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« W. €, Elliott

Trensnittal of Report dmauu

5 6 MAR 1947
Recovered Personnel Divisien

1. Attentien is invited to Report of Investigation Divisien,
Legel Seotion, General Headquarters, Supreme er for the

Allied Povers No, 3, dated 31 Octobar 1946, furnished your office

B-29 mmber 44-69978, piloted by lst Lts Samuel B, Hitt, 0730029,
missing 25 May 1945, with the exception of the five survivers who
have been returned te military contrel,

2, Attached is a copy of case Number 350, of Investigation
Division, Legal Seetion, GHQ, SCAP, furnished for your information
and file, This investigation is trying to establish the identity of
the two crew members of plane 44=69978, decapitated by the Japanese,

Gt st of 1o
of
Div,., Legal B-e.,’
GHQ SCAP No, 350
étd 22 Jan 47.
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Date: 22 January 1947

Report of Investigation Division, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP, Osaka Branch

g 1
Inv, Div. No, s .

350 : CRD No, : Report by: Roy T, YOSHIDA
' '

Titles Correcteds
Takayoshi SAKAINO, et al,

Synopsis of facts: Noboru YAMAMOTO denies participation in the bayonet:
| ting of the corpse of Lt MVERY and further allegos Sgt/l
Maj SAKAINO dmpnn-« two flyers, neither of whom he

N ,’ can identify by
N o
REFERENCE;
Report of laj, L. H, BARNARD, dated 30 December 1946,
e

Q At Osakas
\ The title of the ease is corrected from Takayoshi SANANO to Takayoshi SAKATNO
§: to reflect correct spelling of his name,

On 18 Jemuary 1947 Hoboru YAMANOTO former 2/c Pvt of the MABUCHI Co was in-
~ terrogated at the Osaka Branch Office, Legel Sectdan G, SCAP, Tnvestigation
Division, by reporting sgent, par the of
Lt, FUIRY's body end for information mug any al -nt of other B~29 fliers,
Original of situation map is being transmitted to GRD with copy of this report,
(See inclosure #2).

YAMAMOTO states that at 2400 26 May 1945: during.an air raid a B-29 crashed
1.n & rice field 1500 meters east of the espany deadquerters, Immediately after
the plane erash his p).wm was orderedfo’ assembls in:front of the platoon quar=
ters by 2nd Lt (FNU) HAKAMURA. The platoon was:! ors
from the seeme of the oras)
recelve further crders from the company commander Nasaaki MABUCHI, The pla
was then withdrawn approximately 3 kiloneters from the scene of the cras!
the river where they repained the Test of the night.

On 27 tay 1945 TAIOTO e essignod as guard in the ares of the plane orash
‘noon wntdl 2000, He returned to his quarters upon relief that night,

On23“19[.5!‘!"14‘0wl&hhhphhnlu‘ulin‘ltothlh{umm

Distribution: :n-m-u-nw o
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SORX A

company headqy on the defense positions.
Their subsistence were delivered to them, ehize they were in position,

0n 29 May 1945 st 1100 TAUIOTO v gned to the gbeervation post on
the hill behind the company headquarters, Vhile he wes there, he mede the
following observation of the lmﬂtinl going on in the section of the hllpll
yards where the and the were carried

“After I had been on duty for several hours in the Seirvatien poets ©
saw two injured fliers sitting on mete of straw. In preparations for the exe=
cutions, they ti Tliars! hania to s tres o either sde vith These aeae
outspresd to knp their bodies up-right. The fliers seemsd so badly
that they could not stend up without assistence, They made & loop of rope tied
to the end of & bamboo rod to hold the fliers' hesds erect to permit decapitation.
Then I saw Sgt/Maj Takeyoshi SAKAINO come out of the Co He-aqu-nm with &
sword in hie hand, I did not see the actusl use of ny
ness and I turned my head away just ac the Sgt/Haj l'l.kAyoﬂM SAKATHO todk ihe
decapitation stance by raising the sword over his head, After bout five mimutes
I arousd and I waw that the heads vere separated from the corpses. The
headluss corpses were ctill tied in tho provicus position, Imedistely atter

that the non-comnissioned officers gathered the raw recruits emd, cutting
the bodies of the twe fliers, msde preparation for the bayonetting that fellowed
the execution, The badies of the fliers vere propped up against an chiect s
that they could not fall over. The non-comniseioned offlcers directed that the
bayonet practice contimue for approximately thirty minutes."

YAUAMDTO naned 2nd Lt (FWU) KIKUCHI, Sgt (FNU) YAMANOTO, and Sgt (FNU)

rro:m 2% being pm.nt at the  sssa outions, He cannot recall the names of the
but recalled that in the later conversation with ITO

(m), znq/n m uf ond Lt (m) KIKUCHI's platoon, who told his impression of
the exscution, most of the non-commissioned officers not on duty Slambere s
present at the bayonetting, Witness recalled that the villagers of Aza Enoki,
Hiyoshi-mura, Chosei-gun, Chiba-ken were also staniing along the rold leading be=
side the temple, He camnot recall any of the villegers nemes since he was not
acquainted with anyone there. (See inclosure 1 for Noboru YAMANOTO's complete
sworn statement),

'UNDEVELOFED LEADS:

The Tokyo Offi

A6 Tokyo = F411 m.rngm Hatsuo mmmx, Sacext. 210, presexily Liskes
cerated in SUGAMO Pris their of
Lt ENERY's body, and obtat; gy and
ultinate disposition of the other De29 cron ombore:

report the result of the demand placed on the Japanese Govermment for
the m.uury and biographical history of subjects.

At Gumma-ken, Sets-gun, Hagemura, Tenshojinai, Gumma Koto, Shiken Gakko=
w1 nzo HIMENO his par

in the of
LG‘;TI'I body and fwr information nmmrnb‘ mistreatment of other B~29 crew
members.

¥ill report the result of investigation requested in ‘the

a ting of
A1) Amtarrogets Xozb HIWHR concorning his participation dn the bayonotting
Lt EMERY's body and for information concerning beatings of other B~29 crew members.

The Sappore O
o Beppers < WALL interrogate TOKAUA, TAKEURA, KUBO, SHLTNA, GOWO, COSHTMA

S ASSIFIED
- @




S0RZ
and YAMAMOTO concerning the beating of prisoners.

EENRING
2 Incle:
Inclosure 1 - Statement of Noboru nmmo dated 18 Jamuary 1947,
Incloeure 2 = Location map drawn by Noberu YAMAMOTO,
“3a
—
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interrogated at the Osaka Branch Office on 18 January
+ Yoshida, Investigator, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP,

Lorx

Noboru Y,
1947 by Mr. Roy
Noboru YAUAMOTO, after being duly sworn to speak the truth consolentious:

1y,
adding nothing whatsoever, testitied o toir co 0 lir, Roy T, Yoshida, Investi-
§ayers Legal Section GHQ, 'SCAP, 1n the ¥ Building, -zﬂguk., Japen, as

ows:

8+ Thet 45 your A1) name, age, address and nationalit,

1
Ghagioboru TAUANDTO, age 23, “I'an a Japanoes messomss 1iving at 2-32 Kande~
cho, Chiguse-iu, Nagoyu-shiy Adohi-ken:

2« Do you expect to remain at your present address for the next six months,
end if not how can your whereabouts in thy future be ascertained?

A,y hone 1o expected to be converted into s hog itel in the near
future and I'am at present looking for an spartment, I ean always be contacted
@t the Chubu Nippon Shimbun (Central Japan Newspaper) at Negoya-shi.

Q. What is your present ocoupation?
+ T am a news reporter for the Chubu Nippon Shizbun,

Qe What was your ocoupation during the war?
A+ I was a student until I wes conscripted on 1 May 1945,

Q. To what Army unit were you assigned?
e oan, s assigned to the Gohoku Infentry Group, 54 Bn, Habuchi Go and when
T was demobilised I was stationed with this nadt ot Daitownura, Ghiba-ken,

Qs TWhere were you on 26 May 19457
A+ Twas at dea Enckd, Hiyoshi-aura, Chosel-gun, Chibe-ken, with my unit.

2. Who wes your company commender?
A It was 1st Lt MABUCHI, Masaoki,

8. TeL1 5o in your own words the events that took place in the vioinity of
your station on 26 May 1945,

denl o0 N0t certain of khe time, but 1t was on the night of 26 ilay 1945, we
had taken cover in an air raid shelter vhen we heard e lerge crash md found that
@ plane had crashed nearby,

% ordered to assemble in fromt of our qusrters and led by 2ni Lt

JAKIMURA, was led to & point approximately 200 seters from the s ot the plane
gpesh and were ordersd to wait. From this point I could see other ‘Platoons
fighting the fire of the wreek. Lt (PNU) NAKAMURA proceed on alome and to receive
bds instructions from Lt MABUGHI, About ten minutes Tetes he returned and led the
Platoon to a poiat 3 kiloneters from the crash along the river.. me remained on

afial the morning, it 0500 we were ondared to return %o our quartere viore
b, Tomalned until noon, 4t moon I was ordered to stand guard over the remains of
ch-mm-nnnm:-mmummtnmt.

On 28 May 1945 our platoon was ordered to the ill behind the compeny heads
Fossters to dig underground defonse positions and we remained theve s1i day, Our
food was brought up to us during the days When our work wes oiee sor. the day ve
returned to our quarters,

quarters,
Sro2oy "y 1945 T got up et 0500 and renained within my quarters aince we vere
'y 1 s "( #i—4he observatic
B Stamy a0, o 200, metors behiod the compmny headquarterss (1 See ensocmee
71,5 untion nep.) I remained on gusd until I was relieved <t se. ro=
ﬁpxzr.zms:"t.wpmu—u-aﬁ.,..m-mumum-
ow JrLle you were on duty at the observation post, what a1d you ses going
on below you in the templs
5 oooyeral houre after I had assmed my post, I sew tro infured fliers
s1tting on mets of sivaw, amd Preparations for their executions sere being sarried

-1
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preparations for the bayonet practice that followed, aut
down from the trees and were propped an object so that they could
not topple over, A-Xro-uua-ym-mtu-dm object, The
Practics eontimued for approximtely

Zhummzmmmmbmmwmmhmmumm
the company headquarters,

Qe Do you recall y others, other than Sgt/iaj(Fuu)SARATIO when you nentions:

As Iwm“mﬂnmlﬂmlmmﬂlbnﬁonm
mshnpnmmd.wmmmumnmmmly. There were others
Mhﬂlmnﬂll,‘mtﬂ:ﬁ'nlﬂldlﬂnu.

3. Jow s 1t possible trat even on a shart acquaintance with men in youwr
company that you recall Sgt/iaj SAKATNO?
ey remesber that all the non~comnissioned officers who were not on duty
wers present . Lt KIKUOHI, Sgt YAMAMDTO (FNU), and Sgt T70JTA were
mmz;m(h-)mm,-mumma‘mdm:nnngumw
o me later in owr quarters.
Qe Where are these men that you mentioned?
A. I annot to sure, but T belleve YAMAIDTO is in Hakodate, Hokkaidog
I in a village near Abashiri in Holdmido.

§e Do you know the present whereabouts of Sgt/taj SAKATIO?
o Noo

Qe Tere there others than soldiers present at the excution?

A At the tim of the exoution, I notdced many of the villagers watehing
the scene from the roads

Qe Did you lnow any of the villagerst
A loy we were not allowed to meet them.

o Did lnow Kogo HINUMA?

2. hl,,‘lmh-lhh. I believe he was a part of Lt (Fnu) KIKUCHI's Flatoons

‘5: met hin in Tokyo after I was demobiliged on 1l
September 1945 and he told m that he was attending Zenrin Ceiji Higher School.

H
t were conditions wder which they weve kept?
‘the

DECLASSIFIED
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corY

. What

h-v-:n happened to them after they wers turned over to the Kemped Tai,
4, Yo,

Q. Can you identify any of the fliers by name?

& W, Ttare never heard their names,

Q many other similar incidences au  your it parts 2
A, m; the one T just deseribed to sl

Are you sure of 1t?
Yos.

ll:wmmhlﬂhn-hlddhwlrlhlmﬂ

/8/t/ WoBORY YAMANOTO

ALLIED OCCUPATION FORGES)
188,
CITY OF OSAKA )

I, Noboru YAMAMOTO, béing duly swo: sworn an oath, state that I had read to me
and understood the translation of the foregoing transcription of my testimony
and a)] statements and answers contained therein, consisting of 3 pages, are true
to the best of my knowledge and belief,

/s/t/ NOBORU YAMAMOTO

Subscribed and swrn to before me this 21st day of January 1947.

/8/%/ BOX T, YoSHIDA
Investigator, Legal Sestion

GHQ SCAP,
ALLID OCGUPATION ToRDES)
588,
CITY OF OSAKA' )
T. Yoshida, Investirator, Llnl Section, GHQ, SCAP, certify that
n 100h oy oF Teommry 1047, pecermally sppeated bafure :;ﬂmé YAIOT0, and
a

ive the fo: ing testimony, lld‘hllﬂmllm Answer:
"umn, 1.-’3'-;—--; that I truly transleted the tostimony into English; that
‘%as transaribed, 1 read it ‘ack to the witness in Japanese;
af#1x00 bis signaturo

e The sat Nobors TAMAKCTO thereto in my presence.
ROY T, YOSHIDA
i Investigator, Legal Section.
OHQ, SCAP.
0SAKA, JAPAN
A Jemuery 1947
Case #350

Tnel 1, Stetement of Hoboru YAKAMOTO, dsted 18 Jan 47.
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