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T0 t Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, \ » -
NGB

THROUGH: The Controller, A.I.B, ﬁ-’? 25745

le Through the media of persomel word brought back by the Captain
of the submarine "GUDCECN" and a letter from Major J.A, Villamor, transporte
ed by the same means, plus radic commmications with the "PLANET" Party,
there is now at hand sufflcient irformation to justify & comment u}mn the
operations of this party,.

/

2e Drigﬁnal.ly it was planned to land me echelon of the part: upon
the sculli coast of Mindanac to establish a secret radio station, The re-
meining members of the party then were to be transported by the sems sub-
marine to upper Panay where medicines and emmmition would be landed, cone
ditions permitting, As actually worked out, the operations includad only
one landing, this on Negros Occidental, Hn ammunition nor medicines were
landed,

3. We have been at a loas to explain the alteration of plans, Our
information on han€ still does mot allow us to make satisfactory statements,
It appears, however, that the submarine commander was willing to make the
landing on lindanao and condiilions were favorable, but Major J,A. Villamor
decided against it, It, likewise, spyrears that the submarine cormander was
wllling to stand by off Negros for offloading ammmmition and medicines, but
ajor Je A. Villamor decided that only onme trip to shore should be made and
this neant that ammmition and medieines could not be arried to the Ishnd,
Major Villamor has stated in & messape that t .is was "owing to trouble with
one of the rubber boats,” The boat wus not used, The medicinees were re-
turned to Australia, According to the submarine commender, M jor Villamor
seemed concerned because the medicine cases were not water-progfed, I had
explained this to him prior to the deperture and informed him that the
medicines were sealad in glass containers and would not be detrimentally
affected by moisture or emersion for reasonable periods,

4e In all other phases, the plan worked well and there were no untoward
incidents, Cormmications have been established on a very esatisfactory basis
and enough valual'le informetion has pessed to eneble the formuletion of GHQ
policy decisions ragard the Philippines, This alone, I feel, fully justifies
any effort or expensos of the party,

5« The recsons for Major Villamor's decisions are not clear, but I
forward the theory that the long enforced incarceration within the submarine
had a very daprfsuing effect on all concerned and resulted in inereased




uneasiness aend apprehension regarding what was unquestionably a very
dangerous mission, Two of the members of the party were ill much of the
time, and one, the entire period, Hajor Villamor in his letter expressed
doubt if this men would be of much assistance for some weeks to come.

6, I do not wish to imply this as a criticism of Major Villamor!'s
decisions, but rather ancexpression of disappointment that all of the ob-
jectives were not achieved, It is nol believed either desirable or justi-
fisble for ne to adop a critical ettitude from this safe dlstance, I wish
to state, however, that lessons learned in this preliminery expeditdon will
be applied to future plannings, snd to reiterate thut the primary objective
-- the obtaining of impertial, carefully evaluated informetion for this
headquarters =- is being achieved by the party with comriendable success,
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¢/C to 330 T. Best spot seems to be on CATMON PT. It has
gand beach, uninhabited, and south side 1is well protected.
It is also close enough to JINOBAAN village so that contact
can be made with the natives there after landing. Party
leader likes this set up and sea is dying down considerably
so we will try here tonight. We will try immediately after
dark in order to get the jump on the night fishermen who
should not appear until later in the evening.

C/C to 270 T off CATMON PT. to kill time until dark.

C/C to 250 T to allow for what appears to be a 1 knot
current setting inﬂ}he coast.

C/C to 100 T to run back into CATION PT.
DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LIR Ol

Surfaced and continued toward beach. 20 AUG. 75

Stopped and disembarked landing party 1000 yards south of
western tip of CATMON PT. enabling them to take advantage
of eurrent tc reach the beach. Nice lee here, %00.

G¢/C to 270 T in order to cover landing site with the gun
as requested by the party leader in case they met any
interference

Received prearranged signal by flashing light (*E" flashed
three times at intervals of three seconds) that landing had
been effected successfully. Stood out on course 270 T on the

motors.

Went to two engine speed to elear coast.
C/C to 201 T and slowed to one engine speed.

Landing party did not desire to use our wooden boat. They

haed  their own boats (rubber) with plywood stirffeners.for

the bottom and systematic loading details worked out for
loading thelr gear. Cne of their three rubber boats falled

to inflate properly so they left medical supplies which

they considered unimportant. e had rubber boats as standbys
as well as our wooden boat which were ready to replace their
defective boat. This offer was refused. The party leader
considered it more important to get ashore fast and undetected
than to spend the additional time inflating and loading
another boat. The Commanding Officer concurred in this
decision. The party inflated and loaded the boats. Ship's
force handled the gear from below to the topside and held

the boats alongside. The gear was all numbered and handed to
the Filipinos in the boats in the order desired and they placed
it in their prearranged pattern, The submarine was kept
trimmed down with about one foot freeboard to facilitate
loading. The entire operation went smoothly except for the
failure of one boat to properly inflate.
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Lt. Col. G2 Feb/28/.43
Ind Thru:
Col .Roberts

1, Herewith is the report of training of the "PLANFT" Party, as requested by
-‘-I cl n'r 5" G-zl i

2. Partioular attention is invited to the section dealing with the use of the
Australian Army's P, & R. T. Schocl for training Philippine Sub-sectlion personnel
for penetration into the Islands. As will be revealed, complete facilities and
personnel exist here in Brisbane. However, unless greater use 1s made of the school,
it may be decided to discontinue scme phases of the work., AIB has been invited to
make full use of the school not only for oceasional partieas but for many parties.
School officials would appreciate some early indication of the extent to which we
may avail ourselves of this opportunity,

3. It is my opinion that the training possibilites of this school for preparation
of Filipino parties are exceptional and allow of closest supervision by Philippine
Sub-geotion, The lessons learned by previous attempts are known to Captain Davidson,
who hag proved very valuable. It is believed that the contimued use of this achool
and its personnel is more to be recommended than the use of unknown facilitles at
Cairns, so distant as to offer little chance of close contact and supervision. I
further believe that Captain Davideon is unusually capable and displays great under-
standing in the training of Philippine persomnel, who universally have indicated their
affection and respect for him. Such factors cannot lightly be dismissed when dealing
with Filipinos,
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA
Allied Intelligence Bureau.

SICUR3%.

27 Fehruary, 1943.

SUBJECT: "PLANET" Party - Training.
TO t As G, of 5-' G=2.
THRU : Colonel C. G. Roberts.

I. Geperel Statement: The training aschedule deweloped for "PLANET" Party was
based upon three primary considerations.

a. The specific nature of the mission.

b. The absolute necessity for the party to land and maintain itself and
equipment under anmy conditions.

¢. The relatively short time at our disposal.

The program was experimental and changed as the need therefor became evident.
Facilities were developed even while training was in progress. Since the program was
similtaneously operational and research in nature, deficiencies were certdin to appear
and recommendations for their correction would be included in future training programs

of similar parties.

Howev'r, it 1s desired to emphasize that the training should wary depending
upon the mission and, consequently, it is considered unwise to establish a rigid
syllabus, particularly since another wariable lles in the different types of personnel
involved =- some American and some Filipino, ranging from well-educated upper classes
to completely illiterate Moros. As can be apmreclated, the training problems are
varied and do not yleld to a definite curriculum,

II. The "FIANET" Party: This waps a secret A.I.B., party designed for the purpose
of accomplishing the mission suggested in the preliminary proposals submitted through
G-2 and approved by the Commander-in-Chief with the word "Excellent®. The primary
mission was teo supply this Headquarters with immediate information enabling the
formulation of policy regarding guerilla commands in the Islands. Coincidentally, the
party was to establish a secret radio station, completely independent, and to develop
cryptographically-secure radio commmication with A.I.B. Then the basis of a secret
intelligence net was to be laid. On the findings of this prelimimary party, plans were
to be developed for further parties.

Keeping the missions in mind, it was decided that, despite the short training
period available, emphasis must be made upon -

a. Health,
b. The ability of the party to land and maintain itself intact,

There were no facilities for this closer than Cairng and it was declded against training
the party at Cairns becaunse -

(1) Transporting the party to and from the school would have occupied
more than half of the awmailable time,

(2) Itnuduindtnmmmmuﬂerﬂmﬂmm, based
upon what was thought to be essential in a party headed for the
Philippines, and I believed that I could do that better here.

The availability in Brisbene of the Australian Army P. & R. T. School (Physical
and Recreational Training School) == in reality a small, secret commando-type school
with complete facilities -~ gpeemed to solwe our pruhlul The Australisn Army made its
persconel and facilities i!mediately awailable even closed out certain classes that
our group might be trained in secrecy. '.l'h:llph thotmining under the supervision
of Captain A. L. Davidson, developed rapidly according to three principle luhdi'r:l.sinuu
These subdivisions, together with the recommendation for the training of .fptw
appear as follows:-
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Iralning gugrested for future
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Total 6 hrs, dli].;rfﬂ' weeks.
Remainder of day to be devoted to
the particular Technical Training
necessary for the work to be carried
out.

A minimm of eight days and eight.
nights contimious training. This
would allow a truer insight into
each man's reactions under these
conditions.
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Two days and two nights satisfactory

for this treining, but one night each
week should be spent in practice after
the contimwous training has finished.

Practice in embarking in float from
actual type of vessels to be used in
operation is considered most essential.

T
!

:

Silent placing of floor in
float. |

Correct loading and unloading
of gear, (Fach box marked
according to correct float

Moving up beach with gear and
covering of tracks., (All

pairties move up beach on
single track).

This schedule outlines only the formal periods of training. Informal training,
perticularly in the stowage of loads, was carried on under the party leader's direction
at most unexpected interwvals and under the most trying conditions, such as complete
darkness, during high winds and violent rainstorms, when neither lights nor spoken
directions vere permitted.

It was decided, as a part of the P, & R.T. training, to ingtruct the party
members in proper methods of packing in watertight containers and in rendering these
containers easy to handle and inconspicuous. Nearly a week was devoted to this work,
mostly during evening hours. It is believed that the insistence upon rigid training
in these matters was largely responsible for the expeditious manner in which the group
off=loaded itself.

The more accdemic phase of the training included instruction in -

(1) Identification of Japanese inaignias -- lectures and illustrations
bty Captain Kendall, R.A.N, and Lt, Colonel Ind.

(2) Identification of Japanese naval undts -= lectures and illustrations
by Captain Kendall, R.A.N., and Lt, Colonel Ind.
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(3) Identification of Japamese aircraft —- lectures and illustrations by
Ceptain Kendall, R.,A.N., Lt, Colonel Ind and Major Villamor.

(4) Security commmnications -- five lectures and demonstrations by Lieut.
Holmes, Central Bureau.

(5) Cryptogrephy =- ten lectures, demonstrations and laboratory classes
by Captain Clark, Signal Corps.

(6) Morse Code training == four weeks training by Lt. Colonel Ind,
agsisted by Major Villamor.

(7) Essentials of intelligence observation —- lectures and demonstrations
by Lt. Colonel Ind and Major Villamor. /-’Eiﬁ}““-
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(8) Secret service methods -- text assignments, Corps of Intelligence
Police Manual,

(9) Resume Philippine political, economic, social and military conditions
-= informal lectures by Major Villamor based upon intelligence
sunmaries.

(10) Preliminary instruction in navigation -- lestures by Major Villamor.

(11) Fundamentals of small boat marine engine operation == demonstrations
at Army Transport Service Wharf,

In addition to these subjects undertaken in Brisbane, it was Major Villamor's
to give instruction aboard the submarine upon such matters as First Aid, elementary
map and photo reading and sketehing,

It is considered most important that future parties be organized in time to
allow considerably more training than was made awailable to the initial group. Included
the list of courses to be introduced or expanded would be -

(1) Secret service and G-2 work.

(2) Importance of secrecy and security measures.
(3) Methods of observation and reporting.

(4) Passive resistance and simple sabotage.

(5) Handling of mmall boats (sailing, paddling, etc.)
(6) Guerilla tactics.

(7) First Aid,

(8) Elementary map and photo reading and sketching.

During the early part of the treining period, officers and men lived in their
assigned billets in Brisbane and Camp Doomben, reporting for duty direct to the school
at 8 o'clock in the morning, Breakfast meal was obtained before reporting to the school,
midday meal had at school, as well as evening meal if exercises were carried on. On
some occasions, to facilitate early morning training, the personnel lived at the school.
It has been recommended that, in the case of future partles, all personnel live at the
school, not only to facilitate training, but to enable close obserwation of individual
characteristics.

The academic aspects of training were conducted in a class room at Allied
Intelligence Bureau and many of the packing operations were completed there. later
experiments, however, have shown that these operations can be carried on expeditiously
at the school.
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Following most wrgently needed:

Quinine,

Sulfathiasole,

Sulfanilamide Powder,

Nedical Officers' Field Kits,

Ammo . ,

Garands,

+38 Cal, Tommy Cuns,

Grenades ,

Duteh Sets with Chargers,

Gas,

Extra Batteries,

Smll extremely portable sets for loeal use.
Also need!

Good meaps NMBGROS ,

Latest pamphlets re Intelligence end Jep ships , &e.
Personslly need:

Pield jackets,
Toothbrushes & paste,
Flashlights with plenty of extra batteriss,

Code and Bond paper, e

Portalle typewriter,
Peneclls ,




Chemigals for Secret Inks and developers.

For emergengy!
Mmm-hudwuthm“dm,
Rations similar to thet of party.

Following weefuls

Shotguns with lets of ammunition for ambush
Filter Condensers fairly high voltage,
8 « 66 tubes, crystals and Band C Batteries,

2 Rifles, .22 Cal with lots of ammunition,




