfe as the only informed person, I turned
his name in because his knowledge of such things is almost nil., The
Army turned in 15 names. Haturally I do not know whether Ensign Metcalfe
is still in the Philippines or not.

Ensign .I. D, Richardson, USNR,, is at present safe and at large in
kindanao, never having surrendered to the Japanese.
4T ‘E- 0l1d Bilibid Prison in Manila in addition to those names listed
lhaﬂ; @&f doctors and dentists who were in the 16th Naval District
are alsdthere unless evacuated by our forces before the surrender of
Corregidor, and as the Bureau of Medicine hae a more complete record
of those than I, 1 make no effort to list them.
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EICCELIAEOUS
American and Sritish civilians, including Army and Navy fomale

nurees, were interned at the Santo Tomas University in Manila, 1
understand that in June, kanila radio announced that the internses

are being transferred to Losbancs. 1 also understand that their treatment
has been satisfactory as they are allowed to supplement the diet furnished
then with money obtained from friends in ¥anila and from the Philippine
Red Cross, Lt, Comdr, Parsons has considerably more detailed information
than 1 on this subject,

The U. 5. Naval Hospital at Canacao, Cavite, was interned first at
Santa Scholastica on Permsylvania Street in Manila, then moved Lo the
Pasay Slementary School and finally sbout July 1, 1942 moved to Old
Pi1ibid Prison, Manila, where they are still located., According to most
recent reports by guerilla sples they ware not permitted to retain thelr
surgical equipment and they have very little medicine,

The field hospitals in Bataan were eventually removed to Camp i 1,
at Cabanatuan, This hospital had practically no medicines whatsoever
and very little equipment.n'The Corregidor hospital was moved firet to
the old top-side hospital and later evacuated, the patients going to
01d Bilibid in Manila and the nurses to Santo Tomas University. The
majority of the doctors was sent to Old Bilibid. The Davao liosplital
was allowed to retain considerable of its Army medical and surgical

equipment and in addition has the use of what equipment was in the conviet

hospital in the penel colony, However, thers was very little medicine

ole
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available in Davao Penal Colony exeept that which arrived in January

1943 in the Red Cross supplies.
At the time 1 left Cabanatuan, the Japanese were sending out Amg ritqn

doctors to accompany all departing prisoner details ineluding those going
to Japan,.

The Japanese were using American divers to try and bring up the
silver which was dumped over the side near Corregidor., The Japs used
Filipino divers to locate the silver and Americans to bring it up.

The morale of American prisoners is generally fair and exceptionally
good considering the circumstances under which they are living. The
majority of them keep their morale up by bellieving that help is just
around the corner, As far as 1 know there has only been one actual
sulcide due to mental depression. At Davao a couple have tried to kill
themselves due to the intense paifi they are constantly suffering from
beri-beri. These attempts failed,

Lt. Commander Frits Worcester, U,S.N.R.; Lt. Sam Wilson (I.V.5.),
UsSeN.R.,and Ensign I, D, Richardson, U.5.N.%,, are free on the island
of ¥indanso, The former two have lived in the Philippines a considerable
length of time and might possibly have information of considerable value,
Lt. Comdr, Worcester and Lt, ¥Wilson are now deep in the jungle in hiding
from the Japanese, Lt, Comdr, Worcester has already withstood one seige
of hiding out and it is my personal opinion upon close observation that
he may break down mentally if he undergoes another such period. I know
of only five Navy enlisted men in the guerilla forces on Mindanao, I
do not know their initials or rates but will try estimating thelr rates:

-le
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CoM i Offerts, RJ), 2/c Xonko, 5.C. 1/e MNapolino, M.k, 1/¢ Lewis, and

Tuggle, rate unknown, 1 helieve that all of these mon were attached to

the Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron / 3,
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(a) It is perfectly feasible to econtact responsible American
of ficers in the Daveo Penal Colony from the northern side of the colony
without the Jape finding It out, Thie is due to the fact that they have
Axericans gathering firewcod or legging in the jungle itssifl. These
working detalls are guarded by about two Japanese who in peneral are
afraid of getting near the jungle and do not maintain a close walch on
the prisoners., It seemed to be & general sentiment azong the Japanese
puards that the jungle was infested by lioros ready to lop off their
heads, Accordingly, 1t would not be impossible to deliver to a responsible
American prisoner Nultiple Vitamin Pills and intraevenous vitamin By
solutions. I left in ¥indanao detalled sketches and information regarding
the prison camp itself,

Lt, Comdr, Parsons assures me that he could get similar medicines
ssuggled into the prison at Cabanatuan, 1f these medicines could be
gotten in ] believe that the nusber of deaths from tow until the time
of release would be 80% less than if these medicines were not made

available to them,
(b) In case of a sudden attack by us should ever be made on

Nindanao 1 suggest that the prisoners there be delivered by the guerillas

forces adjacent to Lhe camp about four days before the attack, ¥ith
the Japanese attitude towards death it is quite possible that in case of
& general att. -k on Mindanso the prison authorities might attempt Lo
axterninate the prisoners and due to thaifact they are often oconfined
in a very small area consisting of eight closely spaced barracks

vole
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before many Americans could get over Lhe fence,

(¢) If it is ever intended that useful information be gotten out
of ¥indanao and the Philippines in general, 1 recommend that they be
furnished with standard portable communication equipment, and Navy
type strip ciphers of limited disposition, with trained personnel , to
observe &nd operate, If possible, Lhere should be some means of direct
communication between the master station in the FPhilippines and the Navy

of Commun/caT /Ny

station VIXJ at Perth. Uue to the exceeding difficulty by any means other
than radic between points within the Philippines, an internal communication
system there is very important, else in the time of need an entire plan
will break down due to lack of speedy internal communication, I will

discuss details with the Senlor Army S5ignal Corpe officer here.

Wi
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Captain A. C. Shofner, U.S.M.C., 1lst Lt. Jack Hawkine, U.8.M.C.,
1st Lt. ¥ichael Dobervieh, U.8.¥.C., 2nd Lt. (AC, Eng.) L. A. Boelens,
UusSehs, 2nd Lt. (AC) Sasuel Grashio, U.S.A., Sgte Re B, Spielman, UsS.A.,
and Sgt. Paul Marshall, U.S.A., are gti1l on the island of Eindanao
with the guerilla foreces. Lach one has had his own lhdividual experiences

as to Japanese treatment and atrocities practiced upon Americans. These

men escaped from the prison nmp}mt. to join the guerillas and not Just

to iffnnt their own personal freedom; but for the purpose of rejoining
their own fighting forces where they would have a chance to get back at
the Japanese without being behind the eight=ball all the time.
while I realize it would not be feasible to divert any naval vessel for
the purpose, 1 earnestly request that if a submarine should touch any
where in that area in the performance of other assiined duties, that
these seven officers and men be picked up. 1 also suggest that this plck
up be made even though it means keeping the seven on board throughout a
war patrol as it could easily happen that at the end of a patrol these
escaped prisoners could not be available due to the rapidly changing
situation between the guerillas and the Japanese, These men had been
perfectly willing to risk their lives to try and make a reasonably
dangerous voyage by sailboat and 1 cannot too strongly request consideration
of this pleas. S

The two Filipinos who guided the party, Benigno de la Crus, and
Viectorie Jm,mnﬁdlhttwnmummum
mmmmtu—mdnu:-trlmwum.
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pardon for them, Jumarung has served eleven years of a life tem for
homlelide and de 1a Crus - nine years of a seventeen year sentence., 3Soth
of these men were helpful, willing, and couragecus and neither was of
the hardened criminal type., 1 request that President Cuezon be asked
to lesue them a pardon to be affected when practicable,

In case any publieity is ever given to this escape it might be
possible that the presence of these two Filipinos would be desired here

or in the United States for propaganda purposes in promoting Fil-American

harmony and cooperation,

el
17~ CuddU 5N,




The food supply at Camp O'Donnell was gencrally the same os that at
Cabanatuan, sc only the luotter will be described.

For break we were rationed one me:s kit of lugso which iso rice
and water concoction, At noom and night we recevived ono mecs kit of
steamcd rice with not over a half canteen cupful of watery, creenish-
solored soup, sowetimes with no substance in i%, Waen theie (au Bube
stance it consisted of camote tops., *n the five months thet I was there
the only piece of meat * ever received was about one-yuarter of an inch
eube., This great event happoued once. A% one wime the Japanese gave
us three chbekens and nins egge for each mess of 500 men, “o doubt so
that they eould elaim in tueir propaganda that we were fed on chicken
and ezzs, /8 polished rice contains no vitamins whatsoover and 1its
caloriec velue is about one-third that of the next lowest cereal, tais
di¢ would not sustein life.

Many prisoners had some money and finally nachinery was set up where=
by thooe with money could purchase through a prisomn store varicus iteus--
all orlered in sAvance, The main itens were canned sardines and cunned
milk, It was very difficult to 7et eny fresh fruit although the sure
rounding country sbounded in it. Suger and salt were obtuinable &t very
low prices end, in general, were purchased b the suall suwount of profit
mede by the ship's store so that suger end salt could be furnished to

all hande in prison regardlessof their financial condition., It vas there-

for po:sitle, {f a prisoner had aboul 25 peses a month to barely exist

el e
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by supplementing the Japanese diet with suppliss fro- e atare., Those
who had no money bacane victims of beri beri and seurvy and they nere
eomrancing o die quite agularly by the end of the £ift: monith of
eaptivity., Tt ie worthvhile noting thot ‘he ‘cath rete ot Cetanatuen
deereased stecadily franm July to Sep tember, but ves on the {nereace aznin
in Vetober, At the time T left Cabanatuan, Cetober 27, 19.2, meny ven
Were go'ng blind frou laek of Vitardn A,

C12 Bilibid prison in Venilfe is the loection of the Neval Hosp{tal
unit from Canacao, Cavite, The food thore is a 11ttle better then et
Cabanatuan aud 2 ship's store 12 also operated there. At Davao prison
eamp when * arrived “ovember 7y tho food there was s0 ~uch botter than
I had been a-customed 0 that * t ought it was exeellent, The di .t ras
still rice, but with =ach meal we receivod some vegetables such as
camotes, green papayas, CABEvas, or cooking bananas, Alsoc, =t least
ORe® a day we generslly hed mongol beans which are very nourishing,

Howaver, a zreat ; any of those prison-rs who had Just arrived frow
Cabanatuan had alrea’y hed aymptoms of bherd beri and now b-¢came seriously
111 with 1t. The Alet =t the Carp »as not suffieient to keop them froo
aliding backwards, although 1f you 214 rot heve bor! bept you eould
hold your own, These priscners vere advenged beri beri cases nnd went
to the hospitel, It wes & pathetic sight to visit the hospitsal and
watek the people sitting all day long masesaging thelir toes ard their

fingers. They lose appetite and fenarally need s narcotie in order thet

they may be able to sleep, However, due to the bdotter diet et Deveo prison

the deeline of thece petients wes very slow end only s few diled., llov end
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Shen ve received a meet gravy due to the faet that a carsbec or steer
died of old age. There are 600 head of cattle and earabac on the penal
farm of which only 200 areheeded for working the farm, and there are
meny cattle aecessible outside of the colony, Jhe Japanese will not
let us have nmest regulerly no matter how aveilsble it sey be. Wheu a
sarabao does die the Japanese (250 in the camp) always take the cholcest
perts and leave the remainder for the 2,000 priscmers,

In early Jmuery the Hed Cross supplies, brought over in cne of the
Japanese diplomatic vessels, arrived., <ach man received two individual
packages and fifteen cans of corned beef or meat and vegetable stew,

and these were i sued to him at the rate of two caus per week, Dis food

was a life saver and was the vest Christmas present !hut any of us ever

bad received. In sddition to the food there was sn ample supply of
quinine and sulfa drugs. There was an inadequate supply of vitemin By
solution, llowevor, there was sufficient medicine for beri beri that
even the most severe cases in the hospitul improved beyond deseription
to the point shere uen who had been given less than a week to live were
able to totter round. Unfortunately, unless such supplies can continus
to arrive theee men will slip teckwards agmin and will be joined by many
others, Undoubtedly a portioen of the Red Cross supplice must have guae
to the Caup at Cebamimen and must have seved even more lives thare than
at Devao. As rentioned iu the article on atrocities, the Jupanese, in
effect, confiscated thc ‘ed Crocs food, end by the niddle of Xareh the
Red Crosce supplies had veuished but the Japanose did not restore cur

former rations, +*.o ratiou wiich I received =t Daveo for the last three

9 e
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wosks befcre my escape was less than that at Cabanstuan at the time I
laft, Ip the morning it consisted of one mess kit full of steamed riece
with one tablespoon of sugar, Incidentally, this was Red Lross sugat,
At noon an? night we reeeived a mess kit of riee, and aach meal wi‘th
about a half a cupful of greenish colored liguid, witaout eny substanee
to it., “ur supply of vegetables was ccx nletely cut off and sometimes
{n 'he evening we had one tablespoconful of mongol boans,

Thie last diet will not support life sn? this eavp is unfortunate
in th~t even though ;.-*nﬂ heve money there is nothing to buy. A small
store hes been set up in wiich cne can purchese tobdacco and perhaps
once a week a small acunt of fried benanas, The colony abounds in
fresh fruit which the Jepanese will not let us bring in and they will
pu ish us severely if they cateh us siealing 2%. dAowewer, those on worke
ing details managea tc augment thdr daily ration by the gethering of
whot fr its they can find in their area. This is = wasteful m2thod and
the supply of fri it was being rapidly depleted.

The $housand prisoners at Davao who had been of ~tured in the Visayan
Islands at Xindanao had suffered no fuod shortage Auring the war and were
in exsellent physical eondition at LL: tize they zarrived at Uaveo, A8 a
result of t.is and the medicines received fror the #ed Cross on June 1943,
the death rate at Davec prison hus besn quite low--a ;roxicetely three per
month,

Cabanatuan and Devao are the only two Armericen prison camps in the

4
PniMipines, elthough there are isolated working perties of 4uericans
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elsewhere in the Phillipgnes such as in the Nanil)a port area and in

Palawan., The situation regarding diet at each camp at the tine I was

last there will cause many deaths unless it is I‘Ettifiid.("-" understand

that the Japanese claim to be giving the prisoners the same diet that
a Japanese soler gets. For breakfast he generally has a vitdminized
mash together with his rice. 4t noon he has fish and vegetables with
is riee. At night he has his bigzest meel and ment is aluost always
served wita it.

I feel that if we could arrange tc provide the prisomers with a
vitamin pill whigh econtains vitamins A, B, C, and N in such & way that
one pill per day wculd be lurriciut’. A they could get by even on
the precent insufficient diet. I understand that the Japmese will not
permit us to supply prisoners with anything like that., It is perfeetly
foasible to supply the prisoners st the Davao Feaal Colony with vitamins
without the Japanese knowing anything abcut it, D!Hiﬂlpllll congern=-

ing thet haw been taken up with interested parties at Australian Head-
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In detalling the brutalities and atrocities I sm centioning only
those which I kmow from perssnal experience or whish were the persomal
experienses of a responsible effiecr who himself told them to me,

After the fall of Bataan orn April O, s proximately 10,000 Americens
end 5,000 Filipinos were marched to Sen ‘ernando, Paupangss, a distance
of about 120 miles, These priscners were marched in differeat groups,
naturally, and some groups were treated much more terribly than others,
In moat cases they were given no food end no water, One officer stated
that in seven days of marching he received only ocne mess kit of rice
and nothing to 4drink, If a Filipino »as unadle to keep upon the mareh

end fell out he was sumarily disposed of and left by the aide of the

road, e was generally killed by bayonetting or shooting, In the case

of inericans they »ere generally removed from the immediate vieinity of
the road and shot Just out of sight of the prisoners,

Due to the laet that there vas no water allowed or given, meny
prisonsrs vere foreced to drink from eareabac wallows and probably con-
tracted dysentery therefram, %here vere instances of Filipinos beipg
buried while still alive and the Japsnese made it 2 point to use Ameriean
officers to do the burying,

R
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Cabsnatuan that he h-dﬁb?d alive several times and would

s Stated to me in

never forget to his dying day the pleture of their hands resching wp




through the soll trying to claw their way out; nor the tiwe he was foreed
by the Japanese guard to elub one of thex down again into the grave with
the shovel,

During the mareh almost all groups passed through a town called
Lubso and were kept there overnight, They were guartered in a large
building of galvanized tin with no windo s but with small grid openings
near the floer of the building, *he priscncrs vere crewded into tee
building in suech a way that there was scarsely room to sit, Firct, the
Japanese herded as many into the building as possible, requiring them
all to stand; then when the building seemed to be coupletely full, more
priscners were placed Jjust cutside the door and e line was atitached to
ons eorner of the bullding with guards on the other end, 4hie was used
tc squeese those ocutside into the building, and the plece was then closed
up for the night., ‘he priscners were not allowed to loave for any reascd
shatsoever and hed to use the place naturally as a latrine right whore
they sat or stood, Alter several groups hed pessed through Lubeo it can
easily be imaginod that the building became quite filthy, especially as
many cof the priscnors vere alread), feeling the effects of dysentery,
There were (.ite a fow dead nhen the march staurted the following day.

At Sen fernando they wore placed in irom box cars, 100 to the ¢ r,
This left no room shetsgever in whigch to sit, there being Jjust encugh
room to stand, end them the sliding doers vere elosed. They were taken

to Capiz, Lusorn, & two or three hour trip, %*his wes slways done in the

heat of the day so that the eonditions within the cars ware such that had
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the trip mot beem so short suffocation of many would almost certalaly
have ensued., At Capiz they were mcrehed to the prison camp at Cemp
0'Donnell. The Jepmese had made no preparations for reeeiving the
priscoers snd the camp commsnder stated to the prisoners that he didn't
like Ameriecsns and that he 4idn't care how many of the priscners died,
There was only & single water spigot and the water in the nearby stream
was polluted with dysentery.

The death rate there was so alaming that the Japs moved the
Anericans to Cabenatusn and discharged many Filipinos whom they realized
would undoubtedly die shortly, but preforred to have them die in the
boscm of their families rather than in the camp, Fowever, approximately
27,000 Filipino prisoners died in the camp itself, At Cabanatuan the
death rate for the first two months was 30 Americans per day; but the
dead were left lying around the camp instead of being taken over to
the h-lpitu... This camp at thet time was in charge of a Japanese cor-
poral, but after same degree of organization was obsained a Jspanese
lieutensnt colonel ammed Mori arrived and took ecnmend, Lieutensnt
Colomel Mori formerly operated a umlff ;:{;: eity of Menilla,

It was almoot impossible to get a sick men into the hospital unless
he wagbractically dende-the Jepanese did not want $o have their roll
calls disturbed by thece transfers., Licutenant Commander A, E. Harris,
USN, died after being urconmsicus for four days in my living quarters.
During this tizme we made every effort to have him transferred to the
hospital, Perxission was finally obtained but he died as he was being
carried thmough the hospital gete. OSush incidents are not unusual; but,

in fact, are ccmmon,
-9
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Medieines are almost non-existent in the hospital,
scme medieines available in Menille and the Phillipise Fed Cross was
more them snxious to let our hospital at “abanatush have i%; bdut at
first the Japanese refused, They later epparently becams alarmed at
sonditions im the camp emd had their own doctors make a survey of theas
conditions, as a result of wiich we were finally permiited to receive

sore medicine, mainly quinine, from the Phu.l’tnrin- Fed Cross., Howewer,

aftsr these medicines arrived the Japanese kspt them and would not

reloase them to our Adcetors for some time, during which time meny &ied
of malaria, They told the doctors thet they would release the medicine
after they had taken an inventory of it, whiech they were in no hwrry %o
do. The amount of medicine received was inadequate to lust for but a
shor i period of time,.
Oecasicnally the Japanese, perticularly the interpreters, whid would
brutelly beatbr slap Americens without ceuse, Te vere reuired 1o
move some Nipe shacks frow one portion of the camp to snother, This
was very heavy work and taxed the men's strength. Although they were
doing the best tuey could, the Japanese non-eom in charge of the roving
belabored then vigorously with a large heawy riding crop and serious
danege was suffored by several Auericans.
LAewtensnt Gotoned-tutn of the @0th National Ouard, wetiv-=8tllg
- an-dimspwtive-sfftowr of ~the-vumpy wos struek behind the sar with a riding

erop b a Jap interpreter, IHe now suffers periodically from very severe
headeshes, with growing perslysis, %his cocdition has besm aggravated Wy
mother slapping at the hand of the Japanese interpreter in the Daveo
Tenal Colony.

o he
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The Japencse ﬂm_mmﬂnm-duummm-
ing neighborheod ~sturned singing with a Filipino head dangling from a
pole. This head waghut on @ fence picket on the main roed and left
there sbout a wesk for passerbtys to take warning.

About September 30, Lieutenant Colonels Bizgs and Breitung, UsSeA.,
and Lioutenant R. D G4lbert (CEC). USHR . attempted to escape. They

were apprehended and braten severely bty 'he Japanose {mmediately. The

ti:.flllldnll:landhlllm

tekon to & house just outside the esnp ot one eormer, loceted on the main
road. They wers stripped and tied up with their hands pehind them and
beaten more or less continuocusly throughout the day. They wore noude
during this time and were not allowed to have food or vater, Svery
Filipino whe passed along the road was stopped and required %o beat all
three men in the face with a two=by-fuur board. ir the Filipino did not
etrike them hard enough the Japanese beat the linf'iu- After three days
of this it was lmpossible to recognize any of the of ficers, They were
ﬂnlnftuhdinm“durtultnhﬂlh-ﬂqr. At the end

of this time all three were dragged off for exscution. O(me officer’s

(probebly Colonel Biggs) ear was laying upen his shouldeT, . The Japanese

wmtwiﬁihﬁlﬂmm hudti.{ﬂmmt

given any kind of triel shatscever &s recuired by Ilhmﬁa‘l iLau,
About July 1, 1942, six Americen priscoers, all enlisted -i*an- vere

spprehended by the Japrnese for lealing with Tilipines tc zet {'owd, whieh

%
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they were selling at high prices through a "hlack market,” These men
were tied cut in the hot sun to a fence post for 45 hours without food
or water, Finally one of them, crazed with thirst, got loose frem his
bonds and ran beck into the prison camp, having been ticd wp outside.
He wvant streight to his berrecks and got & drink of water and remained
in his barrasks after that. The Japanese found him there, tock him
out and summarily shct him, and also shot the other five Anericans who
wore otill tied up, This also ‘as done without any trisl and on the
exsuse that this porticular man was trying to eseape.

4 working party of 50 Americans--enlisted men--repairing the Calumpit
Bridge under guard was attasked cne night by Filipino guerillas., The
guerillas killed several Japanese guerds emd wounded others and got away.
The ‘npenese selected five Anericans ot resdom from the working party
and shot them on account of thie attack,

A% the Daveo Penel Colemy, about April 1, 1945, the Jepanese guard
in a sentry tour by the hospitel shot and killed an Amuy hospital corpse
man by the name of MeFee, MNeFee was dizging camotes underneath the
tower and Just outside of the hospital conpound fence. ile became thirsty
and called to one of his buddies on the other side of the fenee and
asked him to throw over a canteen of water, "heft this ves done and as
MeFee was stooping to piek up the canteen, the guard sbove him shouted
at hia, MeFes, after pleking up the centesn, opened the cap and let
sone of the water triekle out to show the guard that At wes an innooent

aet. ¥While pouring the water, the guard shot MeFees the bullet entering

-‘-
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firing toock place from almost directly above. The Japanese again
tried to bleme the shooting on an attempted esecape on the part of
MeFee, Nofee had no clothing or equipmeat of any kind with him,
Many priscners are oscouning afflicted »ith sourvy due %o a lack
a rich seurce of Vitamin C,
of Vitanin C. There are many lemons in the Daveo Penal Colomy. The
Japanecce themselves do not like lemons end will nci peruit us %o have
ary, and during ralng I have seen over &« thousend lemons at one time
floeting Cdown streem end ut of the Colony,.

(tll Mericen wiite woman sus raped on Hataan by two Jepanese two
woeks efter she had hed e baby. Au Amy officer wes a vitness %o thll-)
One of the outstanding violatlions of Inte:netiocnel Law was the fact
thet fter the capture of Batean they instal led ertillery within and
closely adjecent to our fleld hospitels which were still crowded with
sieck and wounded with the result that instruetions were giwven oa
Corregidor not to fire on these bLatteries,

The Japanese A4id not permit us to send any notice hame until on
January 1, 1943, Ve uur::;nitt-d to make ocut cards snd again a moath
later, Whether or not these cards ever arrived I do not know but 1
believe that Internsticnal Law requires that the oppertunity to nake
out such notifications shall be afforded to all priscners immedistely
af ter their espture,

In =y eleven months of imprisomment I was paid onee, receiving the

sm of 25 Japanese printed m;}hgt“lhﬂhupwrulmi
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American prisoners ceptured on Cebu were, for the most pert, kept
in a school house, Lieutenant J, B, Bulloek, Supply Corps, U.S5.M.,
apparently deeided to elcape and with a pask went beneath the school
house about dusk in Mey 1942, and wes waiting there until it became
dark so that he could sttempt to go through the outer femee. "hile
waiting he chenged his mind acco:ding to his stutement made to friends,
and returned to his quarters. A Filipino reported to the Yapanese that
an American had tried to esecape., <+he Japancse gquestioned Americans end
no one admitted to the act. The Japs then took all Americeans to the
jail in Cebu end questioned them individually with no success. They then
called them all together and stated that each dmerican would be ndivie
dually tortured until these asserted the name of the man who had been
under the sshool house, Lisutenant Bulloek then stated that if the

Japanese would ngree not to reap any retaliation on the other priscmeors

he would admit to being the prisomer in question. The Japsnese agroed and

kept the bargain. The other Amerieans were returned to the sehool house
ot onee and Bulloek a few days later, Hemseived no punishment and, in
effect, wvas only warned not—to—be—e—bedboy ant-try it again. The Japan-
ese varned thot™if -;-:-:;;u to eseape snd was nu;Ft:CI the
futurg /he would be exseuted, and thot if they eseaped suscessfully Colenel
m. the Americam Coamander, would be executed.

Sometine later two Filipinos were appreheaded tinkering with the

light switch at the Japanese prison headquarters. Z‘he Japanese sonstrued
this as an effort on the part of the Filipinos to ecssape. About twe ¢'slesk
one afterncom the Japanese sent for Colemel Cornell and told him thet they

-#A- 7A




DECLASSIFIED PER JLo LIk v
20 AUG. 75

were going to execute the two Filipinos and Lieutenent Bullock, and
desired to know if he wished to witmese the execution., Colonel Cornell
refused, The Japanese took Lisutenant Bullock out them ond he h-d ne
inkling thet he was about to be executed, As he went through the gnte
one Japanese said to him, "You had better tell you friends goodbye," and
Bulloek turned and u?;d and said, "See you later, boys." The Japanese
reported thet they behaaded Bullock., At no time did he rsceive any trid

nor was it, in effect, ever shown thet he mede a definite attempt to

f
escape, as he returned to his quarters o# his own wfolition.

Radio Eleetrician J. S, Leroy, U.S.N., vas piecked up by the Japanese
on Cebu before surrender snd with three Filipinos was in a cell in the
Cebu eity jril. "hen American officer prisoners were takem to the jail
after the surrender some were assigned $o his eell, His elothes and
those of the Filipinos, with other items such as toilet gear, were still
in the cell end none of the four were ever seen sgain, Filipino oceupants
of the jail stated that Leroy and the three Filipinos from the same eell
were executed by the "iﬂpln'.?ﬂl-

The incidents related in the prededing two paragraphs were reeited
mmwmmmmm who acted as a
kind of liaison officer botwesen the Americans and the Japanese,

Shortly after the surrender of Mindanae some Americenm priseners
vere congentrated =t Densalan, Ln-:tim. They were lauter merched
%o the seaport of Iligen, a distance of sbout twenty miles. Al though
these prisoners had ghoes they were required to carry them and walk bare-
footed, and throughout the journey all prisoners were linked with esaeh

-TB =




other by wire. On this trip the Japonese exssuted three American
priscners whose nsmes ! eannot now recall for ecrtain, but the faect of

the exseutions sse certain.
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$400, We were assured that the remainder was on deposit to our eredit
in the Japanese bank ot Davao City, and the Japamese evem went so far

a8 %0 charge us one peso for manufecturing our *"ehop*--our signsture,
The; 414 not furnish us with our "chop.* ‘owever, the Japanese were
preparing %o pay us sgain et the time that I eseaped and they had already
paid warrant officers and second lieutenmants., Om this seecond paymeat the
smount »as inereased so that I would have dramn 50 pesos had I remained
to b paid. IThe payment was made on » slidiag seale downward sceording
to rank end enlisted men were not paid at all., “he “avy end ¥grine Corps
offisors had al eady set up & “oard which divided ssme of the money
received by the officers amon- the Nayy and Marine Corps enlisted perscne

¢ r ael. The Armmy was ettempting to put the same idce into effect,

! fk \ : - -
At the Vavec prison ecamp there arrived eerly in Januery 1945, “ed

Cross supplics, whiech I underetend were brought by the Japancse vessel
wiieh had been used in the exchange of diplemats, ZEach man reeeived

two individuel bexes snd fifteen cans of either cormed beef or meet and
vegetable stew, 7These cans were distributed to us st the rete of two
cans a week, I:medistely upom receipt of these supplies the Yapansse
diseontinued giving us any of our regular ratiom exdept for plaia, simple
rice; whereas, before we hed 'ecen getting some vegeta\lles and now ond
then meat if a carabac should die of old age. Their siopping of the
regular ration to us, in effect, constituted a confiscat lon of the Red
Cross supplies as the Japamese quartermaster could them piv$ into his own
pockst the money ulﬂnh he was supposed $o use to feed us, Vnfortunately,
after these Red Cross supplies gave -ut in sbout eight I-lkllp B
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Japanese 414 not go back to the previous ration, This will be covered
elsevhere under the subjeet of *"Food,*

The Jepansse require every oane st the Yaveo prises camp to work
an' tey rmeke o distinctica between oflicors and mem in the type of
work. The Acericon cuup oific als Lave sucereded in differentiating
Betweon the sork doue by aullsted wen and offie rse “‘osever, cffisers
of all ranks and up to the cge of L5 are required t¢ work under very
adv.. circmotangns in rice paldiles, harvesting and planting rise.

I, porsonally, bal T el za out *gpanese lutrines, sewage disposals,

garbege pits, end do other la.bo:‘.k el no American shiould be 1oguired

! u-“..l*._
o perform for :.-.nrqmy The Japancse whii Dot por L1t us to do useful

fare 'ng to meintein curselves, but usedus to work for civilian Japanese

firwe, ch o3 loggin: compaunies,




