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TSTORY

SECOND BATTALION 45th INFANTRY (P. S.)
December 8, I

By Captains Ralph inato, Jr. and Lovis F. Murphy

Tec. 8 1941--Tester of Battalion Ofticers:
izt cRladecsteln—tn. Bmentive (sotc im0 0.)

T3 1t S, ions -~-Bn. Supply Office

1st Lt. Basil B, Dulin o Supeen

1st Lt. Louis F. Murphy 6.0 Co. B

Lt, Ralph Amsto, Jr.  -=C.
Tilben B, Jevis v, orteeer Go. 7.

2nd It. Frederick H. Frewd =-C. 0. Co. G.

2nd Lt. James 0. Hase -C. 0. Co. H.

The 45th InI. (le" 1st Bn. which was in Batasn) was m‘dsred
to move to '8Y range, Tt. Tillian Mekisley. The 20d Bu. (les
00, ) conpleted the move to "B rangs by 3 pim Co. . remsined

2% Fi. Mefinley as sntiptratroop goard. wader pmuppm. Division
g

. 9--llajor Hindean Joined ! b.cunun $0d assumed comnd.
e o t 7 a.m, and or-
i s B e, More congloted i

Dec. 10--Major Hindman relisved from command.
warning orders received from regiment to be prepared to move to
entrucking area near post motor pool for move north-nexact
ination unknom. Bn. ordered to move to entrucking ares shortly
after noon. Heavy air activity--bombers and escorte-

Zorecd tm. to take cover in vieinity of post cemetery. Air ac
ivity coased sbout 2 p,n, o camalties in tn. Tho battalionts
nain trangportation, civilien tusses which were belng b

from Yanila, was T ey kecn hald
up in Manils and nearly all of the civilian drivers of th
on the post had fled during the air raid. Drivers were recruted

red to nore

B s with (enepoethtice sed's sammaiine
loaded ard squlpped £o take the £leld,

to the vicinity of Olongapo, the
. The bn. moved at 12 midnight with
officers driving busses.
acn, tn. arrived at the De Oro lunber mill, barrio
upihan-Olongapo Toad. The bn. was ordered to

most of the
Dec. 11--6

a) dared b0 coeury posttions on. eft
flank of bu. on'a pj)] 150 yards south of the road and across
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the pllat puaslisled fha road, . Go: O (2nd Platoon)
Co. H 30 cal, gnns and 50 cal, and E1 mm mortar platoons Co. H
attached) ordered to occupy pcsmm on high ground north of road.
Co. E (1st platoon Go. Be 30 cal. gus attached) ordered 4 soonicy
position 200 yarde du Sigit sear of Co G, The Bu. C. P,
Jocatedin tha iuuber WilL. | Sew ovearisy:ios 1o b was in posttin
by &

Dec, 12--Turther reconsigsance of sector and improvement of

position. Dec. 13-
. 1=-Company ccmund-rs, supervised firing and adjusting

of new Broming dutonatic rij

Senr 1554, Cotome Ross B, Gaitn Joined tn. and assumed
connand.

Dec, 16--Sgt., Batalla, Co. F, shot in foot by accidental dis-
charge of pistol when he fell in river. He never returned to the bn.

ound.
ec, 17--Shortly aftervards the tn. received warning order

from regt. to be prepared to move into Bataan to a bivouac area
on Mariveles cut-off, Bn. c.o, and Exscutive Tatt to nake recon-
nce of route and select bivous Bn. moved at dusk
e aren 15000 yards aceihwest of Cabedten ab 1 sl
18--Bn. now operating as a separste unit under diviston
contral, Ksplons, to mpusc a0d defend the costline of Batesn
from Linay to By One ricle platoon eid one ma

hgle:
un platoon vas ommi to proesd st once to aglaloss e
tabulary un ssion: to cbserve for enemy activity

and defond the bay lgainst el e L s
1atoon Co. G and oue platoon Co. i procesded fo glalons bay at

B im0 iaasionad sretornity the Co's as follows: Co. E
from Limay s o, Bayakadoln, poist, Oo. ¥.fEom Loa Cochines point
et L one pl.) aid Co. B, (les
one pl. 30 cal.) from Biaan river to Aglaloma bay e
i e s I TR
sestors, slect 7. % and o-p. '8, d move their wits Lnto posi-
tion as’aoon as possible, each company kesplng its transportation
By nightfall all units were in position as foll

1t an
e M o e D S W s e
(1) Longaskawayan pt (2,
(3) mouth of Blaan river, G and K. Co. outposts at (1) Vigia pt.
(2) Basay bay (3) Guay pt. C. P, on east side of road at km, 188,
Commnication with division and between compahies and OF at Aglaioms
by wire. Commmication to regtl, CP located east of Bagac where lst
and 30 B were, initially by 131 madlo, later by vire. 0pe vere

on: 54 xore xellovad at rogular intervaly from co. OP's
where nedn bodles of companies remsined. Ons pl. Go. B. Lith
TES) commanded by 1st Lt. Jeanings actached to B, Rations and sopmiies

hwouiny
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9-23--Extensive Tecomnaissance by Co, co's and
o oo i positions prepered at op's and
defense plans for sectors set up, Trails leading from op's
east to main road organized for defense.
Sgt. Castro, Co, F, turned by exploding field range.
He never returned to bn, and no record of him could be found,
Dec. 24--Bn. c.p., aid station, and Co. F c.p. moved to
an area 150 yards west of main road at kP 179,
Dec, 25-Jan. 1-1942--Usual OP duties. On Dec. 28 Capt.
William B, Donovan, IC, joined on and took over as senior
surgeon.
Jan, 2, 1942--Following officers accepted promotions with
Tank from Dec. 19, 1941:

Fromlat Ik, Lo/ Captatas

. Bledenstein
SetaT, Long
Lote RNy

Kalph Ana
R R TR ok
Janes 0, Hase

lerick H. Freund
Jan, 3--Officers from 2nd Bu. and 2nd PC reconcittered
sectir peepEatoryite raliaving @d Bo-dsthn
. /--En. was relieved by 2nd Bn. 2 PC and ordered to
ot ot Tegt, on Pilar-Bagao zond. Bn. ba's and med det. moved

Sl et el ca elise s et
ove ey from Ats respegbive secto, kesping 166 g8 traneport.
a¥ion meTl soatterad bocsnse. of. eneny Al etieity:

(Guas tee ) ks et e o e
%o Kn. 149 where bivouac area was established. Co F was the
last to arrive over his route, reaching bivousc ares at dusk,

d via Liay, Pilar, thence west to bivouac area, arrive

. vas given mission of organising s sector of &
Co. T was assigned a sector from
bl west road, sast to juiction of Bagas
river: F's sector extended
i dtelidbodie i ot Bk
Tiver where 1ot Bo. 45th joined. | (Ses overlay No. 3). Co. B
by platoons to the rifle c d in
SSTaeuics smdipeviaiug g i tir m;u
sent the day.

ons.
reconoittering their sectors with n.c.o,
Jan. €L, Gol, Snith and the co, officers reconcittered
iyt seas seteciing ossedinetive o positions. The ration
was cut to two meals per day, breakfast at 8 a.m. and supper at 4

.
Jan.7-26--During this peried the tn,

4 by L
Jernings s platoon of B Co. 1ith Big. 158 vas Mghasdits
Srinieg Tt setver. s exhausting as all barbed

Aoy
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Tire and tools had to be carried by hand on trails through rugged
jungle terrain to the position. About Jan. 12 Lt Col Rodman soy
91st Inf (PA) and a party of his officors reconolttered the bn, tec-
lor with Lt. Col, Snith and his co, commanders preparatory to takinh
grer and conpleting the organization of the position, Units of the
91st Inf. (PA) assisted the 2nd Bn. from Jan, 13 until the ond Bn.
45th moved north on Jan, 16, On Jan, 10 Co, F vas given the mission
of defending Battery B, 92 CA (PS) comnanded by Capt. R. J. Lawlor
Thich was located near the junction of west rosd and Pilar-Bagac
r0ad in case the enomy landad at Bagac bay. Capt. dnato and b, Davis
Tith noots reconolttered battery area and submitted defense plants
to regt. About Jan. 10 tn moved to New Bivouac 1 kn south of lst
bivouac on P-G rd,

Jan. 16--ibout 3 p.m. tn. received warning crder from regt. to
be prepared to move north. About . the tn. co. w
So regtl. na. to receive orders for move, The 2nd bn., as part o
the regt., wa
Mission: to be in readiness to counterattack enemy who was making
Some gains, At dusk the bn. marched north from its bivouse via on
unnunbered, trail to km, 149 on the Pilar-Bagac rd. whers it loaded
on buses. Order to march: Bn. Hq, "EV, "GM, "HY, Companies. Bn.
proceeded via motors to km 142 where troops debusses and marched
north via dbo-Abo cut-off-Tnzineer road to & bivouac area near Bani,
arriving early mornin th

Jan. 17--Bn. remsinad in regtl. bivouse area under cover of k
thorny bushes until dark, Resumed march and at dawn of the 18th bie
vouacked near junction of Toyo river and Back road.

an. 18--about noon the 45th Inf. was ordered to move to vicinity
of Abucay-Haclionda and attack the enomy. The regt. moved off across
country with 3rd Bn., 2nd Bn, 1st Bn. in that order, Very 1ittls was
knom about the enemy. The terrain vas wnfamiliar and the route wie

om as far as the tn. was concernsd, The 2nd bn. was merely fol-
lowing the 3d tn. across country in a northwesterly direction. About
8 p.m. before reaching the Hacionda the Togh was halted on & narrow
trail,  Remants of a company of the 3lst Tnf, (US) came down the
o

b ,
and Haclenda Road. The men were extremely fatigued due o the success-
avy loa

ion of long mare th heavy loads. The rate of march back across
the jungle terrain in k was very slow. Control was
extrenely diff: e roturn merch was made by dead reckoning
C0's E and G reache starting polat about midnight, T

Hlacionda road. GCo's H and F had bacone separated fron Test of bn,
during counter march. The Bu, less Cos F and H, arrived at a position
1700 yards east of the Hacienda on the south side of the Haciends Heey
&t sunrise of the 19th,

apoyiny
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Jan, 19--The dispositions of fricndly and enemy troops in the
gonoras aréa of the Hacionda is shom by overlsy fh. The Znd bi-
ess i

hahout, 800 yards north nortimest fron line of doparture, lob b
%5 on 1eft, 2nd Bu. less F and K companies enclosed to right rear,
4 nct betwesn bas maintained by E Co. Co. G in esr of Oo. B, The
out, p.n. contact betmeen them
wes lost. Night found Co, E disorganized on no very deep
Tesine. Part of Co. G end Bn, hq. Were then in bottom of the same
no: ibout 5 pon. Cos. F and fl rejoined the Bn. and were placed
T roserve 300 yards south of deop ravine. Shortly after derk
I Rast witn 15t Bn. regained. 1 plat. Co. F sent forvard to fill
o metmeen s, Intermittent spall dims fire contimied thronghout
night.

an. 20--Bn, reorganized at a light, Co. B lost 1 man KIA by
sniper.  Shortly after noon the lst and 2nd Bns were ordored to

¥ sco and reached a position on & bluff overlooking

e et 4 pm. Lot bn. came up end took position on right of Znd

: Sniper fire from rear. Enemy artillery shells

B Rserved landing 1,000 yards to right flank and slightdy to

oot b, position. Enomy foot and hoves troops obssrved on road
o2 bn. position moving west toward mounta

attachments and Anti-Tank section in reserve.
ternittent rifls fire from rear (sw) during nights.

— kwouny
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Ratton pesty wmeble to fiad B roops went without supper.
21--2 tn. remained in pormm Toout 10 arn. the e
commusstion chief reported belng fired on at nango grove 500
yds in vear (SW of tn.) and prevented from laying wire to reg.
Tt. Col, Smith ordered Lt. Lavis to take one pl. Co. F and one
pL. Co, % aid uvdatigata, Itsevie Toturned bo bu. cp about
Rooa, Teporting that enomy held strong polnt on bigh ground to
sw which werlcoked Inta position: Twole, 0o E and one sect.
LG Co. o Lt. Davis's force. Capt, Murphy, Lt. Davis
Sna 2%, Hase moved Gut vith the troops Capt. Murphy was in comana of
tbe composite force. ordered to contact enemy and drive him ou
Comm. with hrough SCR-195. Unit engaged enemy. Lt. Davis i
returned H ;m station for treatment, and then returned to
Teone of action taking Bln mortar of Co, Il with hin. The bn's. pre-
2ot position was about 411 yds. north (or in Tear) of the left
Tlank of patn eneny evoloping force. (Orders received from rog.
for a coordinated attack at 3 pn. 2nd tu. 3lst Inf. (US) was to
attack fron sv, & unit of 12t Tre. () £rom aa:t,, and 2 tn. 45th
was o move south to contain enemy in position. Bn. was not to
Fire unless enemy attempted withdraval as it was feared ba's fire
would be tnto Jlst Taf, sone. A 15 mimte mortar preparation by
Sim mortars of Co. i and 2n Jlat vas to precede attack. e 2bn
%5th, with B and F Co's supported by Co. H, advanced to it 200
yis. of snemy, The attack by 31st and 4lst units failed and enemy
e o on' . 45th force with heavy small arms and nortar fire.
'and F Co'a. forced to withdraw with i Co, covering, Lt. Freund
582 pla. Co. G sont up and coversd withdraval of 2bn. attacking
Torce, Cept. Vuxply and Lt. Framd VIA by morter fragnents. 2.
Teformed in circle defensive formation with Co. Co. B,
out. posted toward enemy to sw. Casualties (exc)usm o ufﬂcu'l
Yo ration parts
reached bn, Jan 22 n party reached ba. e wnar ples
Secured from a spring 600 yds east of river bank. Carrying par
was escorted by armed guards. At noon after following various trails
on se. Pn. ate first meal since breakfast on Jan. 20. Dnemy did
not, press abtack. Co F received 2 casvalties WIA from sniper fire,
Shortly after noem tn. ordered to move 1,000 yda. {0 se.  Founded
were sent to rear with ration parts oved. The map co-
ordinates radioed to bn. were either eohiyed msorcaotiyion oridhtas
thon of naps and ground incorrect. Bn. was found at dusk by Yajor
gt i e
e Reconuaissance of grownd, Bn. not committed. After

n i bn. reached original position of night of
St inipeadtatacyi Uit T Pius 191 Coll, o Jert Clank
t)ad in with 2 \‘n. 31 it Inf Co E, plus 1 pl, Co H, in cer

of deep ravine. s 1 pl C H, on right flank in contact
with 1st bn. A5Lh Positio’n fncad nw, See overlay #5. Pos-

T Awouny
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Stion and rear ares received heavy shelling and dive bombing in
late afternoon. 2nd bn. 45 received orders to withdraw to old
Zlst div. c.p. (control point) at dark where transportation would

(covering force) to withdraw at 3 a.m. J s wore b

patrol the Hacienda road and Wi with covering forces. Co.
\ao designated as shell. Lt, Col. Smith, and Capt. Don

Ath small medical dotachment, remained with shell. 2nd Bn, less

hel1, withdraow st dusk. Order to march Co. K, E, Co. G, of

o ithdvavals south from position to train 200 yards north of

cienda road t on pars il for T-mn mile at which

goint trall joinod rosd. During the march Co E & G were struck by
n% ullets from ng fire to the west. No casvalties. At 9 p.m.

4, Bani,
Sfr-and Pilar-Bagac Toad to kn U8, arriving 9:30 a.m.
'Goe overlay No. 6. len wore in a state of exhaustion

2 o of shello-Capt. Amato contacted the shell of 2nd bn,
315t Taf and the co-ordinated withdraal of the two covering forces
I omanged. b 1:30 a.m. Jan. 25 a visiting patrol from Co.

Graming troops and was now between the shell and friendly troops.
Janks oould be heard some distance to the east on the Hacienda road.
father than proceed east in single file by trail through dense jungle,
1% was decided to march north to Faclenda road and procesd eas

the rosd where the surrounding terrain afforded opportunity for
doployment. The shell noved north, crossed a deep ravine, and reached
4 o grove. The shell reorganized and marched
oot on Hacienda road. Lt. Davis with 2nd Plat Co. T (plus 1 section

o b,
o1, owith, 3rd plat Co, F, Cept. Donovan and his med, det.,
and 1st plat Co, F (plus 1 sect ng) which was ordered to act as rear
guard, The shell proceeded east for 200 yards when point was fired
n. Lt. Davis deployed the adveuce guard and overcame

by rifles and mg, The advance guard deployed and Jrd plat. was com-
S45a on south side of road, After brisk fire fight the eneny was
oforcons and shell continued advance with #ixed bayonsts. About
300 yards father east shell received heavy fire from iiacienda road
2nd fron cane £ie1d to south of road. Enemy was using rifles, mgs,

. Amato deployed shell on both sides of road.
fter a haif hour's fighting shell was unable to advance and casualties
yore increasing, Dawm was about one hour amay, and it was decided to
Sttenpt to reach contact point by moving east across country north

oy
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&
ot Hactenda road and coning in on Haciends road bebind encey. Orders
were issued for the m ‘e guard to remsin in position

Teap snexy wnder fire while iR e
ne. Lt. Davis and 2nd plat, to then follow and become rear guard.
Capt. Anato led the movement, keeping direction by compass. After
noving cross country for nearly an hour, the shell reached the Hacien-

%he move. Capt. Amato and Capt, Donovan with med det. and part of 354
plat. Co. F continued [ foltored task trecks to Victhity of Bent
There transportation was sscured from a civillan and the officers pro-

e od the Fegts Has on Pilar.Dagas road Feportingtmt pobteloh at

Smith, who with Lt, Davis and Temainder of sholl, re-
entory fuiendiy 14nes on Jan. 31 aftor being outeoff for 6 days, gave
the following eccount: it
a5 fired on by enemy from direction of Hacienda road, In the darkess
ind thick Jungle contact with tho lading platoen vas lost, T procesded
'+ with & small group and about daylight contacted Lt. Davis and a
Sioup of seldlors who had also lost contact. Ve had out 40 men and
my dive bombers were bonbing old artillery

an

plane followed our movenents, tut. 1t was eluded. | the group bad ne food
Sxoupt sugar cage and green papeyas. Tater was obtained from irriga-
tion ditches and streams. I gave the men permission to drop out, se-
cure civilian clothas, sad work \helr way south back across the iines.
Only & fou dropped cuf, The group worked wet, resting in the day and
noving at night, contimally dodging enowy troops and The
group becane exhausted. On Jan. 31 ve struck a wide {ail loading
D oogoane upon a.PA detachment in front of the MLE (north of Pilar-
Bagac road at Trall 7). Party was taken o PA hqs where we slept and
ate. On Feb, 1, the group went to Service Co., 45th Inf. via regtl has
andon Yob. 2 rojoined the B, Caswaltiss i Co. F wore 10 KIA, 17 HIa,
See Overlay No. 7.

Jan, 25--20d Bn. i3, less shell, Capt. Biedonsteln in comand, narched
t noon to a bivouac area at jmccion of trails 5 and mest r

river, Capt, Amsto and Capt. Dodevia1ia sk - the’ aha1 ¥h roc
furned with them joined the bn in the early avening. Bn. was acting
a8 1ot Corpa rederve,
26--To the morning suitable stilters made and posttion Tecam-
orders were

bn. reached Saysain river bivouac about 1:30 p,

Jai. 27-en were tol to vash thelr elothes and clean up equipnent.
Tt was hoped that the men would able to enjoy a rest and recuperate
fron the hardship of the previous week, This was denied the, how=
over, as orders were eceived just before noon to

Hoyiny
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proceed at once to Km 199 on west road and drive out 30 or 40 Japs
¥ho had landed at Seliam Bay. Ba. was cperatisg es o ceperate
unit under General Pierce, cg south sub-sector, I Corps. Bn.
startod marching shortly aftemoon, tut vas shuttld, d\le to atforts
of Capt. Long who somehow got some buses, to Km 206 v

to 5
Sraered to bivouac. Capt. Anato was sent to South Suh—sect.ur Hor
as Liaison officer.

e

n of Co. F were attached to C

e i i e oty

confused, Enemy snipers reported on west road. Gen. Pierce decided

e B 45 th Kn 195,  Capty imato dispatoned with tram

portation to 2nd Bn, bivouac at km 205 with orders to move 2nd Bn.

44 s i el saylight.  love accomplished by 5:30 2. and
46 contact with oné Bn, 1 FC and 17th Pursuit Squd.

(Prnvisi:mll Infantry) at Km 199 on Trail L. (note: ’rhe trail
d in the following et  not, cotanids with actual
D hei vhion acs ot b, See 0. §). Capt. Ble-

denstein put in charge of operations and i LTS

caen and re-ostablish the defenso lina in tho Saliaam bay | e gron
which the Constabulary Had been driven. The 17th Pursuit S
at Jan, 27 but w

patrol was fired on 300 yards from west road on Trail 1. Shortly

bulary s
to n-8, center of lins on Trail 1. 43, lessaell, was in
Iine 1d zear of 1 B0 with 1708 Bee. aqd. R R
about 300 yards to the fork in Tr. 1, where 17th PS had suffered
casunliios on Jan. 27, Wo contact vith eneny. ires. cmmer d
aifficult to consolidate osition
for the night. Co. G. 45 spenc mghc yrerieiagion i t‘ac!.ng west,
X0 coiot v mm el
9-~linits again e I

2ra12 1, 2ad B, 45, less shell, on right o “heail, 17th Pur. Sg. in
Tear of Constab, Trail junction reached and units ordered to half,
& patrol of officers fron 17th Pur. 5q. and Capt. maemsin et
forward on left fork about 200 yards, then cut south
Foetn L B e e et e e e

y. Patrol returned bringing order from Bn co to send 2 mg.
Blate; 06 M43 vare ordersd Iy B, ecoy o Deastzgo cifls protaction,
5gts. Ritona and Cotaran with the 2 plats. proceeded west

ver

bivouse srea and opened fire, , Gasuslties: Co. L3

cluding 1at Sgt. Villameva, vho old not x'apert Hemn wond. i

Seskise be old nck Wit b0 1as 411 wnito then wisharercabout
200 yards where thoy we

hwoyiny
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reorganized and semm esmusnea

Jan, 30--two outs approached position in early
morning, They s, IR by & PC nachine gumer who dest-
royed then, using 4 belts of ammnition tefore he ves silenced.
Tnits attacked again ebout 8 a.m.; 2nd Bu. 45 in lead, folloved

BC, with 176h PS dn Teer. The trail junction was resched
and PO took up pu.mon on left (south) fork, 2nd Bn. 45 advanced
west on right (north) fork, 17th PS guarded line of commumications
of 2nd Ba, 45 fast, to trail junotion, 1 KIA, 1WI4 Co. G deployed
on right of Co, E. Position held and remainder of Bn extended east
long trail to the fmetion where contact with PO was established,
The 17th P5 moved east and extended along trail 1 east from junction
Keoping 1ine of supply and commnication open, 2nd En. 45 attempted
$o contact by patrol a bn. of tho 12th Ph that was on with 12th PA
was .:emlred through South Srb-Sector hgs.

31—-[n1h now had support of 2nd Bn, 88th FA (PS).
Lrt.il].sry prEpuX alled for in front of 2nd Ba. 45, Position
tt 1ine momuuy given or plotted and artillery fell

m Cu. c area. Casualtiss: 4 i including 1st Sgt. Jacoh, 16 WIA.
Lt. Preund reorganize Co. G and in the afternoon he led hls co. in
a spirited attack and advnnced 5 e et a7 atrhan
Go. E followed and took up position on right of Co, G Witk its right
Fank on Saliaam river. Position faced west and corered 300 yards

liaison officer from 2ad En. aam F4 (PS) and established OP on
north pcint o: Silasm bsy. About 40 men from Bn. shell (CO.F)
Toturned b They have even led thru enemy territory for 5 days
Ty lat Sgt, Mitards yillarioe,  Capt. inato relived as laison omm
b South Sub-Sector K2, and joined bu. reorganising Co. F, which w
placed in ba. reservis, with 1 sect Co. K. atchd, Co. H sent 1 plnt.
30 cal mg to Co. G., 1 sect, 30 cal. mg to position on north polnt of
Zaliaan bay, and 1 plat. 30 cal. mg and 81 mm mortar was kept in
Seserve. Enemy graves which were found near mouth of Sallaam river
Yero opened and papers sent back to G-2. Contact with 12th PA north
of Saliaan Bay was gained. Tnemy abtempted to land reinrurcemm
night, of Feb, 1-2, fnemy troops Were in barges toved by &
launch. 2ad bn, 45 sent 12-3C cal. mg to beach near SiTasn tay 4
17th B sent 3 £ifty cal. mg, Arblllery fire was directed st u,.
barges, which were also brought under heavy fire by mg
P-40's snm-cepv,ed bargas and strafed them. Landing r-pulssa .m,
heavy losses to e

Teb, 2--Lt. or. Snith and Lt. Davis rejoized tn. 3 Bn 57th

of Selisan bay.

attacked to Co, I, 0ue eneny landlag barge, FATled by Bg vashed
ashore in Salidam bay. Some enemy rations faken. Inemy atterpted
$o supply its troops in Wum-smm. area by plane, 12 enemy

oy
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parachute packages, containing food, medicine, smmmition, and
maps, captured and sent to sub-sector Hq. (more below under Feb. 5).

Peb, 3--2nd Bn. 45 had no contact with enemy, Constant oom.
munication with 37d Bo. 57 by rumer.

Feb, 4=-3d Bn. 57 abreast of 2nd Bn, 45 with right flank of
57th about 160 yards south of Co, E. 17th PS moved into Pos, on
R.T. flank of Co. E.

Fob. 5--No change in situation. Add to Feb. 3--in the after-
noon 26 enemy soldiers were seen through artillery scope swimme
ing north about 1500 yards off Saliaam bay, A4 small lifeboat con-
taining a life preserver marked 'U, S. S, Nerritt" washed ashore
at Saliaam bay. Late in the afternoon an enemy soldier vas seen
swinning 500 yards out from Saliaam bay, Three scouts who volun-
teered sot out in the lifeboat to pick him up, As they approached
the enemy be discarded his 1ife jacked and went under. Then the
Scouts returned they Teported that the Japanese had said, "o sur-
render-suicide."

. 6--No change in enemy situation, G. & E cos. straigthtened
positions to consolidste with 3d Bu. 57th which was moving against
enemy resistance, The bn, of the 12th PA which was in position on
the beack north of Saliaam bay was ordered out, and the 17th PS
moved north and took over the position, 1 rifle plat. Co. F and 1
sect, mg Co. F plus 1 plat 30 cal, Co, H moved in and occupied posi-
tion vacated by 17th PS on Tt. of Co, E.

Feb, 7-~Enemy made another attempt to land troops from barges
during night of Feb, 7-8. Two U.S, P-40's again strafed barges
which were also brought under mg fire by 2nd Bn and 17th PS, Attack
repulsed. 3 ememy captured by 17th PS & 2d Bn 45 at different points
north of Saliaam bay, Enemy soldiers wore nothing but Gee-Strings.
Two of them were wounded, Apparently they had been attempting to
swim north to Bagac,

Feb. 9--2nd Bn, 57 relieved 3d Bn, 57th, 2d Bn, 45 shifted south
sbout 200 yards until actual physical contact was geined with 57th,
The units of the 57th had advanced in their area against stiff enemy
resistance, 4 gap of about 100 yards now existed between Co, E and
the platoon of Co. F 91 plat Co. H attached) which was ordered to
keep its right flank anchored at Saliasm Bay, This gap could be
covered by patrol only. The enemy attacked Co. G and then Co, E
in the lste afterncon. Lt. Freund was wounded in the arm during the
action. Lt. Davis relieved from Co, F and assigned as c.o, Co, G.

Feb, 10--during the morning enemy attacked line at junction
of 2nd Bn, 45 and 2d Bn, 57, The attack was repulsed after heavy
fighting. The enemy was desperate, Efforts to reinforce him by sea
and supply him by air had failed. e had to bresk through the line
that had encircled him or driven back in to the sea. In afternoon
enemy combat patrols attacked Co, G and Co E feeling out the line.
Capt. Murphy requested reinforcements on his right flank, 1 squad
Co. F and 1 sec. G. Co, sent from bn, reserveand put into position
in the gap between E & F companies, (see overlay. no, 10).

Feb, 1l--Enemy attacked in force at dawn and broke though gap
between E & F companies, Enemy moved north to Saliaam River, then
started moving east, following the river through the jungle. Enemy
attacked c.p's of 17th PS and Co, F 45 at mouth of Saliaam river,
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Gapt. Gloan, c.o. 17th PS, vounded and died on way to hospital,
17ines forced Sorts on taL] torard Ganes pt. Capt. Amato proceeded
“ost to Bn. CP reporting enemy break through. Lt. Col. Smith Te-
qnesxga 44 from 3d Bn, 57th. Ospt. Murphy pulled his right flank
extendod 1t north to Saligam river. Capt. Amato with 1 sq
o F, tho ta. reserve, procesded tovard beach. Unit ¥as out off
by enemy mg fire across rail from south about 75 yards from ba. c.p,
Suad deployed on trail and all aveilable nen from bn, ha's ¥ =

o o cans under hesvy cnemy ng fire. Sgt. Villena, Co. E, re-
established e cation betwaan Co. & and bi. c.p. by cu.rrying
wire from Co. T across Saliaam river in front of enemy to bn.
Fo was under heavy enemy fire, Co. L and Co. I, 57th Taf. (#5) fornea
“hirmish line across treil, Co, L extended from trail (inclusive)
scm.h %o Salisam river where contact was gained with right flank of
E 45. Co. I extended from trail (exclusive) north 100 yards. The
= companies moved to position held by 24 Bu. 45 Teserve and attackeq
sbout noon. One plat. o, F 45, at first cut off m besch by enony
broak through, eivclod enomy rear and entered lines through Co. E and
o, G. One plat. Co. F 45 attached to Co. I 57 to protect right flank
¢ Co, T and gain contact with 17th PS. Attack progressed steadily
Yt slovly through dense jungle, Euemy resistance stiff tut spesmodic
o3 enemy apparently vas disorganized, Abtack stopped 5 p.m. and units
in, (overlay No.
Fob, 12--Attack cobttno ab 6 &, n, and all units pushed through
%0 beachos by 3 p.m. Contimious contact established fron Canas pt.
nausn pt. The beach vas Littored with onom Calle o
clothing indicating many of enemy had taken to tho mater, F.numy ca-
sualtios estimated 250, Casualties 2d Bn. 45 nce Jan. 28: Co E,
4 KIL, 9 WIA; Co. F 3 KIA; Co, G, 5 KIA, 16 TIA; Oo H, 14 KIA, 13 wa.
o onlistod men, 26 KIA, 41 WIA, Officers, Lt, Fremd, WIA, Bo.
oved 5 p. m, o bivouac ates at junction of trails I& IIT. 2ud Lt.
Janes D, Kell joinod bu. and assigned to Co. H

ob, 13--Bn. moved at sunrise to regtl bivousc area. The first
10 days were used for general recuperation and recrganisation, Ven
vere allowed to rest, Clothing, equipment, and armanent were re-
placed and repaired and companies reorganized. A regtl. training
progran from 9-12 a.n, was then put into effect. Strabegy and tac-
tics of previous battle were dlscussed with object of improving gene-

ral £itness nd teak nork of write. Special emphasis was placed on
tho operation of aads and sinilar snall wnits in the jungle. The
CEfonntve ana detansive sactiss wsad by the enom mere analyied and
an effort was made %o see that every soldier kioew how to deal suc-
coustully with them, Training with tenks o offensive operation in
e jungle was also held, On Feg, 16 Capt, Murphy was sent bo medi-
cal °°nsmmz eompnny suffering with dysentery, Capt. Biedenstein
jaa of Co. E in addition to his other duties,

Soout eb. 20 e follovlag seauts who beld comnissions in the
Organized Reserve Corps, U, S. Army, vas called to active duty and
Askigisd wa tuisy Mg aadsasion aa Becont 1 Lientenantes Sgb. hurelio,
Co. F, Sgb. Sunches, Go. G, Sgh. Pensaerra

G, 5 Ta. cor, Saith was sevt bo. the hospltal suffertag
from diarehes sad general vun dom sondition sa & result of spending

— fapoyny
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 Gays bohind eneny lines at amucay.

Sbont, Feb, 28 the bn. received about 129 replacenents fron
the Philippine Army. They were sttached far rations and training
as follows: Co. E, 265 Co. F, 54; Co. G, 26; Co. H 23, 4n inten-
& e training progran for the new nen was started Tho men yere
Sron various branches of the service and held ranks from lst Sgt.
L ivate, At the end of the training progran the best nen wers
o B kept and enlisted as privates in the Sccufs. L firing rango
B inpovised cn the besch near Bobo pt. and the men put through o
Tange course.

\bout this tine the tn, officers as parts of Tegtl, groups
reconnoittered the beaches and trails leading to the beaches from
ioaysan pt. north b0 Saysain pt. Tontative plans of action were
e ap ih case enemy attenpted landings 1 this sectar,

D G cGapt. Murphy Tetumed from collecting co. and took

o " Premd returmed fron hospital sad Was assigued
to bn, headquarters.
e apt. Long sent to hospital suffertag from yellow

job.

 14-The Regt. Was put in lst Corps Teserve and ene tn
vas ordsved to move north 0 a bivouso area on Trall 9, Tho 2d
To2 vas ordered up and narched at dark to a blvouac area on Trail
9,200 yards east of 91st Div (PA) c.p., arriving early morning
Mar, 15, Capt. Murphy sent to Hosp. #2 with severe recurrence of
dysentery. Capta C. V. UKinley was transferved bo 2nd Bn. from
e Bn. &nd took comnend of Co. . Patterson joined Bu, Co. i
Kell and Fremd trfd. to lst Bu.

Yar, 15--4pril 4--Bu, remained in bivousc erea, Ihe lst B
soved Tnto area east of Znd Bu. during night of Uar. 17, frain-
ing was continued end new men were given another opportunity to
£i5 ng and rifles on o anall range which wes constructed in the
Jungle, A chemical warfare course Was glven,

M. ‘18--Capt. hndrew B, Znaska was sssigned to the Bn. and
assuned connend.

Sar. 20--Capt, Murphy returned to bn, fron hospital and took
comand of Cor T vice Capt, Yckinley who retumed to 1sb Bo.

Ve, 21o-1t. Col Smith returned to bn. from hospitsl end
assuned comand.  Cspt. Ivaska becane tn. executive vice Capt,
Biodongtetn, who took comand of Co, G vice Lt. Davis who Temsined
with Co. G as executive.

Mo, 23--Capt. Donovan, bu. surgeon, sent to hospitel with

malaria.
Var, 25--Lt, Dulin surveyed the bn, to deternine if anyone
was showing narked effects fron malmutrition. The physical condition
of the officers and men was rapidly growing worse due to sickness,
hot weather, and insufficient food.
Mar, 27--Lt, Grimes relieved from Co. G and assigned as Bn.

.:-l; vin:.th, ngun: Capt, Donovan returned to ‘tn. from hospital.

e was then ordered to regt and assigned tl. on.  Capte
Talter Kosteki, IC, juinagt g ke o

— hwouiny
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bn and becane chief bn. uTgeon.

o, 30--Lt Col Smith was sent to hospital. Capt. Zwaska
4ook comnand of the Ba.

S i-_Capt, Amato relieged from CO. ¥ and assigned to Bn,
e, s B, ex. Tk Davis relioved fron Co. G and assigued as c.o,
Co. F.

4pril 2--Capt. Zwaska promoted o Ysjor. Lt. Davis promoted
to Captain. About 93 PA men were recommended for enlistmen as
privates, Co. § kept 13 men; Co. F, 39; Co. G 20, Co, H 21,

tori1 5o-Bn. slorted 3 p.n. eneny artillery fell in tn. area
gbout 5 p.m. No casualties.

\orid 3--Bn. ordored to nove as part of Togt. east on Trail
4o vicinity of Trail 20. Bn. received buses just after dark and
Yo i out. Order of march, B, Kq, , T, G, K, led, det. Bn.
dobussed in vicinity of 11th Div (PA) c.p. and proceeded on foot,
O ting ot Togtl, bivouac srea on Trail 29 just after day broak
april 4 (see overlay To. 13). The organic transportation of the
P ffered heavily on this move, lany trucks broke dom on the
P and 4L ot arrive ab bivouso area witil the afternoon of
Aoril 5. Chon was delayed several hours,

4pril 4--Regt. now operating under 2ud Corps. Orders were
rocoived to attack north on Trail 29. lission: to drive north to
F9SariRagac Toad and ro-establish line which was broken. 4% 3 p.m.
& Teconnaissance party of Tegtl, officers proceeded north on Trail
S by motors. About 4 kn fron bivouao area perty was fired upon
by the eneny vho was pubting in an anti-tank qun on the trail. The
party oscaped safely and retumed to bivouac area. Co. I as ordered
Do mave north on Trail 29 to keep contact and contain encny in
present position. &t 6 a.m, the Togtl sttack order was issued,
Troops were o be fed at miduight April 5-6 and attack started at
2 a,m, April 6. Zud Bu vas to follow 3d Bn. on Trail 29. Boundary
upon deployment was Trail 29; the 20d Bu. to be comnitted on of
tomil, "Line of departure was position astride trail 29 held by Co. I.

Apri:

1 5--Bn, noved off at 2 a.m. Order of march, bn, h

ta, moved into the jungle on the right of the trail about damn,

Co. F as in position on imnediate right of Trail 29 and maintained
eontact with Co. K on immediate left of trail, Co. E was on right
% Co. T and Co, G was in support in Tear of Co. E. Bn. C.p., aid
station, and Co. H (less 3 plats) vas on Trail 29, Contact by walkie-
Salkie from Bn. c.p. to Co. E. Shortly after daylight the advance
fhrough the jukle continued. Enemy situation was obscure as contact
had been broken during previous night. The attack progressed readily
through the dense jungle. At 10:30 a.m. Co, T contacted the enemy.
who were taken by surprise and withdrew, slowly after attempting to
deploy, The sound of enemy bugles could be heard, Enemy resistance
1n front of Co. F grew stronger, tut bm. continved to push £

slonly, Co, £ supporting Co. F by firing across its front from high
ground on Tight of Co. F sbaut 1 p.m, Co. E. becamo engaged with
Gnemy who was moving tovard 2d Bn, right flak, Co. G was ordored

to the flank and prevent envelopment. By 3 p.m. Co. F had

Awoyany
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ncomtered neavy resistance and the pressure 1 frout of Cos E
$ad incrensed. Pnomy held strong position on ridge astride Trail
29, The 3d Bn. wes also engaged on left of Trail 29 as was the lst
B, which was wet of the Pantingan river, Forvard progress stopped
ond the €1 mm mortar of 3d Bn. vas put in action against enemy
positions in front of Cos X &F. About 4 p. B

and dig in. Bn. c. p. moved off trail into jungle 200 yards in
rear of Co, B. Vire was lald to companies and Eegt. Patrols from
Co. G had been attempting to contact a bn, of the 334 Inf. (PA)
which was supposed to bs on 2ud Bn. right, Patrols went east to

friendly troops. Bn, mas fed and 5 p.m. and each ran issved 1 pack
Gemel cigarettes. About 6 p.m. bn, was ordered to withiram at once
to former bivouac avea on Trail 29 and avait further ordsrs. E was
ordered to cover withdraval of Bn. and to pull out &t 8 p.m. with-

drewal accomplished successfully, Capt. Murphy with covering force
greived at bivousc area about 10 p.m. Cesualties from day's action

2 MIA.
April 6--At 1 a.m. bn. was formed on Trail 8 near junction
of & and 29 propared to move east. (The bn, medicel truck and the
two

surgeons were mi: Dus to & misunderstanding 4
surgeons had proceeded east on Trail 8. Near junction of Trails
& and 6 their truck was o Ty & road block and an enemy mg openod

Tire on them. Capt. Kostecki was captvred by the enemy. The fate

of the driver s wmknown. Tho above account es related by Lt. Dulin
who took to the jungle and joined the tn. late in the afternoon on
Treil & at the Pantingan river.) The regt, was ordered to p:

ast on Trail 8 to Trail 6, thence south to join the 57th Inf. (FS).
The 2nd bn. was designated as advance guard. The 3d bu. went into
position north of the junction of trails 8 and 9 %o keep Trail 8 open
D me west in case regt was wnable to force its way throvgh to Trail
6. Co. F with 1st plat. Co. C, 19 Tank Bu. (2 tanks) was advance
party, follgwed by Co. B, Ky G, bn., H, regtl has. st
Moving at 3 a.m. with 1 plat Co. T and lst Plat Co. C, 194 Tanks (2nd
Lt, F. E. Riley commanding), as the point. About 5 a.m. just west of
Junetion of Trails 8 and 6 the point encountered an enemy road lock,
The leading tank was knocked out at once and the advance party came

arted

after rounding a curve in Trail & near Trail 6, T hoard the Scouts
in front of us call out "Anti-Tank gun!" The of{icers riding with

. opened up.
The first round hit the leading tank, putting 1t out of action. Tho
Gecond round went over my head. 1 backed the jeep up, attempting to

Aoy
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turn it around on the side of the trail. The third rownd hit
the jeep dn the right front wheel. I was stumed but uninju
The enemy kept firing with his anti-tank gun and small arms,
Allaround me was noise and confusion. I lay on the trail and
shortly after the Scouts opened up on the enemy position with
rifles and ng. The enemy fire became spasmodic and we were abls

to get the men in the leading tank out. The second tank had not
been hit. T assisted Capt. Murphy, who was wounded, back up the
trail, Others were later received to move back to Trail 29,"

The enemy had selected an excellent position for an ambush.
Trail 8 at this point wound around the side of a high hill and
afforded one-ney passage only, To bhe right of the trail rose the
steep hill covered with thick vegetation, To the left there was a
large deep ravine heavy with jungle, The enemy could enfilade the
bn, which had no room to maneuver,

Then the enemy first opened fire on the bu., Yaj, Zaska
and Capt Murphy were wounded and Capt. Davis reported KIA. There
was for a time mich disorder and confusion in the leading cos. Lt.
Hase went forvard and managed with great diffioulty vnder enemy fire
to get some mgs and rifles in action against the enemy positions.
Capt. Amato came forvard and succeeded in getting parts of Cos, E
&T which had lost their c.0.'s in action against the enemy, Lt. liase
had nearly all the ngs in Co, H and every riflenan he could f:
firing at the enemy, The enemy fire became spasmodic under this
heavy concentration of fire power, and control was gained in the bn,
Col. Doyle, c.0. 45th Inf., came forvard and shortly aftermard the
tn, was ordered to withdraw west on trail 8 to the Pantingan river.

4 turn around for the transportation was found where the tanks came
under fire and the bn with its trensportation made a successful with-
dramal at dam. The enemy was kept under mg fire during the move-
ment., (See overlay #14). Casualties: the enlisted casualties are
not accurately known. Co, H reported 4 MTA; the bn. Sgb. Vajor, T
Sgt. Gugman, was missing; 1lst Sgt. Villarina, Co. F, TIA, Further
casualtiss unknom. Anong the officers, Maj. Zwaska and Capt.
Warphy, VIA, Lt. Col. Vright, Capt, Davis and Capt. Toth, NIA,
Capt. Kostecki, after the surrender of Batasn, reported that he
saw two bodies which he believed to be Capt. Davis and Capt. Toth,
the norning after be ves captured by the eneny.
e 2nd bn, reached the Pantigan river about noon April 6,
The regt‘ assenbled at the Pantingan and about 5 p.m. was ordered
%o go into position on the west bank of the Pantingan to protect
the right flank of the lst Corps, The 2nd Bn, was astride Trail g,
flanked by the 1st Bu, on the left and the 3d bn. on the right,
Co. F was on the right flank of the bn; Co. Hf was in position covering
Trail §, Co, I vas on Co, H's left, and Co. G mas on left flank of bn.
There was a temporary reorgenization in the bn, lst Sgb, Ramon
Villanueva took command of Co, E, Lt. Aurelio took over Co. F, and
Gapt. Tassel1 Petierson, belng the senlor oftlser, 1ect in the In,
took charge, 1lst Lt. vm. DeBaker, m, joined bn, as surgeon replace=
ing Capt, Kosteckd, Mk hpril 75 Improved posttion.

April 8--Bn impromd positlon of April 7, About noon the

regt. was ordered to withdrew at dusk and proceed to the Quarantine

ed,

Koy
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'deck at Mariveles. Order of movement was 3d Bn, lst Br
Bn, whicn vas Tear guard.  Troops vore to mrcb,t;vic;“j;y -

Troops was 1ssusd one day's type "CM rat:

were to transport the regt. to 'larivelesi;:;legh:eb:::es Ioich

hving been dispatched to the lst Regular (PA) division 1

of Philippine Division, The regt, started marching Fiteed
b ialthowast xeanl Arks as S et R ey

toro secured to transport tho 3d and lst Bns. The 2ad B

on foot, and daylight 4pril 9 Tound the bn. still on oot ap continied

Suotion of Treil 9 and the West road. Here the officers h Hioy

SO *a surrender. The bu. was marched south of the moor v

‘%o Kn 212 where a bivouac was eswanshad. Capt. Patterson a ?’d

Amato proceeded south in a command car to try to contact re o fcﬂpt

orders. They met Capt. Conn, c.0. Shivice Gy e

and the 3d bn, were in Yariveles and the lst bn. was strung out
ito road north of lariveles, Capt. Conn had the Tegtl. kitche
o ain asenbled on a trail west of km 2-5 and he suggested that he
o thore until further orders would be secured. This plan
oved and the officers of the 2ud bm, started to patrol the
x transportation, Then enough trucks and buses
were secured the bn was moved to km 2-5, kitchens set up and a
bivouao established. Tater was e by truck from the Binuanguan
Ziver. Tt Dulin and Lt. DeBaker, with an ambulance full of wounded,
were sent south to try to get to Hospital #1.
In he afternoon it was learned that Col. Doyle, c.o. 45th,
e Gorregidor, Telephone commmications with ist Corps
The b, was informed that lst Corps was out of
o otion with Gen. King's hgs. As far as 1st Corps was concerned
e as no surrender; and for the bn. to be prepared to defend
to the south.
To the evening Oapt, V. F. Sayre, ¢.0. 65 Qi Pack train,
and nas cbfieere, Gapty Hckelson, vc, st It Berbert Ott, TC,
and 2nd Lt, Wn, Duncan, joined the T,
bn. Lhat bhe surrender was official

torcycls a patrol co-n.&ctad Capt,
Siedenstein who ves posted on gusrd on the west m-d white
flag., The Jap ‘told Capt. Bledenstein to have the bn. L nar i
north toward Bagac, and then moved on, Since there were no officers
Tup party and 1t wes late in the afternoon, the bn, officers
aacmea %o mait ti11 morning and contact some Japanese officers.
ol ToGapt, Conn and Cept, Pajterecn wert to 1st Corpe
has, sarly in the morning.  They retumned 4o the b, with tro Inpies
R said to put a1 eres o seanaportetion near the
‘imoracen ana Fiiipino officers wonld go by motor to il
o, Tine men eoula march Sithes to bagae op Neriveles, Nost of
the men chose Bagac. Nearly all Co. F plus a few soldiers from

afternoon & Japanesa nof

~ houiny
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other companies chose lariveles. lst Sgt. Villarina, Co. F,
was put in charge of those going to lariveles and given & pass
by the Japanese. No pass was necessary for those going to
Bagac,

apt. Conn had some type C Rations with the kitchen train.
These were distributed, each man getting 3 days ration. The
surplus was divided among platoon sgts. to use as the situation
demanded. Officers and men parted at 1 p.m.

This history has of necessity been written entirely from
memory. It is not, therefore, £o be considered a complete
or thoroughly accurate history, An effort has been made to
check on dates and the dispositions of the bn. in action, and
it is believed that the history is fairly accurate in those
respects, It is is hoped that this account of the bn's activitier
can be used after the war as a basis for a more accurate and com-
plete history.

L Auotny
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Tar Prisoners Concentration Camp # 1
Cabanatuan, Nueva feije, P. I.
December 9, 1942

Eistory and spproxinate diary of the 3rd battalion, 45th Infantry
(P.5) during the Philippine campaign (December 8, 1941 to April
9, 192).

At the beginning of the war, December 8, 1941, tho organization
and strength of the 3rd battalion 45th Infantry (P.S.) was
as follows: The ba

proxi-
nately as follows: The battalion consisted of threo rifle companies,
s el sty ) el il s ad
quarters com a'medical . strength of

on as stated above, present for duty, was approximately
530 nen (Philipyins Soouts), and 10 dmerican officers.

The offloer peraomnel of i bettalion yas a8 follons:-
Vajor Dudley G, Str: Battalion Comnander
Captain Clifton 4. R Battalion Adjutant

Battalion Supply Officer
Lt. George B. loore Company T (Condg)

20d Lt. Raynond H. MeCarthy Company K (Condg)

1st Lt. Heary J, Pierce Gougeny L (Conde) -

2nd Lt. 4. W Uirich Gompany L (cm,; omm)

Captain Louis & Bosheck Conpar or

1st Lt. Ralph &, Berkelhamer Medical De%- (Condg)

1st Lt. Tillian do Baker Wedical Det.

Inmediately upon receiving information that a state of var
existed betweon the United States and Japan, the battalion was ordered
to make preparations for an immediate move to the field. Necessary
Boeperations vera sade and at sbout 2:00 PA the battalion soved toa
bivouac area approximately 250 miles southeast of the Fort William
HeKinley cmm«;. s posmon the remainder of the day, Decem-
ber 8, was ition, individual equipnent, and Gigging fox
hole or prutectizm against expected eneny airc

here was o enemy activity during the day, but at sbuth il
A Decenber 9th the battalion received word that every plane

notors were heard
in the gonoral direction of Cavite, Tus plancs camo alnost ammy
vt o il aChor bonling Binhels a1 SHlky otetaunen &l sren e~
Kinley and destroyed a radio station just off the post and 200 yards west
of the road to lanila.

December the 9th and 10th was spent drawing and issuing equip-
nent, such as service gu rasks, Loading naching gun bolts completing
the drawing and issuing of ammnition o be taken with the bettalion
into the field, and getting cogazm- necessary civilian S
‘ion to move the battalion as part of the Togiment,

(Our army trans-
portation mas inadequate.) . 9

Awouny.
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Enemy planes straffed the area during the day of December
10 but no casualties resulted. At about 6:30 P.M. orders were
received for the regiment to move north, with the probable des-
tination being Aparri, and the first bivouac being made in the
vicinity of Angeles,

1st Lt. Croom was directed to take a driver and two runners
and proceed immediately to the vicinity of Angeles to locate and
organize a bivouac area for the 45th regiment which was expected
to arrive there at midnight, This mission was accomplished, but
the plans for the movement were changed in the vicinity of the
zig-zag south east of Olongapo, The move accomplished with the
regiment arriying at the destination about daylight the morning
of December 11,

The 3rd battalion moved on to the zig-sag and was ordered to
organize and prepare a defensive position astride the road at the
zig-zag.

The period December 11 to December 17 was spent organizing
reconnoitering trails of probable enemy approach, cutting off ( )
tops, and in general getting ready for battle. Many lights of
heavy bombers, dive bombers, and scout planes were observed from
one bivouac area during theis period but we were not bothered by
any of them at this point. the afternoon of December 16,
1st Lt. Croom assumed command of C. I (
to his duties as battalion ( ) relieved of his' command
and ( as second command of Co, I, This
was only change in the officer personnel of the battalion up to
this time,

At daylight the morning of December 17 a detachment of about
seven, a civilian guide, and lst Lt. Moore, who was in command
left for a reconnalssance trip by foot over the Tanig-Moron Trail
to Moron., The detachment had instructions to join the battalion
by way of Bagac as soon as the mission was completed.

At 4:30 P.M,, December 17, the battalion was ordered to pre-
pare to move, as part of the regiment, to Bataan in the vicinity
of Bagac, Preparations for the move were completed and the battalion
moved as part of the regiment at 7:00 P.M. due to the movement being
made after dark and without lights two buses were wrecked. Co, I
losing one while crossing a narrow bridge, injuring about 10 men
but killing none, Co. I, losing one when it ran off an embankment
and turned bottom side up injuring slightly 4 men including the lst
Sergeant. Therest of the trip was made with only minor mishaps.
The battalion arrived at its bivouac area, KP 147, Bagac-Pilar road,
at approximately 4:30 A.M., December 18, Due to fatigue of the men
and the darkness, no great attempt was made to organize the area,
The transportation was moved off the road and the men were permitted
to geb us much sleep as possible. As daylight came, the transporta-
tion was moved deeper into the woods for cover against enemy air-
craft snd breakfast was served at about 7:30 4.M. After breakfast,
Major Strickler ordered a check-up on all equipment and transporta-
tion to ascertain their condition after the night move.
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At 11:30 A.M., December 18, lst Lt. Croom was ordered to
get ready to move 1 rifle platoon com "I" and 1 machine gun
platoon co. "M" to Horon for beach defense in that vicinity.
Preparations were made and the force moved out at 12:15 P,M, for
Voron with 1st Lt. Croom in command.

At 1:30 P.M. the same day, a similar detachment of 1 rifle
platoon Co. "L" and 1 machine gun platoon Co, "M", with 2nd Lt.
Ulrich in command, was sent to Kalbobo point to guard the beach
area in that vicinity against an enemy landing. This force
arrived at its destination and reported in to the battalion by
telephone upon its arrival. No enemy activity was noted in the
Kaibobo area and this force was relievéd by a wnit of Philippine
Army and joined the battalion a few days later.

The distance from Bagac to Yoron is only 25 km., but due to
bus trouble the Moron detachment was delayed and did not arrive at
its destination until 4:30 P.M. A hurried reconnaissance was made
and after placing lookouts along the beach, the rest of the force
was ordered to eat and get as mich rest as possible. The might
passed without event. The next day, December 19, was suent in
organizing the position and making plans for defense in case of an
attempted enemy landing. Major Strickler arriver at 4:30 P, bring-
ing with him 1st Lt. Moore who took command of the detachment. 1st
Lt. Croom returned with Major Strickler and rejoined his company
which had been moved, along with the rest of the battalion, to &
bivouac area just off the Bagac-Pilar road sovtheast of the river
crossing (KP) 151.5.)

On the morning of December 20, the battalion was ordered to
bezin preparations for defense of the beaches including Bagac beach,
Pusinay beach, and Sasayan beach, with Bagac and Pusinay beaches get-
ting the priority. Co. "I" (Less 1 platoon) and Co, "L" (Less 1
platoon) were assigned to Pusinay beach while Company ¥ (Less 2
platoons) and Co, K were assigned to Bagac beach,

Work began immediately on the preparation of these positions.
The Moron detachment was relieved a few days later by Co, "KM
which was in turn relieved a short time later when a Philippine
Army Division moved into the ioron sector,

The period December 20 - January 16 was spent generally in pre-
paring defensive positions inthe Bagac e company officers
and platoon sergeants were taken on reconnai: e hikes by the bat-
talion commander all during this period. Sach company in the bat-
tallon was marched over the main trails in the rear area of the posi-
tions in order to familiarize each men with the "key" trails to be
vsed in case of an attack,

On the afternoon of January 16 the battalion received orders
o move to the front, Everything was ready as we had been expect-
ing the move for about 4 days. The first stage of the move was by
bus and this started just after dark. At KP 142, Bagac-Pilar road,
e unloaded and started hiking along a trail northeast toward Bani.
The hike was slow as the trail was very rought at places, and the
weapon carriers of the whole unit were continually getting stuck in
mud holes that appeared as soon as only a few vehicles passed over
the trail, The battalion finally went into bivouac at 5:45 aM,
approximately 3 KM, southwest of Bani,

IM)yvo ~
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After a very trying hike, made more so by the troops having to

help pull and push vehicles through the mud all night. The

battalion spent the day resting after dig fox holes for pro- -
tection against aircraft which were continually flying over us
trying to locate anything that presented a target.

Details were sent back to get vehicles which were stuck so
bad that they could not be pulled out in the darkness of the
night before,

At about 4:30 PM, January 17, the battalion received orders
to continue the move, as part of the regiment, toward the front
with the probable destination the dbucay hacienda. The battalion
moved out at dark and merched until 5:30 M, Janvary 18. Due to 3
the lack of previous reconnaissance and as the guides sent out by
the regiment did not know the trails, only about 5 1/2 miles were
covered that night. This resulted in the battalion marching back
and forth over unknown trails, only actually covering little
ground. When we finally halted at 5:30 AM, it was necessary to at
least partially dig in as enemy planes began to circle our area
right after daylight. The battalion was fed and ordered to get
some rest, but enemy bombers kept flying over our area, and occa-
sionally dropping bombs just at random it seemed, as no casnalties
resulted from the bombing.

A4t 10:30 that morning, orders were received to proceed on to-
ward the hacienda, and to be readr in position to jump off for the
planned attack at 4:00 P.M, The-battalion made ready to move and
at 11330 A.M., moved out across country carrying weapons by hand,
The order of March being Co. "I", Co. "K", Co. "L", and Co. "M",
The going was very rough and frejuent rest stops had to be made
and stragglers rounded up.

Dark came and the battalion was still quite a long distance

rom 1ts 4:00 PM objective, Just at twilight we were met by some
guides from a Philippine Army Units which were to direct us into
our position, Due to darkness and having to traverse three very
steep ravines in which it was necessary to hold on to a wire line
(Telephone line), and feel your way along step by step. ‘Progress
was slower than ever, and upon coming out of the last ravine into
a cane field it was decided to post local security and get a rest.
By the time the stragglers caught up it was 4:30 AM January 19th, |
and it was also found that only companies "I", "K", and part of L'
vere present, The remainder of the night was a nizhtmare for about
the time we settled down to rest "fire crackers" began to pop all
around the area, and it seemed at first we were being attacked from
all sides. A4s time sent by no bullets were heard nor casuvalties
reported and it was decided that patrols would go out for a short
distance from the area to try to ascertain that was causing all the
noise. It was discovered that at last we were victims of a much
heard of "fire cracker attack", the crackers probahly having been
dropped the evening before by enemy planes. Vhile back in rear
areas many rumors drifted back about such enemy tactics and during
our battles in Abucay we had "fire crackers" practically all the
time to contend with,
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Company "M and the remainder of Company "L' joined the
leading part of the battalion just after dawn. The battalion
commander returned from the regimental C.P. at about 7:00 A,M.
and issved orders to eat class "O" rations and prepare for the
attack at 10:00 A.M. The order of lfarch vas company "L' advance
gvard, followed by companies "I" and "K' with one machine gun
platoon company ™" attached to each rifle company and the 8lmm
mortar section attached to company "I, Thebattalion moved
through the cane field to the hacienda road and headed northwest,
As the point of the advance gnard reached a point along the road
about 350 yards northvest of the hacienda, fire was received from
the right flank, killing one man instantly, This vas our first
casvalty of the war from rifle fire, and the battalion halted for
further developements, 4s soon as Vajor Strickler looked the
situation over, orders were issued to attack the right on an
azimith of about 10" with the south bank of Alongon ( ? ) river
as ‘he objective, The attack started and due to heavy bamboo
thickets along with a deep ravine which ran diagonally across
our front, there was a tendsncy for the vnits on the right flank
Yo shift to the left, causing quite a bit of coafusion, also
some units had essy terrain to cross while others had +o look for
trails down into the ravine in order to get across to the other
side.

As the first units of the battalion reached the objective,
orders were received from regimental headquarters to withdran
to the hacienda road, These orders were transmitted to the com-
panies of the battalion and the withdraval started irmedistely,
Before the withdraval was completed, orders were received from
General Lough directly to the battalion for the battalion not to
withdraw but to attack, so as soon as the company commanders mere
contracted and the units turned about, we attacked again over the
same area. This tims the battalion fron was from left to right,
Companies "K", "L" and "I, Company "K" having been pulled from
the right flank and put in on the left flank, The objective was
obtained with little trouble, Companies "K" and "L" had several
casualties, and one machine gun squad from company "M attached
to Company "L" was almost entirely wiped out and its gun lost due
to shots which hit the water jacket,

E}

The batta ition was along the south bank of the
é}gngmth Tirst battalion of the 31st Tnfantry
on our right flank. The afternoon vas spent improving the posis
tion for a defensive stand.

About dark when a party of three men were going to the rear
on their way to the battalion G.P., it was found that some enemy
snipers were in rear of our line, and we had to put vp with thiy
sitvation for the remainder of the time that we were in bhis posi-
tdon. The night passed slowly as the battalion was wable to get
much rest due to the explosion of 'fire crackers which were gong
off all around us at irregular intervals all during bhe night.
The explosion of these "fire crackers" sounded 1ike the fire of
the enemy rifle and machine guns. At times a form of traces
projectils would coms sailing from almost any direction, over our
position, No casvalties resulted, and the men soon got used to
having a battle of "fire crackers" raging on all sides at Qiffec
Tent times during the dsy and night,
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The 81 mm mortar was set up and at different intervals the
area in front of our position was "worked over" with mortar fire
jusf: to be sure that the enemy did not concentrate for any attack
against our line,

The day of January 20 was spent further improving the batta-
lion position. Dive bombers dropped bombs all around our area,
but no casualties resulted, The sitnation seemed to be that the
enemy planned to launch an attack but was not quite ready, so we
Just held our own and waited for developments.

On Jenuary 21, there was an increase in enemy activity, more
bombers came over our position, and patrols reported the enemy
moving into position in front of our area in large numbers. The
"fire crackers" continued and when some of our troops became
careless and left cover, well hidden snipers would pick them off,
It was impossible to locate the snipers because of the noise
similar to small arms fire being made by the exploding "fire
cracker"”,

During the late afternoon, it became evident that the enemy
was concentrating for an attack around our left flank, Scouting
patrols sent out reported the enemy in large groups with more
moving in all the time. At about 4:00 P.M., the enemy put down
mortar fire on our general position, with only two or three
slight casvalties resulting. The 31st Infantry battalion on our
right received some almost direct hits, wounding several men, and
at about 5:00 P.M.,, they were ordered to withdraw from the posi=
tion, leaving our right flank exposed, Company "I" put our flank
security immediately and the battalion held fast awaiting orders
from battalion headquarters.

At about 6:00 P.I., Captain Croom received orders from
Major Strickler to pull the battalion back to the hacienda, The
order of withdrawal was: Company "I", Company "K' and Company "LV
with machine gun units attached, The mortar section came out with
Company "I". During the pull back of about 500 yards, the shell
units of the battalion received some small arms fire but no casval-
ties resulted. All ammunition and equipment belonging to the
battalion was brought out with us, plus some 81 mm mortar amm-~
nition, loaded machine gun belts, hand grenades, and several cases
of rifle ammunition which had been left behind by other units dur-
ing their withdrawal,

Upon our arrival at the hacienda, Major Strickler directed
the battalion to a bivouac area in a cane field about 1,000 yards
southeast of the hacienda and about 300 yards west of the main
road,

The bivouac area was organized and all companies were ordered
to dig holes and put our local security. The battalion at this
time became part of the reserve. -

The battalion spent January 22 ‘resting, digging fox holes,
etc. Company "I" sent out a patrol commanded by lst Lt. Moore,
and Compang "L" sent out a patrol commanded by 2nd Lt. _Ulrich.
These patrols worked along the trails going into the h1115_on the
west flank of the general defensive position, and upon their re-
turn, both patrols reported enemy concentrations in front of our
left flank, All thoughout the day, the battalion bivouac area
was subjected to artillery fire and dive bombing, with no casual-
ties resulting.

eyl
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On the morning of Jamuary 23, Company "I" and Company "L
again sent out patrols which reported enemy movement to our left
flank, In the early afternoon, Company "K" was moved to the
front and put into position betmeen Companies "A", 31st Tnfantry
and "K", 3lst Infantry, During the late afternoon, Company "L"
was moved to the northwest edge of the cane field about 500 yards
behind the front line and with its right flank on the hacienda
road, The mission of Company L was to be in close support and to
be able to move right into the line in case the enemy tried a
break-through along the hacienda road, Company "I" and Gompany "
Temained on the alert as battalion reserve in the bivouac area,

AL1 during the day, the bivouac area was subjected to bombing
and artillery bombardment; no casvalties resulted. The night was
spent with both companies ready for & movement at a moment's notice,
but daylight, January 24, came and still the big enemy offensive
had not started, During the early morning, the enemy began to
exert more pressure on the front line and in the early afternoon,
Company "I" was ordered to move toward the front to a position in
a ravine behind Company "4", 31st Infantry and Company "K', 45th
Infentry. About 5:00 P.M., the 1st platoon, Company "I', was pushed
into the front line to fill a gap which was developing between
Companies "A" 31st Infantry, and "K", 45th Infantry,

At about 6:00 P,M., orders were issued that a withdrawal was
to be made, with units of the 31st Infantry furnishing the shell
to cover the withdrawal, Company "L", 45th Infantry, was to held
the line along the northwest edge of the cane field west of the
hacienda road until the main units came thru, then to withdraw it-
self under cover of the shell which was to pull out at 7:30

bout 6:45 P.IM., the sector occupied by company "4
Infantry and 1st platoon, Company "I", 45th Infantry and Company
"K", 45th Infantry, was subjected to a heavy concentration of
enemy mortar and artillery fire. It seemed that all units tried
to pull out together. Company "I", 45th Infantry, which was
supposed to pull out beginning at just before 7:00 P.if. and which
was prevented from doing doing so until about 7:10 P.H, by the
heavy shelling found itself actually between the enemy and the shell
covering force, which came out too early. Company "I" then fell
back to the west corner of the cane field about 700 yards behind
and slightly to the Tight of its original position in the front
line, and then due to the fact that some remants of friendly troops
had no reached a point of safety and that the enemy was in hot pur-
suit, set up a delaying position, This position was held for
approximately thrity minutes, And then Company "I" with the ex-
ception of one officer and 16 men was directed to fall out of the
position and sent sent to the rear under direction of the first
sergeant, The small covering force remained in position for
approxinately twenty minutes and then pulled back to the hacienda
road.

Upon reaching the road a unit of the 3lst Inf, of approxi-
mately the samo size as our force, was contacted; and delaying po-
sition was organized,
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The enemy, which was in hot pursuit, soon came along the road
and was ambushed, causing at least a momentary halt in their
advance. The covering force, composed of the mit of Company "IN
45th Inf., and the unit of the 31st Inf., was pulled back along
the road a distance of approximately 200 yards and immediately
set up a second delaying position. This delaying action was re-
peated five different times, at which time the covering force
gained conta€t with friendly troops which were organizing a
holding position across the hacienda road. Najor Strickler was
directing the troops at this point and as Captain Croom came
through the position with this covering unit he was directed to
continue to the rear, organize the battalion, (with the excep-
tion of Company "L" which was being put into position along with
units of the 31st Infantry, at this point) and march it to KM.P.
142 on the Bagac-Pilar road, at which place Major Strickler
would rejoin the battalion.

Major Strickler stayed at the holding position with Company

_"L" and at three otclock the following morning, January 25th,
this force was loaded on buses and transported to a bivouac area
at KM.P/ 147 Bagac-Pilar road. lajor Strickler met the marching
unit of the battalion at KM,P. 142 Bagac-Pilar road and this unit
Jjoined Company "L" in the bivovac area,

The battalion was fed and at 1:00 P.M. orders were given for
the battalion to march via trail 7 to trail 5 and then west along
trail 5 to a vibouac area about 1500 yards from the junction of
trails 5 and 7. This march was made while enemy planes were con-
tinmually circling overhead and was very slow because of the neces-
sity of taking cover from the dive bombérs as we went along.

The bivouac area was reached at about 5:00 P.M, and the men
who by this time were almost completely exhausted, from loss of
sleep for several nights and having to march approximately 32
miles during the past 18 hours, settled dom to get a night's
rest,

The morning and early afternoon of the following day,
January 26th, was spent cleaning weapons and equipment. At 4:00
P.M. the battalion received orders to move at once by foot to a
bivovac area just east of the Mariveles road and on the south
bank of the Sasayan river. The battalion promptly moved out

and began the march via trail 5, 7 and 9 to the new bivonac area,
arriving at about 12:30 .M., January 27th, The battalion was or-
dered to get some rest and at daylight to dig foxholes.

At about 10:00 A.}. January 27th orders were received for
the battalion to move south along Mariveles road to the vicinity
of KM.P. 191, at which place a guide mas to meet the battalion
and direct it into an area where it was reported that from 17 to
25 enemy snipers had landed from the sea, and were causing quite
a bit of trouble. The battalion made ready to m-ve, transporta-
tion was secured, and we moved out immediately. The order of
march was Company "I", Company "K", Battalion Headsuarters, Com-
pany "L", and Company "M". Captain Croom, Company "I", commander
was taken with Major Strickler in a comnand car, and went on ahead
of the battalion to locate the guide. The guide met us ab K,P,
193.4 approxinately, and as soon as the leadins unit of the hatta-
Llion ar ived at this point it was unloaded and continued on foot
domn the Guinanan Point Trail,
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A guide was left at the road junction to direct the other units
as they arrived. Major Strickler contacted Major Sherry, who was
the commander of the troops that were at the time in contact with
the enemy, at his C.P. lMajor Strickler made a reconnaissance
along the front line, accompanied by the three battalion officers
who had arrived by this time, and it was decided that our batta-
lion would not relieve the present attacking force composed of
units of: Headquarters Squadron 5th In P Command, Head-
quarters F.E.4.S.C., 19th Bomb, Sq., 27th Bomb, 5g., Air warning
detachment, P.A., P.4.A.C., and Constabulary, until the following
morning, as some units of our battalion did not arrive until
after dark, The above force totaled between 525 and 550 men.
Major Sherry was in command of the totel force of Philippine
Troops while the Anerican air force wnits (148) men commanded by
Captain Greeley was attached to him for duty. All companies of
our battalion were ordered to feed and get some rest in prepara-
tion for the action planned for the next day.

At daylight the morning of January 28th the battalion was
fed and made ready to move into position. The plan of action was
as follows: The front line was approximately 900 yards from
beach to beach, and as it was necessary to cover each yard of the
line with fire, a skirmish line was formed from left to right
Company "K", Company "I", Company "L" with a machine gun platoon
from Company "4 attached to each rifle company, The companies
were moved into position about 25 yards behind the front line
forming a line of askirmishes from beach to beach, with machine
gun units in position along the line of points where it was
felt that the worst enemy resistance was to be offered., The
beaches on the battalion flanks, which were below the cliff line,
were protected by the air corps units, commanded by Captain
Greeley, which were attached to our battalion, having been relieved
from the Philippine irmy Force.

At 8:30 A.M. the attack started. A4s soon as the 45th Inf,
attacking force passed through the P.A. units vhich were being
relieved, the relieved units were withdrawn and assembled, the
relief having been compdeted.

The attacking force met heavy enemy resistance and casualties
became numerous, Due to the density of the woods, which presented
limited visabllity to the attacking force; having to go against
an enemy which was dvg in, and had many saipers in trees along
the front, the advance was very slow, and the casvalties high,
4t about 10:30 A.M. Captain Besbsck, "M' company commander who
was acting as assistant to the battalion commander, was seriously
injured by enemy small arms fire while making a recomnaissance
for the battalion commander along the front line. At this time
Captain Croom, "I" company commander returned to duty with batta-

lion headquarters, and lst Lt. Moore, assumed command of Company-
e

The entire battle line was in a dense jvnzde, visibility was
poor, the fighting was at a very close range, and our attacking
force could not move without making a noise, which apparently let
the enemy know where they were, The enemy, from their concealed
positions, took advantage of any "give-iway" movements made by
our troops, and casualties occurred all along the line.



Many times casualties occured and the nearest man to the casual-
ty was unable to locate where the fire was coming from, The ene-
my never made any movements or signs of attacking our force, but
Jjust lay in walt for us to make a move and when we did casualties
occurred and we still could not see even one enemy, At this point
it was decided to use machine guns against snipers in trees. The
guns were set up just in rear of the front line and trees that
might offer any cover to snipers were "shat-up" from top to bottom.
This was a slow process and each morning for a few days more sni-
pers were in the trees to bother us,

The advance made by the battalion during the day was small,
at some points the total advance was only from ten to fiftcen
yards (see overlay map), while both flanks of the battalion were
able to move forward a distance of about a hundred yards, Durin
the day Major Strickler decided that the enemy force vas many times
the number first reported, and that an additicnal force was needed
to carry on the attack properly. Company "B", 57th Inf., command-
ed by Captain nthony, was attached for duty and joined the 45th
Inf, battalion after dark,

it about 5:00 P.M, the attack was stopped and orders were
issved for the battalion to dig in for the night. During the
night it was necessary to keep almost every man awake and at his
post because of the possibility of the enemy truing to slip
through our lines under cover of darkness, and then having to
£ind out too late that the area behind our line was infested with
snipers.

Just before daylight the following morning, the troops were
brought back in small groups to a position just in rear of the
front line and fed.

Major Strickler made a reconnaissance of the entire battalion
front line, and just after daylight, Janvary 29th, that the
attack was resumed, with two platoons of Company "B" going into
position on the battalion right flank. The machine gun platoon
and one rifle platoon of Company "B" were held in battalion reserve.

Due to the heavy casualties which were occurrinz, it was
decided to use mortar fire in front of our front line at points
where the enemy resistance appeared strongest. The mortar squad
had been working on a position for the mortar and by this time
it was ready for use, lMajor Strickler directed Captain Croom to
put the mortar into use against the enemy position as soon as
possible. Each company area was checked as to location of pro-
bable targets, a walkie-talkie radio was put at the mortar loca~-,
tion and Captain Croom took one with him along the front line so
that it was possible to direct each shot that was fired,

At 5:00 P.M. the attack stopped and the battalion dug in for
the night, 1st Lt. Chaney and three members of Company "B",
57th Inf,, were missing in action while making a reconnaissance
along the right sector-of the line. The 3rd battalion casvalties
were heavy again during!'the days figiting, The progress during
the day was about the same as tle first day, with the flanks being
able to advance while the center of the battalion was facing
heavy resistance, and having mmerous casualties,

I
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They left flank of Company "K' had reached the edge of a ravine
along the cliff line and it was decided that they would hold
this position until the battalion line could be straightened out,
with the other units of the company advancing with the left
f£lank of the company as a pivot while keeping in contact with
Company "I" on its right.

The battle went on the 30th and 31st almost in the same
manner as described above, with the exception that NMajor Strick-
ler personally pushed Company "BM forward until its right flank
was at white rock (see overlay), with the hopes that such a
move would force the ememy to pull back to protect his flank,

The enemy held and we continued to advance slowly and with heavy
casualties.

Just about dark the night of January 31lst some memhers of
Company "I" observed enemy movement in front of the second pla-
toon, Sergeant Cabiles and three members of his platoon jumped
from their foxholes and made a dash over to the observed enemy
positions and at this point killed or wounded several of the
enemy and returned to their own positions with three enemy rifles,
a helmet, and several of the enemy flags. The surprise was
complete and none of the attacking party were injured. (Sgt.
Cabiles later received a silver star for gallantry in action
during this episode.)

At daylight the morning of February lst heavy mortar fire
was put down on the area in front of Company "I" and Company "L'.
Some advance was made by moving forward just as soon as the mor-
tar fire was lifted. Major Strickler made a trip along the front
line about 9:00 A.M. to observe the effects of the mortar fire,
and returned to his C.P., upon completing his inspection, at
about 10:30 A.M.

At about 12:00 noon, Major Strickler went to the front again
accompanied by his runner. Upon his arrival at the front the
runner was sent on a separate mission, and ¥ajor Strickler contin-
ued on along the battle line alone., The last place that he was
observed was at about the middle of the Company "B" Sector. After
the Major had failed to return to the C.P. in a reasonable time,
and all efforts to locate him had failed, it was felt that he had
probably either been killed or wounded by an enemy sniper as he
went through the woods alone. & search was made all along the
front line and along trails leading from the C.P. to the front,
but no trace of Major Strickler was found.

Captain Croom assumed command and the battalion prepared for
the night in the usual manner, Regimental headquarters was noti-
fied by phone that Major Strickler was missing.

About dark vord was received that a group of enemy landing
barges were being moved south from the vicinity of Olongapo, and
a probable enemy attempt to reinforce that unit on the points was
to be made. Upon receiving this information plans for the defense
of our point were made and the companies issued orders as to the
action to be taken in case an enemy landing on our rear flank was
successful. At about 8:30 P.M. several heavy shells were fired
by enemy naval craft into our positions, but no casvalties result-
ed.
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The telephone system at the point was hooked up and all lines
were left open to the following units: One phone on south

(left) flank of Company "K', one phome on white rock (right

flank of Company "B"), one phone on north cliff line of Guinauan
peninsula, one phone on Aglaloma Point, and one phone at General
Pierce's Headquarters (for directing artillery). As the enemy
attack commenced we had direct observation for the artillery,

and the fifty caliber machine guns on the cliff edges on both
the north and south sides of the Peninsula were able tg fire
right into any barge that came in their zome., The thirty caliber
machine guns at white rock and on the left flank of Company "K"
were able to take care of any attempted landing directly on the
point, Ve also had the help of a P-40 which was strafing the
barges as they neared the shore line, The combination of all
this was enough to keep the enemy from being successful in his
attempted landing at our position. 4s each attempt was beaten off.
Our troops in the front line were able to maintain their position
even though the enemy which were already on land put up a real
battle while the landing was being attempted.

On the morning of February 2nd the acting battalion command-
er checked the front line, and the attack continued, The batta-
lion by this time was only about half strength due to casnalties,
and the men were dead dired from loss of sleep and exposure,
During the attack the night before it was necessary to send head-
quarters and Mess personnel to the battle line to help contain
the enemy while the attempted landing was being staged.

At 4:00 P.M. Captain Croom called General Pierce and made a
request for some tanks with hipes that with his help we would be
able to contimue the push successfully. This request was granted
and three tanks of Company "C", 192nd tank battalion, under
command of Second Lieutenant Hay, were sent to our position, arri-
ving at about 5:15 P.M, After a hurried reconnaissance made by
the tank platoon commander it was decided to drive the tanks into
the edge of the ememy position and spray the area with machine
gun fire. This was done but the tanks soon beat a hurried
retreat when an enemy 37 mm gun was observed right in front of
the leading tank. (This gun was out of order due to our mortar
fire, but this was not know at the time,) After quite a discus-
sion, 2nd Lt. Hay decided to have a second try the morning of
February 3rd. The battalion was then ordered to dig in and pre-
pare for the night.

Colonel Donald Hilton, Executive Officer of the 45th Inf-
antry Regiment, joined the battalion late that afternoon and
assumed command,

Early the morning of February 3rd the tanks returned to our
position and after a thorough reconnaissance by the tank commander,
it was decided to begin the attacks again, The tanks pulled into
the front line and sprayed the area with machine gun fire, while
the troops moved forward, Some progress was made all along the
left half of the battalion during the day. The progress was very
slow as the area was covered with stumps and trees cut down during
battle, this foreing the tanks to be careful in their movement for
fear of getting stuck on a stump or log. During the afterncon it
vas decided to get a radio control car for the next day to work
in conjunction with the tanks, as control of the tanks was very




difficult, At about 5:00 P.M. the battalion dug in for the
night and plans were made for the following day.

4 detachment of approximately 70 men from the 2lst pursuit
squadron,commanded by Captain Dyess, was attached and joined
the battalion at about 11:00 o'clock that night in order to
assist in the following day's battle.

Just after daylight the morning of February 4th the batta-
lion made ready for the attack. The reinforcements which had
joined the battalion the night before were divided
groups (4 group and B group) of about 35 men each, Group "A"
went into the line with the left platoon of Company "I" while
Group "B" went into the line between the first and second pla-
toons Of Co. "L", 5 tanks and 1 radio car arrived for the
attack at about 8:30 A.M. and after a reconnaissance pulled
into position along the battalion line, The tanks were assigned
numbers £rom left to right (1, 2, 3, 4, 5), and by using walkie-
tallie radios right along with the troops and having one radio
back with the radio control car it was possible to direct each
tank in its movements. Progres: s made all along the line and
when the attack was halted for the day the enemy was pushed back
almost to the cliff line (See Vap).

The casualties for the day were heavy both among the scout
troops and attached air corps troops. Captain Croom was wounded
by small arms fire, but was able to remain with the battalion,

The following morning, February 5th, the attack was resumed
in approximately the manner as the previous day, The cliff line
was reached by noon, but attempts to send patrols dom the ravine
to the beach or around the points along the beach in order to
finish off the enemy resulted in casualties. The enemy was hid
from view and held positions which commanded any approach to their
position below the cliff line. During the afternoon the tanks
teturned to their command as no further use of them was required.
The battalion dug in along the cliff line and put out patrols
dom along the beach to prevent any enemy from escaping through
or around our lines,

The following day, February 6th, was spent trying to induce
the remaining enemy below the cliff to surrender but to no avail,
Crenades, smoke rags sosked in oil, etc., were throm over the
cliff but only one enemy soldier came out to surrender and that
was in the late afternoon. This soldier reported that he was
the last left alive below the cliff but any attempt to go below
the cliff resulted in casualties. Late that afternoon Col. Hilton
contacted General Pierce's Headquarters and it was decided to get
& gun boat to come up from HMariveles and shell the cliff from
the sea side in order to drive the enemy, which were in the caves
‘below the cliff line out, Captain Croom accompanied by Lt, Lackey
was sent to General Pierce's Headquarters to get instructions and
to go on to Mariveles that night and come up with the boat the
following morning, to help direct the shelling of the cliff line,
& boat was not available for use the next morning, so after a
diseussion with Col., Sherry, engineers officer for the sector, it
was decided to try dynamiting the cliffs the next day, and see if
that would close the caves,




The folloring morning, February 5th, the attack was resumed
in approximately the manner as the previous day. The cliff line
was reached by noon, but attempts to send patrols down the ravine
to the beach or arovnd the poines along the beach in order to finish
off the enemy resulted in casualties. The enemy was hid from view
and held positions which commanded any approach to their position
below the cliff line, During the afternoon the tanks returned to
their command as no further use of them was required. The batta-
lion dug in along the cliff line and put out patrols dowm along

‘the beach to prevent any enemy from escaping through or around
our lines.
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farly the next morning, February 7th, Engineer Personnel
under the direction of Col, Sherry proceeded to Quinan Point
and the morning was spent lowering charges of dynamute over the
CLiff in front of the caves with ropes. Te don't know how much
damage this did but enemy were still present and fired on any
patrols which attempted to go beloy the cliff. That afternoon
the area was dive bombed and several casualties resulted.

The following morning, February &th, boats came up from
Mariveles and after shelling the cliff line at close range two
groups in boats vnder command of Captain Dyess came ashore and
assisted by patrols sent dom from the cliff above the last
enemy resistance was wiped out, Just after the boats had finished
shelling the cliff enemy, dive bombers came and bombed the area
¥illing 5 and wounding several of our troops, The boats were also
straffed and bombed.

With the job finished the battalion made ready to move to a
bivcuac area to reorganize and get some rest. The burial detail
came in during the afternoon and began to clear up the area. -
Just before dark Captain Croom was detailed to proceed to the vici-
nity of the Mariveles Road Bobo Point Road junction and organize
a bivouac area for the battalion. The firal units of the battalion
arrived in the selected area around 11:30 P.M. that night.

The following morning, February 9th, the battalion bivouac
area was organized, equipment cleaned, and the battalion settled
down to get a couple of days of much needed rest.

The losses sustained by the 3rd battalion during the Guinanan
Battle were 74 killed and 234 wounded, many of them permanently
out of a total battalion strength of about 495. The know enemy
losses were 408 killed and 6 taken prisoners, only one of these
were wninjured,

The period February 10 to February 25 was spent resting,
getting equipment in order, and training. During this period
Captain Besheck returned to the battalion and was assigned as
battalion executive. Captain Croom took over command of Co. "K',
1st Lt. McCarthy was relieved of Command of Co. "K" and assigned
to Co, "M", while Captain Vallace joined the battalion and took
command of Co, "M, Lt, Ulrich was relieved from Co. "L" and
sent to the rear to join a rear echelon unit, The other officers
of the battalion remained as befére, -

Along about February 26th soldiers from Philippine Army units
were sent to join the Scout Units and an intensive training period
was started in the battalion which lasted until the final days of
the Bataan stand.

On March 18 Lt. Col. Leslie T. Lathrop joined the battalion
and assumed command. Col. Hilton was sent to hospital due to an

old illness. Major Van Oosten came with Col. Lathrop as battalion
executive officer, Ist It. Roberts, Ist LE, Daily, and 15t Lt
McGrew came to the battalion with Col., Lathrop. Captain Besheck
was relieved and joined lst BIN 45th Inf., Captain Pierce was re-
lieved and joined 1st BIN 45th Inf,, Lt. Roberts took command of
Co. "L" assisted by Lt. Daily while Lt. McGrew was assigned to
Co, "I", Col. Lathrop left the 3rd battalion March 28 to Teport
as Commander of the 3rd Inf. Regiment, lst Regular Division, P.4.

On 4pril 3rd the battalion was ordered to the front in the
vicinity of junction of trails 29 and 8 with the mission to stop
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an attempted bresk through in that area, The battalion was made
ready for the move and moved by buses the afternoon of April 3rd
arriving at a bivouac area spproximately 1 kilometer north of
junction of trails 29 and 8 at 3:00 4.M, April 4th. This was a
very hard trip due to the fact that about 20 kilometers were made
on foot over trails that were steep going up and going down,
4pril 4th was spent resting and getbing ready to rove at a moments
notice. At 4:00 P,M. the officer of the battalion started north
along trail 29 in a reconnaissance mission in preparation for a
planned counter attack against an enemy force which were reported
o have forced the front line back at a point in fromt of our
position, Uhile riding along trail 29 approximately 3 1/2 Ki
behind the supposedly front line we encountered a group of enemy
with a small cannon covering the road, the svrprise was so com-
plete on both sides that we were able to get the 3 vehicles
turned around in a very close area, and Tetreat without a casval-
ty on our side, while the enemy were being held inder cover by
our Fifle fire,

The recomaissance party returned to the bivouse area and
Company I was immediately sent along the trail to stop any enemy
advance toward the biveuac area.

The battalion was fed at 12:30 4.M, the morning of April 5%k
and immediately moved forward for the attack at daylight. The
order of March was Co, K in the advance guard with the mission to
obtain contact with the enemy and then to deploy and advance along
the trail covering an area 100 yards to the right and left of the
trail, Company "L" went in on the left flank of Co, K as soon as
contact was obtained., Company M was split up with the rifle com-
panies, and Co, I went into battalion reserve as soon as the
attacking wnits passed through its position. The 2nd battalion
45tk Inf, followed the 3rd battalion and as soon as contact was
obtained with the enemy they went in on the right £lank of Compa-
ny K.

Major Smothers joined the 3rd battalion at about 3:00 .M,
and assunmed command, The attack went on all day through the
dense jungle and even though some heavy resistance was met the
battalion advanced steadily and by 6:30 P.M, when the attack
was halted we had driven the enemy back an estimated kilometer.

At about 6:45 P.H. orders were received by battalion head-
quarters that a withdrawal was to be made immediately, the order
of withdrawal being 2nd battalion with 3rd battalion as rear
guard, the 3rd was to have the support of a platoon of tanks
after they had passed a position about 1000 yards to the rear
of the present battle line, Major Smothers issved orders for
the withdraval of the battalion, the order of march being Compa-
ny T, Company L, Machine gun units of Company M, and Company K
acting as rear guard. The units moved out on time but as the
rear unit of Company K broke contact with the enemy Captain Croom
received orders from the Regimental Commander that he would hold
his present position £111 10:30 P.M. at which time he would break
contact and pull back under cover of the tank units which were
supporting him,

Companies I, L. and M proceeded on back along the trail to the
Jjunction of trails 8 and 29 while Company K remained to fight
rear guard.
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The night vas very dark and it was impossible to see more than a
few feet ahead, so the trip out after breaking contact was very
slow. Company K, picked up about 70 stragglers and approximate-
1y 20 machine guns on the way out. These stragglers were mostly
from the 2nd battalion.

The enemy it seemed had broken through at several places
along the main line and units on the east coast of Bataan were
fighting trying to establish a line, but the sitvation was bad.

The 2nd btn 45th Inf. went along trail 8 to the east trying
to cut through and establish contact with the 57th Inf., if they
were successful the 3rd battalion was to follow, If the 2nd
battalion couldn't get through, the trail junction mist be keep
open so that both units would have a way to get out, The 3rd
battalion was put into position at trail junction of 29 and 8
with Companies L, M, and I in position along trail 8 while Com-
pany K reinforced with 2 tanks from the 194th tank Btn was sent
back down trail 29 for a distance of about 1 kilometer to stop
any enemy threat that came on up that way.

During the early morning of April 6th Company K advanced
further down the trail to the old bivovac area and got out 2
truck loads of cal. .30 ammmition (Both machine gun and rifle).
The company then pulled back and made ready for any enemy attack
at its selected position. There was no enemy activity that day
until about 4:20 P.M. at which time the enemy advanced guard
attacked the Company K position. The enemy point was ambushed
along with some of the connecting groups; but the enemy deployed
and soon went into action, Both flanks patrols of Company K
which were out about 350 yards were fired upon within 15 minutes
and in short order mortar fire was falling in the Company posi-
tion along the trail. Two shells landed within 5 to 10 yards of
one of the tanks, and the fighting was going on both sides of
the trail. The 2nd BEn 45th Inf. came back along trail 8 headed
west and as soon as the rear units had passed the junction, Com-
pany K was given orders to pull back to the junction and west on
trail 8 following the other units of the 3rd Btn which were in
rear and following the 2nd Btn. One platoon of Co. I was at the
trail junction of trails 29 and 8 and as Co. K pulled back to the
Junction the combined force composed of Co. K and the platoon of
Co. I pulled out and followed the other units of the battalion
with several tanks following in our rear. The enemy during the
meantime had cut across country and was trying to cut us off én
trails 8, but after quite a lot of firing on both sides we were able
to force on through and ( ) trail west toward the Pantangen
River, ) went ( ) trail of about 3/4 Km.

) 29 and 8 ( ) they held this position until Co. K
pylled through them. Co. L at this time became the rear guard
company and assisted by the tanks acted as rear guard until the
Pantangin River was reached.

Upon our arrival at the Pantangen River crossing at about
6:00 P.M. the battalion received orders to organize a holding
position along the west bank of the river in conjunction with
the 1st and 2nd battalions, 45th Inf. Our position was to be the

( ) - Tllegible
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Tight flank of the holding force, Immediate preparation of the
position was begun and by shortly after dark, all units of our
battalion had been assigned at least temporary positions for
the night. The battalion was fed and the men were permitted to
get some rest by taking turns at standing watch.

At daylight the morning of April 7th the position yiraeiod
organized and the battalion set to work preparing its position
for an expected attack probably that day. Patrols were sent across
and out from our right flank, but ne ememy activity was
reported during the day. By night the battalion was pretty well
organized and after putting out the necessary putposts we settled
down to try to get some much needed rest.

The night passed without incident and at daylight April 8th
the battalion contimued putting the finishing touches on our posi-
tlon. This position was a natural, and all the officers and men
looked forward eagerly to an cnemy attack, on the position. Infor-
mation as to how the troops on the east side of Bataan were maling
out was almost nil,

During the early afternoon (April 8th) the battalion vas
ordered to prepare to withdraw as part of the 45th Regiment, At
4:00 PV units of the Philippine Constabulary came in and took over
our positions, and the battalion pulled out as part of the regiment
and marched west along trail 8, then trail 9 to a location almosh
midway between the junctions of trails 8 and 9, and trails 9 and 17
at which place we were to be embussed to Mariveles,

The battalion reached its area at about 9:30 PM and everyone
settled down to get some rest while waiting for the buses to
arrive, The buses were dolayed due to Some mix-up back at higher
lieadquarters causing the buses to be sent to the wrong location.
The birst buses to reach our area arrived at about mid-night,
These buses were immediately loaded with Headquarters Personnel,
anti-tank company personnel, and one company from our battalion
(Company I). The remainder of the third battalion remained in
the area waiting for its transportation which finally arrived just
before daylight. Shortly after midnight there was quite an casihe
quake, but even thaugh Some dead linbs fell in the battalion avea,
10 one was injured, Immediately upon the arrival of the buses
the remainder of the battalion was enbussed and the trip tovard
Mariveles began.

The entire trip was made in daylight whils enemy planes 7ere
flylng overhead, but they seemed contented to let us contimme on
our way unmolested, as the convoy was not bombed or straffed a
single time,

The head of the battalion reached Km 188 (approximately) at
about 8:30 A April 9th and at this point we were halted any 1n.
forned that the Bataan forces surrendered. This was & hoapte
breaking surprise for us, for though the situation during the
past two or three days had been obscure, nons of us folt shet any-

thing like a surrender had even been considered,

llere words cannot express the feelings and disappointments
that every officer and man in the battalion felt. The Seonty
pere grest soldiers and every officer with them was proud to pave
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have his battalion unload all guns and march towards Mariveles
displaying the white flag with all rifles pointing towards the
ground. This was done for a distance of about one half kilome-
ter,during this time reports came to us from Philippine Army
stragglers who were all along the road going in both directions
that the surrender had not been accepted, and that the Japanese
were still firing at our troops white flag or not. The batta-
lion was turned around and marched north to an area at Km 189.8
at which place we went into bivouac to await orders ss to exactly
what the situation was. Later in the day orders were received
that all fighting was over and that the surrender was complete.

At this time most of the company commanders informed their
men that their duties as soldiers, for the time being, were over,
and that two courses cculd be taken, either turn in to the Japa-
nese or go to the hills and hope to be able to hide out and even-
tvally get back home until the U.S. Forces were ready to fight
again. This last was especially ideal for the Philippines, as
they had at least a chance of getting through the hills and living
as civilians until they were called. A4t this time many soldiers
went to the hills while others remained until the Japanese sepa-
rated us.

During the late afternoon the officers in our group went to
General Pierce's Headquarters (KM 191, Approx.) and while there
were informed that our forces should make a taken surrender, This
was next to impossible as it was only a short time before dark-
ness and our arms and equipment vere broken up and scattered all _
over the area.

The night was spent without incident but with many rumors
coming from Philippine Army stragglers who were still going and
coming along the main road by our bivouac area,

Shortly after daylight the morning of April 10th word came
back, unofficially, that the Japaneses Forces had still not
accepted ocur surrender and that we might be attacked anyway. At
this time Captain Croom secured a weapons carrier and picked up
several ncos from the battalion and began getting together all
the rifles and ammunition that could be salvaged along the road
and around the bivouac area, The men of both the third batta-
lion and A and B Companies from the first battalion which were
at our bivouac area were rounded up and sent back about one half
kilometer to a vibouac srea which was occupied by Philippine Units
under Command of Lt. Col. Alexander. The men were divided into
platoons and squads and immediately put to work getting the equip-
ment ready for battle in case we were to fight again, Major
Smothers was trying to get information as to the exact sitvation
and what was to be our part if any action occured.

Vhile the arms were being cleaned Captain Croom located a
truck driven by a member of the battalion which contained several
cases of camned milk, approximately 90 cans of bacan, and miscell-
aneous foodstuffs. This was immediately sent to the battalion
bivouac area. Captain NMcKinley, Company A, secured some £ood from
various sources and word was sent back for our kitchen trucks to
come forward to the bivouac area. By 8:30 AM there were approxi-
mately 200 rifles (M-I) and 20 automatic rifles ready for nse.
Organization of troops continued and at about 9:30 AM the men
fed and the second meal started.

were
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At approximately 10:30 AM orders were received officially
that the surrender was complete and that all arms and equipment
were to be stacked and that we were to wait at our present loca-
tion until the Japanese forces came for us. Major Smothers
issued the necessary orders and all arms were stacked and the
men informed as to the new turn in the situation. 4n imerican
soldier (Name unknown) who was in the bivomac area knew the.
Location of a supply dump, which according to him, contained
"truckloads" of class C rations, 4 truck was secured and sent to
the location for the food, Inough class C ration was obtained
to given each Scout soldier present at this time 12 cans of ration.

The noon meal was served at approximately 2:00 P'f with about
285 men present. A Japanese force composed of one officer, one
interpreter, and about 20 men came to our area just as ere
finishing the meal. The Japanese officer was very courteons and
after an exchange of cigarettes asked questions about our force
and was shown the stacked al"r\.. and equipment. Permission to dis-
tribute the class C rations to the men, and for the American
Officers to be permitted t.o drive wehicles which were in the bi-
vouac area was obtained, Ve were ziven two notes, one for the
driver of each command car that the officers of the 45th Infan-
try present were to drive. (The one note given to me and which
was later translated stated, "o one will take this car", signed
by the Japanese Officer, who was a 1st Lt)., Ve were directed to
start the men marching toward Mariveles and that the imerican
Officers would proceed on towards the east until directed other-
wise. The Japanese Force then moved out of our area, leaving us
aloné with everything just as it was when they entered our ares.

The men were lined up, goodbyes said, and the men filed by
for their 12 cans of class C rations. This was really then
tough spot", for the ties between some of the officers and men
were very strong, and many tears were shed shameslessly by both.
Very few of the Scouts have been heard of since as we were sepa-
rated at all times.

There vere 13 officers of the 45th Infantry Regiment present
at this time and we started a trip to the rear at about C PM
in two command cars. The follow Officers were presen:

. Major Smathers - Commanding 3rd Battalion /
iRe "ajar Ven 00sten - Executive 3rd Battalion /

3. Vejor Uglow - Commanding lst Battalion

4. Captain Besheck - Executive 1lst Battalion

5. Captain Croom - Commanding Company &

6, Captain Berkelhamer - Surgeon 3rd Battalion

7. Captain McKinley - Commanding Company &

8. Captain VcYasters - Commanding Company C

9. Captain Bianchi - Commanding Company D

10. Ceptain Levitt - Surgeon 1st Battalion
11, 1st Lt. Freund - ?

12. Second Lt. Steward - Company C

13. Second Lt. Kell - Company D

(Note: The following information is given showing only the
actions of the officers and does not include anything about the
Scoute. No definite information is availdble at this time as to
Low they made out.,
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All we have are unconfirmed rumers about many of them dying of
sickness in prison and of starvation and fever on the hike back
to the different concentration camps. )

As we drove along towards Mariveles we passed many marching
Filipino Troops all going towards Mariveles. There was no order
as they were just streaming back. Countless vehicles which had
Tun out of gas were standing beside the road, many of them burned
and quite a few having been pushed over the cliff were laying as
wrecks below, After we had driven about 12 kilometers we met
many Japanese soldiers scattered along the road. They were loot-
ing one and all as they came along. Te were stopped many times
by them and they always managed to find a few things which we
were trying to keep until we reached the proper authorities, The
movement was very slow, and we never reached the Mariveles Air-
port until just at dark. - At this point we ran into some Japanese
soldiers who were really acting tough, These men were with ani-
mal pack units and the whole north end of the airport was crowded
with animals, After about an hour of being continually threatened
by these men we got through to about the middle of the Airport at
which place ve were halted for the night., Japanese sentries
checked on us every few minutes throughout the night, and the
whole thing was a nightmare,

4 daylight April 11th, we started to move out tut a Japa-
nese soldier wanted to drive one of the Command cars, for the fun
it seemed; so we lost the car and as we left he was racing up
and dovn the Airport as fast as he could go. Ve continued on
through Mariveles reaching Balanga at about noon. Te were stopped
many times and things were pretty tough,

4s we reached Balanga we were stopped and the car was talen
avay from us, as well as some of our clothes, money, and valuables,
Te were fed rice about 2:30 PM and immediately were put on a bus
to Oreni arriving just before dark. Two nights were spent in this
Hell and on the morning of April 13th we started marching toward
Sen Fernando, The night of April 13th was spent at (
and was the wrost night of the entire trip,

On the morning of April 14th at about 4:00 AM the march into
San Fernando began, This was made alright even though all of us
were pretty wesk from lack of food, having only had from small
portions of poorly cooked rice since the final can of Class C
ration eaten in the morning of April 11th, The nizht of April
14th was spent at San Fernando, and we were fed rice during the
afternoon,

Before daylight the morning of April 15th we were marched to
the railroad station and loaded into box cars (standing room only)
for the trip to Capas by train, Along the vay Filipinos threw
food and sugar cane into the car doors for us, Upon arrival at
Capas ve were unloaded, formed into columns and marched to Camp
0'Domnell. 41l the officers that left Bataan together in our
group made the trip to 0'Donnell.

Yany men died on the hike out of Pataan but all the officers
of the Third Battalion with the exception of lst Lt. Daily who
was in the hospital of the time of the surrender, and lst Lt.
MeCarty, Company M, who was last seen when a group of Japanese
took him supposedly to the Quinauan Point area, were accounted
for at 0'Donnell and were moved from there during the period June




1 to 4th 1942. Ve are now waiting impatiently for the "Yanks
and tanks",
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ARTI-TANK COMPANY 45TH INF, (PS)

December 8th. Tt. lickinley, alert. Anti-parachute defense patrols
through 45th Inf. area and guard at post telephone central.

December 9th, Ft. MeKinley. Joined Regiment at B range on the
4labang trail.

December 10th. Left Ft. McKinley after dark,

December 11th, Pimulot, First platoon (1940 guns) attached to
third battalion on Olongapo zigsag. Second and Third Platoons ats
tached to Second Battalion in position near Pinulot.

December 17, Noved to vicinity of Bagac. Company prepared positions
for defense of Bagac beach, Installed seven naval "three pounders"
and two "one pounders",

Bani?
January 15. Moved to vicinity of Barre,

January 18-24, Abucay Hacienda. Second and Third Platoon attached
to First and Second Battalions. First Platoon remained with Regi-
mental Headquarters as guard.

January 25, Vicinity of Trail No, 5. Company outposted regimental
sector on MIR.

Jenuary 26, Vieinity of Km 210,

February 1. Company assumes position on Saysain Ridge to defend
against tanks coming from Bagac.

February 2, Second Platoon joins First Battalion on Trail No, 7
near Trail No, 5, Tual River battle.

February 6. First Platoon attached to 11th Inf. (PA) on MLR near
iTpail o

February 17. Gompany into rest area on Bobo Point.

March 17. Trail No. 17. First Platoon in position with 72nd Inf (Pa)
on Tus River. Third platoon on MLR with First Division at Trail No. 7.

April 3. Company attached to Hy, I Phil. Corps C. P. on Trail No, 9
near 11th Division.
dpril 6. Company assembled at junction Trails No, & and 9,

April 8, Position with regiment defending Pantingan River at Trail
No. 8,
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April 9. News of surrender received at Bobo Point (Km 205)

while enroute to Quarantine decks at Mariveles, Company bivouaced
on Signal Hill under Brig. Gen. Lough.

Description of combat follows =-====--. e

ANTI-TANK COMPANY, 45TH INF (PS
I. Participation in attack at Abucay Hacienda, January (18-27)2%

The Second and Third Platoons attached with the First and Second
Battalions, moving "by hand" over difficult terrain, Both platoons
supported by firing at enemy positions, the abortive attack on

a strong combat position near the much mentioned "mango grove.
Approximately fifty pounds of H, E. were fired and several enemy
machine guns were silenced, However, enemy mortar fire, heavy and
accurate, prohibited the success of the attack.

IL. 4ction in the Tual River battle.

The Anti-Tank Conpany was called upon to assist in overcoming

the stubborn resistance of the entrenched enemy who had repulsed
every attempt to advance. The Second Platoon joined the First
Battalion and wiped out several machine gun nests. Because of the
dense under growth, the only means of fire direction was to bare
sight. Tiring was conducted at ranges varying from 25 to 50 yards.
In one particular skirmish when tanks supported our abtack, the
Second Platoon fired 75 rounds of H. E. and silenced the positions
in front of it. One man, an automatic-rifleman, was accredited with
demolishing a machine gun by crawling within throwing distance of
the gun and tossing two grenades into the foxhole, This platoon
supported the First Battalion until the enemy penetrated was an-
nihilated,

The First Platoon was called upon to assist the 1lth Tnfantry in
its attempt to close the gap in the MLR which had occurred when
the enemy penstrated our position near the Tval River. By direct
laying, at a range vaying between 50 and 100 yards, the platoon
brought heavy fire to bear upon the enemy machine gun positions
which were holding up an attack. Over 100 rounds of A, P, were
fired, and the successful negotiation of the attack credits the
effective support of the platoon.
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History of First Battalion, 45th Inf. (PS) *
By Maj. Adrianus J. Van Oostin, Exec.

On Dec. 8, 1941 the 1st Bn., 45th Inf, (PS) proceeded
to its war position, i.e., the defenses of the beaches of Bataan
from Voron to Limay, inclusive. A small guard was left at Camp
Limay, the home station, until it was turned over to medical
and quartermaster personnel. Of the battalion, Co. 4 was on
guard at the ammunition area at Littls Baguio, and Co. C was
performing similar duties at Base Camp, Mariveles, and a section
of guns from Co. D was at each outpost, Agloloma, Bobo and Bagac
points. The Lumber Theft Control Patrol was relieved and Co. A
assumed the guard duties at all Manila Bay area stations. Co,
C joined the battalion which had taken its principal defensive posi-
tion at Bagac Beach by 11 a.m, the 8th, = Riflemen were attached to
the CP's and communication by telephone and radio was maintained.
Fox holes were dug and machine gun emplacements prepared in pre-
viously selected positions both for day and for night defenses.
Various units of the 31st Div. PA and Constabulary units (which
also replaced the ammmition guard) relieved the battalion at the
various positions ending on Jen. 7, 1942,

Ve were in mobile reserve to repel any landing attempt on
the Bataan peninsula, Several alerts were necessary for reports
of ships and fleets. Flights of enemy planes made frequent daily
trips over Bagac en ronte to Corregidor and return, One plans
fell in the sea west of Moron about the first of January, having
dumped parts of radio, machine gun and personal armor and preservers
near the barrio.

The battalion joined the regiment Dec. 17, 1941, having
been on DS from it since Aug. 9, 1941 to Camp Limay.

About Jan, 15 the battalion proceeded by overland hike
carrying all weapons and ammunitions for a day of fire from Bangcol
to the Eacienda sector of the Abucay line, Attacks were carried
out in the area between the existent front line and that from which
the PA had departed some 1500 yards north, Food did not arrive from
two days, as it, too, was carried over the deeply ravined terrain,
instead of using the roads which would have saved the troops.
Beside the hardships, there was lack of water and it became necessary
to send armed patrols to a stream near Guitol to secure a half canteen
full per man, The hent flanks of the PA unit (71st Inf,) were found
and the battalion made contact with a view to re-establishing the old
MLR, Heavy shelling and strafing broke the move any for the last
few days of the fortnight of this activity, Lt. Edward W. Stevart
was wounded in this encounter as were several enlisted men
were killed. Dysentery became a cause of concern,

On Jan. 24, 1942 the battalion received orders to withdraw as
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the line was broken and new positions were to be adopted.
Orders for a delaying action at Bangcol were revoked and

the forced march continued to Trail 9, Co. C was shell with
for the withdrawal and as was the case of the battalion was
cut off by the enemy - each took diagonal cross comntry course
and got away, however. Co, C lost several killed and wounded
and 14 missing,

At the forward area it was found that the enemy patrols
had tapped our wires and when this was noted in our conversations
he cut them,

Upon arrival at the bivouac area a meal was ordered and
this had to be rush for the battalion was again ordered into
action at Trails 5 and 7 to eliminate about 17 snipers. (sie=-
about 3 days elapsed before action again). Lt. Col. Leslie T,
Lathrop, c.o, checked in with Col. Glen R, Townsend of the 1lth
Inf. PA and was given command of the operation which became Imown
as the Tuol River pocket by direct orders of Maj. Gen. Jonathan
M. Vainwright, c.o, I Corps.

Co, C was committed to relieve the pressure on a casual
detachment of the 51st Div under Capt. Gordon R, Yyers. Twelve
casualties were suffered in the first surprise burst of fire,

A1l attempts to advance were quickly stopped by heavy enemy machine
gun and small arms fire from carefully concealed fortifications,
hidden still more by the dense bamboo growth, Chaplain John H.
McDonnell attempted several times under persistent and heavy
enemy fire to recover the body of Corp. lMorandarte of Co. C.
Slowly the unit made progress-the other sides of the pocket

being maintained by holding abtacks by units of the 11th Inf

PA, 51st Inf. P4, 91st Inf. (PA) and 1st Inf. PA, and 2nd PC,
Tith tanks attacking the enemy gun emplacements on Trail 7 the
enemy still held his ground--untracking one tank and apparently
placing an anti-tank round through the motor of another--which
caused ammmnition therein to explode and so heat the interior
that the occupants had burning hair. At 75 mm gun fired 21 rounds
at 100 yards to destroy the tank and deny it to the enemy.

The next day with infantry support the tanks tried again,

Lt. Robert K. Roberts followed with riflemen and Lt. W. C. Bianchi
voluntarily assisted in the destruction of an interconnecting group
of three holes, The battalion advanced and cleaned up the

south portion of the pocket in three more days. The P4 and PC
then forced the closing of the balance. Lt. Col. Lathrop's esti-
mate of a reinforced battalion of enemy was proven conservative

by 1400 dead counted in the pocket, 33 horses a{nd mulgs captured,
and some 15 animals dead., Considerable booty, including 3 field
pieces, were taken. The 81 mm, mortar proved exceedinzly sfx‘ect{ilve
in the jungle even through target correction was all by sound an
75% or more of the three-inch mortar shells failed to blu‘ft. i

This action was closed on Feb, 17, 1942, the front hmdb:hzg
reconstructed and returned to the care of the 1st Div, PAtBn =
11th Div. P4, TFrom this point the battalion moved to ref: m::t -
roceive replacements on Bobo trail, Lt. Col, Lathrop an




his officers were exchanged with the other battalions on Har

1 18, 1942 and Capt. Homer H. Uglow, who had Jjoined the regiment
following his DS to Hq. II Corps, took command,
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But while Decesber 7 meant "Pearl Herbor® to most of the world,
16 meant %Clark Fleld® to the Filipines and the Americans in the
Philippines — the date to them, Malfway arousd the vorld and scross
the inbernstional dato line, ws Decesber 8, 191, At almost the
sane moment that, the Japs hit Pearl Harbor, they mde their sttack
en Clark Fie1d in Central Luson, caly £ifty miles from Menila. There
thay knocked out the American Tar Festern Alr Force with almost the
same devastating effect thay dealt the U. 5. Pacific Tieet 5,000
miles awy,

<761 T, Trbuaph ta the Pitiippiass, p. 3

. R S S o

mmn—lbu,mwm—-u—
-*-u-.qn_-uw-nu-nm.
wmacmmn.mmm-—n
-lmuummnn-,-t—nm—lmn—a—ﬁ-,
62 well as six units of the Phflippine Scouts, These were $he LSth
-ammw-u-.(u)hhmw.(l)dﬂ-m.m
and 86ih 7.4, Hoglaents (79)." h-u‘umnuua-mx—.
ing Pdligpine Aray Divisions:

The 11th Reserve Division under Col, ¥illiem . Brougher, ATS

Y Bty
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There were also slements of other divisions ineludl

‘ the 2d
Infantry, the 73rd Infatry and the 93rd Infamtry.

The Harbor Defense Command, comsisting of Corregidor and its
satellite islands, was commanded by Brig, Gen, George ¥, Moore and
was composed of two Regular Army Regiments, the 59th and 60th Coast
Artillery; two Philippine Scout units, the 91st and the 92nd Coast
Artillery Regiments, and the hth U, S, Marine Reginent, which had
just been moved in from Suble Bay,

Command headquarters feared that the single blow at Clark Fisld
Mvmummmthm.dthuhthmﬁmh-. The
26th Cavalry, bombed out of Fort Stotsenburg, moved into the nearby
mountains, prepared to strike at the first enemy besch landing wherever
it might come. On December 9, Nichols Field, another key army air
base st Manila was bombed almost to

« The Japs 1y
mtommthtmcflhmrmhhﬂmtm!um.
Group installation destructivn, however, was all they accomplished —
but that was complete.

<¥ol I, Triwmph in the Philippines, pp, 42, k3 & L,
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The Batean Defense Force which was Sebting up the defense of
Bataan) consisted of the 31st and the hlst Divisions of the Phidippine
Avmy and the 2d Philippine Constebulary Regiment, sll under Vajor
General George Parker,

The hesdquarters of the Philippine Departaent we converted
into the Service Commnd for Batasn, wder Brigadier Gonersl Allen
©, Mebride,

Tho N under General Jonathen ¥e Valmmight, st this potnt,
bad the 3lst Infantry, Regular Armys the kSth Infantey, STEh Tnfantry,
26tk Cavaley, 23rd Plold Artillery, 2th Fleld Arbillary, end 00tk
Piald etdllery, Philippine Socuta the 11th Divisien, 2lst Diviston,
Tist Division and 9ist Division, Philippine Arwy,

Brigadier General Albart X, Jonos, comanding the SLF, hed the
86th Field Avtillery, Philippine Scouts, and the lst and Slst Divi.
sion of the Philippine Amy, with artillery reinforcement,

o M4/-mt.n—-uhnmm—.n.-
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Once the new line from Abuosy te Noron ws coowpled, the Nerthern
a4 Southarn Luson Forces ceeded b0 exist, Ta Uhelr plabed were
created the 1ot and 2ad Gokye vespestively, the lut der feneral
Vadmeight, who had camended L7, sl the' Hud tnder Oenari Piter
W0 tad dor o short 4ime comminded the 817, Tha Catta dbens wite

divided by ¢ northesouth line drwm gensrally tivough lomt atid
and Samat, Gameral Yalnrlght's’ core Yook the Tefd (WHE) hale o
tho main 1ine of resistance, ite left Planik aishored south of versn
-\-ha-l-.-amm-“hﬁ-nihuw Tron

The 3lst Pivisien, vy, guarded the besches frem Moren
souttmrd to Vhe vieinity of Teint,
MEW'-*---&.

reserve battle pesition along the Pllar-lagae Rend, ten o twslve miles
o the rear,

A Lfﬁnﬂ\/42_




he 91st Division, Philippine Army (to which were atteched rem-

nants of the 71st Division, Philippine Army, after it had been badly

eut wp at layns Junstion), wes in Corps T4 ws reorpanising
o relleving the LSth T /on. the reserve battle

posttion,

The 26th Cawalry, Phdlippdne Scouts, (eut off et Taync) was still
working ite way through the mounteins to rejoin the ist Corpe, Censrel
Fainwight's 11¢h and 21st Divigions, Philippine Army, were given to
the 2nd Corpss (The 11th wmas later returned),

©On the other side of the peninsuls, General Farker placed the
Sist and the hlat Divisfons, Philippine Aray, in the main battle post
‘tion, from left to right, with the 57th Tnfantry Regiment, Piilippine
Soouts, an the right flank to protect the beaches aleng Manila Bey,

Yol T, Triumph 4n the Thilippines, pp. 85, 86, 87,
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ohifted thelr weight, On Jamuary 20 thay smashed farther wst st the
Junstion of the Slst and klst Division, PA, The Slst, wable to withe
stand the devastating ertillery fire and heavy infantry rressure,
drew back half & mile, adding to the slresdy extsting gap on its lett
b M, Natib, Nesmwhils, small Japanese elesents had infiltrated
scross the western slopes of Mownt Natih behind the Slst Diviston's
main lines and were haraseing rear ares installatiens. The Jlst
Infantry, Regular Army, wes thrown in and the Llst Pivision extended
1te lines to file the whole caused by the withirawl of the Slst.

The h§th Infentry, Philippine Scouts, was moved from the I Carps
Avon, where 1t ws in & defensive position near Noron, to reinforce
‘the left flank of the 31st, Tn the dark the LGth took the wrong route and
found 1tse1f on the right flank of the J1st instead of ou its left, The

1iSth was withdrawn and moved up as initially planned, ‘he situation ws

cbscure; thers was lack of contect between units, As a result, the
#djacent flank elements of the two reginents becane involved in a fire
fight with ach other, *he fight lasted for more then en hour and o
nusber of casualties were suffered, Once it was over, the two forces
eventually suseeeded in retaking the grownd and ressteblishing the TT
Corps lines, ‘he recsteblishment of this salient was one of the bloodist
fights of the sampaien wp to this tine,

Vol I, Triwph in the Philippines, pp, 98 & 99,
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The 51st Division was forced back from the Abussy line for the

mn--iméwﬁm-umm-wm
2078 Tlank and bad sompletely disrupted cammumiontims wnd routes o
sy, nu;mm«muummm.
-unu--:-.n.d-mm.n-—-u-. The Jap pressure
nmm-.—shu‘—h-tm&mhbn\h—m

m—hmmﬁuﬁ—umm
ummn—rcwu—u—.mmm-.m
n-;-—uuw--ui-\. n-u-p-nn—m-—ntm
m—wvwnww—mhm-lh
mummmnmt-.n,—w-mm-u.
.u-n-w Troope of tha mwa Netachment, which had
\—wnmn—humul——n-—u-—m
ﬂ-mhlm-k.——c,-—mm-law.nmm
Jaft flank of the 1st Regdlar Diviston, USATFE arbillery tad shelled
the Jap shie in Suble Pay but despite this fire the landing had beem
ade,

Then the 31st Divisien, Philippine bray, ws taken from its beach
defense posttion in the 18t Corpe area on Jamry 18 end moved scross
‘the peninsula to support the 2nd Corps against continuing Jep pressure,
the Sst Division, Ph, had to take over the defensess
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Tho LSth Tafusbey) formerly with the X Corge, had been trans=
Served to TEATFE a3 farce reserve, and then employed in the IT Corps
ires, Thare ws no longor any T Gorps reserve essept for the ren-
nante of the 26th Cavalry in bivouso ab Degaos The 26th ws &
cavalry unit in mams only, for after ts gruslling experience st
Tagso Junstion, 1ts remining horses were sent to the rewr o be
slaughtered for foods From Januery 16 4t ws orgenised and employed
s infantry,

Yhen 46 wes Jearned thet the Jape were edvaneing tomrd Moron &
“xmmmu--m--rmuna—'w
ﬂ.u,m-dwnhmmdm.m
thousand yerds south of the Foron River, to bold the enewy. They
claured the advance enemy slemscts fron Noron efter & sharp battle
and contained the main foroe,

Yol 1, Triumh in the Philippines, ppe 100 & 102,
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General Wainwright's force on his new battle position were
enplaced from east to west as followss X

The 11th Division, Philippine ‘rw..

The 1st Regular Division, Philippine Aray.

The 92nd Infantry (to which were atteched the remants of the
918t Infantry). 3

Trird Battalion Seventy-First Infantry,

Two battalions, Seventy-Second Infantry (at Bagac).

The rest of the Tist Div, was on beach defense while the Lith
_Infantey, B, and the 26th Camlry, 75, were in Corpa’ reserve, Atr
Gorps units acting ss infantry, protected the south and soutwest
‘beaches.

The First Corps erea ws divided into three subsectorss

The right subsector, comprising the 11th Division and the 2nd
Prilippine ConstebularyRegiment after the end of January, under the
comand of Brigadier Genersl ¥illiem E. Brougher.

The 1aft subsecter, inclnding the remants of the 91st and Tist
Divisions, and the st Regular Division, initislly under the eommand
of Prigadier Genral Albert M, Jones; placed under Srigdier General
Tather *, n-—-i-l--u-—o—-u--tmnmn-ph

¥ 96 - W)ﬂn«/‘;l
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The south subsector, comprised of miscellaneaus Atr Cerps
ground units as well as the 65th Quartermaster Pack Traing the 12¢h
Quartersaster Regiment, Philippine Scouts, the 2nd Anti-tank Battalion
Phd1eppine Armys and the lst Piilippine Constabulary Repiment.” “Ms
was initially under the command of Brigadier General Clyde A, Sellecky
who was later replaced by Brigadier General Clinton Plarce.

Vol T, Triwmph in the Philippines, pp. 111 & 112
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The entire Battle of the Points lasted from Jemery %3, to
Pebrusry 13, Before 1t ws over, Aray, Navy, Merine and Afr Fores
units as will a3 the heavy mortar batteries on Corregidor were
ealled upon to help wips out the Japanese force. The wesry S7th
and L5th Infantries of the Philippine Scouts were pushed across
Batasn fram the Second Corpe eress to help tixow back the Japensse,
A smal) detactment. from the Fourth Marine Regimsut, based on
Corregider was there too,

Smaller units from the FLfth Interceptor Command, the Second
Prilippine Constebulary Regimants, the Twelfth Infentry, Philip.
pine Armyy the 192nd Separate Tank Battelion, the Provisional Weval
Battalion from the 16th Neval District, & company from the 803rd
Engineers, Avistien, Regular Army, a battery from the 59th Coast
Artillery Corps, Reguler Army, orews from the USS Nary Am, the USS
Punay, the (S5 Canopus, the USS Pisheries TT, and PP-35, worled to
sten the invading tide. Tho threc-meeks-lons battle wes & bloody
and exhavsting one for the Aucricans, For the Japaness it wes &
camplate disssters ;

~¥ol T, Triwph in the Philippines, p, 121
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The Provisional Neval ettalion, initially charged with tho
task of driving off tho Japs s wuble to carry out tho mission.
After four days the 2nd Battalion of the S7th Infantry arrived .
and e throm into sdd the Neval Bettalion, Shartly therestter,
& part of the Forty Fifth Tnfantry errived to help, along with the
two Battalions of Pield Artillery, ) ¥

<70l T, Triwmph in the Philippines, pe 123
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Before the Battle of Pucot Hill was fairly well begwn, snother
bargs fleet landed & strong force at Aglolom Point st demn on
Janusry 24, The initial landings et adjecent Quinawen Point were
made at 2 AL, on the twenty-fifth of Jemuary. The lst Battalion
of the 1st Philippine Constebulay Reginent, reinfarced by e platoon
of mortars, ws successful in preventing imediate exploitation of

the Japanese beackhead after their landing, For six graslling deys
the Prtlippine

byl engaged in
band<to-tand cambat, They were relieved by and the S7en
Tnfantry Reginents of the Philippine Scouts.

V6l T, Triwph in the Pilippines, p. 124
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Although the artillery plan ms the key to the suceess of
the Battle of Agloloma Bay, the fighting there ms not without
cost o the Fil-inerican forces, During the fightf the 3rd Batta-
Tion of the EortyeRifth Tnfantry, alone wes cut dom fron six
hundred to w0 hudred end twelve men and its senior swviving
of ficer-in-comand ves a second lieutenant, The other battalions
of thehﬂ a5 1ell a5 those of the 57th also suffered severely
in the cluse-injungle fighting, But the cost to the Japanese s
much heavier,

<Vl I, Triumph in the Philippines, p, 126
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Anyasin Point served as the base of supply and operatiors for

this northermost of the three Jap landings X Their attempts to

ive inland from it were never successful in getting even so far
as the west coastal road. At Anyasin and Cgnas, the 5Tth Tnfantry
bore the bruat of the fighting, as it had at Iongeskaveyan. It vms
supported by.a-batialion of the L§th Infantry, by the 17th Pursuit
Squadron, AAP, Pighting as infantry, and by a battalion of the
12th Infentry, Philippine Army.

The initisl plan to drive the Japanese out of Canes-Silaiim-

Anyesin area called for the 3rd Battalion of the S7th Tnfantry to
strike along the Anyesin River Valley. The 1st Battalion of the
57th with an sttached battalion of the Philippine Constabulery, was
to move on the left of the 3rd Battalion through the jungle of
Anyasin Point.

On the right flank of the 3rd Battalion the 2nd Battalion of
the LSth Tnfantry extended to bhe north far enough to sweep the enemy
Zrom the Silaiim Point. North of Silsiim Point to Canes Point a

Dattalion of the 12th Infantry ves designated to take back the beath
and hold it.

4% Ganss, where a snall pocket of Japanese was cub off from the
other force, the 17th Pursuit Squadron consisting of a mere 135 men

s assigned to mop up and protect the flanks.

2 ﬂgm- 2 kb 42
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The 2nd Battelion of the 57th Tnfentry was held in reserve.

This Dattalion had Just Tejoined the regiment after mopping up at
Lonaskaveyan Foint. Tt had not been frosent at the A¢lolom Dey
Battle. Elements of Ficld Artillery and a few tanks from the
192nd Seperate Tank Jattalion vere attached to the force. The
tanks were used oven though jungle conditions were unfavorable and

the going vas tougha

=70l I, Triunph in the Philippines, pp. 127 & 128
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of the beachhead, other Japs fought stub—

At the northern fla
bornly on. The.morning after the "Swimning retreat! — February 12 —
they tore a large gap in the 2nd Battelion of the LSth Infantry.
Yearly two hundred Japanese plunged through the hole. The reserve
3rd Battalion of the 57th Tnfantry, resting after its tough fight-
ing all along the west coast, was called upon to keep the Japenese
from taking the command post of the 5Tth. ALl bub £ifty to sixty of
the Japs vere slaughtered in the ensuing fight. Only or® man of the
Third Bettalion vas killed but when the fighting ves over, his com-
rades found sixbeen dead Hipponese soldiers in a semi-circle sbout
nis foxhole. ?

The Fifty-Seventh Infantry had put up a great fight bub it was
0 badly exhausted from the siege at Longaskaveyen, Agloloma end
Anyasin, that it vas sent to a reserve area at Signal Hill. There
the Temnants of the proud regiment spent seven weeks and a day as
USAFFE reserve, a Test that was badly needed by the hungry, battle-
worn and sick men.

Vol I, Triumph in the Philippines, pp. 131 & 132.
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Tn the First Corps sector, a critical front, another majer en-
gagoment had teken place. Tt developed into two related battles,
both of witeh cocured n the firet half of Februsry, at which tiwo
tha Japs fowd the Pirst Corre %00 tough to aracks The engagement
“becans kmows as the Dattle of the Fooksts, Oue of the pockets ws
in the Tuol River Vallay, the other in the valley of the nearby Coter
River, The whole operation developed as the result of the wwuccess-
ful Japansse landing sttempte on the west ccast of Datesn, The
Jupanese attack which developed into the Tattle of the Pookets ws
initieted by the comanding fficer of the Jap infuntry regiment ine
volved in the Battle of the Foints, Tie wsed his single remdntng
‘battalion in a foolhardy abtewpt to rescue the two other bettalions
on the weet coust by trying to cut to them inland through the Jwgle,

This battiion penetreted the Filinerican lines in the vieinity
of the lmiting pothte betwoen the lat and the 11th Divisions, PRl
Pine Arwy, about Jamuary 27, pushing 1,500 yards beyond the. fromt
lines, The penstration cosurred not because the foree of the Jap
attack ws overshelaing but becsuse of the First Division ws still
4n process of ccoupying ite section of the 1ine when the L¥th Tnfuntry,
.5, wiiloh had beon hodding thet poeition, withdrew, The withdrawl,
‘bafure the Fleveath Division was in position, 1aft @ gap vhich the
Jape stushled into by aeoident n their effors 4o got b0 the oubwolf

battalions.
<ol T, Triwmph fn the Milippines, pps 133 & =
Rus
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The LSth Tnfentry made en attack that evening’ind succeeded in
fighting along Trail 29 to a point 1,000 yards north of its junction

with Trasl 8. But, though the Fighting continued until the follow-

ing afternoon, the Lgth vas unsble to advance further. Finally

another Jap Regiment ves throm against it.

ol T, Triumph in the Fhilippines, p. 172.
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That morning] the £7th Tnfantry wes moved along trail 10 to
Zine along tho Yamela Biver, vhich joins Vanila
miltancously, the Lgth Tfantry received orders to

y vay of trail 8 and move

attenpt another n

Bey at Livey.

Dreak contact with the enemy, withre b
behind the S7¢h Infantry, the L%th, hovever, wes anbushed enroute
and had to turn back again to the west rin of the Fantingan Valley.
It remained there until the end.

Vol I, Triunph in the Philippines, p. 175
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Vaimwight sent tws staff officers, Colonel

On April 8, Gen
F. Galtraith, to General King in Pataen

Pete Trwin and Colonel .

o arrenge for the LSl Tnfantry to be moved to Correpidor. This

rith the Luzon Force Headquarters and orders

+
arrangenent, s rade
were dssued, byl the L%th, far north in the Pantingan Valley, vas
unable to move quickly enough over the badly clogred roads o geb
%o Yarvieles before the surrender.

hilippines, p. 167

ol T, Triumph in the
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(by Capt, Meriano Robles)
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South Luson Porce = Batesn Foree = II Philippine Corps
Brief Outline of Aetivities Prior to and During Wer.
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afternoon of Dac, 24 Gen Parker's Hq.
Batoan Foree consisting of the ilgt Div,
Diva, Ho end other mise. waits, Gen Jones
SLF upon Gen Parker's departurs (his Div, the

to the Bataan Porce),

nuum-f?,mmva-ummmm.n
af the

o e ¥
eria, 27th Tison and on the night of 27-28 contect ves broken in
that sres a5 the troopo wero ordered So Batean, A% Jaubep the 1t
retrarted o positions on the boune
Qury nigit of Deg, 25, Leisians 26th broks sontact on the 21tk
and withdrew to Bataan via Pageanjen, Sta. Crus, Los Benos and
Manila, One Br at Tignausn remained there until the 28th with no
and withdrer on the 268, The reginents in the SIF vere

A8 part of the_3d Phase of the SLF the Bitean Fores existed
from Decs 24=Jan 6 ite function having bean to organize the posi=
‘tion in Batasn and assist in their ocoupaney,

By the night of tho 1ast elenents of the NIP had
Bataen lon To ok hagee SO0

exposed e Organized from right to left in line
to the snony, n v

pos. contained ﬂnm.n&mm. and 26th Cavs A%
8100 A Jon 6 our artly ighted the enony and began to register
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eand not enly cut trail #46 but staged a separate attack in the 324 Inf
o - S the et hdraval of the :

in the right half of 38-¢ foreing the of the 5lst CT,
along with the to the § bank of the mﬂq:u and extend a
line with the 57h Inf, & 2lst & &

st Engree
X 1fa! to arrive at their position on the Patoc Trail before
the ereny cut it and those units were seattered & disintegrated » Shus
Gen Bluenel deelded to continue the withdremal to the § bank of the
Mamals R where, after consultation with commanders of the s
t 57th_Inf. and Engrs, he decided to withdraw all elements
:o the Alangen R, which long retreat was affected before dawn of the
the

April 8th found the 1line held behind the Alangan R. in a confused
state due to hasty retreat and mistaken routes of withdramal, It was
obvious from the outset that this position was untenable. A1l 37 mn
tune and automatic weapons hed been lost, nearly all 155 mm, were
of ammuniViena, In eddition the men were almost completely exhausted

Tax

It was intended that new position would be occupied with the
'y and in line & the 14th Engrs in reserve,
but due to a mistake in retiring between new and old trails #20 a
seramble ensued and the line was established with the
» astride Trail #20, 31st & mﬂto“f of old ?u -
gap %o the §03d Engrg, PAC, Inf PA an A EC,
PC and 803d Engrs having been brought up during the night).

During the morning of the th Js bombed the line heavily and
the 4th PC and the 31st Inf PA pulled out , Enemy tanks & Inf fole
lowed up quickly down trail #20 and soon surrounded the position
set that by the night of the 8th the entire 1ine was untenable and
further withdrawal become necessary, Orders were confused as were
the troops who scattered badly. The bulk of them escaped down new
#20 = others l!a‘lm‘!h]. « Col Tilly, Col Brady & Col. Saint of
Inf

Christenson Ass't G=3 for II Corps met Gen, Bluemel at Jet

& #20 received order to surrender. Gen Blusmel was ordered to take
up a position behind the Lamso R but instead he left a screen and
moved troops the rear where surrender came later that daye

CERTIFIED TRUE GOPYs
s/ Ruth H, Besary
+/ RUTH H. BSSARY

Captain WAC
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