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MFRIENDLY GUERKILLA GROUPS:

LaEs Group: Organized by BONANG, a woman, and an old man,
CUBALAN, who is reported to be mentally unbalanced. The group is actiwve in
+he areas of Gandera-San Jose de Buen=-Matuginso, and Wright, Loguilokon and

Corcoran, and Wab reported to bc recelvilg Japanese assislance and being

supplicd with ammunition te fight MEREITT and other anti-Japanesc guerrilles

groups. It has romeined under Japenese influence, snd has reported strength

f 3,000, including women and childrell.

2 Tncle:
Inel. 1 = Semar Guerrilla Orgenizatlions
Incl, 2 = Sumar Gucrrille Rudio Commnicetions
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state and appointed secretaries for the various departments. e refused to
submit to MERRITT when approached by him., Reports indlicsate that ARTECHE
aither surrendered or was captured by the Japanese at Darain, and that he and
some of hic men are now in the hands of the Japenese Kempel at Catbalogan
and the unit dispersed. Another report, reliability of which is unkmown,
stated that ARTECHE later spoke on the advantages of surrender Lo Japanese

before an cudience in a Church zt Catbalogan,

'
LT. COL. CHARLES M. SMITH AND THE SR AFE.L COM URD:

4e the guerrills situstion in Samar became clearer, it was evident
thet no loesl leader wes capable of undfying all the guerrillas. MERRITT
emerged as the strongest leeder in northern Somar, and Lt. Col. CALUSLING
appeered to be the southern srco loader.

On 18 Septembor 1944, Major Charles I SHITH, n loenl roprescntative
of GHQ, SWPL, rcported thot the gucrrillc lesders of Samnr, naomcly Copt.

MERRITT rcprescnting the northern rron, pnd Lt. Cole CaUSING with Major .=l

reprosenting the southern arcc, mol rt his Semer hordguertors Ior thi purposc
of unifying nll the forces of Scmar. The leaders agreed to unify under any
commandcr designoted by GHY, and requestod recognition. On 16 September 1944,
SMITH was promoted to Lt. Col., and on the 4 October 1944, he was appointed
Commander of the Samar aren., He is nov reorgamlzing guerrilla units in Samar
into one command.

ifter = survey of the situstion Col. SMITH reported recently that
personnel werc available for 3 or 4 regiments (8=9,000 men, two=thirds with
pre-war militory troining) but lacked treining officers. Only 7 regular FA
of ficers are evailsble on the island. He proposes to develop & picked regi-
ment of combot engineers for construction and preperation of materials behind
the enemy lincs.

Col. SMITH also proposcs to sct up a civil govermment for the Samar
aren, combining the numercus local "Samar® povernments. The former senior

member of the Provincisl Board, Dr, Viecente Dira, has been nominated for

Governor by SMITH. 1t 1is prﬂpﬁsed thet DIRA, if appointed, would becom

cheirman of o committee to appoint the other provincisl officials.

FTITIE ey g L Lliiu.

20 AUG. 73




DECLASSIFED PR JCS LTR OF
——— 20 AUG. 75

KANGLEON in Leyte as his Chief of Staff, KLNGLEON sent him inte Samar in
September 1943 to unify guerrilla organizatlons there. CAUSING was not
successful but only succeeded in bringing the V.LLEX guerrillas more closely
under KANGLEON's control. While pursuing his task in Samar, CAUSING was noti-
fied by KiNGLEON that GHQ had eppointed KINGLEON as leader of the Leyte area
orly, and that he was secvering all connections with Samar. CAUSING remained
in Samar on his own, with the support of VALLEY, and he reorganized the V/LLkX
unit on the basis of the Pi T/0. Today CLUSING appears to be the accepted
losder in southern Samar. His headquarters is located 15 Km north of Balingiga.
He is weak, stays hidden in the mountains, and apperently possesses none of
the attributes of a strong leader., Without VALLEY he would probably have

no organization.

4BI1i Group: Organized under the leadership of Captain Luciano LiBLA
former Constabulary officer with s long service cereer behind him. AELL was
invelved in an unsettled administretive report and was discharged from the
PC. The exact neture of the charge is unknown.

LBl was st Basey, Samar, et the time of the surrcndcr and organized
a group of approximately 100 guerrillas for local protcetion of the pcople.
Later ABLL and VALLEY osteblished contact, and the two groups merged under
Lt. Col. CAUSING.

SULCI Group: Reports indicatc thet SULCI, cx=Govcrnor of Samar,
controllcd arcas in or near Borongen, Dolores and Palalag. Thesc appear to
heve boen absorbed by VLILLEY, and then CAUSING.

LETECHE Group: Organized under tho direction of Evt. Brig. Gen.
Pedro LHTECHE. ARTECHE was a former governor of Samar, rcmoved from office
by President QUEZON as a recsult of clection irregulasrities but was reelected.
Prior to holding offiece, he was a Manila lawyer. after the surrender he or-
ganizcd a guerrilla group in the Sta Rita=Zumarraga arca in western Samsr.
it one time LRTECHE's unit hed ¢ higher pcrecentage of rifles than amy other

group in Samar. ARTECHE absorbed two small guerrills groups, one under Bvt.

Cept, Emilio RECOTE, and tho other under Bvt. Capt. CANON. Both groups were

operating in southwest Samar.
&ATECHE is an individualist, ambitious and noted for shifting

persornl seml politicsl loyelties. He organized his unit into a scparatc
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VALLEY Group: This group was organized by Manuel VALLEY, a former
HManila policemsn, formerly a bodyguard of Fresident QUEZCK. UﬁLLﬁY claims
he was commissioned an officer in the PA, served as lst Lieutenmant 1in Provost
Marshall office, Headquarters Philippine Department (this has never been es=-
tablished), and fought on Bataen. He escaped from batnen st the time of the
surrender and made his way to his home at Guiuan, Samar. App:;ﬁting himself
a Captain, he organized in October 1942 n force of some 30 rifles in the
municipalitics of Guiuan, Salecedo, Balangigs, Basey and Pambujan Sur. Capt.
RAMOS is VALLEY's CO of the Eust Coast Battallon. VALLEX has attachcd his
orgenization to Col. KANGLEON's command on Leyte.

MERRITT approachod VALLEY in September 1943 and suggested that
VALLEY ploec his force under MERRITT's control. . conference was held and
VALLEY agreed to join MERRITT if, in turn, MERRITT would submit to Col.
KANGLEON's command. MERRITT refused and ¢ach has not trusted the other sinec.
When Col. KANGLEON dispatched CAUSILG to Samar in 1-tc 1943, VALLEY ro-dily
agreed to submit more closely to FANGLIONYs authority. He tpeded moncy, orms
and smmunition end bolieved he could obtein supplies from K.NGLEON., Soon
afterward CAUSING promoted VALLEY to the ronk of Major and instructed him to
organize n battalion on the east const of Samar. 4 February 1944 report
states theot this unit numbered 1200 men., It may now bc more.

VLLLEY faneies himself n Filipino Robin Hood. He is good-hoarted,
fe.r to the pcople, and has made sorious attempts to improvc their lot. He
has sct in motion army projects to encourage food production, built picrs,
constructed new buildings, developed nmcw roands and cneouraged and supported

what industries were in operation. He won the support of the people by per=

mitting as many as desired to join the army, and paying them with the worth=

less script he printed. As a result thce people hawe given whole=hearted
support to him and trust the army impllecitly.
Mothing is kmown of the Civil government oper.ting under VALLEY .
CLUSING Group: Lt. Col. Jusn CaUSING graducted from the Fhilippine
Military icedemy in 1921 and was thon engaged as an instructor and Executive
Officer in the General Service School, Bsguio, Luzon. He later scrved as
Commanding Officer of the Leyte Provisional Regiment. With the surrendcr,

LUSING joined the puerrillas in Samar, and leter became associated with
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Dr. Vicente DIRA, Senior llember
Lecnardo SOLIDON, Junior Member
Hateo C. TAALA, Treasurer
Valerisno Del VALIE, Fiscal
Esculastice E}-*.m...'...:.'u,, auditor
ﬂﬂwﬁfrﬂ“ F. BANDAL, Sheriff
Lopes C. QUIMBC, Judge of First Instance

These officisls mere appoirted by MERRIIT in sininistrative Order
our, dated 1 Decezber 1943. Faragraph two of this order stales:
®The functions of the Civil Government arc vested in officiales appointed
and supervised by the Division Commander,™

~overnor ABOGADO and Deputy Governor FEDROS. seem sincere in

the peoplc and : their utmost to curb abuses

MERRITT established contact with Col. Marecario FERALTA, 6th MD
Cormander, and was ordered by PERALT. to submit his organization for the
93rd Division under PERIITA's 4th Philippine Corps in February 1943. Soon
aftervard, PERALT. was ordered by GHQ to di=solve the 4th Philippine Corps

and to confine his command to the 6th !

Meanwhile Col.
Ruperte K. EAGLECH was umifying guerrilla forces on Leyte, and late in 1943
dispatched Lt. Col. CAUSING, ! Chicf of Staff, to Samsr to contact guer-
rills forces therc to attempt unification of the guerrilla command of the
entire 9th MD (Semar snd Leyte). ot the dissolution of the 4th Fhilippinc
Corps, PERALT. edvised MERRITT to work for & Samer command independent of

Leyte. MERRITT, therefore, refused to consider Cil IliG's proposition,

setting forth four rcasons for not aogepting KA.GLECK's authority:

e o A -.i - Rl

Col. FKAMGLEON surrcndered to the Japancse,

Col. KiNGLEOH hed no authority froz= Gen, MACARTHUE

-k R .__1-\_1‘....’.‘.'.1:-1-

his guerrillass were orgsnized prior to Cel. KJNGLEUN's.
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the disputc, KLNGLEON was sppointed only Lejyte

ires Commsnder, and the Samsr command was not established until Septcmber

1G6LL wder Lt. Cel. SMITH.
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MEFFITT mow comirols northwest Semer from celbigzs morth, with the

exception of +he Jup occuplisd +owme of Calbeyog end Catbelogel. Per =n esrly

1944 repori, oS roroe constituted the T3rd Divisiom of four regimemilss G3rd
mpat in morthern camer, ©0 Li. T4burcio JONSCE [former comstetulery off iper):
the F7th InfendIy iy pastern SumsT, o0 ejor Alfomso JAIME (former consteb-
dery officer); ihe geth Iofantry 1T northwestern SEmET, Cupt. Werismo

. E ¥ s * - ¥ e U " ™ oy
1IN former sehool tescher; wnd the 99th Inf=miyy 131 eortern Sumary UL Cept.

-

w

Elridio ARSENL, former school tescher. Actuzl 2 2F JumuETy
1641 reporis 322 of ficers, 1408 enlisted mel.

In additlon, MERFITT has ceteblaished ring schools for officers
endl exlisted men =nd 1e belicved to hove o W
orgenigod & Joluntoor Home LUSTTe
ardnenoce WUTEE, gnd trapsportellol enf eommumiestl

MERFITT's relstioms with the civilisn populeati
loswe much to be desired. HReporis irdicete that the peoplc hove been &X=
ploited by high raviking esmy offioers end politicizns, who heve medc huge
personel profits st the expense of the people. The Pe ople =re beld wWROCT
esomtrol by lerTol tuctics and IyOIC opposing rrmy hEs DeED eliminsted.
The result bas been thst the =omy is foered snd dislikod oy the pecflte
1rtelligenoe parties 1u NEERITT'e eres heve £ls0 hed trouble with somc of
VEROTT's officers seperel times. In omo spetenoe = radio locstiom Wes
betregyed to = JEP petral Ty persomnnel fermerly mtiochod to MEFEFITT .

MERFITT , himself, ig reported to be = 1ikestle person £nd =B X<
ccllent fighter. Those who have known him perscnelly SE)¥ thzt be is no%
responsitle for the sbuse of the people but thet he iz weck =nd comtrolled
by some of s officers =nd politiclsnEe. Bemrtheloss, ERRITT bes some
rine peogple in his orgenization who gre sinocre in Thedr efforts., The cmly
gueeti oneble clements ere & small hemdful =t the Lop. W ERITT wos ewerdod
the Bilwer Star of the FI by President QUEZON om 13 Fovenber 1543.

The civil gvermment in the rres of Somar acptrollod by MERRITT and
eppointed TF VMERRITT , wus reportod ob 2 Merch 1944 os § ol ows:

Governor : Gregorio B. ABOGEDD, cx-Represcntetive (Major

SABLHAE had bocn appointod previcusly bul ®=S

retined to perforn specizl missions.)
Deputy Gowerndr Loremsc K. FEDHOSL
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THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT ON SAilAR LSLAND

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

There was no organized oppeosition 1o the Japenese occupstlon of
Samar Icland. The only resistance came from scattered parties, consisting
mostly of Constabulary troops supported by civilian volunteers, banded to-
gether, sniping and ambushing the Japs as opportunity offered. ©OSince Samar
was not of operational imporitance, the Japanese occupled the provinee only
lightly, and guerrille bands established themselves in large unoccupled arcas.
Several groups established thomselves strongly but never cooperated. The
commend was wnified only by an outside leader, a GHQ ropresentative.

Means of obtaining civilien support varied. BSome bands uscd
toerror tactics, and support was madc compulsory. Othcr bands used more
subtle means, courting the civilian by appointing civil govermment officials
and cstablishing eivilisn agencies. Although the civil government was
wnder the ecomtrol of the pucrrille army, in most cases the guerrills offl-
cere concerned themselves with organizing their units and have left tho
civil government administration to appolnted of ficials.

HISTORY OF ORIGINAL GUERRILLA GROUPS: DECLASSIFIED PR 1CS LTR OB
20 AUG. 75

MERRITT Group: These gucrrillas were organizcd under the loadere
ghip of tomporary Captain Pedro V. MERKITT, ASH 0-1456, Philippine army.
MERRITT wee ottached to the Leyte Provisional Hegiment stationed at Urmoc.
When the order to surrender was given, MERRITT went to the mountains of
northcrn Semar and organized a puerrills unit with Li. E. SOLIMaN. The
unit hesdguarters has boen roported ot Malago and Tinambancan but "usually
at large." WEHRITT assumcd the rank of Colonel and soon after began to
absorb other small guerrills groupes in northern Samar. One such group was
orgenized by Bvt. Captain NACARIO, who wos reported to be mayor of Calblga
sbout the time of surremder. The Jaopanese sponsored "Pulshanes" (sec page T)a
a bandit group in north central Bamar, were recruiting cliisons of Calbign,
and NACARIO orgomized his guerrills band to countor the activitice of the

Pulshancs. He was last reported in April 1942 as msyor of Culbige. The cire

cumstances of the NACAFIO guerrillss becoming o part of the EWdT] orgs
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