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e ___-J~J AFFIDAVIT .
UBITED STATES OF AMERICA ) |

_“OOMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES) 88

CITY OF MANILA

1, MANUEL DE BEUSTOUS, upon oath depoees and sey:

1., That I am 41 years of = e, citizen of tha Commonwealth of

the Philippines, married, end & resident of the City of Manila,
with postal aldress therein at No. 2200 Lunas Street, distriect of i
Pasayi |

2, That I first becams a seaman in 1926, a Master in 1938; |
and have been comnected with the Evereti gteamship Corporation
since 1957;

%, That on December 7, 1941, I was Ohief Officer of the M/V
"CARMEN", Fhilippine registry, owned and operated by Aboitiz & Co.,
Inc., with Everett Steamehip Corporation as its agents in Manila;

L, THat on the said date (December Tth) the said ship was at
Bugo, Oageyan de Misamis Oriental, Mindanao, unloading 200 or 200

tons of amerial bombs and a full cargo of motor wvehicles for the U. 5.

Army at Malaybalay airfield;

5, That on the following day, December 8th, the M/ "OARMEN"
sailed from Bugo at 4:00 a. m. for Isabela de Basilan and Fort Hol-
land on the island of Basilan;

6. That enroute to Basilan, at about eight o'clock that morming,
the news of the bombing of Peerl Harbor was picked up by the said ship
and reported to me;

7. That in epite of sald news the Master ordered that the ehip con=-
tinue with its trip to Basilan, arriving et Isabela de Basilan at
daybreak of December Fthj

8., That at the said port of leabela de Basilan and Port Hol-
land the M/V "CARMEN" loaded about 400,000 board feet of lumber;

and that the veesel on December 12th proceeded on ite return

voyege to Manila;
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9. That our ship reached Corregidor at daybreak of December
14th, entered Manila Bay, and when she wae half way a U. 5. Navy.
tughoat warned us againet Japanese attack from the air;

10, Thet no sooner had the wamin  been received when, in fact,
several waves of Jepenese plenes raided our ship and other craft in
the bay;

11. That we managed to save the vessel and berthed her on the
Paeig river at six o'clock thet svening (December 1ldth);

12. Thet on December 15th, the following day, unloading ope-
rations were sterted at once, btut, because of shortege of men, an
operation that normally took 36 hourse was:done in a week's time;

15. That on December 23rd, acting on orders given peresonally to
me flrst by a U. 8. Naval officer in a spesd boat and lster by Mr.
Fernando Guerrero (of the Everett Stemmship Corporstion), our ship,

the s=id M # "CARMEN" salled out of the river and berthed alongside
Pier One, awaiting instruetions from the U, 8. Army which was soon
to maké use of the ship;

14. That there at Pier One, the M/V "OARMEN®, assisted by Ama-
rican soldiers, loaded all night through foodstuffs end a general
cargo for the Quartermaster;

15. That I remained on board of the said ship throughout December
2hth except during eair raidej end that ee & precaution I issued
passes to all the crew of the ship;

16, That on the following day, Ohristmas day, while the M/
"oAFMEN" was stlll loading, I received orders from the Everett
Steamship Corporation to assume command of the M/V "ANTONIA® at
Fier T; and that I at once took charge of the latter vessel, which,
incidentelly, wae loeding air gorps equipmemt and taking on troops
for Lamec, Batean;

17. That at 3:00 P, M, that seme day (December 25) the said
Vessal "ANTONIA®, under my commend, sslled with 1200 troope for the
mentioned port of Lemeo, arriving there at fiee o'elock in the

gftearnoonj
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s 18. That 820 troope were unloasded et Lemeo that same evening.
The balance of 400 were for Corregidor but hed in error boerded the
HaNTONIA" at Manila;

19. That, in view of the ssid error, the ship stayed at Lamao |
until the neft morning ewaiting orders from the U. S. Armig as to the |
disposition of the 400 troops. Finally, those were unloaded et Lemso
on the morning of December 26th;

20, Thet, moreover, our ship, the aeic PANTONIA" left Lamao -on i
orders from the U. S. Armyvat 8:00 A. M. (December 26th) end, after
continuous air reids reeched Manile at 4:00 P, M., anchoring at |
Vitee, Malabon;

51. That at ons o'clock in the afternoon of December 27th, while
at the Vita's anchorage, I received orders from Mr., Neubaurs snd Mr.
Osse, of my office, to scuttle the "ANTONIA" without delsy;

22, That, in order to put this command into effect, I had to
leave the ship end look for ite Chief Engineer, Agapito Conrado, for
he wae the only one who knew how to open the cocke and pierce the
ship's bulkheads;

23, That after gethering the necessary personnel aboard scutt- '
ling operations, under my direct supervision, were commenced at six
o' clock the following moming when the ehip sunk. My men and I [
remained on board until shortly before the vessel went down;

2l, That, moreover and most importent, in sabotaging the
"aTONIA® the Ohief Engineer withdrew some of the vital parte of the
engine and buried them in = plece known 10 him only, and then he

left £ r kie home town in the provinces (New Weshington, Capis).

These parts were never used by the Japanese end were unearthed after |
General MacArthur's liberstion of the country;

25, That, finally, the Japanese, late in 1944, succesdsd in re-
Ploeting the MV MANTONIAY and berthed her near the Jones Bridee on

the Panig river, Leter trey took the ehlp away, and T do net know

what heacame of her.
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Further affisnt ssyeth not.

Menila, August 29, 1945,

{3gd.) Manuel de Bustos
MAMUEL DE BUSTOS

Witneseed by:
(8gd.) Euetsguic Ripel

{Egd .) Frenk W. Erady

Subscrited end sworn to before me st Menile on August 25,
1945. Affiant showed me his Residence Tax Certifi cats No. A-

3121453 issued at Menila on July 7, 1945.

(8gd.) FRANK W. ERADY
Notary Publie
Until Decemher %1, 1046

Doc, No. 174

Page No. 68 JO,.BO doc. stamp on the original,
Book No, 3 (Initialed) FWB
geries of 1945

QERTIFIED TRUE COFY:

s/ Walter J. Jagin
1et Lt., QMO
A CERTIFIED CERTIFIE!

GECRGE F. SMITH
Captain, CAC
irector, Team #12%




In reply refer to:

"MED B R R NN R

ARMY TRANSPORT SERYIOE
Office of Assistant Superintendent

Subject: Charter Pariy OEBU, CEBU
¥/3 "DUMAGUETEM
March 18, 1942

¥Maayo Shipping Co.

Dumaguete, Or. Negros

Gentlemen:

.!C'I'. . T

“l. In accordence with the rules laid down by the Office
of the Quartermaster General, the following Board of Survey has
been appointed to survey all vessels that were previously taken
over by the order of the Commanding General of the Visayas-
Mindanee Forces, this board to coneist of the following:

a) Capt. O, J. Martin, Ceptain of the Port Army re-

presentative;

e b) Mr. M. E. Cleland, Sr., Superintending Engineer,
owner's representative;

e} And the third member of the Board to be selscted
by Oapt. Martin and Mr. Cleland, Mr. Alfred
P. Deen will sct asz Secreter; to the board.

2. This Board shall, es scon as possible, meet and
make appraieal of the vessele that were previously teken
and which, have either besn damaged or sunk. Likewise,
the Board shall survey those veseels still in existence
pending the execution of charter parties.

3., As & guide to the Board of Survey, the enclosed
form should be filled in every deteail and signed by the
Board.

4, The following vemsels are to be surveyed:

(1) "ELCA O (8) "KAPTIPUNAN®

2) "LEGASPI" (9) "“coNDESA™

3} "sURIGAO I" (10) "BOLIKAOM

(4) "KOLAMBUGAN" (11) "GOVERNOR TAFTY
(5) "p. ASOITIZ" (12) "AGUSTINA"

(6) "Gov. SMITH" : flzg "EMILIAY

{(7) "PRINCESS OF @EBUM (14) "DUMAGUETE"

(15) "LA ESTHELL A CALTEX"

iy . $. The mein function of the Board of Survey ie to make detailed

Burvey of the phyeiecal condition of the ehip, ite equipment and machinery

The vessel must be drydocked for survey snd in case this is not i
EXHIBIT " FHAEERLS




b

amer hes to agree to Clause No. 2 in the Charter Party
:Eiﬁh provideds

IThat the OWNER hereby guarantees that

wotor ship above described is in first

| theﬁs condition, end the Government of the
| ;;:t&d gtates has setisfied itself that ite
interests are fully prute?t&d; thet a survey
of the hull end other equipments required
under Par. 8, AR 36-13515 has been waived,
and the OWNER consente to accept the mn?ur
ghip when it 1s returned at the conclusion
of this Charter Party without any further
examination of hull or machinery, and that
the said motor ship will be accepted as is,
fair wear end tear excepted.”

6. The Board of Survey will act in conjunction with
the chartering officer and will =gree on the survey of the
vessel in gquestion and, will ascertain the replacement
cost and charter rental.

7. The Board will theoreafter submit a signed report
of its findings end will incorporate a copy of their report
to the original of the Charter Party.

Youre very truly,

ARMY TRAWNSPORT SERVICE
C. Z. BYRD

Major, QMC
Assistent Superintendent
By

-8/ M, E. Olelend, Jr.,
M. E. ELELAND, Jr.
Captain, QMC
Executive Officer.

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

s/ WALTER J. JASIN
WALTER J. JASIN
2d Lt.; QMG Certified True Copy of
CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

e/ Robert G. Phelpe
OERTIFIED CERTIFIED TRUE COPY1: Capteain, JAGD

GEORGE F. SMITH
Captain, CAC
pirector, Team #1253
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sghat the OWNER hﬁrr_-':.';_: gurrantess that

—oter ship above desoribed is in first
the unndﬂiﬂ‘“*md the Gov-rmment of the
glﬂ!ﬂd gtates has satisfied itself that ite
Unite g are fully protected) thep & survey
1nt.era..hull gnd other equipments rsguired
af t,h-.!ﬁr 8, AR 38-1715 has bean waived,
under - sonasnte to aeeept the notop
and th:;ﬂ 14 is retumed at the conclusion
ghip ¥ harter Party without any further

g .
of tﬁ:‘blﬂﬂ af tuii or machinery, end that
‘xﬂgli gotor ghip will be aocepte! as ia,
EE; year and tear exsepted,”
r s
Tho goard of Euﬁ:a;; will aot in ago junetion with
ﬁ':.t.,riﬂi? gfrficer and will agree on thg survey of the
the aha uﬂgtinn grnd ; will ascertain the TEPllﬂammt,
a0

ard will thereafter submit a signed report

Bo
T The g and will incorporate a copy of thel
of it® fﬂﬁﬁ.l f the Ubarter Party, " ESE,
¢o the o

Toure very truly,

ARMY TRANSPORT SEAVICE
¢. Z. DYRT

Major, QMg
:niﬂ.ant Superintendent
:

- ¥, E, Cleland
M, B, ELELAND, Jr,
Qaptain, CM0
Exeoutive Officer,

A CERTIFIS TRUE OOFX:
1.J. JASIN
2d Lt ey QMG Certified Trua Qopy of
OBATIFIE. TRUE OGPY:
. o/ Robart G. Phelps
oERTIPIED CBATIFIED TRUE COPYs Oaptain, JAGD
Oa QAC oo
pireetor, Tean F123 T B T —
Authorip fff&fﬂ?!ﬁwcrf
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30 AFFIDAVIY

Ferponslly appeared before me, the undersigned,
br, Alfred P. Dean, GCebu City, Cebu, P.I,, who, after
being duly sworn upon oath, deposes and sayat

That I am & citizen of the Philippines and have
been for the past 42 years, That I have been an Attornay
8%t law for the past 15 years, That on the 10th February
1942 I was appointed Legal idvissr and Seeretary of the
Board of Survey zet up by Mejor C, Z.Byrd, QMC, issiste
ent Superintendent, irmy Trangport Service, Cebu City,
Cebu, to appreise commandesred vessels,

Further, that in the performance of my duties as
Legul Adviger and Secretary of the Board of Survey I
had many opportuni‘ies to observe the signature of
Hajor C, I.B;mlnnﬁuinnpuﬂimtnnnngnmthn
same, That in the cmse of contracts for the charter

A of the "Pringesa", "Eatlpunan®, snd "Condesa”, between
The Insular Navigation Company and the United States
of Ameriea, which were éxecuted by Major C. Z. Dyrd en
bghalf of the United States of Ameriesa, and exeouted
copies presented to me this date, I hereby state that
the gignsture of Major C. Z. Byrd appearing thereon 1s

IBe

W,qummwmtm

Further, that as Secretary of the Board previousl
referred tn,'I R awere of the dispogition ui‘ the 4

rmmupprmunrmm vegsels, That the
Hiﬁlﬂﬂﬂrtliwlnﬂhrthnﬂnrdnfﬁwm

Further deponent sayeth not.

A

hhﬂhﬂﬂdmtnhrmum;lhhdan

Hovenber 1945,
o/ WALTER J, Jus1N
Ju JASIN
Certified True Copy: and Lieut, Quo,

Investigating Offiger
Q\E!&uﬁ f%_:;,"\\‘ Claims Service, AFWESPAQ

ROBERT G, PHELPS
Captain, JAGD

EXHIBIT agge




s

| =2

DECLASSIFIED f?’

ui‘l'lurlr"_,.-' ;
el

FIiLS L 'J..’.;Hli'.-'..j.r-iﬁ HAT 'a.ﬁrlﬂﬂ
HEADOWARTERS "A* CohEaNy
Gamp Jerro Gordo (P)

Tegrepl, Alboy

oL PROVISION,

APD TE=1,

- L& Feuruary "4
He G.I.'“liﬂ] ot Eﬂie =2 Oalatan

Vaptaln EUGENE » HUFF
Uirsotor Team No. 1, Claims Investignting Service

.I' Aoknowledged reseipt of your latter deted 18
Janusry 1946 re oluim of Mr. Dddie & Culs tan,

ks MWr, Kddie & Calotan iz not knowa to ma persons 11y,
nor néve i come fo met him in Batarm, My Unit in satacn 1s
tEl WiTecHORE PATROL (1st u=Boat Squedron, PA) end no paraon
L #uoh urme wea under me, nor was assl:ined to mur init,

@m

MALNUEL ESCUDERO
. 1et Lientenant,
..'Fﬂ Ffll.

! in?,
(#0. , 1P'TR.

CERTIFIED TRUL COPY:
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SUBJECT ¢

TO:

1.

to your office.

2.

Tnels:
1 lte,

2y
]

HEAD WJARTERS

UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN FACIFIC
RECUVERED PERSCHNNEL DIVISICGH
DEGCEASED CLAIMS SECTIUN, FA BRANGH

AFQ 1O
15 Oet 1946

Re Filipine Civilian Who Gave Ald to USAFFE Personnel.

Claims Section, AFWESFAC, AFC TOY.
Enclosed letter is herewith forwarded as a matter pertaining
Inclosures indicated in letter was not found.

WARICK B RICEARDSCH, Jr

chisf, Degessed Claims Sec

=
Y
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1848TH 4.5.0,
UVITED STATES DICIFLIVARY BARRACKS
Verth Camp Hood, Texas

29 August 1946

Headquarters

United States Army Forces Western Papific
Recovered Fersommel Diviszion
AFO 707

Dear Sira:

It is my duty to submit the follewing 1ist, but until I received

your letter I krew not where to send it. To the best of my knowledge the
following statements are correct:

1. Fabien de 1a Paz, Subic, Zambales, aided myself, 3/3gt, William E,
bateley, ASW RA-20 842 706, over & period of time from hugust 1942 until
Mey 1943. The aid consisting of monies, subsistence, shelter, clothes,
information and advice, He did the same for Pfe Arthur S, Hayin over the

seme period of time. Also Pvt, Burley Ogle (belived dead) , 3/5gt Bernice R,
Fletcher, Star Route, Fra, Texss.

2. Jese Payumo of Diuslupihan, Bataan gave (3) sacks of rice to myself.

3. Rosino Hﬂnﬂlﬂnsﬂﬂ, Balsic, Hermosa, Batean, fifteen (15) secks of
rice to myself,

4. Lorenzo Wicgdeo, #26 Bonifacio 84, Di&vﬂltqajhan,-ﬂataan gave of his
time, food, shelter and did unfeiling duty both te his rative country and

to the United States over & period of time, from May 19.3 until the Liberation
and the writer recommends that he be considered for iny commendation given

by that Headquarters, Alsoc to be conaidered are his brothers, to wits
5. Amado Yicdmo, Same address and,
6. Pable Wiedao, Same address,
7. Vielita Wiedao, Sister, seme address

8. Feliza Wicdae, Sister, same address

9« Andreag Viedso, Father, (now deceaged)

&
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10., Jose Crisini and Wife, Diralupihen, Bataan, furnished food and sheltep
from July 1944 until liberationm,

11. Cerpus, Divalupihan, furnished shelter from December 1944 to
Jaruary 1945,

Thia list is not as complete as T would like but az T was nevep
persorélly aquainted with most of the people who helped I have forgotten
some of the mémes, I will keep the address of that Headquarters and send
more information ds it comes back to me .

Inclosed with this letter is a regquest of my own whiech T would like
to have considered at your corvenience. This letter and the ineloszed is
= respectfuly submitted by,

S/Sgt, Williem E, Gateley
ASY RA-20 842 706
Fresent Addreszs:
1848th ASU,

US Dieiplimary Barracks
Yo, Camp Hood, Texas

/H
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UEE!EO‘E STATES OF AMERICA .

COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES B85a. 5-38%

OITY OF CEBD

1 == /

G0 CHONG KAMG, efter first being duly sworn deposes and assys!

That he is the genersl Manager of the INSULAR NAVIGATION COMPANY,
a shipping corporation with offices located at Cebu City, Fhilippines; that smong
the boets owned by the said corporation is a boht nemed "PACITA", mede in Hong-
kong, purchased by the corporatiecn from the Agusan Cocorut Co. in the 25 dey of
Jermery 1942 for the smount of F72,000.00( 3eventy-two Thousand FPesos) Philippine
Currency, is & wooden motor veseel of 152.60 gross end 133.40 net tonnage, has
1 deck, later repsired end made into two decks and 1 maest, is 31.50 meters long
and 2.65 meters deep, 7.74 meters broed, under Oertificate No. 424 of the Buresu
of Customs; thet in Jemuery 7, 1942 under orders of Lt. Col. Cook, QMC, USAFFE,
Oebu, eaid vessel was commsndeered and used until Jamary 25, 1942, when said
vessel was returned to our compsny due to certein leakage; thet upon the return
of said vessel to our company we sent the eaid vesael to the dry docks for repair,
___and due to the intense Japanese bombing we sent the vessel to Jetafe, Bohol, await-
—fE ijng further orders from the USAFFE: thet efter the Japenese lsnding in QOebu in
April 1942 we receive news(rumore) that the said beat wes captured by the Japanese
and to the present, we don't know the exacd detail ms to what happened to the
gaid boat; thet this affidavit is mede for the purpose of steting our claim
for the use of the gaid bost by the USAFFE and to gtablish our title and owner-

ship over the seid boat.

e i—

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.
} Cebu City, Fhilippines, Auguet 30, 1945.

1 /8/ Go Ghong Kang
/t/ GO CHONG KANG

| Menager
INSULAR NAVICATION COMPANY
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of Auguet 1945 at

gebu City, Fhilippines, Affimnt exhibited to me his Residence Certificate No.

1 ,-h536511 iseued st Cebu Oity, Philippines on June 27, 1945,
! ¢ 7 F+ /8/ TPalvio C. Pelasz
NOTARIAL . /t/ FULVIO C. PELAEZ
i ZEAL Until December 3lst 1946
njoc. NO._S4  PAGE NO. 14 BOOK NO. _1 SERIES OF 1945

QERTIFIED TRUE COFY : | /
i L /

?' f:ﬂjj#d
GEOQ F.
Oafitain, CAQ

flaims Investigating Service
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T UNIT D STATES OF AMERTOA
COMMOBWEALTH 0 THY PHILIPPIN"S 88, 5.385
CITY OF OERD ;

G0 OHONG EANG, after first being duly sworn deposes snd seys!

Thet he is the general Mansger of the IN3ULAR NAVIGATION COMPANY,

shipping corperstion with offices located at Cebu City, Philippines; that among
o ts owned by the said corporation is a boht named "PACITA", made in Hong=

: ) | the corporation from the Agusen Coconut Co. in the 29 day of

of B72,000,00(Seventy-two Thoussnd Pesos) Philippine
vessel of 152.60 gross and 133.40 net tonnege, has
i made into two decks and 1 mest, 1s 31.50 meters long

s under Certificate No. 424 of the Buresu

» 1942 under orders of Lt. OCol. Cook, 4QMC, USAFFE,

| conmandesred and used until Jarmmery 25, 1942, when said

to our sompeny due to certain leaksge; that upon the return

we pent the said vessel to the dry docks for repsir,

ing we sent the vessel to Jetafs, Bohol, aweit~
that after the Jepanese lending in Cebu in

) that the seid beat wee captured by the Japanese

know the exace deteil as to what happened to the
our elaim

£fi‘avit 19 mede for the purpose of steting
bost by the USAFPE and to etablish our title and owner-

PURTHER AFPIANT SAYETH NOT.
Osbu Oity, Philippines, Auguet 30, 1945.

/o/ @o Ohong Kang
/t/ Q0 CHONG KANG
Manager

INSULAR NAVIGATION COMPANY

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of Mugust 1945 at

gebu Oity, Pilippinesy AfTimnt exhibited to me his Residence Oecrtificate No,
a-h336511 Lasued s Osbu Oity, Philippines on June 27, 1945,

. ~ /o/ Malvio C. Pelaez
| NOTARTAL /A/ PULVIO O. PELAEZ
TEAL Until December 3lst 1946

poo. Wo. S8 PR WO, Q8 ook WO, ) SERIES OF 1945

nveetigating Service
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" UNIT D STATES OF AMERICA '
- COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINFS 88, 5-385
CITY OF CEBU
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G0 OHONG KANG, after first being duly sworn deposes and seys!

Thet he is the genersl Menager of the INSULAR NAVIGATION COMPANY ,
s shipping sorporstion with offiees locmted st Cebu Oity, Philippines; that AmONE
the boats owned by the sald corporation is e bokt named "PAUITA", mede in Honge
by the corporation from the Agusen Cocorut Oo. in the 29 day of
Jenuery 1942 for the smount of #72,000,00( Seventy-two Thousend Pesos) Philippine
Ourrenay, is a wooden motor vessel of 152.50 gross end 155.40 net tonmmage, hes
1 deck, later repaired snd made into two decks and 1 mest, is 31.90 meters long
s 7+54 meters broed, under Certificate No. 424 of the Buresy
in Jamuary 7, 1942 under orders of Lt. Col. Oook, MO, USAFFEL,
Ostu, said vessel was commendeered and used until Jamary 25, 1942, when said
vessel was returned to our gompany due to certain leakege; that upon the return
of said vessel to our company we sent the said vessel to the dry doeks for repdair,
due to the intense Japenese bombing we sent the vessel to Jetafe, Bohol, await=
ing further orders from the USAPPE: that efter the Japanese landing in Cebu in
April 1942 we recelve rumors) thet the said best wes captured by the Japanese
and to the m-s. ] %t kmov the exece detail as to what happened to the
eeid boatj this affi‘evit 1s made for the purpose of steting our claim
boat by the USAFFE and to eteblish our title snd owner—

Osbu Oity, Philippines, August 30, 1945,

/o/ Go Ghong Kang

J&/ @0 CHONO KANG
Menager

INSULAR NAVIGATION COMPANY

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 30th dey of August 1945 at

Oobu Oity, Fhilippines, Afrisnt exhibited to me his Residence Usrtificate No.

A=A336511 desued st Osbu Oity, Philippines on June 27, 1945,

/o/ Pulvio 0. Pelaex

NOTARTAL /Y PULYIO 0. PELAEZ
*EAL Until December 3lst 1946
poe. MO, PAOE W0, )8 mooE wO. _} SERIES F 1948
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LFFIDAVIT

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, Captain
C. J. Martin, Cebu City, Cebu, who, after being duly sworn
upon oath, deposes and sayss

That I am an dmeriean citizen and have been a resident
of the City of Cebu for the past 20 years, During this peried
my activities were confined solely with maritime shipping,
énd was Manager of the Cebu Stevedoring Gompany, Ineorporated,
That I aequired knowledge as to the condition snd value of
locally owned vessels and attribute this knowledge to my many
years experience with ships,

That some time in February or March, 1942, the exact
month and date of whioh I do not recall, a Board of
was appointed by Major C. Z. Byrd, QMC, Apsistant Superine
tendent, Army Transport Serviece, Cebu City, Cebu, to determine
the present day value of ships being commandeered by the
USAFFE for use of the Army Transport Serviece, Thie board
wes ocomprised of three members, namely, Mr, M, E, Cleland,
Sr., Buperintending Engineer, Cebu Shipyard snd Engineering
Worksy Mr, C. E. Machdam, Chief Engineer, Philippine Refining
Company, Cebu City, and I served as the third member of this
board. That at the time I was appointed to serve on this
board I was GCaptain of the Port of Cebu,

That this board convened to establigh the fair valus
of the "Condessa®, the "Katipunan", snd the "Princesa" s Which
had been commandeered by the 'Jﬁii‘ii for the Army Trang=
port Berviee, Factors considered in appraising these vessels
were original cost, cost of improvements, equipment, and
condition of the ships at the time of requisitioning, That
a5 a member of this Board of Survey, it was my understanding
that the deelsion of the board determined the ameunt of money
to be paid the owner of these ships shojld they be aunk or
otherwise destroyed. The replacement cost of the wessel as
shown in our reports of appraisal represented the falr » present
day value of the vessels at the time of commendeering, That
I do not resall the values established by the bosrd for the
"Gondessa", "Estipunan" and the "Princessa”, as there were
numerous appralsals made at that partioular time,

Further, that values placed on vessels considered by the
Board of Burvey were subsequemntly ineorporsted inte formsl
contracts entered into between the owners of the vessels and
“it:“- of the USAFFE on behalf of the United States of Ameriga,
a8
destrustklon,

ERHIBIT g"




lpmmt. sayeth oy

Further d
_,_..ﬂ'—Jl"—-"L— |
G. Ja MARTIN |
|
Subseribed and swern to before me this 6th day of November
|

1945, Gebu Gity, Cebu.

g/ WALTER J, JASIN
WALTER J. JABIN,
24 Lieut, QMC,
Investigating Officer
Claims Service, ;ngsﬁaﬂ.

. S)J\T‘i‘%&w
ROBERT G, PHELPS

Ih--_\_\___
| ey
| Eq LASSIFiRD

Author IL*E“'-{-'ILI:],}(’{,';{ '?(Ff

L — . |
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AFFIDAVIT

Fersonelly appe C.J.Martin
ared before me the undersigned, Captaln - -
cebu City, Cebu, who, after having beesn duly eworn upon oath, deposes and
-] )

says:

wes Oaptein of the Fort, Cebu City. Thaet for
ThatlﬂﬁﬂivigﬂﬁirihtgiipiEity nf?;an&gar of the Cebu Stevedoring Co.,
5 Fea;;atad Gebu City, Cebu. In this capacity I acquired experience as
igﬂ:;E valuajﬂf ships and aleo became familiar with the condition of most
of the ships using the Port of Cebu, that is, ehips owned locally.

ve knowledge of the M/S "PACITE", owed end operated by the
Inauli?ﬂ;aiiggtiun CO., Gebu City, end that it was commndeered by G- of
USAFFE, Cebu City. The exact date of nummanﬂﬁﬁring not being lmown. That
t theitima of requisitioning of the "PACITK", it wss in E?Dﬂ BRI Lo
;rinr thereto was utilized for freight end paesenger traffic belween the

adjacent islandse.

heped Upon my meny years experience with shipe, and, in my

npinizzétn Pair remtal rate on & daily bsis for the use of /5 "PACITE"
¥

would be P100.0O0.

/s8f 0. J. Martin
C. J. MARTIN
Cebu City, Cebu

subscribed and sworn to before me thic 5rd day of November, 1945, in the
Oity of Cebu, Cebu, F.I.

(8GD) Walter J. Jasin

2d Lt., QMC
Investigating Officer
Cleims Service, AFWESFAQ

RGE F. SMITH
cabTatn, ocac

Claime Investigating Service

DEcCH. A ESIFLEID

|
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ALZFIDAVIE

I, ALSERTO N NAVARARTE, of legal uge, Filipino, married, and
i resident of 141 Adejandro VI, bampaleo, Manil., after h ving beem
duly seorm to in secord.noe with law, depooe amd Say 3

That I am o ldewt-Oolonel in the regular forge of the Fhilipe
plae Army with sy presemt assignmont ag “secutive Officer, Off<Shove
Fatroly -ort Sam intemio Abad, Devey Buulehrd, APQ 753

Thut I bhave seen serviee with the Vfi—Shore Patrol (PA) since
1939 wp to the fall of Butasn om § April 194% aa Student Jifieer,
Dotaghment Commamder, Q-Bout Comaander, and Smadron Comaunder;

—

That on 12 Decamber 13dl, the Uff-Shore Patral (\PA) was induss
ted ar o wait into the USAFFE abt the Ufi<Shore Patral Bise, Fort
ires, Mamil: Ly the late Mujor Fari ue L Jurade, them Agtin Cilef,
Off -Shore Patrol '[P.l].

In testimony whereoi, I hive hereunts allixed my signuture
bhis 11th day of July 1048 at the Gity of Manila,

’/4-"‘

ALBEHIEY B -Hﬁ.'lf.d.l.-iﬂi
Lleut-Colonel, USP 01485
Exegutive Wileer

:.:Iﬁ!;ﬂﬂ IN THE PiSSENGE OFy
<. |, Al bSP 0 -5y

&2
CUBCCRILED AND 550KN to before me this /! day of July, 1948

ot Fort Sun Ant.mio Abad, Dewey Boulevard, .

A

. DECILASSIFIED . e
i = o
Authoriey S/ NFE 0 /0

| —




INVESTIGATING OFFICER'S REPORT
M

Capt. Luis Rexteria, Master of the 58/lingsllanes, filed a Marine
protest im the presemce of Notary Luecic M, Tisnoo, om 26 December 1541,
in which daid osptaim claims thet om his vessel, om the morming of 28
December, he found am officer of the American Army om board trying teo
get the 58/ Magallemss under wolgh, and at that poimt, he lost complete
cumtrol of the boat., The vessel 56 /Magallanes arrived at the port of
Manila on 11 December, and anchorsd outside the breskwster om ths 15th
of Decomber. Im the afternocn, she was givea authority to oater the

The owmers of the &8/Magallanes ( Class V us evaluated by C. B,
Helsom Co.), are Messrs. Gusterres Hermamos. ‘hey claim that the U, 8.
Army took over cemtrol of the vessel sud let it stramded ogf Farsaaque.
( See Exhibit "¢ )

on Sundsy, 28 December 1941, the Jupamese hed attempted to strafe aad bomb
&ll the vessels befthed im the Fasig River. Many of the bombs, howsver
wore m.sdirected ante buildings im the ismediete vicinity; thus causiag
proper iy damage amd injuring snd killing ERay eivilisns. Hs remembers thet
the &8 lhmhdhnhltuhhdl_th-m“IMITﬂﬂﬂ
1800 hours, om 28 Decsmber 1941, with large gaping holes im her hull, The
vessel was gtill floating, tut was mot Sed-worthy. He remembers that thers
'lﬂl-:-muh'hﬂ-ﬂntitrmhmtu .Hhunnmkhthlhl:ll
Eiver, om 29 Decamber 1941, but that the 58 llanes, on that day, was sc
longer berthed at the laading., ( See Exhibit ")

1 contacted ir, 7. G, Worchester, who is at proseat Special Assistant
0 She U, 3. Migh Commissionsr to the Philippimes. Mr. Worchester has wt-
tached to the files or this olaim a Memerendum No, 4, dated 14 July 19d2,
Fort Mills, Corregidor, im which he sxplaime ship's setivities im the Fasig
llmiunqu--u-rﬂuuhrlm. in the fuow of Japsmese Aire Bom-
bardasat. In iuimm, Mr. Worchhster clearly shows thet Capt. Luig
1

he immediatdly moved out imte the Masila By 5o as %o protect private pro-
perty and civiliam 1ives. Hr. Alfredo de » Who was thea kke Ilnsular
Collector of Custems, hed Lesued sn order for the immediste withdraws] of
all ships sachered atthhe fasig River. This Graer had mot bees axecuted

[
nEl.‘L.A:‘s&J FIED

- 1l = i Authorip ,fi-"{.-"mfjf:-'?'{l‘.

e I




by many of the ship's masters berthed im Fasig Hiver. The situatiom wa:
beccming imcreasimgly alarmimng simce the Japamese plames comtimued to
bomb thie sectiom. By 28 December 1541, mo aotiom had beem takem for
these vessols verthéd in asig River, te be removed. As the last alber-
aative, Lt. Worchestef took it upom himself to remove these vessels. by
the use of acetyleme-blow torch, the amchored-cheins were severed from
the ships, 55/Magellenes, 58/Mes Hermemos, 85/Pslawan, 55/Bohol II and
the USAT Miley. By 1530 on tha 28th of Uecember, the aforememtiomed
five vessels were removed from the river sxd cast loose im the harbor.
The Japamese ia the mesmtime, sunk the vessels 55/Bicol and 55/Amaian.
At 0380 hours, 2§ December; the mission of Lt. F. Worchester, US Kawy,

in the Fasig RKiver wus completed amd simes that date mo Japanese air
attacks were directed im the Fasig River south of Jomes Bridge. ( See
Eﬁhibit “I" :' ﬂﬁﬂ}

Er. Alfrddo de Leom, who was the lmsular Collector of Customs im
December 1941, certified that he issued sa order for vessels sachored
im the Fasig River to move cut from the river for the purpose of avoid-
ing that the bulldiags mear the bank of the river may be hit by Japamese
bombs. This order was made im writiag sad wes givea to the surveyor of
the Fors, Mr. Jose Gallopim, for executiom. (Ses Exhibit "A") Mr. Jose
Gallopim, inm his affidavit states that he commumicated the comtemts of
r. de Leoa's order to the masters, owmers or agemts 66 such vessels that
were mooredsln Papig River, sad that all efforts were exerted by the United
Btates authorities to cause their removal fram the river. Masy of these
vessels failed to leave the river imspite of the order issued by the
Iasular Collesctor of Customs. (See Exhibit "J" & "K")

CPINICON

It is my comteutiom that the failure of the &&/Aagallumes \to leave
the Fusig River ws ordered by the Imsuler Collector of Customs wias meg-
ligemce on the part of the capteinm of this ship. It appears that he was
discharging cargo at the time this order was issued. Im all probability,
the vessel was mot able to steam-up simoe it was difficult for thiy master
to comtirol his crew. The fact that Lt. Worchester cast loose the "1":-11-
imte the Mamila Bay, does mot comstitube comtributory megliremce o the
part of the U, 8, Goversmest., Lt. Worchester was scting im the imtierest
of the matioms imvolved im wer ageimst the Japasece and was comp g with
the request of the Lmsular Colleotor of Customs, whem he persomally \:sder-
todk to move the vessels moored mt the Magallimes ‘“anding amd at Muslle.
de 1n Industria, whem sll other efforts fuiled.

B b\
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RECOMMENDAZI

I rocosmend that smy claim that might be imitiated by the owaers
of the S&/Mugallunes .;.T}m the U. B, Oovernmemt should be dissllowed. |

R L Ueron, b wa;,

VINGENT T. RIGEWTO
let Liwut., T0.
lavestigating Ufi'icer.
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Capt. Luis Hemterism, Mester of the 58/Magallanes, filed a Merias
protest im the presemce of Hotary Lucic M. Tismco, om 29 December 1941,
im which daid captaim claims that om his vessel, on the moraing of 28
Decamber, he foumd sm officer of the Americas Army om board trying %o
get the £8/Magallenes under welgh, and at that poiat, he lost camplete
comtrol of the boat. The vessel 58/Magallsuss arrived at the port of
Manils om 11 December, sad smchored outside the breakwater om the 15th
of Degember. Im the aftermocm, she was givem authority to enter the
Fasig River amd subsequesnmtly, started to discharge her cargo at the Magal-
lames Landimg. (Bee Exhibit "C=1")

fhe owaers of the 68/Msgallames { Cless V as evmluated by C. B.
lislgon Co.), nre Messrs. Uutderres Hermmmos. Jhey claim that the U. B,
Army took over comtrol of the vessel and let it stranded off Faramagque.
( See Exhibit "C" )

1 ealled perscaslly upom Mr. C., B, lelson. le imformed me that he
recalls that the 56/Magallsnes, scmetime durimg the latter part of Decem-
ber, was im a sumken conditiom im the Pasig River im the vieimity of the
Magallenes Lending, which 1s mesr the Treasury Buildimg. Ue recalls defi-
nitely that the E.E-ﬁhgllhul had received shrapmel damge durimg the same
period. ( Bee Exhibit " )

My, Willism Naismith recmlled witasssing the eatry imto the Pasig
River of the 85/Magallanes aad that the discharging of her carge took place
st the south of the river, 26 yards west of Jomes lridge. Ie recallsd that
on Sunday, 28 December 1041, the Japamese had attempted to strufe aand bomb
all the vessals befthed im the Fasig River, Many of the bombs, hewever
wors misdirected omte buildiags im the immediste vicimity; thus csusiag
properly damage amd imjuring and killiag memy civilisus. He remembers that
ths 88 m—-mu—ntuunum.mmnnmmmu
1800 hours, om 28 December 1641, with large geping holes im her hull. The
vessel was still fleatiag, but was mot sea-worthy. is remembere that there
were some vessels whose ideatity umlmews to him, had bean sunk im the Fasig
River, om 20 Dscember 1941, but that the nﬂ-?nm-. on that day, wam mo
joager berthed st the landing. ( See Exhibit "8")

I comtacted Mr. F. C. Worchester, who is at preseat Gpecial Assistant
to the U, 8. High Commissionsr to the Fhilippimes. Nr. Worschester has at-
tached to the files of this claim a Memorsndum No, 4, dated 14 July 12,
Fort Mills, Corregidor, im which he sxplains ship's activities in the Panig
River durimg the moath of Uscember 1941, im the face of Japasese Aire Hom-
berdmeat. this Mr. Worohhster olearly shows that Gapt. lLuis
Renteris of the 58/ Magallames made an erromecus statement whem he sald that
an Army of ficer had tekem cemtrel of his vessel, amd that he subsequaently
lost comtrel of sams. Mr. Worohester, who wes them & lieutemsmt im the US
Navy, removed all floating vessels berthed im the Pasig Hiver, since he was
sware that they were targets for Japamess Alr Craft;, sad simge the masters
of the vessels that wers berthed im this River, failed to cemply with an

exeoutive order emsmating frem Imsular Collecte of Oustoms, that ell vessels

he immedisthly moved out iwbe the Maaile Bay so as to protest private pro-
ty aad civilisa lives. Jr. Alfredo de Leom, who was then &he lusular

Collector of Customs, hed issued aa order for the lmmediate withdrawal of

21l ships smchored atthhe Fesig River. This erddér had mot beea sxecuted
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many of ths ghip's mesters berthed i FPasig River. The situmtion was
becoming imcreasingly alarming gimes ths Jupamese plemes coxtimued to
homb this sectiom. By 25 December 1941, mo sctiom hed beea taken for
these vessels berthad im Pasig River, to be removed. As the last alber-
stive, Lt. Worchester took it upom himself to remove thess vessels. Dy

of ace lena-blow torch, the llghgrad-chl-_il.l W-B:I:.'ﬂ severed from
ey safﬂisvllnnﬂﬂ. §5/Uos Hormanos, 55/Palawan, 58/Bokol II axd
the USAT Miley. By 1930 om the 28th of December, the alforementioned
five vassels were ramoved from the river and ocas% loose im the harbor.
The Japanese in the meantime , sumk the vagsels 15"‘{’1"1{:-“1 and El?:}:ﬁ'“h..-
At 0SB0 hours, 29 December, The mission of Lt. F. Worchester, US Bavy,
tq the Pasig River was completed and since that date mo Japanese air
—ttmcks were directed i the Pasig River gouth of Jomes Hridge. ( See

Exhibit "F* & "G")

lr. Alfrédo de Leomr, who was the Insular Collector of Customs im
Decsmber 1941, certified that he issued aa order for vessels mmchored
ia the Fasig River to meve out from the river for the purpose of avold-
ing that the buildimgs meer the bamk of the river may be hit by Japamese
bombs. This order was made im writing and was givem to the surveyor of
the Port, Mr, Jose Gallopis, for exscutiom. (See Exhibit "A") Mr. Jose
Gallopia, im his affidevit states that he commumicated the comtemts of
Mr. de Leon's order to the musters, owners or agents 96 such vessels that
were moored-#m Pasiyg River, sad that all efforts were exerted by the United
States authorities to cause their removel from the river, lsuy of these
vesgels failed to leave the river imspite of the order issued by the
Imsular Collector of Customs. (See Exhibit "J" & "K")

OPINI1IOR

It ia my comtemtiom that the failure of the 58 /Magallanes to leave
the Fapig Hiver ms ordered by the Imsular Collector of Customs wis meg-
ligemce om the part of the captaim of this ship. It appears that hes was
discharging curgo at the tims this order was issued. In mll probability,
the vessel was mot able to stesm-up simes it was difficult for the master
to comtrol his erew. The fact that Lt. Worchester cast loose the vessels
jmto the Mamila Bay, does mot comstitube comtributery megligemocs om the
part of the U. 5. Goversmemt. Lt. Worchester was scting in the iuterest
of the matioms imvolved im war agaiast the Japanese wad was complyiag with
the request of the lasular Collsctor of Customs, whem he persomally umder-
took to move the vessels woored at the Yagallsmes ‘“amding and at Muelle

de la lmdustrism, whem all other efforts failed.

I recommend that say cleim that might be imitiated by the ommers
of the I-Ef‘ilﬂllun ageingt the U, 5. Govermmenmt should be disallowed.

DATE: 28 Jums 1946, q%":&)

VINCRIT T. RICEWTO
1st Lisut., 1C.
Investigating Officer.
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s/ FRANK W, BRADY

s/ MILAGROS GARGIA

J. SARTE

.. - d I|'--—._________“__-..___”.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES

CITY OF MANILA

I, JOSE M, SARTE, upon oath depose and say:

\ le That I am 51 yedrs of age, Filipino, married,
and resident of Ligeo, province of Albay, Philippines, on
temporary visil to Manila;

2. That ginece 1927, I hold a certificate of Master
from the Board of Marine Examiners, Bureau of Customs
Manila, and have sailed as Master since 1928; .

3. Thst at the outbreak of hostilitiesg in the Pacifle
on December 8, 1941, the M/V "CARMEN", under my command, was
enroute between Bugo, Cagayan de Misanmls Oriental, Mindanao,
and Port Holland on the Island of Basilan, Manuel de Bustos
was the Chief Officer of my sald ship;

4+ That after calling at Port Holland, where about
400,000 board feet of lumber were loaded, iy said ship pro=-
?;;d‘d on its return voyage to Manila on or about December

5« That on or about December lith at Manila Bay, a
U. S. Navy tugboat werned my ship, the geid M/V "CARMEN®
against J pir-raids, stating that at that moment iﬁl

. Jepanese es were raiding Manila;

6, That in view of the risk of being bombed by the

Jepanese planes, my said ship did not berth on the Pasig

river that day, anchoring in the harbor until the next morn-
ing (December 15th) when unloading operations commenced;

7. That unloading operations, beecause of shortage of
men, took a week's time, a task that normally took 36 hours;

8. That once the "CARMEN" wos completely unloaded,
a lsungh of the U. 8. Army approached my ship and an Army
officer thereon geve me instruetions to shift the position
of my said ship to Malabon; this happensd on or about
Decenber 22d;

9+ That on Degcember 23d, at sbout L3 P.M,, another
Us 5. Army lsunch approached my ship, and an Army officer
thereon, with apperent authority, commanded me to shift my
ship's position to the morth side of Pler One (Q.M. pier)
the next for the exelusive use of the U. 5. irmy,
and to standby further instruetions from the said Army,.
I took these orders ss a commandeering of the ship, and acted

hengeforth aceordingly;

That the following morning, December 24th, pursuant to
of the U, 5, Army hl.ﬂ»ﬂl!'-—h‘
ship the Mtl'.sl.hnlthm .




s/ FRAWK W, BRADY

GARCIA

8/ J. SARTE

DECLASSIFIED ,. |
Aumﬂr[wgﬂﬂ!ﬁfm& ;
bt | e

vessel ecommenced to load gquartermaster materisls for the
said Army. The loading operstionwas handled by U. S.
goldiers and ecivilian laborers;

11, That on the following day, Chrigtmas day, my Chief
Officer, the sald Manuel de Bustos, was transferred as Master
to the M/V WANTONIA® and I was left on my ship with the Third
Mate, Mr. Rodrigo Ferrales;

12. That, moreover, that same day at noon, the Manila
harbor was raided by Jupanese planes, =and a large bomb landed
near my ship and eaused it to be badly holed on the star=
board side, Its engine wae rendered uselessj

13. Thet g1l the holes near the water=line of the
sald ship were immediately plugged with wood and canvas,
and in sueh condition the "CARMEN", under my command, was
taken in tow by the English tugboat "HENHY EKESWICK" to Lamao,
Bataen, that same afterncon of December 25th;

14 That at Lemmo, Bataan, my said ship dis
her eargo on U. 8. Army lighters, and thereupon the "QARMEN®
was left riding at anchor;

15, That the following day, December 26th, discharge
operations were suspended until nighttime because of frequent
Japanese air raidesj .

16, That, finally, on the night of December 27th,
the ship "CARMEN" was completely unloaded. Thereupon I was
handed & slip of paper a Uy S, Army soldier, requesting
me to eall at once on a U, S. Army Major at Lemao, I ealled
on the said Major, whose name I have no record,of, and was
ordered by him to leave my ship anchored at Lemao and to
return at once to Manila and report to the Quartermaster at
Pier One thet the "CARMEN®" had been completely unloaded;

17, Thet aecting on said ordere, I, together with
my Chief Officer Teleaforo Versosa, returned to Manila thst
same day on the M/V "BOHOL II", arriving in Manila on the
evening of that day (Decenber 27th);

18, That at Manila, the next morning (December Z8th),
I, in company with Mr, Fernando Guerrero of the Everett
Steamship Corporation, called &t the office of th§ Quarter-
master at Pisr One, and reported as instructed by the Mejor
that my ship had completed diseharging its eargo and troops
at Lamao end that she was ridins in anchor therej

19. That pursuant to orders from my agents, Everett
Steamship Corporation, I emberked on the M/V "LEGAZPI" on
December 29th, and left for Corregidor for the purpose of

to my ship, the said M/V "CARMEN"

20, That at Corregidor, the Third Engineer of ihe
"CARMEN®, Mr, Vicente unﬁidu;nrtud to me in persen that
the U. S. drmy st Lemao had ordered him to leave the ship
on aeecunt of eontimuous Jepenese airraids, and henee he
had taken querters in a private dweiling at Lamaoj
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21, That thereupon, asting on the saild orders of
the U. S. Lrmy at BGorregider, the M/V SLEGAZPI® returned
to Manila to load troops for Corregldor. I made the trip
to Manila and back to Corregider on the mentioned vessel,
and helped navigate the same;

22, That thereafter, sometime in the month of
January 1942, His Excelleney President Marmel L, Queson
summoned the Masters and Chief Engineers of all interisland
ships at Corregldor for a conference, I attended the meet=
ing whieh was held at the Calinta tunnel, Tha President,
in the presence of General Douglas Machrthur, Vice Presiddnt
Sergio Osmefia, and Colonel Mamuel Roxas, urged the Philippine
maritime officers to do their duty in sailing out bravely to
ports in search of foodstuffs end prime commodities for the
fighting garrisons at Corregidor and Batepan., Oeneral Mae-
Arthur added that due proteetion would be given to our
shipas on such missions;

23, Thot later, when the M/V "LEGAZPI" was ordered !
to sell for Cepiz, the U. S. Army st Covregidor ordered me r
to take over the command of the M/V "BOHOL II",; .

24s That, aeting on the sald orders of the U. S.

Army, T waited at Corregldor until the receipt of my sailing
instruetions, which I received on or sbout February 1lith;

25. That on or sbout Pebruary 14, 1942; the M/V
"BOHOL II", under my command, made a trip to Looe Cave,

Nasugbu, Batangas, on a military mission

26, That, sometime in Mareh, 1942, upon orders from
the Cowranding General of the American forces in Bataan, Y.
through Major Chester Judah, I went to the M/V MCARMEN® gng | |
shifted her position from her Lamao anchorage to -
point nesr Regl Point, Batean, This operation was done by
towege, Major Judah secompanied me on this mission.

27. That on the night of May &, 1942, the day before
the gurrender of Batsan, upon orders from the U. S, Army at
Corregldor, I proceeded on the M/V "BOHOL II", under my '
ecommgnd, Lo Mariveles with instruetions to help evaguate
pari of the Batean troops, There I waited about one hour
for the gaid troops until I received further instruetions
to return to Corregidor without the troops, Upon my arrival
8t Gorregidor I was ordered by the U. 5. Army to anchor at
Real Point, Batsan, This T d4id at once, |

H. .-I'h.ﬂ naxt d..r] hf 9‘“1. 't- ﬂbﬂll't jlﬂﬂ Pi“-’. tlh
W/V "BOHOL II*, while under my command,with all the officers
and complement aboard, was shelled by the Yapanese artillery
batteries at Bataan, and sunk off the cosst of Corregider
less than one mile therefrom, Immedistely after my said
ship was shelled, I ordersd all men to take to the lifeboats
and we all proeeeded to Corregidor. The "BOHOL IT" wae
struck again by a shell after we had left it, and was gunk
at ebout 4130 thet seme afternoon, No lives were lost.

29, At Gorregldor, my officers and eomplememt, in-
eluding myself, comtimued working under the U, S. Avmy, At
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first we were ordered to work at Topside repairing the roads
ghelled by the Japanese, and later we were ingtructed to
remain in the barracks at Topside. We stayed there until
Corregidor surrendered on May 8th, when we were tsken in as
war prisoners,

30. From Corregidor, the Japanese took me and my
men firgt to Manila (Bilibid Prison) and later to Camp
0'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac, where we wre concentrated. I was
provieionally relessed therefrom by reason of sickness on
ﬂuﬂust 3! 19421

31. That, in my opinion, the M/V RCARMEN" was sunk
of Babuyan Point nesr Real Point, Bataan, sometime in Mareh,
1942, due to the hezvy seas caused by the Northeast monsoon
whieh battered the sides of the ehip and very likely removed
the wooden plugs and canvae from the holes,

Purther affisnt sayeth not,
Manile, August 29, 19.5.

8/ J, SARIE
JOSE M. SARTE
lllI'ﬂ[EEﬁl
s/ MILAGROS GARCIA
g/ FRANK W, BRADY

Subgeribed and sworn to before me at Manils on
—Sept, 11 . 1945, Affisnt showed me his Residence
Tax Certificate Wo, 4=920795, issued at Manila on Sept. 3,

Hm. M

Until December 31, 1946
Dmi Hﬂ. 1’m

Pege Ho, &9
Book HNo, 3

© Series of 1945

Certified True Gopys

Captain, TC
Tuvestigsting Offieer
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Removal of Ships from Pasig River.

1€ f£1

Cn the afternoon of December 26, T 1t irst
in the bBarhor.

JE
time directed thelr atiascks primari

I i |

=inst ship=

i

Ther wore at that tlame seven chips anchored close together pear

the Jones Bridge and it waesz felt thet if zn attempt were made to
atteeck these vesgeels, sny insccurate bombing might result in very
serious damage to the banking distriet ané tn commercial essteblish-
mente loceted en the lower pert of thke Escoltz.

At OF3C on Dscember 27, Dr. Buss”df the High Commissionerts office

vised eitustion, sné the sugegection wes mage that he
Eet in touch at pnce th the Ins=ular Collector of Customs who had
the neceszary authority to order these ships out of the river, Ex-
aetly what gteps were taken by the Insular GCovernment suthorities
is not known, but unfortunately nothing hed been accomplished by
120C et which time & very heavy air raid developed. Enemy planes®
firet attackerd vessels and ipstallstions in the port area, gpnd at
1400 turned their attentlion to the shipe in the Pasig, Buccesslve
weves ol bombers passed over from the north, and while numerous
hite were made &long the waterfront, demuging eome of the ships
with fregments &nd killing and wounding membere of their crews,
the large majority of bombs overshot their mark. Heavy civilign
casualties and severe property dapage resulted, the Santo Domingo
Chueh and  Sante Hosa “ollege being dectroyed, the mint taking se-
veral direct hits, and large fires belng started in the Walled .Ci-
£7 4 .

Lete thetilafterncon, & call was put in to Dr. Busg to find vwhet
progregs had been made ino connection with the matter of thé remo-
val of the ships and, slnce he could not ba located,; & similar in-
quiry wee made of Geperal MarshallT The General replied that he
had just discussed this matter with Mr. Vargas®™who assured him
thet shipe would be moved that night,

The morning of December 28 found the situation unchenged, 811 se-
ven ships still lying in the river and there being no sign of ac-
bivity of any sort along the waterfront. Inquiry was made et the
office of the High Commissioner andé the reply recelved was that
Mr, Vargis had been unable to locate launches, end was willing to
glve Us carte blanche to teke whetever steps might be negessary
t0 eclear the river, :

Within sa hour the 300-ton tuz "Le FlnI'n!ns.':i.t::f":I hed been commandeered

from Dee ©, ghuan & 0d., and Lt., Wells had been Sent out to gee

what eould be found in the way of smaller boste, The captein of the

"Florecite" expressed His willingness t0 work in the river daring

the day, but reguested thet s Neval officer be detailed to Bgebmpe~
ny bim. There bteing no member of our efganigation properly gualified

for sueh work, Lt, E, Schalfield, who had served for a number of

yeare as captain of the "Gospel Ghip", wes called to the office and
agked 1f he would vplunteer Tor thig essigneent, Lt. Scholfield sta-

ted that he wee unwilling té do go since the updertaking was too
gangergus, de recommended thad 2l]l work om the river be deferrad
bntil after dark, and stated thet he would te aveilable &t that
tima,—— thie offer Being one which he lster failed to fulfill. Ve
lunteere were therfore celled for from the membére of the cancorsh
prganizatlon, and the first san te™ffer his gervices vwas It. M.
Greene, There being several other volunteers, lots were drawn asnd
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Memorandum No. 4 Fort Millas, Jan, 14, 1942

Removal of Ships from Panin_; River,

On the afterncon of December 26, Japanese bomters for the Tirat
time directed thelr attacks primarily against ships in the barbor.

There were &t that time seven ships anchored c¢lose together near
the Jones Bridge and 1t was felt that 1f an attempt were made to
attack these vessels, any inaccurate bombing might result in very
seritus damage to the banking distriet and to commerci 1 establish-
ments lnﬂlta! on the lower part of the Escolta,

At 0830 on December 27, Dr. Tuss of the High Commissioner's office
wes advised of this situation, and the suggestion was made that he
get in touch At onee with the Inmsular Collector of Customs who had
the neeessary suthority to order these ahipe out of the river. Ex=-
Actly what steps were taken by the Insular Government authorities
is not known, but unfortunately noth had been accomplished by
1200 at which time a very Resvy air reid devsloped, Enemy planes
first attacked vessels and installations in the port area, and at
1400 turned their attention to the ships in the Pas + Budcesslve
Weves of bombers passed over fwom the north, and wh @ numerous :
hites were made “'ﬁ“ waterfront, damsging some of the shipa
with fragments and drid wounding members of thelr crews,

11
the majority of bo overshot their mark, Heavy eivilian
EMBERIGe SAE (avere Droparty Ghneg Tasctven g Suts Domingo

Church and Sante Hosa ege being destroyed, the mint sa=-
veresl direct hite, and large rires being l‘l-ll'tlﬂ in the Walled Ci-

ty.

Late that afternoon, & eall woe put in to Dr, Puss to find what
progresa had been made in comneetlon wiih tie matter of the remo=-
val of the ships and ,since he could not be locsted, a similar in-
quiry was made of Generel Marshall, The Gensral replied that he
had jJust dlecussed this matter with Mr, vargsa who aseured him
that shipe would be moved that night,

The moraing or December 25 found the situation unchanged, ell ge~

ven ships nm-l.ﬂ:f in the river and there being no sign of ae-

tivity of any sort :1 the waterfront, Inquiry was made at the

office of the High Commissioner and the reply recelived wap that

'.'1:1.1;. l:l“bm H:.hl:.:: ‘J.:::H launches, and was willing to
cart anche ever st t

o clear the river, FOTRD. ApE0, be. BRrentiN

Within an hour the 300-ton tug "La Flereeita® Bad been commandesred
from Dee O, Chusn & Co,, and Lt. Walla had been gent out $0 see
b 0ould be found in the way f smeller boate: The oaptain of &he
Florecita" expressed his wil ingness te work in the river during
the day, but requested that a Navsl ofrfi be detailed to agcompa~
ny Bim, There being no memtcr of our orgenigetion properly qualified
for such work, L&, Iﬂllﬁ.-ld, who had served for & number of
years &s eaptain of the “gogpel -1:' wag oalled o the office and
saked 1if he would volunteer for thi ‘u ts L4, Beholfield sta-
bed that he wae unwilling to do since the ertaking wee too dan-
I'""' He recommended thet all work on the river be deferred uasil
feer derk, and stated that he would be available at that time, ==
thia offer belng one whioh he later falled to rulfill, Volunteers
were therefore called for from the members of the
orgaiisation, and the fAret man to offer Mis services was LS. W,
(reene. There belng several other volunteers, lote were drawn and

L3H
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(Memorasdun Wo. L, comtinued. Page 2.)
oige fell upom Lt. Greeme who left immediately with

and ;:;iﬁggéu: the "Florecita™ +0 briang the Sug up the river.

the B lis had, ia the meuntime, located 25 léss that five emall
L%, ches, L¥s 547 wilsom had beesx placed isx gemeral charge of
llu;atig;u on the river, aad work was about %0 begim. At 1125 am
ﬂf: alarm was sounded, and the lower Pasig River was agala sub-
?-utud $0 am attacked from tshe air which earried oa umtll 1325:
The first atick of bomba dreopped fell aoross the mouth of the Paslg
close %o the "Florecita™ buts fortumasely 4id mnot fdamage the

ghip or injure asy member of its crew. As om the preceeding day
moss of the bombe fell om the south slde of the river amrd heavy
essualitvies and property damage resulved. : "
shen Shis attack was over all five of the small lauaches amd dis-
appeared eatirely, amd eoge ofthe members of the crew of the "Flore-
ji{;* imeluding the ergimeew were missimg. The ships lmn she river
were completely deserted, their amchors were dowa and mose of Shem
hed siedm up, Durimg she norniamp Lt. Wilsom had located an acety~
1ime blow torch amd erew, amd aschor chaiss were oud while efrorts
were belag made to loeate more launcheséw A% 1800 the UiS. Army gmine
lanter "Miley® was towed dowm the river zmd cash 1bose im the bay,
gut the $wo lausches whieh had sakeam it out failled to retura. The
eaptain of the lorecita® reported thot his ergineer was still misa-
ing, aad was lastructed $o locate him back at the polat of a gum if
mecesgary. Urgea¥ appeals %o the Luzoa Stevedorimg Co. aad other
eompanies falled %o “’1'5 any a’ditional laumches to our assistamce,
asd 1% sherefpre Itﬂli!i that our work might be blocked emtirely
for lack of small boate, '

Ia the meansime Mr, Aadres Joriaso had appeared with a letier.from
Mr. Vargas authoriziag him to dynanite the ships ia the rivey, bab
he apreed to defer aay such aotion and remaimed %0 asslst us ilwnur
owa efforts., Alse, Shrough Mr. Baxter of the Cusboms House who had
palled %o obsain permissios %o dispatch a code message to the "Apo®,
information was obtalsed that the Collector of Customs had ordered
t?ﬂ uhltl soatsled that wirhs, A %elephome cell to ¥r. De Leoa dls-
closed $he faoct thut his reprevemtatives were already oa the way %o
she river, This plas was h{ﬁﬂtid by the sarrowest margime, and Mr,
Deleon reguested us w0 tow whe "Basmshaw"”, which had beea deserted by
ofilcers ani crew, away from Pler 3 if possible.

By 1930 the eagimeer of she "Florecisa® had fimally beea found amd
the Sug was at workj at about 2000 Tomr Japsmese fishimg boats which
had beea loecated by ¥r. M.V, Simelair pus im their appearance] aad %
the work wemt forward without serlous himdranoce shereafter.

withia She mex$ sevea hours were removed from she river lld.Illi
loos® ia the harber the followimg shipe:

88 MAGALLANES
88 DO® NERMANOS
85 PALAWAN
83 oL II
MILLY (Previo.sl; meatiomed)

Also & large Omltex barge wae towed away [rom tShe Natiomal Ctig
Baak buildias and dropped ia the ASrsh bay area, and a mupber of
other lighsera aad ¢asous were takea awasy from the violally of She
Poss Offiee bulldimg amd left mear the Earashaw and HAolulw
Iroa Works which had beea completsly distroyed im previous alr raids,

This lefs below %he Jomes bridge oaly She 858 Bleol, 88 Amakan, asd
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Both of the ships were oan the bottom, haviag eisher beea
:uﬂi:ffz'nr noled by homb fragmemts, but they were upright aad mol

' awash, ard heace would appear uadamaged from the alr, The slsck of

she "Blool" was dysamited by Mr, Duggelby ol the Lemguet Cossplida-
ted, and the guperstructure of this ship was well as of the "imakea"
was &t our pegquest, burned by kr. Beraardd abrers, she yurd englaeer
of the goversmeat shops, thus leaviag Doth vessels ag 2bvious wrecks.
ur, Abrere also agrect Lo take care of the movimg of ke goverasont
dredgee.

At 0300 om December 29 with our miesiom im she Pnal}s ooapleted, we
proceeded to Fler 3, but foumd that the "Sameshaw"” had already been
renoved.

Later shat mormiag she "Florecita™ was released, The pwaer of this
tug refused oompemcation for ite use, but requesied a letter of
appreciation, and shis letter was writiea in the mame of the Coaman-
dast of the 16sh Naval Distric$,, 7oL, Worcester sighiag by diregtion,
The owmer of the "Floreeita” was slsd put ia comtact with U3
heandquarters with the result that the tug wes prompily takem pver

by the Aray aad -laced im service at Corregidor where the "Mlley®

is now likewlee im operatliom.

Mr. Serisno sgreed to obsaia from %Le owmers of the vensels removed
from she river aample sasation for the orewe of coamamndecred
lausches, und the operatioa of cleariag the river was therefore
earried out wishout expemse of aay aori tp the Nawy.

The dyramitiag or scuttlismg of five seagolmg vessels in the Pasig
might have proved lascffective aa a precaution agaimst atSacks from
she sirj she hulks quite possibly would have caused she river %o
gilt up below she Jones Bridge, aad ia amy eveal thelr eveatual
removal would have essalled heavy espense,

Two of these five ships were saved f{or the use of She U,J. Army ab
Corregldor aad while the waterfroat of Mamila was sgala attacked
from the alr Loth sa December 29 asd Depeader 30, a0 bombs were
dropped ix the Pasig River ares.

/8/ ¥+ L. Woreeater
/8/ L8e ¥. L. Woroester, USER

go for 1%, A, 7y Wilsea
ee for L%, v, Oreens
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