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SURJECT: Report on Brigoner of “ar Camps at Ikuno and Akenobe.

TO 7 : ' Commandlng Officer, GHASATPAC-AGO, -
- Atten; Recovered rersonell Division,

Acting on instructions from the 33rd Division Liaison Offlcer,
Recovery Teams 25 and 29 proceecded to Iuno to inveatigate two PW
camps located in the arca, Interpretiers furnished by I Corps,
were plcked up et Fimejl prior teo departure from 130th Infantry,

The Recovery Teams departed from Hime ji at 1300, arriving on the
outsrirts of Ikuno at 1430, whepe met by guldes and escorted to
‘the P¥ camp, Here the recovery toams were met by officials of the

~mines in which the r¥s had worked end by Capt. liaruwe, Japancse
Commendant of both P¥ Cnaups, Theee men were the principal sour.e
of Information concerninz the two CRNDS,.

Both Ikuno /4 and Akinobe #6 PV Ca.ps were under the Command
of Captain Naruwa who informed us that gprisoners confined in both
camps worked in the Mitsubishl Xosyo Xalrisiki “alsha, a copper and
zinc mining concern. Hoth officer snd enlisted prisoner perzonnel
worked in the mines or mills connected therewith, Personnel enployed
above ground worked 7 hours a day. Those emploved in the shafts
worked from four to five hours a day, the lengtl of time depending
on the difficulty of the work, These short houre were due to extreue
temperatures in the shafts, -

Officers were pald the s-=me salary ssg equlvalent srade Japanese
army officers, ¥nlisted men were pald one Yen a day., Playments
werc made to IV officers, who dlstributed the money to the men,

Records of payments msde to PV workers werelincluded in the complete
- rostors and records of the gamp which were sent to Major Mitchell
at G6th Army Headquarters in "obe, according to the Commendant, no
duplicate coples of any records were kept at the Campe, A copy
of an ingomplete pay record from Iluno PY Camp 1s enclosed with
this report. This was the only evidence of payment: that was avalle
able in elither ocump, -

Agoording to the Commandant of these camps, &ll priscners, both
officers and WM, worked willingly., No dlsciplinary action waa

neceneary at iithnr ¢amp to force prisoners to work, When questioned,
the Commandant further stated that at no time wers F.'s in either
camp punished or mistreated, _

A Japanese modical officer visited each Camp once aweek, Any
prisoner injured at work who required ismediateattention was talen
to 8 hoapital at the mine, According to the ¢amp off clale there

rere no aerious injurles or illnesses, an? no prisoners dled during
thetr Internment at elther camp,

In both camps, prisoners were allowed to send out one letter
a month, In neither lllf did prisoners receive mail more than
onee or twice during their entire stay,




Camp offlcl.is stated thaet any Red Croes packages received
were glven to tik prisoners and that none of these supplies were
witheld by the Japesnese, PX facilities were abailsble at Iluno,
Prlsoners could parchase currey powder, tooth paste and three LA
clgarettes a day., No PX facilities were aswsilable at Alrenobe,

-Acoording to our informants, rations received were of a stand-
ard set by the Japanese FW camp quartermaster and were the ssme in a
2ll camps, He further stated that the rations received by priesoners
in these two camps were larger than the amounts. allotted to the
Japanese guards, In both camps prisoners did thelr own cooking.
“Kltchen facllitles in both camps seemed to be adequate, but were
quite primitive according to american atandards, Water was piped
into both klichens. A typical days menu, as reported by Japanese
officiala, follows: E Uy | -

Breakfast- Ebup; rice, plckled vegetables,
Supper- Various vegetables, meat, and rice,

For the noon meal the prisoners made lunches to be carried
to the mines. These consisted of various Jepsnese foods which could '
stand the high temperature of the vworking areas, '
In-addition to ratione issued by the Japanese government, flour
was furnished by mine officiale for the use of Pi's in baking.,
According to Captaln Naruwa, the food was more than adequate
agcordling to Japanese standsrds, but not up to American army standsm
Following 1s a description of each camp, .

Ikuno #4
This camp 1a located 2 5/10 miles nort! of the town of Ikuno
& fev hundred yards from the maln bulldings of the mine. Barracks
were sulflelent for the adeguate houging of the prisoners. Mont
prisoners were housed in small three or four man rooms which conte
ained sleeping mats and shelves for perscnal effects. All quarters
were equipped with eleotric lights., Latrines and wasbing faglilities
were adequate., These facilitiesz had the appearance of having been
freshly cleaned prior to our arrival, '
The camp is surrounded by a ten foot board fence topped with
wire. The guard conslested of nine Japanese enlisted men who had
speclal quarters within the enclosure. In addition to the guards
there were five Japanesc NGO's who handled camp administration,
The camp was opened on 28 March 1945, Bulldings were completed
Just prior the arrival of the prisonera, Three hundred and ninety
8ix prisoners arrived on 29 March and forty three arrived on 31
March, "Twenty seven of these prisoners came from the T wawi
Camp at Zobe. All other prisoners were sent here from Wakayama,

The camp contained the following prisoner personnel; __ﬂu—l
Civilliana >

Officers Enlisted Men
American 17 {4 s
English 1; 365 1 z B
Australlian -
Duteh 1 =
Canadian & 2 E
New Zealan ) et
W i 3 28
(2) -

L



_+ -efficers decart’d on thelr owa durlng the lsat wesr of sa t, but

: Prisoner camp commander was avn Amerlasn LT Colonel. Mince _
- all cepies of prisoner rosters were sent -to 6th army hesdquarters
. in Kobe, bls nswe was not aveilable, Siics Y ot eI S TR
.. . ¥With the signing of the truce, evacuation of ihe camp started,
1x efflicers were sent to Kove on 22 Aufust,  Pour officers were
went to Tsurugs, two to Akenove, four to liode, toree to lictogawa,
- oune to Malbara, and four to Hircimta, all leaving on 31 august,
~ The balance of the prlacners lefi for fokohauza on 2 September, ~ '~ - -
- . These men .were Turnlehed ratlons for the trip by Jepsnese offieclals, =
The irlp wes made by train, 7These men were under Major PisL, & = . o
‘prieoner offlcer, and other offlcers selected by the priesonéras
EajJor PAl. collected the srms of the dapanete guards snd the prisoners, -
took these tp Yokohamwa with them. The Commandant stat-d that sevirkl

aince the eaxp.was entirely under prisoner supervieion = ibe

aigning of tip ‘fruge, He was unable to teen ageurate account of thesg
(cAkinobe f6 . . N AT, . , |
i )JW oamp 13 loceted fn an unfaveradle ajot on the steep slde. ’
of the canyon of a amall mountsin Btreas. Dué to.thie poar Ieeation,
-about half of the aamp waa: completly washed saway during receut .~ .. -.l
beavy Traina, The osmp im sltuated, twenty kilometers west of Ikuno, V4
.-~ The eaap yoe surrounded by a ten fopi board Tence tLopped with ]'
¥ire,  Sinve tlio alreas was included in the prisen eompound,’ &
large portion of this has been destroyed by flood,  High,wa , . :l
completely destroyed the malin barrsolks s one _1nrln-_s.-;ni- several '
amall bBulldingm, The remeining buildings includs & dis nenry
- wWhiok conteimed = gmell ‘pharmacy, an examining room, &nd & thirty '
oix bed rest room for those slightly 111, There was one kitehen ;
Sullding eontaining the kitehen 1tmel? and quarters for those F¥W's . |

R e

% iwho 'workefl gy oooks,  Kitchen facilities wers crude from an American.

standpoint, Later was piped inte the bui lding, | .
cContained in one small bullding were the orderly rogm . of the 31
Pi's, & blshﬂ- shop, and quarters for fHiriseners {ltg"‘lq etighs %'
§ body of the prisoners was housed in one large Darracoks which
was destroyed b, floeds, According to the Scmmendsnt 11t had a '
Oapaciliy . of 200 men, Dedr were arransed in tiers three high, ¥From: = .
hie deseription, 1t wauld appear that the bullding wes grestly uvere |'

" There were two latrines for all ﬁ‘xm whigh geemed to be
i-n::ﬁ;\;r ssnltary, but hardly sdequate for Lhe large numbsr of Rt

1 L ) a Tadd . -
. Frisoners were allowed to produce their own entertxinments and 3
we vere Informed that they received musiosl inetruments from the . '
Internantional YMCA, |

Thé oamp wane guarded by nine Japansse erlisted men, Thelr arms -
and smbunition sre at present stored ia the Pollice ptation at Yoga, 4
about two kilometers from the camp, The Commandant stated that ;
he had received no instructions on their dlsposition, We instructed . :
him to continue to hold the arms until further orders,

. mm vad © _ﬁnul.; Ma gtﬁ. shortily arier the
[¢] fige "n #oners ved, a
were sent here from the Talshe canp in ouu,m came 'f:'m
Sakurijume oamp at Opaka, :
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and 27 came from mu&amwa. 9 July age Amaﬂm !{adinl STrLoer
arrived frox Opaka snd on lﬁ July an Australian eniicsteéd man
errived rram Qesltagy. n ’il iugust tun .:r-it* sk Varrant Officers

'r"l

.'-nrrivea. et
‘The PW's 1rm1 111;& t.h-r foll :ﬁfing pmvmmnul. o _
MR . Cfficera £ Eﬂlintﬁd Han ot -ﬂlﬁlii;gi_;'
i J.li!r'iﬁﬂn AR R B R i+ dhe Ui, S SR PO '
A ~Fu51+a? g AN e e L
- . JAusitralian 3 P 3 % o 3.4 G e (e
R . T O . . . . ¥ j . : L . !? _-"-.-' ,

- ‘Hlth thn 51!3*111”..; af the traca the d!apanitton of . t.he Pﬂ'-ﬁ iy s
- staried, The Commandent stodedd ‘El"ﬂt their departure wes under the = .
direotlion 6f Y officere and that thurn-fur Ml ‘!.nfqrmltlun on ’l-hllll" A~ !
dt‘pa!'tuﬂ 48 _inconplete, : v Tt
T .On 5 September, 25 Fi's were sent. to the ﬂum Eit.nl as e &
_put.h:nti, The ﬂnmmﬂant informed us tist: these patie 'le‘ ALY (7% . f
~ .~ sent on the recommendation of the Amertean P¥ medical offfger . - 7  ®
'~ to prepare them for the trip-to-Manila and to thely hnuu.irhen TN ¥
- questicned, he statod that they were not ‘seriously 11l and that they -
had not ﬂqu!.roﬂ hospitallzation prior. to the truul, 8ix Fﬁﬂﬂﬂm
_want along vith the patienth xs escorte,
- .The body of “the priscners left on 9 mpmmm Thu dnplrt.url
wan srranzed br'a comnittee of five PW Officers, AR Amerigan - .-
medleal Captain wne in charges The P¥'e lefi by truak h.nﬁ tﬁiﬂl‘hi
"0 the raflroad statlion, goinz to ‘-"l:l‘a:ahnm by tradn, v w
' The Commhn&ant ntn‘l:.ad that thirty rfive prischers- “1eft on th-u'
own and that he Jo-sn't ¥now where they went, Apparently t.h- _
prisoners wpre left completly alone sfter the signing of the truce ' -
and therefor our information on their departdre ‘As not complete, '
sines Japanege sulhoriiles kept very informal ‘.Hiurda nf‘ their de-
parture,
Both of these F¥ camps are !‘llltiwlr nev lllll thﬂlfnm prnblbly
much betier Lhan Lhe average, According o Japanese :gmh.rd m;
. arg probably aore than adequat~, but 1in our opl nla? ¥y fall
far below u-riu-n It.a.m‘!!ﬂ‘dl for the :d-qut- hnu- N nl' wimmﬂ

: ul‘ war,

o

ol . . ,'.f T

o mmt‘:-_ a
lat Lt, Inf :
Hunﬂr,r Tm lﬂ

ROBERT L BRODBEGK
lst Lt, Inf _
I'llnﬂm jean 25

DECLA&S]FIE[}
‘d‘“m'}“tﬂm

I



DECLASSIFIED

Authority W) FEZOTY



DECLASSIFIED
AllimﬁlMEEE |



	1275003 (1)
	1275003 (2)
	1275003 (3)
	1275003 (4)
	1275003 (5)
	1275003 (6)
	1275003 (7)
	1275003 (8)

