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HISTORY OF OVERSEAS WAR SERVICE

27TH ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

DECEMBER 1943 ~ NOVEMBER 1945

The 27th Engineer Combat Battalion, with full strength of 664 men end
officers, left Camp Breckenridge, Kentucky, on the night of Wednesday, 22
December 1943, for the San Francisco Port of Emberkation and an unknown
overseas destination, The unit moved in two trains; the first contained
Companies A and C, while the second contained H/S and B Companies,

Both trains followed the same route west, going through St. Louis,
Kenses City, Pueblo, Denver, Ogden, Reno, Sacramento, Stockton, enroute
to Camp Stoneman, California, Christmas Day was spent rolling across
Wyoming on the Union Pacific R. R, in a snowstorm which provided a white
Christmas, and all the troops enjoyed & good Christmas turkey dimner, thanks
to the Camp Breckenridge Quartermester.

Both trains arrived in Camp Stoneman on the afternoon of 26 December,
and the men were moved into barracks on the post. Last minute preparations
vere made for staging, such as a lecture on mail cemsorship, issue and test
of the new style light-weight gas masks, inspection of swall arms, and &
fina) clothing show-domn inspection, which resulted in having to find a pair
of pants for a man in the battelion who wore a 54" waist size.

The battalion was elerted for movement on the morning of 3 January,
and on 5 Januery 1944, it walked that extra long distance down to the Pitts-
burg pier to board the transfer boat for the Oekland harbor. This boat,
the GATALINA, errived at the pier in Oskland late that afternoon, and the
troops were transferred sboard the U.S.A.T. KOTA AGOENG. This boat was e
motor ship of Dutch ownership, leased by the Army Transport Service, end
¥as a combination passenger and cargo vessel.

The KOTA AGOENG completed loading stores on the morning of 6 Jenuary,
and she got underway that afternoon and passed beneath the Golden CGate
Bridge hesded west at 1800 hours, P.W,T. She carried sboard in addition
to the 27th Engineers, the 1112th Engineer Combat Group, the 239th Engin-
cer Combat Battalion, a Naval C, B, Maintensnce Unit, and Nevy casual per=
sonnel, making & total of about 1800 troops aboerde

The course followed was so 1sid out that land was not seen for 25 days
until arrival at the first port of call, However, & New Zealand Lockheed
Eudson bomber on patrol passed over one day when close to the Samoan Is-
lands end caused quite & little excitement. On the morning of 31 January,
the coast of New Guinea appeared on the horizon, and the KOTA anchored in
Uilne Bay about moon that same day. After unloading the Naval persomnel,
the C, B,s, and mail, the vessel sailed on the morning of 3 February, and

-1-



Put into the dock at; uemmgp Tsland that afterncon at 1500 hours,
where all troops 6411 on board were debarked,
b o

The 27th Engineer Combat Battalion upon arrival at Goodenough e
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FIG.1. WATER POINT ON ROAD TO TADJI AIRDROME,
AITAPE .

FI6.2. BRIDGE AGROSS PIMI GREEK, AITAPE.
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by the afternoon of D-Day. IST 221 was the first LST on the beach, hit-
ting et E plus 15 minutes. After unloadirg, the 27th went into temporary
biveuse along the beach, cnd vorked on th Fain beach road end the -cms
road to the strips. on'25 dpril, the battalion noved to a now biv

area neer the Teai Flantation o Fist Creek, shere 1t rentized mmit its
next overnater rove,

The 62d Wiorks Ting of the Royel fustralian Air Force (R.A.A.F.),
conmanded by Wirg Covmander F:.2.C. Dale, was the task force engmsr head-
querters, and directed all enginecr activities. Projects assigned

the 27t 1ncluded rosds, bridgee, water sursly, biilsteg and serating
ferries, and inprovenents around tesk force headquarters.

e battalion constructed appraxivately 20 miles of new rosd in the
ertgtny Eeachhend, about 0L of the network of rov resds tuilt, A1)
bridges and culverts were copstructed of coconut legu due to the leck of
cut tizber, Water supply was of prinary irvortance, and Foint

the access road to the nuripa supplied better than 45,000 gallons rer
day for the first 7 deys of

Ferries were built on the Faihu and Altepe Rivers by Conpany C, and
operated by this corpany until 6 Nay, Pneunetic é-ton ribber flosts vere
used, and these ferries had capacity for & loaded 2} ton truck. Season.

a1 high water on the Raihu cemsed ferrry operctions to cesse twice dum
ing this pericd.

Thile bullding & new sccess road to the vest end of the Tadt air
drome, Company B gained valuable experience in building a road a

Svanpy gound which was later used at Roenfoor Island with marked succes:
The

way was first cleared of § growth, and this growth was fell-
60 &s to form a mat, By using & shovel and dump trucks, materisl wes
Provided which was di s mat, The truch

the £11 to urp their loads Which were then spread with & bulldorer, and
thus the road mes projected across the swamp from high ground to high
ground,

The battalion suffered ite first casuslty on this opersticn when an
mexploded .5, para-fraguentaticn Losb e erploded es Pvt Delio Brandy
Conpany © eitenpted to pick 1t up on 23 lyril il Branay ves turied
. Gemetery there. Xo enemy ground action wee experienced,
e e e o Sane . gkt Ty eunsy $1rorarty

The 27th Engineer Combat Battalion also assisted in the preparetion
Of the misouso. sea for the 324 Infantry Division in the vietnity of

Upon asaunption of comnand by the Comnending General of the 32d Division,
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FI6. 5. FERRY ON TOR RIVER, D.N.G.

a7m




Authoriy

T RS —
sTRTE

VININ AN HOLNG
Vauv 43 HOL"W3OL

DECLASSIFIED
Auboriy A DB 5575

support to its drive from the Tor River towards the Naffin Airdrome,
This mission involved repairing roads and bridges, reducing enemy A'nn,x-
fications with flane throwers when other  motbods employed by

try had failed, and blowing a cliff within enemy terri: tory fal:ﬂi(.ave
ihe advanes of tanks, Much of this work was accomsl ished re
cnony artillery and sortar Tire, and at 411 simes during tho sey. s nignt
this company mas subjesten 5o irassing eneny petrel smy emiper smion

the period 25-25 iy, Company & worked on bridge construotion.

During
On the night of 27 ay when a Jap night attack broke through the perineter
£ Company A, 116th Engineer Combat Battalion, Company A of uu 21t -

midst of the confusion occasioned by the sxrprl!e -nd ‘unknown Siroetin

and force of the Jap attack. Comparly A remained on perimeter defense at
the hospital until relieved on 11 June 19hl. Ccmpw o dmng this same
period contimed to build the road leading west to the for River and al-

So constructed a ferry on this river, experiencing difficulty because of
floods and harassing enemy fire from the opposite shore. The rear ech-
elon of the battalion left at, Aitape srrived at Arara and rejoined the
battalion on 2L May 19kk. On or about 28 May, the 163rd Infantry less
one battalion embarked for Buk, 1exv1hg only four battalions of infan—
try on this seven mile beachhead.

9 May, Company C relieved Company ss the Tor River, and

T e I hetot. e 1500, Tafactty

o unmiccessiul attenpt to reach Uaffin dirdrone. It functioned chist
1y as infantry during this period by furnishing perimeter security,

it surfered Jap nx,ght am,acka zhmnn its perimeter on the nights o! 29
2nd 31 May, Forty-two enemy dead were credited to Company C, and it lost
8 dead. Gngincer tasks consisted of clearing fields of fire, construct-

ion of defonsive works, and the demolition of a bridge across the Tirfoam
River, after the withdrawal of the infantry.

2 May o 1 June, Company A strongthened the perisoter defen

Toud vork and Task Foree Hesdauarters special details. Gompany B con-
Structed battalion perimeter defenses, i e
nished battalion security.

due {0 the fact that infantry waé maintaining a static defensive pos-
ition, and during this perdod, Company B may be said to have functioned

e
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FIG.7. PERIMETER DEFENSIVE POSITION, GO.
TOR RIVER, D.N.G.

F16.8. GORAL PIT, KORNASOREN AIRDROME,
NOEMFOOR ISLAND.
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NOEMFOOR ISLAND

to the Cyclome Task Force, composed in the main of the 158th Infantry

The é2nd Works Wing of the R.A.A.F. commanded by Group Ceptain .A.C,
Dale, was the task force engineer section, having transhipped from

Aitape to stage for the pending operation. Plans were made for an am-
rhibious assault against Noemfoor Island, futch New Guinea, end the unit
began staging.

A practice landing was scheduled tn ‘take place on 28 June on the
mainland east of Wakde Island, The rear echelon from Finschhafen ar-

rived on 27 June at the same time that loading was going on for the prac-
tice the following day. The practice landing was held on the moening of

been assigned from the éth Infl.ntry Divl.linn, Joined the unit , und were
Teassigned to companies on 2

Again 1t was necessary to leave a rear echelon becsuse of the short-
a0 of assault chipping, and finel saseult 1o-dlng e bogm on 29 Juse.
Company A loaded on USS LST 466, Company B , and Compeny C and
&S Corrany on LST 339, Loading was corploted w 1200. 30 June, and the
gomvay got undor way st 1800 the same day. The comvoy passed by Blak

on the late afternoon of 1 July, and at dawn of D-Day, 2 July 1944, the
Cyclone Task Farce was standing off Kemiri Alrstrip on i ey
corner of Noemfoor Is

preliminary bombardment by naval vessels and B-24s,

1=m'l:mg wns mde across a coral reef, It was impossible to belch e.na I.sn
50 some were uhloaded into LCTs which unloaded on the edge of the re
While other LSTs unloaded directly onto the ree!i Using b
after much difficulty, the battallon got its equipme: ore.,
tor on LT 459 fell, idt11ing ene san and injuring oight men of the battal-
1on, and one man ‘on the beach by the desultory enmemy artillery
and munlr fire that was mceiud during the morning, For this landing,

onnel of the battalion who were present received the Bronze Ser-
dee Arruihnd, (App V),

e 27th Engineer Combat Battalion was initially used in the accom=
plhh!uent of its assigned corbat missions, which were: (1) Be respon-
sible for unlouding LSTe 466, 459, and 339; (2) Assist the 156th Infantry
in its advance to phase line 2-2 and its preparations to defend the area
occupied; and (3) Saster the 147th Field Anil]ury in the preparation of,
and movement Lntg, position, Flame thrower teams from tho battalion had
been attached to the infantry for the assault landing and were used
twice during D-Day to flush Japs out of dugouts end out of s on the
airstrip iteelf,

-13-



2, 3, end 4 July, Compeny C used inprovised drlgu Aud mneu ol

pazed 17 e i e sm0oth and grade Kamirt Strip s o an

20 Bake 1t operational ap 2000 88 rosstble, This vag accmnpli! -

the opinion of the Task For ineer noox,a: 1944, l'\xm qa1-
70t U0ed then bocause of weathar: e b further lwpments Tro bttal S
jone S seraclute infantry of the gogee Perachte o nfantry Reginent sade
1752, 351088 on the Keairs Strdp oo o cursecLUve rornings on or sbo

43005, edving o mengpenns 1=pression in the minds of s11 cho se

laza,

t

On 5 Juy 164, 7atoon of Conpany B, leg by Lieutensn

Jases Kooy, wus atfacnes m the e mtaua;.v 158 Tofentry, for on

sl Tending ot e Southvest coast of the island.

Ihie 2 aoding e m“d mugue\u Sl
on rendere e o Ltever

e TetiaTion oo g on 5 gy TERY untad relde

Thi,

the
o was the £1:y 4 mhich the battalien encountered U
oy e  Jpanase, : excep”
uem of an ¢ Sxpedient typa T:e wx;ineneld found mere without piss
¥eTe used alrost =xc1mve1,A the
€aTth with noss pe mg b ards 0 to whigy g ey tail dom in
lcnnd About 400 of s "
T 4y R0st of thep it o b
5L Str1p and the wesy 26 e S

s

5 £
Ao 2688 the cact, g o she Ko
4 Of the Komaggpe: Strip respactively.

The battalion mag gy, 408
engineer tasks oy e nemy poc il nore 1n Accmpli‘hd
tasks Were of a pag, nu,y ) ;
head, such as clearipg o fecurad U beact d
4 cemetery site yeq Chosen, ang 3y, 200 Ak Gun tnotallet

ttelion frop 4p, 8 unti) g PRNt Was carrieq porwart
ntt, mnmm e

The
dings o Of the operation. p
Heud It Rature ang of pative

@ stockade for Nyoy Faeres vorkag o ey o Taoted

we

lllin ﬂld tn el':m":

Top dove e ‘:ze .::m auty oo .m.,f:" eomstraction work & A

E"dlh( aniri Strip.

Strtp under Sugtpagind wpervieicy "7 for th, qoolrt St areas 8t

q--r:  for the e Evacuat o,
fr its Yeuporg

ary '€ the week, the
oo e vpnr.nm,“""“"“ '
o " ust perd Strip £o' s porpane , oF
o e o remqun behing oI the "'-hj nod a2 by 12 Julys
°1ned the battalion
22 S00m a5 o,
U T1p yy,
T e );L):ntiun of Ko, T&: Atpao SPeTatona] ) work v 2518
sos P liahing 1, " taaps from Kenipy (078 This wiss was )
g apage 45k openea vo Eormsoren (3.5 mil
the tag) 1ng ? OPerateq o coral pit, ComPZ.
STt Wlert, arcq 4o be OF°

NOEMFOOR

ISLAND




FIG.12. ALERT AREA, KORNASOREN AIRDROME,
NOEMFOOR ISLAND.

FI6. 13. GLEARING FOR NAMBER ROAD, NOEMFOOR
ISLAND, ©O. G.

ational on the target date set for Kornasoren North Strip. This coup-
led with the clearing of the flight gaps at either end of the strip cons-
tituted the major portion of the unit's work until 26 July 19kk. For

this work on the strip, a letter of aprreciation was received from the
Task Force Engincer. (App V, Part 3). Work continued on the road from
Kemiri to Kornasoren during this reriod as well as the construction of

3 50 by 100 foot building for the fighter control sector.

sula and had cleared and graded about 1000 yards of completed Toad be-
fore the project was abandoned on the last day of the month and the unit
assigned new tasks in road building in the Kornasoren Strip area.

wo roads, each 1000 yards in length, were to be constructed for ac-
cess to bomb and fuel dump areas, air corps bivouac areas, and miscel-
lancous storage areas. Nost of this work was in swampy ground and the
511 work necessitated opening and operating another borrow pit near the
Jjob. This work continued until 9 August 19kL. During the entire period
of 2 July-9 August, this unit worked on a 2l hour, 3 shift basis, so as
o accomplish all assigned tasks.

During the early part of August the unit constructed 3 buildings
for a radio transmitter station; and in mid-August, Company C began work
on the construction of a station hospital which involved 72 tent frame
buildings complete with light and water systems. The hospital was com-
Ploted in 21 days, the supply of materials being the critical factor.

On 15 August, Company A was assigned the task of clearing and grad-
ing 1400 foot portion of the rumway of the South Kornasoren Strip. This
task was completed on 27 August, and it was from this strip that the first

bombing attack of Balikpapan, Borneo, was launched on 30 September 19hk.
B 2Lt h were to make this mission were to be so over-
300 pounas L e, the glide angle on the west end of the
Strip had to be increased from 1 on L0 to 1 on 100. And the 27th was
assigned a portion of the additional clearing of jungle growth that was
caused thereby.
the 27th was engaged in the con-
maintenance and storage in the

tion of these jobs, the battalion spe:
subjects and with small arm

§°r subsequent, grading operatiol
n stripping, grading, a
20,000 cubic. yids; (3) Flight gap clearing ab_ ren - 130 acres;
(1) 9.1 miles of new road built; and (5) 80 buildings or tent frames
constructed.
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initiated on these assigned missions on 22-23 October,

Gonpany 4 on LST 1025 arrived at White Beach on 24 October, and all
units of the battalion moved to a new bivousc area at the intersection
of Highwey # 1 and the access road to White Beach on 24 October 1944,

On 25 October, the battalien less Conpany B mas attached to the
24th Tafentry Divisicn to essist the 3rd Engineer Combat Battalicn, and
all units invelved moved to the vicinlty of Palo in the late afternoon
of the same day. In carrying out this mission, the unit strengthened
the bridge across the San Joagquin River, of Pelo, ainteined
the road from Palo through Castilla to Fastana, During the first six
ght as well as night raids by Japanese air-
, and it mas soon found thet falling pleces of shrap-
nel from Anerlosn ack-ack fire were more dangerous then the Jep borbe
dropred, Also during this period the famous meval battle of the Philip-
Pines mas going on, unknomn to most of the troops ashore.

Meanvhile Company B assisted the 46th Engineer Construction Bettelion
in laying plerced plank mat on the Tacloban-Airstrip, end continued on
this profect until 26 October, This project mas of the highest priority
50 as to open an operationsl fighter strip as soon as possible, The first
Anerican fighters, P-38s, landed at Tacloban on 27 October 1944.

A4s the 19th Infantry of the 24th Division reached Pastrans and pre-
‘bocane acessary to move Copanies B exd G to
n mek-

stringers on a long bridge span half in two.
8amed timbers with coconut logs, using 7 logs of
to span 22 feet, This span later carried a D-8 tractor with a hy
4c blade and an armored cab, & total weight of about 25 tons, safe.
With a maximm deflection of -ppms-naz 14", These corpanies at Pas-
trana worked on asseult roads south to “unga Bunga end southwest to Ting-
b,

s {oward Carigara, it became necessary to relieve
the 308 Sngtnecrs. for mork Turd RS Compeny and Corpeny
A moved to Alangaleng on 31 October. ttalion re-
Yerted to X Corps control, and Corpenies B and O o

of Gevite, The maintenance of the road net Joro Cori
mi‘;‘:&";?‘ﬁiﬁ e e e to Santa Rosa, Neamwhile the elements
Of the battalion losded on the USS Sidney Short has been unloaded and re-
Jotned the organtzation 31 October 1944

ed on 2 Novenber,
48 & coordinated attack against Cerigara was scheduled on 2 1
Company A was called out at 2100 hours on 1 Novembor o reconsiruct 2
bridges in the vicinity of San Miguel for the movement of a 15 on bt
Zor battalion across them by 0600 hours into position to suprort this
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ward to include Pinemopoan, Company A on 21 Novenber and H&S Company on
22 November moved to & new ares 2 miles west of Carigara, and the losing
battle against the rain and mud continued, On 20 November the 2nd pla-
toon of Company C was ambushed while going to work on the road mear Cula-
sian Point, losing one man killed and one wounded, and on the evening of
24, November, the camp area of Company C was shelled by Japanese artillery,
Wounding one men who later died,

As the Carigara-Pinamoposn road continued to deteriorate, a method
of supply using LCMs was worked out, whereby these boats loaded supplies
on the east coast of Leyte, traveled through the San Juanico Strait, and
unloaded at Pinamopoan, Accordingly on 28 November, the battaliom less
Company B moved to Pinamopoan with the mission of building a dump and
dispersal area there and maintaining the road into the Ormoc Corrider.

Cs B meanwhile constructed a road down to a new gravel pit on the
beach of Carigara Bey near its camp area at Antipolo; but on 3 December
the Cardgara-Pinamopoan road was abandoned completely and Compeny B
moved to Pinamopoan,

The construction of the Pinamopoan supply dump involved improving
the, landing beaches flor LCKs, building a jetty of rock-filled coconut log
Cribs for barges, improving the read net and drainage within the ares,
and improving and constructing hard stands and dusp ereas for quarter-
master, engineer, and ordnance ammunition supplies, All compenies of the
battalion worked on this project at one time or the other, but Companies
A and C did the major portion of this work, This mission was virtually
completed by 10 December when & compeny of the shore battalion of an
engineer boat and shore regiment landed and took over,

can<Linon road into the Ormoc Corridor was the main
Supply :::apm"; Corps; and 7 December, the 27th Engineers had taken
over from the 114th Engineers of the 32nd Division responsibility for
maintenance from Pinsmopoan to & point 13 miles north of Limon, This
stretch of road wes only 4 kilometers long but due to constent rain-
raffio, and lack of suitable material for surfacing in
quired the entire effort of the battalion to

fall, heavy t:
adequate quantities, it re
keep 1t open.

Surfa hend
from 3“‘;&.;‘;::.“: the beach were used initially; and about 25 Decem~
bor, a rock crusher was set upon the beach near battalion headquarters
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poan to Carigara which would be unaffected by tide action, and the por—
ton assigned the battalion was the only uncompleted strefch of this road.
This road was to be completed by 2 January so that the 1st Cavalry and
3end Infantry Divisions could be moved back over it from the Ormoc Cor—
ridor to stage for movement, to Luzon.

This job was assigned to Company C, and equiment, mostly bull-
dozers, was borroved from every unit in the vicinity.

Upon the conpletion of this causeway, the 27th Engineers wers re-
Lieved of any further missions under X Corps control and moved back to a
Staging area in the vicinity of Alangalang: Companies A and C on L Jamw.
ary and Company B and H&S Company on 5 Jamuary 19L5. This ended this
unitis participation in the Leyte Operation, for which campaign credit
¥as given for the Southern Philippines Campaign in General Orders No. 91,
Headquarters USAFFAC, L August 19L5. (App I1I, Part 2) Also under the
provisions of General Orders lo. 23, Headquarters USKFE, 5 February 1915,
(App III, Part 3) all personnel assigned b Engineer Construc-

n Ribbon with one b

LUZON CAWPAIGN

On 27 December 19kl the Battalion Commander attended a conference
at Bighth Army Headquarters upon the k-3 Operation, which was a projec-
ted landing at Vigan, Ilicos Sur Province, Northern Luzon, to support
he Lingayen Gulf landing. And on 5 January, X Corps attached the 27th
Engincers to the 33th Infantry Division for this operation.

Howev bsequent, developments on Luzon after the Lingayen Gulr
Landing, on 9 ;:mxuxq'y 1915, elininated the nécessity for the li-3 Opera-
ion, which vas thon cascetled, and the -7 Operation, Siblc Bay land-
ing, was substituted therefor. On 18 January, the 27th Engineer Construc-
tion Battalion was relieved of attachwent to the 35th Division, and was
attached to the XI Corps, reattached to the 1112th Engineer Construction

Lingis
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Group, for the U-7 Operation, Meamwhile, the Battalion had been relisved
of assigoment to Eighth Arwy, reassigned to USAS0S, end attached to
Eighth Aray for operetions and cantrel,
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F1G.17. SANTA RITA RIVER BRIDGE, Z16-ZAG PASS,
LUZON, CO. A

FI6. 18- MARIKINA RIVER BRIDGE, EAST OF MANIL"

co. A g
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moved to Olongapo at the same time with the assignvent of cleantng up
the debris so that a supply btase could be established there ‘third
Platoon, Company B, sssisted the 339th Engineer Constmuction B-m.mm
in building construction at the San karcelino Airdrome until 5 February
vhen it rejoined its c

Heavy Japanese resistence was encountered in the Zig-Zag Pass
Dbetweon Olongapo and Dinelupihan, and during the period 3-6 February,
the 1st Platoon, Company B, was attached to the 34th Infantry R.C.T.
to render close combat support. Company B also built a 150 pile
bent bridge across the Natagan River which replaced the Bailey Bridge
there, and this bridge was opened for traffic on 12 Teb 1945, This
was the first pile structure that the battelion hed built overseas,

On or ahout 12 February, the 27th was alerted for the assignment
of rebuilding the road between Olongapo and Dinalupihan ‘the
Z1g-Zag Pass, making it two-way, all weather, with 35 ton bridges.

In preparation for this task, Company A set up two primary rock

crusher units in the Kalaklan River, 3 miles north of Olongapo.
FHowever, priority was given to the bridges on this Toute, and when the
Pass: was secured on 14 February, all elements of the bettalion started
work on bridges. In all 7 bridges of a tbtal length of 416! were

built and conpleted by 19 February, and the road was then opened to the
central Luzon plain,

The first of these 7 bridges was the 106' King Post truss bridge
of 40 ton capacity across the Santa Rita River built by A
The € trusses rested on the top of 9 concrete colums whil:h m..;md
from the origiml structure, and the roadway was on top of

s (banselves mze tlhtlcltsd in oloug-po, heulea
ee The -ue, a Flaced by er 411 12"x12" timbers for colum

caps were leminated by bolting togother four 1 x 130y &5 this vas

the only sise of tisber availeble. The bridge was completed in 34 heurs
working time by a 46 man platoon,

20 February, Company A noved to Kulls, Betasn, to set e

v ofi1 Gl o SEAS o6 the Teccastriction Gf the ekstern eud of

21g-Zag Road.from the Binasa River eastward towards Dinelupihan, For

this porticn ‘of the road, clsy and river-run gravel were dumped, mizeq
1n place, sprinkled, bladed, and rolled to give a 6 surface cours

G Conpanies wro assigned @ portion of the road fron Olongape
-uc:ra to the Binasa River, C Company prepared the ..,\,“.d,‘ s
Company B hauled, placed and lhlpad the surface course, " base
course.of river fun gravel s placed, and then ¢ 3 layer & grusher
run material was used as the surface course. Company B was able
empleuu5n£l'o{ro‘dpzr?4hour working day by this method.

On 22 Fel B moved to the vicinity of the rock orushers

T aiaer oeet ot Olongapo.
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F16.19. "UPSIDE-DOWN" BAILEY BRIDGE, NOVALITCHES,
LUZON, GO.A.

FI6. 20, 280 FT. DOUBLE-DOUBLE BAILEY, SANTA
MARIA RIVER, IPO ROAD, GO.A.
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£16.21 RECONSTRUCTION OF HIGHWAY 7, DINALUPIHAN
o GUAGUA FOR ASPHALT SURFACE, CO. G.

FIG. 23. DRIVING PILING, ROUTE 5, SABANG, BULACAN
co. C.

F1G. 24. CATMON RIVER BRIDGE, 120 ' LONG,NORTH
OF SANTA MARIA, BULACAN, GO. A.

PHALT DISTRIBUTOR IN OPERATION, C0-
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F16. 25. THEATRE BUILDING, SAN ILDEFONSO AREA.

Fi6. 26. RAINY-SEASOy o,
A
E£AST OF MANILA, Go, P FoR %1 Gorps ARTILLERY
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The firet assignnent given to A Company was the building of a

140 foot. double-double Bailey bridge across the Marikina River at,
Marikina, eest of Manila. This Bailey span was to replace one
steel truss span of & three span bridge which had been destroyed

our forces in 1941, It was built in 6 days, and after lsunch-
ing, it was jacked down on the abuf
Bailey span on the same grade as the existing structure, This bridge
hed & rated capacity of 30 tons and was later to carry 90% of d1 the
gravel hauled into the Manila area from the Marikina River. It is
Delieved that this bridge carried the highest total tomnage of emy
Bailey bridge on Luzon.

Another interesting bridge problem was encountered by A Com-
pany near itches in replacing a denolished concrete arch
bridge about 1 April 1945. Conditions st the bridge site were
such that only with a modified Bailey btidge could the span be
kept, below 100 feet in length, Concrete side walls of the old bridge
could not have been removed so as to give the clearance needed
standard Bailey without the loss of 40 to 50 feet

n
o & loss than normal width Bailey

parate 90 foot double-single girders
using one shears and two 4-tom trucks
an

e
wore ingtalled over the trusses, cut off where mel , sp

Ho the op o and the regular Bailey stringer system,
d to complete the structure,

decking, and curbing were use
Bailey bridge constructed on Luzon by the battélion
o byt oot the Santa Maria River on the Metropoliten Road be-
tween Manila and Ipo Dam.by A Company. This structure, & doutle-
double type 280 feet in length, was supported on a middle pler,
10 foot in lemgth, vhich gave clear spans of 130 end 140 feet
Tespectively, This structure was conpleted on 30 May after &
days work, The first vehi
Jeep and the General personslly c
orimanship.

fter the complotion
assigned the repair and
oignod the ropadr ond PR
£ asphalt @
T aining

B

Haedud, and Tolled to give a
B, Pkl o surface trestment was then used as 4 so
1 rox wb 11k oai PFoR 4 esscROSEY 2 ce
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crusher unit which was operated in the Binasa River by Company B.
This read job was the battalion's firet experience .§’€u ..;m
and was completed by 7 April 1945,

Compeny C on 18 Apri) end BES Conpa
& new bivouac ares nsar San Idefenso,

g on 19 April moved to
Bulacan Province. As DECLASSIFIED
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GING SLIDE 5, HIGHWAY 4, CO.B.

FI6. 31. BRID
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of 2891 feet; and (4) 4 major bridges of a total length of 525
feet reinforced to a 35 ton capacity, And at the end of this
period the battalion felt that it was then a fully qualified and
experienced engineer construction unit.

On 1 July, the control of all tactical operations on Luson
pagsed from Sixth to Eighth Army, and at this time, Gemeral
Kreuger of the Sixth Army sent a congratulatory message to all

On 1 July, Coupany C was moved to the vicinity of Sen Jose,
Fueva Ecija Province, and started to work making improvements
in the Army supply polnt at San Jose, This coupany worked in
this ares untdl 26 August on jobs such as the following:
ment and of XIV Corps adaitional
hard stands for cub strip, preparetion of camp areas for Corps
units arriving for redeployment, running ice plant, operating
sew mill, and constructing motor parks end hend stends for field
Allery units,

On 5 July the bsttalion was assigned the maintenance and
wey # 4 towards B

from Bagal

Conpany A moved from
on 5 July 1945, A Conpany later moved on
B ety to an area about 5 niles morth of Bagabeg on Highway £ 4.

ompa: Jeted moving into its bivouac area near
Compery B oo Fravince, on Highvay § :h::y 16 July, and B&S
in

pany on this road. mﬁ s Lz Eae
Gr onsibility for Eighway on o
r-;".f-:‘;::"a;:f, ‘and the 27th Engineer's responsibility
e R erward from this point to and including the crossing

of the Ibulso River.
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planning on Olysple es possible; and so the 27th becans tho first cons-
Eruction tettalien to cone ashoe in the Sixth Aray sector on

Tpon release by XIV Corpe the battalion assenbled in the San Jac-
into area, Tasgastaan Proviace, for staging. Sempay  sored fron San
Jose on 26 ‘and the Tepadnder of the battallon moved down from Bag-

Toere pre)
occupation unit, and the first large group of me: the
e releaseq for readbustment aad return vo the states on 5 Septester 1045,

gayen Gulf,
ﬂﬂmszn-pmodntuxss-pu-m Compary; | mw, Coapaty B -
1LsT 822, upuv T 716, and H&S ce-p-w T 769, memw, sail-
cdm:ésqpu And after arriving in l-y-l-ym the morning of
25 September, the T attalion unloaded on the beach st Wakayams, Honshu,
Japan, south of Osaka, on 26-28 September 1945.
iber the h-cuun set up camp in the Sumitomo Irem Works
-H«nci?zmnmﬂh -A-ndsnn;m ln-
©d the maintemance of the o.n- Hlshl.l oto - Teado - Wa
Sano - Iwade Road mpmmla untdl departure for Nagoya.
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et reatiachea 1o the 5200th Engioeer Construction Brigtde uder 93let
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ROSTER OF DECEASED PERSONNEL
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HES COMPANY

NAME DATE OF DEATH
Loftus, Harold e 17; o gﬁ
Dunn, Lelend L. 7 fun 2o

Pataki, Frank

Ratayczak, Raymond W. 6 Eec izz,zg
Husbend, Jack T, 4 kug 194

COMPANY "A%
Davis, Wilbur Lo 2;. y:i %gﬁ
Blancherd, Buria L. Ao 2 Jm lous
Stevenson, Howerd R, b
Wertin, Horace L. 4 dm o
Saulnier, Julien P A
Ritter, William & 4 T 2o
Vnencak, Albert J. jorsh Lo
Trent, borris, Be

COMPANY "BY

2 Jul 19

Testo, Louls Ai S 192.15.
Jcew, Samuel L. 1L s 1945

Perez, Fernando
COMPANY "C"

23 Apr 1944
Brandy, Delio 2; uﬁy o
Peterson, Bill De 29 Vay 1944
Falco, Louls I+ 29 May 1944
Phillips, Fldon Ee 29 Nay 1545,
Guerrierd, Josepb Je 29 Vay 1544
Pelladino, Poul L. 31 May 194/
% ker, Wallace He 2 vey 1944
Buffaker, TR0 2 ey 1out
Locch, Stort e s ey 1%
Takich, Tuke Ls 2 Jul 1944
re, Patsy . 20 Nov 1944
B eamater, rorter Fe 26 Nov 1944,
Brosdratery ForTtC 26 Nov 1924
e, S
or

-49 -

PLACE

Toem, D. N. G,
Toem, D. N. G,
Toem, D, N, G,
Leyte, P, I.
Luzon, P, I,

Wakde Is, D. N, G,
Toem, T., N. G,

Luzon, F. I,

Noemfoor Is, D.N.G.
Luzon, P, I,
Luzon, P, I,

Altape, N, G,

Tor River, D. N, g,
Tor River, D, N, G.
Tor River, D, N. g.
Tor River, D. N, G,
Tor River, D. N, g,
Tor River, D. N, q.
Tor River, D, N, g,
Tor River, D, N, g.
Tor River, D, N, G.
Noenfoor Is, D, §, g,
Leyte, P, I, 4
Leyte, P, I,

Luzon, P, I,
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e, Hirre s s, 0 3T S e
To
Lawrence R. St John,
thenky s of gy, oxte™ VA s
i:“‘;' The 1, E :p:m hm‘;:w";'nl Forces ang £11ed Atr Forcet 1 uf e | (8 I,::WEEI;CL s 'm“"g“
* SDROTt coptaiat, ™ outetunget tHOLT Wholehearted support Of 17lnasef, | Division Engineer
e g "ritntag 1 '““gg $Cfectivensss atspleyed 10 a1 Cratd {
o dl’:&:n Fattpn © the success of the &7 330,13 15t Ind /it
008; thetr gogn, o¥, the: 5 _deg, and ¥0ore 0]
® accoupty h,,,:; ‘*""’ oel, re; e eendons aioeieultyed Sour E HQ 6TH TINF DIV, APO 6, 12 September 1945.
AFO 72

rendereq ovdatie sorort |
7 of high prads | 20+ Gommansing officer, 27th Engineer Construction Batialion,

o0 wop
o :
s ﬁh Usucf orpress sincere spprecis ‘Ac'i 7oY. i 4PC 301,
Ty ang'y m ,. “::enutihuu of the St;' ,,v.u ] RU: Conmanding General, I Corps, .
Are; ervi, its of bof La 1t perform
Wis, s asoured the success of for nanner in which the persomnel of your Wl BT U
Lot GOt thagy, " thelr asaigned duties was of imessuranle esaistance to the BUL 1T
Simributeq o ion to gyl o 1o e ney e DAiston in the acconplishment of its coniet niselon, Fieast BPCCL
b by g u" "‘"“hna, “leh b TS of my stars for theif 1o.L W 12 the officers and men of your comnand Iy PP
1o o€ dograg- oo u?ul 24 highly etf.cm- et H hey have rendored.
livy” m U vy /s/ G. E. Hurdis
) u e RIS
£ wad a“, m .,, tribuge e ”'.’11 8 ¢ E. ﬂu;m“ Sl
e g "‘;_;t i Tm,': our deaq conradesy WO 5" us Pipel uajor Gererel, U. .
o o
V!

-9



DECLASSIFIED

450V, Part 11

JDR/ebb
330,03 - 1p 204 Tna, il
4 T CORPS, 20 301, 15 Ootgper 1945
TO: GG, 5220th Bagr Constracypor Brigade, AFO 442

1 & pleased to note this comendation ang desire to express
Preciation for the excellent ge,
of the 27th Engine

Tvice Tendered by the officers and
°F Construction Battalion:

¥ajor General, USA
Commanding

48 3045 3rd Ing, JCEE/rrs

45
EEAUARTERS, 53507y B — BRIGADE, APO 442, 24 October
10: Commang:

Battalion, PO 713
1. This llml'm'u{m Kmowl-
Hnmzmm Tany Johe-hmxnv- personal cn-
Er2tulations g 'M!::L::‘::u:::; ::X“:hﬂ!h%d support, My c

#erved comendation,

o I c, B, ELtor
Y Jomk ¢, B, Errior
Colomel, C, E,
Commanding,
4th Tng,
W“ﬂ"“sy
Octaber 45, 10t oy CONSTRIOTI0n G (aviarzon), apo 713, %
0! Conpag
B ™ Comstruction Battaason, AP0 13-
thl20 givy 4, high praise foF
e e Bies 2728 308 bgn
¥ 3. . popey
¥ ix
Colone1, CE,
c onel, 'y

b i

APPENDIX VI
IGNATION AND RECRGANIZATION



| rp
hop VI
IEADQUARTERS SIKTH ARUY

Itr
- i
0ffice of the Commanding General

VI

Ho Sixth Arny, hg 322-D

Peorganization of 27¢h Engiscer Corbat Bath

cta 2 oot Uty Sucest:
alion

503 F 16t Ind.
.00 442 (22 Oct 44) o

16 3220 25 Gctober 1944 EADQUARTERS X CORPS, 4F0 310, 6 Nov 4.

SUBJECT: Redesignation and Reorganization of 27th Engineer Combat Battalion: T0: Commanding Officer,

e

Comnending General, X Corps, AP0 310,

e 27th Engineer Conbat
reermnized ae the 27th Engineer G

Pattalion wil) be redosignated end
23 Decenber 1943, e

msmcum rmmum, under T/0 &

effective 1 Novenbe:

o the oo b/ s Log o "D Cireuler 201, 194, ana the {
5<0, 23 April 1944, the authorize

on v trenty nine (29) ofmers.

mires amy nine (869) enlisted men, "

as fol: |
DECLASSIFE
H 5 M TED
A:ehﬁ Ked ln 1. g-’;gn 23 Dec 43 Authority NN TS
tehd Che . ipr o
3 Engr Cm Cos 2’7:7 23 Dec 43 N e
= Dec 43
b 9 W By 4.
1 22y o5
2 g 3
1 2 I
1B e gy
eeregete 29 2 869 ong
Shortages of perg,
o endistod nen wi1T be reguick 'S,n b roquistionsd i s o oner {
urplus equipment will h Ersde :s & Tesult of this reorganiz®
nea Ay agencys
The SLGE i Test sup:ly egency

N
W, Vinguet i) i’l“.}lusm

‘newn letter spx 400 (31 997

B om0 of Liguteqeyy Genera) KRuEap,

9/ JAES W. NILL |
*~/ mw HILL
A, G

minz Aa;uum Ganerads

For necessary action.

By command of

Jiajor General STEERT:

s/ D. G,

t/ D.

Sedesignation end

27th Engineer C Battalion, AP0 72.

ELAKE
& sute

Ba jor.
hssistant mnmc “General



App VI

HEALQUARTERS
27TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
0 7

8 November 1944

GENERAL ORDERS)
NUMBER 9)
: s 1. Pursuant to suthoriity conteined in letter, Headquarterss

Army, AFO 442, file AG 322 - G, subject: Redesignation and rem"g::h

ization of 27th Engincer Combat Battalion, dated 22 October 1944, the 27
inoer Comvat Battalion is horety redesignated as the 27th Engineel

g;xz;tmmen Battalion and will reorganize under T0 & E 5-7%, 23 Dece

ize
2. The companies and below will reorged
s 20 ? detachment listed

Date
TogE Do,
Headquarters and Heag uart, 76 23 Dec
OSaes s, Do Quarters and Service Company ;37 23 Dec ﬁz
ledical Detachment 3-500 23 ApT

3. Pursuant to authority cont, in AR 60C-20, the U7 405,
derwigaed hereby assumes commang tho 2;:haégzgne2rmconstmction et

Oudaw 7 cathore

ANDREW P, ROLLINS, J%-
Lieutenant Colonel, C. B
Commanding




dop VI

aith
L Charles K, Foots
Tec 4 James W, Fomhiil

1t
Toe 2 Wit B

Rodney C, W41}
11t S u:"
e’y

oo Sam 2 1

B2 51
11t Wity pan
Lucien 4, Ribe;
Sl e s, Folsen
g i

i a-ncu.a..
Gt el piderter

ko I
'—n:—amg’n.?

Aoty p

21-22 sy 1944
21-22 lay 1904

Tor Rimt, Duic.. 28 lay 9Lk
NG

St s
Vel 1, 1.c.
Rakdo T, K.G.
Tor River,

souommts wEm

gtk Atape, £.G.

Aitape, N.0.

RO SR PR HEROLG AgHTEVEMENT

1 Nay 1944

vay 2944
1% ay 354

S Co Takio Ts, . . 21 May 16
Govm loeRtver, Dic. 2426 iy mu
© "B Tor River, D.K.G, 28 ey
Nad Dop 'l'ur River; D.N.G. 30- 31 Ny ml.
o
oty levte,r.I. 22 oot 1944- 3 Jan 195
oy Levte, B 3 Nov 194-13 Nov 10k
Gomgn LoVl PIIL 21 Moy 104 3 Jan 197
Goro Level PlIl 21 Koy 19u- 3 Jem i
So"B' Levte, BIIl 19 Noy 1944 4 Jun
53 Leyte, FIL 22 oot 1944-25 Dec
n P.I, 1 Feb 1945-15 Apr 2945
e d Luzon, p.1] 29 -Yln 1945-10 Mar 945
o Lusen, p1 an 1945-10 lar 197
s Luzon, p.1] 30 Jnn 1945-20 Har ;9&5
G ™ Duson, Plxl 29 Jan 1905-10 ter 7
g men, P 10 Jun 194512 hug 1947
Co gy Lumoo) P11 15 Jur 19515 Ave 1947
Govmy Luson, PII 13 Jua 14515 hue 1947
Soon Luscn) 21 1500 128 g 1915
194k
M Phlirpe 1o, 22 00 1944-15 Ak 90

chao) Azndtad:
Tooe 8x u,km,m
w sond P

F. Frege
Farl G. Henderson

ierpan Lo ¥ n
e L s

PURPLE HEARTS

Lare; 30
Leyte, P 1.
Toaem, 7. 10

COMPARY 4"

Wekde Is, K.

Leyte, F. I
Luzen, P I.

cowpaxy "B*

3
.
o
c:

31 May 1944
31 way 1900
2 Jun 1944
% Jun 1944
4 Jun 1944
4 Jum 1944
4 Jum 1944
4 Jun 1944
4 Jun 1944
24, ot 1944
24 Oct 1944

Dec 1544
23 Feb 1945

19 sy 1944
19 tay 1944
22 Vay 104
22 ay 1944
4 Jun 1904
4 3w 194
4 Jun 1944
4 Jon 1924
4 Jun 1944
4 Jun 1924
4 3en 190
4 Jun 1944
4 Jum 2944
2 Jul 1944
25 Oct 1944
9 Dec 1944
9 Dec 1944,
26 Ju 1945

BERRmvowe
§98EEEES
£

iov 1944



App VII:

URPLE HEARTS
e
e BLACE DATE
‘coupany nen
Robert J, Foster arera, N
Joseph M. Breeland hrare, . o
Tewis J. Mamle irare) 3 Yoy 1944
Faul A, Polito irara, Yoy 1¢
Iph M, Tucker Arare, 31 May 1944
Clen B, Detriok irare, tiay X
Marshall W, Howard e 31 Nay 1044
Joss;.h Gom!s)Jl Arara, ;i ¥ay 1944
irara, e
:mph £, Is‘;nmsry Arare) 2 w 19
son 31 ey
Chrencn L. Bowttey e 31 ey Tork
A111s Arara; 31 ey 1944
Hen 2 1 Jun 1944
Aatonto D, Cristaldi irara, 1 Jun 1944
sngelo Trevisan hrare, 4 Jun 2944
Williem T, York Arera) 4 Jun 1944
Samos W, Hempaill Arara, 4 Jun 190,
y Arara) 4 Jun 1944
m;;:ie.l . a m L) o4 Jon 10
nt ez , Pl ars
ki V- Tenatoms Lusca, 2 Nov 1044
Feb 1945
CLUSTERS e
Ry
Janes ¥. &
Teo 2, Mmester His gy Moeatoor 14
Bninwl  mee edr g
frether o TS num, 5’5 Nov 1944,
Feb 1945
=100 .

App VIT:

Following

INDIVIDUAL AFARD OF DISTINGUISEED UNIT BADGE
per War Depertvent, Geperal Order 53, 1945

EM attached bo 3rd Platoon, Compeny "C", 3rd Engineer Conbst

Battalion for Corregidor Landing, 1¢ 16 Feb :wu u 22 Feb 1945.

5/Sgt Lester E, Fisher
e Sg Clayborn Plymann

T/Sst Roseos G, Rule e
Carl T. Fedigo Co "

‘COMPANY "C"
8/sgt Richard .Y. hnm
e v

Tec 5 Geort
Toc 5 Edger LY cepattier

LETTERS CF CITATION FRON GENERAL OFFICERS

Luson, P, 1, 20 Feb 15-20 lar 5
e e Toseny . T, 20 Feb 45-20 lar 45
o Lunoms D1, 26 dud 45- 5 bue 43

L o Loses b I, 26 Jul 13- 5 hugdS
So ey Bl . 26 Jul 4= 5 hug 15

- 101 =
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