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suBJECT: Activities of the Mine Sweeping Unit,
USAPFE, Sulu Archipelago.

TO /34 'The Commanfling General, AFPAC.
' /' (Thru the Adjutant Gensral, PA)

“'1. The organization known as the Mine Sweeping Unit, was organized
by e on 14 November 1944 with an original members of sixty(60) men., The
_aesignated Headquarters was Tabawan Island, Tawi-Tawi Group., After the
. mer were design:ted to perform their respective duties I rented three (3)
" Jumpite and three (3) small vintas st the rate of F100.00 and ¥25.00 per
month respectively. ':l‘ha moro boats mentioned herein were officially used
by the idne Sweeplng Unit, +he three small vintas were used as runners,
mm and relecsing mines,

+ o, Then I purchased the necessary materials for operation costing me
t‘w wﬂd nftr (f:iﬁonﬁﬁj Pﬂﬂl, such as rope, lﬂﬂﬂ’ lﬁhd, etc. This
anit was fimenced by ms from the start of ibs organization on 14 Hovember

/ B '!him unlt began operatlon sweeping the mines planted by the Japa-
nese in the wat r between the islands of Tagao and Pandanan up Lo Sugbay
' ., From 18 to Noveumber 1944 the said unit had relessed and dee-

.i:;:?ﬂ;t.y-n?a (55) mines in the water between Tagao and Pandanan is-

Yands. :

L« From 1l %o 31 December 1944, th s unit had swept, released and
destroyed fifty five (55) mines in the waters of Fandanan and Sugbay chan-
aele ortun:tely that while releasing the bouyed mine, this accidentally

ghat were in the boat. The bodies were so mubilated and disintegrated that
‘they eould not bz recovered.

f 5, From 1l to 31 January 1945 thie unit operated and sweptninety (90)
mines in the waters between Kakatan and Bubuaen islands.

6. From 1 to 28@ebruary 1945 the unit oved, operated and swept,
phirty oix (36) mines in the waters between Bubuan and Logoa Lslands,

#, On 22 Februrary 1945, L spent one kumpit to Jolo with five (5) gep
to buy food supylies for t'e consumption of ay men. On Shai.r way, before
reaching Pata lsland, the said party was intercepted by Yapanese patrp]
1aunch and kille ' three of my men, the two of them wereable 10 escape
and reported to me what had happened,
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8. On 26 February 1945 at about 8' o'elock in the sorning while my
unit was swe the mines in the water between the islands of Kakatan

and logos, a Japanese launch was sighted going toward us. When the lauch

was about five hundred (500) yards from us they opened fired. I then

spread my boats at a distance of one hundred (100 yards’ apart and engaged
the enemy., We were equipped with sub-machine guns and some carbines.

After fighting which lasted about an jiour, american planes ceme, so that

the japanese launch escaped toward Siasi inlm but was sunk before reach-

ing it. Then I gailed to the neares island for fear that we might be

bombed by mistake, While none of my mem was urt, one of my kumpit sustained

a slight injury caused by bullets. -

9. Om 30 March 1945 1 mov.d oy unit to Tawi-Taid group Iith the mission
of clearing the minefield in this area reported to have been heavily mined

wmhmﬂtupmtuttheirpnimtmﬂulnﬂmlm at

Bungao. After surveying the water arround this island, I discovered that
great nusber of mines were 1 yed at the entrance of Tawi~Tawi Bay, I also
found a submarine cable. On 22 March 1945, this organization swept and
destroyed ten mines and another nineten more during the following two days,
All these mines were extract d in the waters between the islands of laa
and Tanduhongus. ‘On 25 March 1945, this unit:iastswesping:the mines

in the water between lapo and Bungao Island, the Japanese artillery
at Bungao fired at us, we were not hit bat our kumpits almost
were capsized due to waves. Suddently America Bguadron of Liberators camn
and bombed the Japanese artillery position. We also escaped because of

an aiyplane bosb that was directed at us which I believed it was done by
fistake. We anchored at Simonol island. Here I leamned that American
forces have landed at Kolakola on the other side of Bungao.

0, On 2 April 1945 six (6) Mine Sweeping Unit of the U.S. lavy arri
lhi‘wb8#'“#;'thmingmdmmamlﬂnﬂudhhlmm;ﬂ“
we have already cleared and they have found nothing. On 3 April 1945, the
mmmdmuwmmm-mm
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to lay bouy inside the Tawi~-Tawi Bay, which work we finished in the
afternoon of the same day. I conducted him back to his boat Yus No, 50
Here he instruedted that the following smorning I should accampany him in
his boat IMS No. 50 to resweep the Tawi=Tawi bay because several boats
will anchor inside the bay. The operation lasted up to late in the af-
ternoon. After this we separated and he proceded to Kolakola. On the
third day Captaln Bond sent for me that he was leaving for !

again, On board his ship 1 wrote a letter to the Commandef of the
Seventh Fleet, U. S. Navy, requestirg recognition of ay unit. Attached
herewith 1s a true copy of sald communication.

12, Commander L, R. Neville, USN, sent me a note of see him on

board the MSS No. 465. The following day after I received his note I went

to see him on board the MSS No. 465. In the course of our conversation

I showed ih the map the minefleld which we have already cleared

jndicating also all probable Eﬂld of mines which up to that time then

we have not yet worked out., wanted also to see the mines which we

have removed and placed along the chore at Sangaysiapo. So we boarded

a motor boat and rode toward the shore. There he saw several mines

with TNT unremoved. Yo directed immediately his photographers to get

a snapshot of the mines which was done instantly. As he also wanted to

get all the parts of the mine for the information of the Navy Department,,

se one mine, and tow it to the shore., In a fey

es the boys opened the mine in the presence of Commander L, R. Ney-
: sed we returned to his boat. I teld er

m#wmm“hunqmummt-Mth waters of Tugy

Bay along the coast of Sulu island.
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13, On 30 April 1945 I stasted the operation in Tutu Bay. As I was
nmlacﬂﬂﬂffwdmu,lmmmhhumm ey
from Y. 8. Ammy station No. 163 R.C.T. ﬂmlmmﬁmﬂ?ﬁlh.
gmmﬁmthu:nlﬁ-r-dbywmuﬂupmw
in accordance with ay report, After I had secured ay supplies I tched
my boat with instruction to proceed to Tulu Bay while I boarded YMS ¥
g8 with the captain, and proceded together to Tutu Bay.

14 On 30 May 1945 Commander Moville arrived at Jolo. lamediately
he sent for me, mthtmhhmhnrﬁhilhﬁia;dmn Tt

versation he wrote a letter of a precistion for successful
:l.nfl.rdnhn. Ammmmh;-muprumw
1etter of apprecistion,

15, m:ith#ml, on 6 June 1945, I “ﬁ“mmﬁf“‘“ to
Mgsirnmnmhmmm“m- 4:;::"%4
ymmediately started the On 8 June 1945 at about 7 o e
,”mm.mru-mmmmmarm—u%
Nmummmmmmm“h“t
in & small boat equipped with hand grenades. Mrll.-dmnmh“
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been to blast or kill us, but, before they could threw their grenades
we fired at them and killed them, A

16, On 15 June 1945, I sailed for Zamboanga to get supplies from
the Naval Base and upon a rival, I paid my respect to the commander of
the Base and reported to him that we killed seven Japanese on 2 amall
boat who attempted to atteck us in Tonquil Island. While in Zamboanga
I recelved a radiogram from Sulu Area Commander to return to Jolo to be
processed, but before we arrived, the processing team left for leyte.

17. On 9 August 1945, I boarded a Coast Guard for Zamboanga bound
for Manila, I arrived Menila 11 August 1945. On 13 August 1945, I
reported to the Philippine Armmy Headquarters. I was processed on the

same date,

18, The mines are first located by a sweep of five hundred
(500) fathoms of line and three (3) kumpits (moro boat) with eijht men
in each boat as her crem. When mine is found it 1s bouyed by a swim-
mer and the remaining string of mines is then bouyed in tum. After

| wlfl.ﬂ‘ all :d.lulhnah is released and destroyed. We have lost
(15

fiftcen
men and one (1) injured in this work, Summarising therefors the
number of mines extracted and destroyed within the Sulu water, it makes
the total of three hundred iifteen (315) mines to the credit of this

unit.

19. In view of the foregoing muuuuuu-mmmt,
with such courage and service to the countryy is unique in theannals of
resistance movement and military operation, having performed such duty
against all odds not to mention the absence of necessary tools and equip-
ments for the accomplishmcnt of such hagerdous and risky mission. I
ﬂmwufum-mmuuwwmmo%
General may see fit to be given to ay unit and my men.

28, BRequest reilmbursement of the expenses incurred during the operation
as per itemised receipts attached.

s/ Abubaker Jacaria

t/ ABUBAKER JACARIA
Gommanting TN SNERPLRG 17269
mmlltu.
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HEADQUARTERS, 10D DISTRICT FIELD TEAM JFB/rcs
RECOVERED PERSONNEL DETACHMENT, AFWESPAC
CAMP MURPHY, APQ 707

28 December 19.5

SUBJECT: Reimbursment of Guerrilla expenses, Request for

TO s Commanding Gendral
: AFWESPAC, APQ 500
(Thru Channel)

1. Eeguest reimbursement of expenses incurred in the
Mine Sweeping of Sulu Sga around Tawl Tawi, Tutu Bay and almost
all the islands of the Archipelago. Hxpenses incurred con-

" pisted of finances for subsistence of the members of the

Mine Sweeping Unit, Usaffe, Sulu Archipelage and rentals of More
EKumpits and Vintas utiiiszed in sweeping the Marine mines plant-
ed by the “apanese in the Sulu Sea, covering the period from 14

November 1944 to 31 July 1945,

2, Mine Sweeping of the area was stopped on § August
1945 when I boarded a Coast Guard from Zamboanga for Manila,
From 8 April 1945, 1 receiving food supplies and materials
the Mine Sweeping UYnit of the U, 8. Navy stationed at Zam-,
boanga, for the subsistence of my Unit, I continued to rent the
Moro boats used in the Mine Sweeping up to 31 July 1945,

3. The Mine Sweeping Unit, USAFFE, Sulu Archipelago,
was recognized by AFPAC effective li November 1944, copy of
jetter dated 11 Sept 1945 of AFPAC herewith attached, Dupli-
cate copy of commnication dated 6 October 1945 together with
jnelosures herewith inclosed,

L+ Reasons: Most of the finances made in connection
with the activities were borrowed from prominent people of the

gulu Archipelago with the guaranty that I will pay them in goed
faith upon being reimbursed by proper authorities,

During the Japanese occupation, all my properties
were commandeered, burned or de troyed, consequently I am not
in a position to give my family a decent living unless aid from
the United States Government is given in the form of early re-
{mbursement of my expenses incldental to my guerrilla activities,
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I, RALIUGALAN CALUALG, Oapiain, Inf., #nf., FA, do hereby certify
ga Tollows:

Tt I have been Corfmending Officer of Co. "KY, 3Zrd Bn., lst
sulu Regiment under Lt.-Col. Alejendro Suarez, Commanding Officer
of Lthe Sulu Ares Commend, since this guerrills unif was officielly
reco

gnized on the 1lth dey of Fehruary, 1944,

That the funde of the regiment were so low, that it wes g mili-
tery neceesity for Li.~Col. Suarez to authorize 2ll unit comenders,
end their auvthorized agents, to procure supplies, equipment, and
ceeh logns on rogulgition receipte with the wnderstanding that the
persone who furnished these supplies, eguipment, end cash loans
would be reimbureed et & future dete 2t en sgreed price or st the
fixed Army price then existing.

Thet I eve exsmined the réceipt attachad 4o the herein elainm
of padji Fassen and certify that it bears my true signeture and the
true signeture of Lit. M. Holijon who wee my execubtive officer at,
the time of the requiesition, and wae, coneequently, duly suthorized
to meke geid requisition. Further, thet the claimwent has been paig
the sum of §200.00, being s partisl payment on accouwnt of the original
loan of §F500.00 covered hy seid receipt.

I furtber certify thet the currency involved were Treasury ;

iotes
of the Fhilippine Commonwea 1t h Governuwent.

pDeted ghis 28th day of November, 1945.

(SGD) KALINGALAN CALUANG
Capt., Inf., (FA)
G'D- “;"I..“j Zj'rd Eﬂ..
Comnmand ing

syhseriked and eworn to before me this 28th dey of Novenber 1545
o il L]

(aGD) GEORGE B, LITTIZ
-E:nd Ltij Iﬂf-
Investipeting Officer
Claime Service, AFWESFAQ
A THUE COFY:

C-1449
co-11-X~-16

Do LAVES
Ohie?, Stetistice EBranch

pacords snd Fiecsl Tivision.
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