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The inelcsed correspondence is forwarded for information upon which to base a .
reply.

r Ty
TFE ASSIS *OF 8 s
FOR TFE TmET CHIEF.OF STAFF, G- Q
y JOHN A, N &
. NORRIS, JR, i
4 : OGO uebNGnP . \ N
of 1tr fr Phil, AF/A Coloael, GS N
dtd 12 Apr 55 (in dup Chisf, Foraign Liaison Offise Ly
AGAZ (14 Apr 55) 9 MAY 1955
T0 Asst Chief of Staff, G-2 FROM TAG DATE COMMENT IR 2
ATTH: Chief, Fgn Ln Ofec ¥Mr Belnap/T1584

1. Copies of the approved guerrills rosters relating to the guerrilla recog-
nition program in the Philippines, are in the possession of the Chief of Staff,
Armed Forees of the Philippines and the U. 8. Veterans Administration Regional
Office, Manila.

2. The guerrilla recognition program terminated on 30 June 1940. Since that
date great pressure has been exerted on the United States by the govermment of the
Philippines and by Filipinos to reopen and extend the progrem. However, mo au- )\ °
thority exists to alter, amend or modify previous decisions and determinations \
pertaining to that prograum. |

3. The basic communication refers to guerrilla rosters which were elther \ |

acted upon unfavorably or were revoked for various reasoms. All of this material
is considered classified and should not be released. If such information were -

released many individuals would use it in an attempt to support requests for recon- .
sideration, reinvestigation and extension of guerrilla recognition. This office |

\'\-

strongly opposes the release of the data requested. \:‘ ‘
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The Foreign Liaisan Officer

—Offfee of the Assistant Ghief of St-ﬁff (-2

Department ol the ‘Army

T The Pefitagon

- *Ph%ﬂl;p;p ﬂ ey

T NS Pop peferande and rocdrd plrposes, the Philippine

Veterans board of the Phiiippine Gpvernuent desires to
have certain records on the differemt L uerrilla units,

"“4n ‘the Philippines. °It is WYelieved that the records
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désired are being naintuined at the Military Personnel

x hoﬂrﬂn Center at St. Louis, r-iiasopri.

> It will be i raci:_t.aﬂ if through your
w offices, cert iad t.ruu cuyiep of the following
1d be’ i‘urm.ﬁmﬂ thia ofﬁ&u fnr transmittal to the

-| -.-"'l !

{ll Ruﬂ-urn and t.hn:l.r ﬂuppux nts (living and
deceased) of the variouf guerrilla unit..s as
subwitted to the dnfunut {:uerl illa Aifairs

20T e Biviton, PRILIYCON, V. 8. imy on or before

DECLASSIFIED

Jm 3{}: Ilg“fa . .
(n} Fnr ru’éugn‘n'.inn but. were. not rv:.nhni:e:ed-

_(b)" or units previcusly recognized but
. “Wriose rﬂdﬁﬁh“{tiénﬁ 'were later on revoked;

{¢) of units niﬂd but later on recons=-
tructed or ‘reviand‘dalet,ing name s pre-

= viously appearing in original roeters:

{E) Unam;ud and diuaiagrwad individual requests
for recognition (living and deceased);

(3) Historical anc accomplishment records uf puer-
rilla units descrdbed in (a), (b), and () ;.hfnre.
5 1_-':

thanking you for this and past favnru.‘ i remag.n,
1 1_.._\- ol .
- .ﬁ“




CUNCURRENCES, OR SIMILAR ACTIONS '

- e 1
1 MAME OR TITLE IMITIALS CIRCULATE
Mr. R. B. Belnap
ORGAMIZATION AND LOCATION DATE COORDINATION
Admin Ser Div, TAGO
2 FILE
INFORMATION
3 HECESSARY
ACTION
NOTE AND
RETURN
4 SEE ME
SIGNATURE

FMAES Attached hereto is a recommended draft of Comment
Number 2.

The request refers to guerrilla rosters that were
elther not favorably acted on or those revoked for
various reasons. All of this particuler material is
considered classified.

Release of this information would place in the
hanﬂs of maxy individuals data @ff which they in turn
would use in an attempt to support a request for recon-
sideration, reinvestigation and extension of guerrilla
recognition,

Without regard to the classified nature and the
adverse effect of it's release, the records are of such
volumincus quantity that the clerical time spent in
research and reproduction necessary to compile copies
of desired documents would be of considerable magnitude
and expense., Such copies of the requested material as
Imay result would be of no value to either individuals

FROM NAME OR TTLE 5 BATE

Mr. Alexander 22 Apr 55

ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION TELEPHONE

MPRC, RPRB, TAGO 690

Replaces DA AGO FormB05, 1 Apr 48, and AFH
DD 1FEBE[I 95 Furmlﬂ.lﬂﬂwi?.whluhmrham [
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DATE: COMMENT NR. 2 |
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ORGANIZATION AND LoCATION DATE COORDINATION

FILE

INFORMATION

3 HECESSARY

ACTION

KOTE ANMD
RETURN

4 SEE ME

SIGNATURE

REMARKS

invml?ed or to interested Fhilippine Government
Agencies, in regard to service claims with the United
States Government,

Copies of the approved rosters are in the
pcgsessinn of the Chief of Staff, Armed Forces of the
FPhilippines and the U, S. Veterans Administration

 Regional Uffice, Manila. These rosters are the only

rosters authorized to be used in connection with
reécognized guerrilla service,

=
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FROM NAME OR TITLE Togit 1 - DATE
Mr. Ale:-:;l-d%. Ic:rmv,?;.ﬂ\}d 22 Apr 55
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION TELEPHONE
MPRC, RPRB, TACO 690
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. and they are "Classified"

1y been critized from numerous
ure of information relating
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of the Army., It is there-

IN, Major General, USA
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DRAFT

T0: Asst Chief of Staff, G-2 FROM: The

Ad jutant General : COMMENT NR. 2
ATTN: Chief, Fen In O

Mr. Belnap/71984

1. The request

refers to files relating to the Guefrilla Recognition Program

in the Philippines, concerning activities of World War II and they are "Classified"

information.

2. The Guerrilla Recognition Program hag periodically been critized from numerous

sSources and controversial issues have dev oped. Disclosure of information relating

to these records would contribute to a?ﬂiticn&l points of controversy with adverse

effect on American prestige, specifitally the Department of the Army. It is there-

fore recommended that the reques7be denied.

/

.rf
/ JOHN A. KLEIN, Major General, USA

The Adjutant General
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DESCRIPTION OF TERMS FOR TYPE OF SERVICE PERFORMED

Q. _&; USAFFE - This term 18 administratively applied, for class-
ification identity, to those members of the Philippine Army who were
inducted for service with the Armed Forces of -the United States in the
Philippines, (United States Army Forces in the Far East), Such service
commenced on or before the surrender of these forces on 6 May 1942,

4\ B, USAFFE GUERRTLLAS - This term applies to those USAFFE
members who were recognized by the United States Army as manifested
on Initlal Reconstructed Rosters, Casualty Rosters of recognized
Guerrilla Units, or in letters of individual casualty recognition
or non-casualty recognition. These individuals did have military
service with the Armed Forces of the United States on or before
6 May 1942 and subsequent thereto had service in the guerrilla
forces, ' ' la '

&0,  RECOUNLIZED ﬂ%m'uaﬁ.ﬂ_m%p_' - Thim term appliea to per-
gsonnel, ' Sta Army as manifested on Initial
Reconstructed Rosters or Cesualty Rosters of recognised guerrilla
units, or in letters of individual casualty recognition or non-
casualty recognition, These individuals did not have military
service with the Armed Forcés of the United States prior to 7 May

1942 but only subsequent service in the guerrilla forces.

of @, ‘o8 ENLISTEES - This temm applies to those individusls
who being a nor a Recognized Civilian Guerrilles
entered into a valid enlistment in the Commonwealth Army on or
after the liberation of the Fhilippines from the enemy in 1945 but
prior to 1 July 1946. _ |
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Mr, 0. D. McCool:

1. This concerns the question "ho is a recognized guerrilla?"
I think it is important at this time while you are giving information
to Mr. Tepque's Committee.

2. Let's start at the beginning:

a, Please note page 5 and 6 of Administrators Decision
VA No. 746 (copy attached). It is one of their definitions of "active
serviece" for VA benefits.

b. The original law on Philippine Army for U, S. benefits
was Public Law 79-301L (60 Stat 14). This was amended DY Public Law
g0-241 and by Public Law 84-881 (70 stat 857) (70 Stat 862)., Then
came Public Law 85-56 (71 Stat 83) with a slight change and vwhich
repealed Public Law 79-301.

%0f: €. Title 38 US Code (Public law 85-857) House Committee

Nr. 240 Veterans Bemefits is a codification of all laws in the
field of Veterans Affalrs coming within the jurisdiction of the
committee on Veterans Affairs. Under this Title 38, it shows Public
law 85-56 is repealed (except for portions not related to this subject).

7. Tt appears that Title 38 is mnow the law. MNote the wording
nincluding among such military forces organized guerrilla forces
under commanders appoinied, designated or subsequently recognized by
the Commander in Chief, ete". This law does not say ~--Those persons
granted recognition by the Commander in Chief or the Depar tment of
Army. {(Attached ere the coples of appropriate pages from Title 38.)
Please note they even give a definition of the term "Cocmmcnwealth
Army Veteran”.

4. MAlso attached is a copy of a Filipino magazine someone sent
us. Please note the story beginning cn page 2e

5. What I am worried about is that we sit here and say a person's
name must be on the approved Guerrilla Affairs Division rosters in order
to be certified as a recognized guerrilla. The law took care of the
VA 1947 decision but not us.

6. Please look this over and if you say everything is okay, then
I'm satisfied. I don't want to sit down here and keep you in the dark,

Thanks,

hﬁtu.\ﬂea L:'l_ﬂ f\[ﬁ hflq fes
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Elements of Proof Required to Establish USAFFE Status:

If veteran was a member of the USAFFE, you must submit evidence to
suprort induction and service.

Such evidence should consist of the original copy of any military
record you may have in your possession which proves or tends to rrove
that the veteran was in the active military service of the Fhilippine
irmy or Philiprine Constatulary in 1941-42. This may be one (or more)
of the following or similar documents:

Troop rosters dated 1941 or 1942,

General or Special Orders dated 1941 or 1942 showing assign-
ment, transfer, promotion, demotion, ete,

Record of enlistment in 1941 or 1944,

Certificate of induction into the USaFFL.

Receipt for Soldier's Deposit in 1941 or 1942,

Dirloma or certificate of completion of Pre-Tar military
training.

Orders calling reservist to active duty in 1941 or 1942,
Original service records, medical records, ete. in 1941 or
1942,

Guarantoer's receipt for released Prisoner of Var.

Do not send rhotostats or true copies of documents. Do not seng
the Decree of Final Distribution of Arrears in Pay.

In addition to the above, submit evidence in the form of affidavits
from persons who served in the army with the velerans

Such affidavits may consist of the following:

Affidavits in triplicate of at least two members of the USAITE
who belonged to the same unit, not larger than a regiment, as the de-
ceased and who have personal knowledge of the military service of the
deceased in the USAFiE, The affidavits must state the deceased's rank
and organization, the date and rlace of his induction into the USAFFE,
the name of the inducting officer and the military activities ef the
veteran fror the date of induction until the date weteran was last seen
by the affiants,

Fachk affizant must state his own USAFFE rank and organization,
his irmy Serial Number and date of his inductlon into the USAFFE,
iPPiAawite nf mersons who do not furnish this information will not be
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Elements of Proof Required to Establish USATFE Status:

If veteran was a member of the USAFFE, you must submit evidenes to
suprort induction and serviee.

Such evidence should consist of the oripinal eopy of any military
record you may have in your possession which proves or tends to rrove
that the veteran was in the active military service of the Fhilippine
army or Fhiliprine Constatulary in 1941-42. This may be one (or more)
of the following or similar documents:

Troop rosters dated 1941 or 1942,

General or Special Orders dated 1941 or 1942 showing assign-
ment, transfer, promoticn, demotion, ete.

Record of enlistment in 1941 or 1942,

Certifieate of induection into the USAFFE.

Receipt for Scldier's Deposit in 1941 or 1942,

Diploma or certificate of completion of Pre-War military
training,

Orders calling reservist to active duty in 1941 or 1942.
Oripinal service records, medical records, ete. in 1941 or
1942,

Guarantor's receipt for relsased Prisoner of Var,

Do not send rhotostats or true cories of doeuments. Do not send
the Decree of Final Distribution of Arrears in Fay.

In addition to the above, submit evidence in the form of affidavits
from persons who served in the army with the veteran,

Such affidavits may consist of the following:

Affidavits in triplicate of at least two members of the USAFFE
who belonged to the same unit, not larger than a regiment, as the de-
ceased and who have personal knowledge of the military serviece of the
deceased in the USaFrE. The affidavits must state the decsased's rank
and organization, the date and pluce of his induction into the TSAFFE,
the name of the inducting officer and the military activities ef the
veteran fror the date of induction until the date weteran was last seen
by the affiants.

Eack affiant must state his own TSAFFE rank and organization,
his &rmy Serial Number and date of his induction into the USAFFE,
Affidavits of persons who do not furnish tkis informetdon will not be
considered,

In gach case, the affidavits must be based on the affiant's
1 knowledpge (i.e,, the affisnt must have been a personal wit-
ness tﬂ the facts attested to)., The affiants must also explain clear-
ly how they came to have knowledge of the facts attested to,

It is importzot that these affidavits be subscribed and swern to
before a duly aprointed or authorized oath azdrministering offiecer. Any
affidavit not properly sipned and swernyill bé considered invalid.

Do pot send another affldﬂriﬁ sig &, rerson who had already
exscuted an affidavit which syou has ﬁ“ﬂzevlﬂhﬁ subkmitted to RFD or
ACRD in surrort of subgect[& allﬁgg Ilﬂ&:? gervice,

ot
s &"Tdei“&@ﬁ 5
r_, N

KGRI 7 AN
VB Form #54
(Revised 22 Jun 51)
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COPY
AGAZ Philippine Claimg Handled by JAGO
TJAG TAG, Admin Sve Div 4 Angust 1953
ATTH: Claims In Office Lt Col Shaw/73926
LtCol Taylor
Roem 3E 336

1. Reference Memorandum to Claime Iiaison Office from Personnel Claims Branch,
10 July 1953, subject: "AUS Status of Fhilippine Army and Philippine Scouts Units,®
Reference memorandum had attached as Inclosure 1, a copy of letter from Clainms
Division to Military Personnel Recorde Center, 10 June 1953, same subject, which

requested the AUS status of 24 Philippine Army and Philippine Scout units and informa~

tion from the recerds of 98 claimante.

2. Military Personnel Records Center has a large backlog involving Philippine
recoris and better service can be given on ingquiries involving AUS status (only) by
having them processed in Organization and Directory Sectlion of this office, In-
quiries involving individuals mmet continue to be processed by Recovered Fersonnel
Records Section, Military Personnel Records Center,

3, It is requested that status and personnel requests be submitted separately
as follows:

&, Addresc status requests involving Philippine unite to TAG, ATTN: Opere-
tions Branch, Washington 25, D, C.

b. Address personnel requests involving Philippine unit personnel to
Commanding Officer, Military Personnel Records Center, ATTH: HPRS, 4300 Goodfellow
Boulevard, 5t. Louis 20, Missouri,

FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:

(Stamped) ALTON D. SHAW, Lt. Col, AGC
Ex 0, Admin Sve Div, AGO

(Typed) BRUCE EASLEY, JR., Colonel, AGC
Chief, Admin Sve Div, TAGO

INFORMATION COPIES:
€0, MPRC, St. Leuis, Mo,

l_
|

*JeTlUn 40J ALOQ

yourdg S184
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July - 31 - 52
Dear Sir:

I have the honor to inform you that the Guerrillas of Sta. Fe
Brigade under the over all command of self styled Col, Iibonao thet
was attached to self styled Brigo Pacpgn of Caloocan, I know that
they are not realy genuine and I was one of their menber vietimized
by this racketer, Iibunao ie an employee of MRR Co, and he had been
doing this foolishness for long time and he is not supposed to be
recognized, if it is true he must be dropped for his recognition
because they are not a resistance movement sgainst the Japanese during
the dark days., I know this pecple who they are, I am an Intelligence
Officer of the Democracy always with in my heart, So stop payment for
this unit like Flas under Menuel Galicia, Brig. Gen., Pacuan, éﬂgffﬂ’
Blue Eagle, and Villanueva, and other unit which is feke. There are
plenty who went with the spearhead of the liberation forces just like
in Fangasinan they saerifices the blocody fight ageinst the Japanese
Army, but the reward of theirs services are stil] none, they fight for

the seek of the Democracy,

(Intelligence Officer)
F.- E- Ii-

-
L=

youelg saep ‘retun JoF Adog
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HEADQUARIERS
ADJ UTANT OENERAL TECORDS DEN0SITORY
61330 ARMY UNIT
A0 928

AGRD=VA

Trnest Schein
Attorney at Law
815 Seventeenth 5t.
Washington, b. G,

&
L

youedg s49p freTyn Joy Ldoj

/’[ -y (Wil
M—"hl.""' LA 'I. e - "'I.'

i e y

Dear My. Scheln? /,..-"’ W vet

to your lotters dated 18 Jupé 1952 referring
to J.:’iﬁ of El "Santa Fe Srigade, Unit No, 2" and the
"Chinese Volunteers Independent infantry", alleged guerrilla
units that operated in the ihilippine Islands during W i,
T wish to inform you that the guerrill u-,-,-.u jon_program

d by the lescoversad ersoune

F'MHJ;::‘;::W H‘Eﬁ"'ﬁ and was concluded on 30 June 13L0.
Subsequent to that date, no Depariment of the Army agency
has the authority to review, alter or regognize any guerrilla
nnits.

Flq

from the records available in this office, the "Santa
fe Brigade" was not favorably considered for racognition and
there is mo vecord of the "Chinese Volunteers Independent

Infantry®s

It is regretted that a wore favorable reply eannot be
mads «

Jincerely yours,

2

ALBERT A, LINDQUIST
Gﬁlllrll, AUC
Conmanding

S A ]GHNSGH
Captain, AGC
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ERNEST SCHEILN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

815 Seventeenth Street, N.W. 333 lorth lichigan Boulevard
Washington Chicago
Sterling 3576 June 18, 1952 Central 1966

Commanding Officer, 0133rd Army Unit
Adjutant General Records Depository
AP0 928, c/o Fostmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear Sir:

T have been asked to represent the members of the unit
of guerrillas during the Fhilippine action of iorld War Il
known as the "Santa Fe Brigade, Unit No. 2". This organiza-
tion was under the leadership of Brig. General Leopocldo C.
Tacuan,

T have conducted a very thorough investigation respect-
ing the claims of the members of this unit for compensation,
and am convinced that they are entitled to pay to the same
degree as the members of many units which have been paid for
their services during the war.

T hawve further made a canvas of the agencies here which
may be interested and involved in the adjudication of the
claims of these soldiers, At this time, however, 1 have been
referred to you by the Adjutant General of the Department of
the Army for full information according to your records on
the status of these volunteers.

Any information which you may give me at the present
time will be greatly appreciated and will assist in bringing
about a degree of justice in this matter, which thus far has
been neglected in the adjudication of Fhilippine veterans'

rights.
Sincerely yours,
s/ Ernest Schein
es/fl t/ BErnest Schein

F.5. Flease answer to my office in Washington, D.C,

A TRUS COFY:




ERNES SCHEIN
ATTOENEY AT LAW

615 Sev?ntaenth Street,N.W, 333 North Michigan Boulevard
Washington Chicago
Sterling 3576 June 1§, 1952 Central 1966

Commanding Officer, 8133rd Army Unit
Adjutant General Records Depository
AFO 928, c¢/o Fostmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear Sir:

I have been asked to represent the members of the
unit. of guerrillas during the Fhilippineaction of World
War II known as the "Chinese Volunteers Independent Infantry".
ghis organization was under the leadership of Colonel Shih I.
heng.
ae

1 have conducted a very thorough investigation respect-
ing the claims of the members of this unit for compensation,
and am convinced that they are entitled to pay to the same
degree as the members of many units which have been paid for
their services during the war.

I have further made a canvas of the agencies here which
may be interested and involved in the adjudication of the
claims of these soldiers. At this time, however, I have been
referred to you by the adjutant General of the Department of
the Army for full information according to your records on the
status of these volunteers,

4ny information which you may give me at the present
time will be greatly appreciated and will assist in bringing
“about a degree of justice in this matter, which thus far has
"been neglected in the adjudication of Fhilippine veterans!

rights,
Sincerely yours,
s/ Ernest Schein
es/f1 t/ Ernest Schein

P.5., Tlease answer to my office in Washington, D.C,

A TRUE COFY:

DECLASSIFIED
Authority_in d %3078
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12 Mareh 1953
¥+ Ernest Schein
ittorney at Law
815 Seventeesnth Street, N. W.
Washington, De Ce

Dear Mr, Schein:

Your letters dated 9 and 10 February 1953 referring to the
wp-ﬂug_mu, nSanta Pe Brigade” and the "Chinese Volunteers
" have been forwarded from the Fhilippines as the
umtmmnwmmmmm-d,mm

records of that unit were transferred to this office.

The unit, mvmmmumw,umm
mufu,u-mm:mit. The period of recognition is very
limited, and requests for revision of the recognition period were
not favorably considersd. The "Santa Pe Brigade” was not initially
recognised, and all requests for recognition received prior to the
discontimmance of the recognition program were not favorably considered.
The Ouerrilla Affairs Division of » Philippines-Ryukyus
Command conducted the recognition program, the authority for which ex-
pired 30 June 1948, I might add that the arrears in pay program was
concluded on 31 December 1949. No authority exists for this or any -
other office to alier the findings of the Guerrilla Affairs Division,
or to reopen the program for review, This provision applies equally
hthdﬂ.ﬂntimﬁrmlnm- |
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ERNEST SCHEIN
ATTORMNEY AT LAW

815 SEVENTEENTH STREET,N.W. 333 NORTH MICHIGAN BOULEVARD
WASHINGTON CHICAGO
STERLING 3876 February 10, 1953 CENTRAL 1966

Colonel Albert A. Lindquist

Hdgrs., Adjutant General Records Depository
8133D Army Unit

APO 928, c/o Postmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear Colonel Lindquist:

I wrote you under date of February 9, 1953 relative to
the Santa Fe Brigade which you advised was not favorably con-
sidered for recognition as a guerrilla unit operating in the
Philippines during the recent war,

In my letter I limited myself to the Santa Fe Brigade be-
cause you intimated that there was a record of this unit from
. which unfavorable action resulted. I urged that since the
matter was of record befnre 30 June 1948, it is possible, accord-
ing to information o me in Washlngtun to obtain a re-

view and reconsideration at Y T TG s e ——
T e A S T A AT S s SN B A

By coincidence almost immediately after posting my letter,
I received from Manila further information concerning the unit
which I called "Chinese Volunteers Independent Infantry". Ap-
parently this was called in your records "Chinese Volunteers in
the Philippines". My correspondent has sent me a photostatic
copy of a communication from Headquarters 6th Army dated 16 May
1945 effecting the recognition of this unit., I enclose this
photostatic copy herewith together with a copy of a letter dated
31 May 1945 signed by Captain Brooke Stoddard specifically
recognizing the unit as an authorized element of USAFFE.

Under the circumstances I request in this particular also
that you again consult your files and reconsider the action
reported to me in your prior correspondence.

Respectfully yours,

Wvﬂ&%

Ernest Schein

es/fl
Enclosures
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HEADGUARETRS 3TATH ARMY
office of the Assisatant Chief of ?taff, G=2
Special Intekligence 3ub-3ection
ATO 442

16 May 1945

370.64-B
SUBJECT : Recognition of Guerrilla Units.

TO :+ Commanding Officer

Rizal Guerrilla Group : J
e/c Hesdquarters, 43rd Inofantry Division

AP0 43

1. The following guerrilla units are recognized by
by the Commander-ineChief, Southwest Faclific Area, as
authorized elements of the United 3tates Army Forced in :
the Far FTast, effective as of the date specified after each un.

unit listed §

Yay Regiment,Marking's Fil-Americans

Hq 24 Bn - 13 Mar 45
Hq 3rd Bn 13 Marg45 |
Cos B,H,M 13 Mar 45 : |
: ngLinﬂse Volunteers in the Fhilippines ;
, Provisional Battalion 14 Mar 45 I
Co B, Provisional Battalion 14 Mar 45

2. Under the provisions of Excutive Order No.21l,

by the President of the Commonwealth of the Philippines,
dated 28 October,1944, the status of members of these
units is that of 8fficers and enlisted men of the Phil-

ippineg Army.

3. When there is no further immediate need for the
employment of these units in combat, arrangements will
be made for thier transportation to one of the foldowing
points for organization and equipmént by Philippin Army
agencies : '

Camp Calasiao, Pangasinan
Camp Olivas, Fampanga
Camp Murphy, Rizal

/8/% Vi o STUART
PLt /1?0 . STUART
Captain,CAC
Asst AC of 5, G-2

Reproduced by 3 43rd Inf Div 20 May 45



DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
RIZAL GUERRILLA BROUP
ATTACHED TO 43RD DIVISICN
000000000

31 May 45
SUBJECT: RECOGNITICN OF GUERRILLA UNITS

To : 00, CHINESE PROV. BN,,

l. The folleowigg unit under your command has been

recognized as suthorized elements of the USAFFE

by the SIXTH APMY, letter AG 384 A=2, Supplements
2 & 3; '

a; Chinege Prov, BN Co, "A"
b. HQ; Chinese Prov, BN
¢e Chinese Prev, BN Co, "R%

For the Cemmanding General

Egﬂﬂu
BRCOKE STOLDDARD
CAPTAIN, CAV,. AUS
Commanding

Digtribution:
1l = G=1 43rd Div.

1 - 0B, Chinese Prov, BN
l « file

The abeove is the true copy proper signed by authorizad pereon;

COLONEL INFAR
ASN No. 42960
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ERNEST SCHEIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BIS SEVENTEENTH STREET, M. W. 333 NORTH MICHIGAN BOULEVARD

WASHINGTON CHICAGO
ETERLING 3576 Fehruarw}r g’ 1953 CENTRAL IDES

Colonel Albert A. Lindquist

Headquarters, Adjutant General Records Depository
8§133D Army Unit

APO 928, c¢/o Postmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear Calﬁnel'Lindquist:

Under date of July 2, 1952 you addressed a letter to me in reply
to several inquiries which I made concerning the status of the "Santa
Fe Brigade, Unit No, 2" and the "Chinese Volunteers Independent In-
fantry", You informed me that the program for guerrilla recognition
was concluded on 30 June 1948 and that subsequent to that date no
Department of the Army agency would have the authority to review,
alter or recognize any guerrilla units.,

Further, you advised me that although there is no record of the
"Chinese Volunteers Independent Infantry", the recards available in
your office show that the "Santa Fe Brigade" was not favorably con-
sidered for recognition.

As to the latter unit, I have made additional inquiries both
factually with the groups in the Philippines whom I represent and
procedurally in the Department of the Army,

In connection with the first, I have a statement, a copy of which
I send you, executed by General L. G. Pacuan, indicating not only that
the unit was entitled to recognition, but that it was actually
recognized by the U.,S. Army. In the matter of procedure, although
it may be, which I admit only for the sake of argument, that where
there is no record of request for recognition &= there remains no
agency for the determination of status, I am advised that where sfstus
was considered and recognition rejected, the matter may be reviewed.
Since your notification of July 2, 1952 was the first word that we
have had that the "Santa Fe Brigade" was not favorably considered for
recognition, I believe that the case is one for meritorious considera-
tion at this time,

After careful thought and preparation, I am addressing this com-
munication first to you so that it may be coursed through channels
before I take it up with higher authority.

I appreciate your interest and your position in this matter and
I ask that you please further consider my duty as a lawyer to echaust
all possible remedies in behalf of a group of veterans who appear to me
to be deserving of more equitable treatment than has thus far been ac-
corded them,
Respectfully
-
" -

S S ffice. and in the AGRD thTu the help orewess

O J,ﬂ'. »
e [/
J

e

—— — - il
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SANTA FE BRIGADE, RAIT, UNIT 2, L.G. PACUAN
UNDER COL. HUGH STRAUGHN,0-2515%, U.5. BMY
(Recognized by the U. S. Army)

No. 116 Lactao St. San Juan, Rizal

SUBJECT: Additional Information and Manifestation for the
Immediate Release of the Payment of the Santa Fe

Brigade, Unit No., 2

TO: ATTY. ERMEST SCHEIN
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Thru ATTY. FRANK BRADY
MANILA, PHILIPPINES

l. 1In connection with my present petition for arrears
in pay of my guerrilla organization, Sta Fe Brigade, Unit No, 2,
1 am duty bound to appreciate highly your ability in digging all
the records in the Adjutant General Records Depository in St.
louis, Missouri, and other departments concerned for our claims.

2, 1In addition to your manifestation, I wish to inform
you that in 1950, I offered my unit to participate in the Korean
conflict under the banner of the United Nations Forces to fight
against communism, I contacted Col. Reeves, Vice-commander of
the USAV. second in command to Gen. Howard Turner, Chief of the
Clark Field Airbase, and Col. Gustav Neuberg, Chief of the
Guerrilla Affairs Division. However, these requests were not
given favorable action due to the fact that the Philippine Army
had already contributed solidiers for that war.

3, When Col. Gunn offered this unit for the Airline
Assembly and Repair Plan to tackle the job for the fifteen
nations, we willingly accepted on condition that as soon as we

recelve our pay.

4, In 1952 I contacted Gen, Ralph Lovett, Commanding
Officer of the U.S. Veterans Administration, requesting him to
show and help me in the alocation for the payment of this unit,
Gen. Lovett answered me that he was only incharged for the
benefits of war widows and veterans., However, he requested me
to remain two copies of my request, '

5. In 1949 I contacted Col, David Turner, Adjutant
General of the AGRD in the Philippines. Upon showing him my
certification, he admitted that his signature which appear in my
certification was authentic and that my unit was recognized. He
chowed me the book and Isaw that my organization, Sta Fe Brigade,
Unit 2, was the only one recognized among the four units.

6. I have verified the status of my organization in
the Guerrilla Affairs Division in Clark Field Airbase, Philip-
+hru the help of Lt. Col. Gustav Neuberg, Chief of that

ines
Eifiﬁé, and in the AGRD thru the help of warrant officer David R,
Turner at that time Adjutant General.

<. PBeside contacting all the officers stated above,
ertaining to my unit that had been forwarded to

ments :
sl abh PErank Brady, were received by me thru an officer

you thru AETY,
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of the AGRD by the name of Copolman, under Chief investigator,
Major Greene,

8. For these reasons, I do hope, that these supple-
mentary manifestations would collaborate with your previous
manifestations before the department of the army and the U. S,
Court of Claims,

Attached herewith are my previous letters to dif-

ferent American officers in the Philippines under U, §S. Army
as inclosure for your information and guidance,

13 January 1953

Respectfully,

s/ LEOPOLDO G. PACUAN
Brigadier General
Overall Commander



Hq, €133rd Army Unit, AGRD, AGRD-E 400,312, Subj: Request for Rooter

D/M 413.8 (27 lar 52) 1st Ind

HEADQUARTERS, PHILIFPINES COLUAND (AIR FOKGE) AND THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE,
APC 74, 17 APR 1952

TU: Commanding Officer, Adjutent Gereral Records Depository, €l33rd
Army Unit, APO 928

1. Subject request for Rooter is not favorably considered at this
time for the following reasons:

a. No Rooters are available within Depot stock.

b. The time invclved, pending USAF approval before procurement
could be effected, would exceed the present life expectancy of the instal=-

lation.
BY CCHMAND CF MAJOR GENERAL MOORE:
1 Incl /s/t/ THCKAS A. COYLE
n/c 2d Lt, USAF
Asst Adj Genersl
CUPY

DECLASSIFIED z
Authority _ln N Q{ %ﬁﬂ‘]'&




HEADQUARTERS
8133RD ARMY UNIT
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECCRDS DEPUSITCRY
APO 928

AGRD-E 400,312 27 March 1952

SUBJECT: Regquest for Rooter

T3 Commanding General
Philippines Commend(AF) and Thirteenth Air Force
Clark Air Force Base
APC 74
ATTN: Deputy for Materiel

Request approval of the attached Requisition No. PAC 203, ENG 52-711
for e rooter to be utilized at this installation for the cperation of the
senifary fill, Incressing difficulty is being enccuntered in cutting the
sanitery fill to the minimem required depth. The utilizsticn of the
rooter will save ear and maintenance ccsts on the D-7 Bulldozer presently

on hend, authorized, and in use, and will provide a more effective and
usable sanitary fill,

¥

FOR THE COMMANDING CFFICER:

1 Incl /s/t/ 5. G. COCK
a/s Capt  AGC
Adjutant

DECLASSIFIED .
Authority a1 dl 8‘% 3018
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HEADQUARTERS
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPQSITORY
2133RD ARMY UNIT
APO 928

7 APR 1952
AGRD=-R 201 - CASTILIO, Eugenio M, C,

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Correspondence

TO ¢ Commanding General
Philippines Command (Air Force) and
13th Air Forece, Clark Air Force Base
AFQ 74

1. Reference is made to letters this headqguarters dated 21 March
1952 and 2 April 1952, file AGRD=R 201 - CASTILIO, Eugenio M. C., subject:
Transmittal of Correspondence.

2. Enclosed is letter dated 13 larch 1952 from Vr. Seymour H,
Glazer, Third Secretary, American Embassy, Manila,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

1 Inecl /s/t/ 8. G. COOK
Ltr dtd 13 Mar 52 Capt  AGC
: Ad jutant

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTILIO, Eugenio M, C.
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HEADQUARTERS
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY
8133RD ARMY UNIT
APO 928

AGRD-R 201 - CASTILID, Eugenio M. C. APR 2, 1952

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Correspondence

TO : Commanding General
Philippines Command (Air Force) and
13th Air Force, Clark Air Force Base
AFO 74

l, With further reference to our letter dated 21 March 1952, same
subject as above, and per telephone conversation this date with Lt. Col.
Ned P, King, Adjutant General, Philippines Command (Air Force) and 13th
Air Force, attached hereto is draft of a suggested reply to the American

Embassy in answer to thelr inquiry with reference to Eugenio WM. C,
Castillo.

2« Note: One of the enclosures to lr. Castillo's letter is a re-
cord of minutes of an alleged meeting held by the "Guerrilla Payment Com-
migsion™ at Camp John Hay February 27, 1952 at 9:50 P, M, It is believed
important to determine whether or not such a meeting was in fact held at
a U, &, military installation., As time goes on, and personnel presently
on duty in the Philippines are rotated to the Z. I., the existence of such
a document, if fraudulent of intent, could presumably be used as the basis
for future action, if not determined fraudulent at this time.

1 Tnel /s/t/ ALBERT A. LINDQUIST
Draft of letter Colonel AGO
Commanding

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTI renio M. C.
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HEADQUART ERS
8133RD ARMY UNIT
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDE DEPOSITORY
APO ©28

AGRD=R MAR 21, 1952

The Honorable Raymond A, Spruance
American Ambassador
American Embassy
Manila, Philippines
(Attention: Mr. Seymour H. Glazer
Third Secretary of Embassy)

Dear Mr. Glazer:

four letter dated 13 March 1952, referring to letter from Mr.
Eugenio M. C, Castillo dated 1 March 1952 with its enclosure, has been
referred to the Commanding General, Philippines Command (Air Force) and
Thirteenth Air Force, Clark Air Force Base, AP0 74 this date for appro=-

priate action.

Sincerely yours,

/s/t/ ALBERT A, LINDQUIST
Colonel AGC
Commanding

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTILIO, Eugenio M. C.
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RETURWTHIS RECEIPT IMMEDIATELY TO: POSTAL
Commanding Officer REGISTRY NOT—
6133d Army Unit (AGRD)
APO 928 A2 1L
7 Date ._..2. January 1952
Serial No, 1)
File No. - F_d__lzlld. AGHED re: Info on Claims for Vet Benefige - dwenty=two (22 )inclosure(s)
or Subject ( - 2)
Pt o il o (T indorsement (s)
ADMESSEE:{]{!&M& }inz General [5) described above is hereby
PHILCQUM(AT] & 13th Air Farce
APO Th (Rank and organization) -
) ubL] USAF- i £
W.D.A.G.0. Form 936—1 December 1944 (D AT ~TT " {Date received) TP """
'Egﬁﬂuﬁﬁyﬂﬁﬁeﬁﬂiﬂeﬁﬂﬂ] p?ﬂﬂeuﬂt ﬁﬁu?ﬁé Lilixluitleﬂljal CLASSIFI ME EIPT m , IPB—FEC PAPC—T/ 5—160M




REPUBLIC OF THE PFHILIPPINES
ARMY HEADQUARTERS
Manila

15 July 1946
GENERAL ORDERS ) .

NUMBER 445 )
DP, LT COL EUGENIO CASTILLO (ASN Unknown) PA (Guerrilla), 21st Inf

Regt, MWD, ECLGA, is hereby discharged from the Army without honor effective
this date,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE:

OFFICIAL: R, JALANDONI
Mzjor Genersl, PA
Chief of Staff

/s/t/ LUIS FLORENTIN
Colonel, AGS
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION
AN NLW wyn ugn wEe

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF PHOTOSTAT COPY:

/s/t/ J. F. MILLER
st Lt AGC

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTILIO, Eugenio M, C,
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CONMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES
ARITY HEADQUARTERS
APO 501
25 January 1946
SUBJECT: Revocation of Recognition of Lt Col Eugenic Castillo

TO

Commanding General, AFWESFAC
AFO 707

1, After a thorough investigation conducted by the
Office of the Inspector General, it was found out that Lt
Col Eugenio Castillo {Guerrillaj supposed to be the Command-
ing Officer, 21st Inf Regt, ECLGA, has committed the follow=-
ing anomalies during his administration of the said regiment:

a8+ That he had commandeered and had still in his
possession motor vehicles confiscated from eivilians, and
are being used by him for his own private business.

b, That he had issued induction papers to Japa-
nese puppet offieials to make it appear that the said puppet
officials were members or supporters of the resistance move-
ment ,

¢. That at present he possesses several firearms
without proper authority.

d, That he had confiscated and illegally com-
mandeered personal property of several civilians and ap-
propriated them for his own personal benefit,

e, That he had engaged in the buy and sell of war
materials during the Japanese occupation.

f. That he ceased to be the Commanding Officer
of the 21st Inf Regt, ECLGA, on or about & May 1945, when
he was relieved by one Col Buenaventura for the reason that
he had committed anomalies,

g. That he had received the sum of about P300,000,00
in Japanese currency as donation for the guerrilla cause from
several city residents without rendering proper accounting,

h. That he h
despite the directi
ly to avoid becom
he may not be he

refused to have himself processed
1’67 TeAd jutant General, PA, apparent-
pergon™ ect to military law, so that
omalies he had committed
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BASIS: Ltr to CG AFWESPAC APO 707, Subj: Revocation of re-
cognition of Lt Col Eugeniec Castillo

during his incumbency as Commanding Of ficer of the 21st Inf
Regt, ECLGA.

2. In view of the above, request that the name of Lt
Col Eugenio Castillo as appearing in the recognized roster
of the 2lst Inf Regt, ECLGA, be revoked.

/s/t/ R. JALANDONI
liajor General, PA
Chief of Staff

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF PHOTOSTAT COPY;:

/s/t/ I. F. KILLER
1st Lt AGC

ORIGINAL COPY QF 201 OF CASTILLO, Eugenio M. C.
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BASIC: Ltr fr Chief of Staff, PA subject: Revoecation of Recog-
nition of Lt Col Eugenio Castillo, dtd 25 January 1946

GSCP 091 FPI lst Ind
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC, APO 707 21 JUN 1946

TO: Chief of Staff, Philippine Army, APO 75

1, Basic letter has been reviewed and circumstances cited
investigated by this headquarters.

2, In view of evidence of serious anomalies found by the
Inspector General, Philippine Army and the recommendation of the
Chief of Staff, Philippine Army it is directed that Recognition
of Eugenic Castillo as a Lt, Col, Philippine Army, be revoked

and his name deleted from the recognized roster of the 2lst
Infantry Regiment, ECLGA,

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STYER:

/s/t/ THOMAS J. BROWN
CWO  USA
Asst, AdJ. General

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF FHOTOSTAT COPY:

/8/t/ 3. F. MILLER
. 1st Lt . AGC

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTILLO, Eugenio i, C.
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-CONFTIDENTTAL

SECURITY INFORMATION

The Honorable Raymond A. Spruance
American Ambassador

American Embassy

Manila, P, I.

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Your letter dated 13 March 1952, addressed te the Adjutant Gen-
eral Records Depository, Palma Hall, Manila, reference Bugenio M. C.
Castillo, has been forwarded to this headquarters for reply., Official
records on file disclose the following:

a. Dugenio M, G, Castillo is not a recognized Guerrilla,

bs Verification of the official rosters of the 2lst Infantry
Regiment, Manila Military District, East Central Luzon Guerrilla Area
revealed that the name of Eugenio M, C, Castillo does not appear there-
on. Records further disclose that the revised recognition formerly ex-
tended to that organization was revoked by the Guerrilla Affairs Divi-

sion on 17 June 1948, Individuals claiming service therewith were not
entitled to arrears in pay.

¢c. The extension of officlal recognition to individuals or ore
ganizatlons claiming guerrilla status was a function of the Guerrilla
Affairs Division, Its deactivation on 30 June 1948 terminated the
guerrilla recognition program. Subsequent to that date, no agency
within this command has the authority to alter, amend or modify pre-
vious decisions of the Guerrilla Affairs Division on matters pertain-
ing to guerrilla recognition,

d. The arrears in pay program terminated with the deactivation
of the Adjustment Division on 31 December 1949, Subsequent to that
date, the authority of this headquarters to determine or redetermine
claims for arrears in pay and the authority to disburse United States
Army funds appropriated for expe of the Philippine Army ceased to

exist, WNCLASS/ER >
For your cﬂnfidantiac#%ﬁégéﬂaﬁaﬁgsh nio M, C. Castillo was
relieved from his commandy’du 7 i mmitted, and discharged

%?4{?2@{ Spadeppf
| URDER SEC ARMy
'1-';', BY Tag/ s

without honor on 15 July

Secretary of National
Defense, Philippine Ar

SECURITY INFORMATION
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CONFIDENTIAL ™
SECURITY INFORNATION

CG (13 Mar 52)
The Honorable Raymond A, Spruance

This headquarters has no knowledge of the "Guerrilla Payment
Commission™ nor does it have any knowledge of the existence of such
a "Commission" or of the alleged members of the Commission whose
names are mentioned in the enclosures to lNr. Castillo's communica-

tiﬂ'n-

It is suggested that your reply to lir Castillo be held to a
minimum and that you refer only to the fact that information recei-
ved by you indieates that his names does not appear on any official
guerrilla rosters and that therefore no favorable action can be taken
in his cass.

Sincerely,

/s/t/ E. NOORE
Mejor General, USAF
Commanding

ORIGINAL COPY of 201 OF CASTILLO, Eugenio M. C,
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ority_in d §%53078 SEGURITY INFORKATION
HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINES COMVAND (AIR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH AIR FORGE
APO 74
JAGF = 3 April 1952

SUBJECT: Verification of Meeting

TO: Commanding Officer
Camp John Hay, 6202d Reereation Center
APO 74

l, This headquarters is in receipt of a copy of minutes of a
meeting allegedly held at Camp John Hay on 27 February 1952 at "9:50
PH."™ by the "Guerrilla Payment Commission.™

2, It 1is requested that you advise this headquarters whether
your records reflect that this meeting was in fact held at the place
and time alleged.

BY COMMAND OF WAJOR GENERAL MOORE:

s/ Ned P, King Jr

t/ NED P. KING JR
Lt Colonel, USAF
Ad jutant General

JHHQ 1st Ind
HEADQUARTERS, 6202d RECREATION SQUADRON, CAMP JOHN HAY, AFPO 74, 4 Apr 52
TO: Commanding General, PhilCom (AF) & Thirteenth AF, Clark AFB, APO 74

l. No information regarding a meeting of the "Guerrilla Payment
Commission" available at this headquarters.

2. In so far as can be determined, there was no such meeting held
at the time specified or at any other time at this installation,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:
A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY t/ WM L MITCHPLL
/s/t/ LEON J. HARTON

Major, USAF

ORIGINAL COFY OF 201 OF CASTILLO, Eugenio M. C,
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Hq, 81334 Army Unit, Adjutant General Records Depository, APO 928,
Subj: Transmittal of Correspondence.

AGRD=R 201=CASTILIO, Eugenio M, C. (21 Mar 52) 1st Ind

HEADQUARTERS, PHILIPPINES COMMAND (AF) & THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE, AFO 74.
15 APR 1952

TO: Commanding Officer, 8133d Army Unit, Adjutant General Records
Depository, APO 928,

1, A letter tc the United States Embassy has been forwarded concerning

the request of Eugenio M. C. Castillo for recognition as a Guerrilla, a
copy of which is attached.

2. MAttached as additional inclosure is a certified true copy of
correspondence between this headquarters and Headquarters, 62024 Recreational

Squadron concerning the alleged meeting of the Guerrilla Payment Commission
alleged to have been held at that headquarters.

3. In the future it is desired that in matters of this nature your
headquarters prepare the answer to the Embassy and forward to this head-
quarters for the signature of the Commanding General,

BY COMVAND OF MAJOR GENERAL MOORE:

6 Inclss /s/t/ NED P, KING, JR.,
1 to 4 n/e Lt Colonel, USAF
Added 2 Inecls: Ad jutant General

5. Ltr to U.5, Embassy

6. Ltr to CO, Camp John
Hay, 62024 Rec Center,
APO 74 w/1l Ind. (dup)

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 of CASTILIO, EUGENIO M. C.

DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
8133RD ARMY UNIT
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY
APO 928

MAR 21, 1952
AGRD-R 201 - CASTILIO, Eugenio M. C.

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Correspondence

TO : Commanding General
Philippines Command (Air Force) and
13th Air Forece, Clark Air Force Base
AP0 74

1, The enclosed correspondence was forwarded to this headquarters
by the American Embassy, lManila.

2., In view of the broad implications involved, i.,e., attempt by in-
dividuals unknown to this office to recpen the guerrilla recognition pro=
gram, correspondence is being reforwarded for decision regarding action
to be taken.

3. This is in accordance with verbal directive of Commanding Gene-
ral, Philippines Command (Aiir Forece) and 13th Air Force to the undersigned
to refer matters other than routine to higher authority for decision.

L. This headquarters has no knowledge of the "Guerrilla Payment Com=
mission™ mentioned in the attached papers, nor does it have any knowledge
of the existence of such a "Commission" or of the names of the alleged mem-
bers of the Commission whose names are mentioned in the attached corres-
pondence,

5, Official records on file disclose that Bugenio M. C. Castillo is
not a recognized guerrilla. Verifieation of the official rosters of the
21st Infantry Regiment, Manila Military District, East Central Luzon Guer-
rilla Area revealed that his names does not appear thereon. Records further
disclose that the revised recognition formerly extended tc that organiza=-
tion was revoked by the Guerrilla Affairs Division on 17 June 1948, Indi-
viduals claiming service therewith were not entitled to arrears in pay.

6. The extension of official recognition to individuals or orgen-
izations claiming guerrilla status was a function of the Guerrilla Affairs
Division, Its deactivation on 30 June 1948 terminated the guerrilla re-
cognition program, Subsequent to that date, no agency within this command
has the authority to alter, amend or modify previous decisions of the Guer-
rilla Affairs Division on matters pertaining to guerrilla recognition.

7. Further, the arrears in pay program terminated with the deact-
ivation of the Adjustment Division on 31 December 1949, Subsequent to that
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THE FOREIGN SERVIGCE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

 pddress official commnications to

American Embassy
Manila, March 13, 1952

Dear Colonel Rinalﬂi:

The Embassy has received the communication forwarded
under this cover from one Eugenio Castillo, who appears to
make certain claims concerning alleged guerrilla service,

Would you please check the veracity of this claim,

and let us know what the appropriate action in this matter
should he?

Thanks once again for your assistance in handling these
claims,

Sincerely yours,

/s/t/ SEYNOUR H. GLAZER
Third Secretary of Embassy

Enelosure:
Letter from Mr. Castillo,
dated March 1, 1952 with
its enclosure,

1t Col, Eugene Rinaldi,
AGRD, Palma Hall,
Manilﬂ ®

ORIGINAL COPY OF 201 OF CASTILLO, Eugenio M, C.
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AORD=R 201 = CASTILIO, Bugenio ¥, C. (1 Mar 52)
SUBJECT: Transmittal of Correspondence

date, the authority of thls headquarters to determine or redetermine claims
for arrears in pay and the authority to disburse United States Army funds
appropriated for expenses of the Fhilippine Army ceased to exist.

2. Attached are coplez of documente pertaining to Eugenio M. C.
Castillo, ;

9. The American Ehhassr has been informed of this referral.

4 Inels /s/t/ ALBERT A. LINDQUIST
1, Ltr dtd 1 Mar 52 Colonel AGC
w/1 Inel Command ing

2. Gpy ltr dtd 25 Jen 46 (dup)
3, Cpy lst Ind dtd 21 Jun 46 (dup)
4e Cpy GO #445 (dup)

ORIGINAL COPY OFf 201 OF CASTILLO, EUGENIO M. C.

SUMCLASSIFS
.'r ".J!’J

7/ REGRADED
29 SEP 1960

4. This inguiries was made due to meetings of the abova-mentioned mem-
bers of " Querrilla Payment Commission™ in Tagaytay City last Feb 25, 1952
and Camp-John Hay, Baguio City last Feb 27, 1952, coples of the rasult_-::rf
both meeting hereto attached for your information sir, Your proper action and
realization regarding this bemevolent act US-Government, surs extend much help
for the Pesee and Order Compafgn in our couniry.

/a/t/ EUGENIO ¥. C. CASTILLO
Ex~Veteran of lst & 2nd World Vars,
ix-Delegate, Dept of Interior
Over-A11 Commander, Bar-Vet-Legion.

ORIGINAL COFY OF 201 OF CASTIITO, Fugenio I, C.
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" GHQ, BARKER'S VETERANS LEGION, PHILIFFIHES %
" HEADQUARTERS "
2lst Infantry Reglment, MWD, ECLGA.,
- ULGAF -

1940=DAPITAN, §. CITY
*ﬁ*ﬁﬁ*&*$$$$*****4*

March lst, 1952

SUBJECT : INFORMATION and INCLOSURE, Request for

TO : HON, AWBASSADOR, RAYMOND A. SPRUANCE,
U. 5. Embassy, Dewey Boulevard Street,
Manila, Fhilippines.

1, The undersigned C, O, and Organizer of the 2lst Infantry Regt.,
Manils Military District (MMD)., East Centrel Luzon Guerrilla Area{ECLGA).,
Usaffe Luzon Guerrilla Army Forces (ULGAT) and Guerrilla Army Forces Com=
monwealth of the Philippines ( GFCP )., respectfully request an informa-
tions and inclosure with the ™ GUERRILLA PAYMINT COMMISSION " under Brig=
General, Hamilton; Col., Taylor; Inspector-Genersl, Col,, Basehart: Col.,
Wayman White; Mrs, E. M, Hamilton and Major-General, Philipps If the above
montioned Guerrilla Unit is not yet in their roster for payment,

2+ That, the above mentioned guerrilla unit with its Specilal at-
tached unit in the 2lst Infantry Regiment, MWD, ECLGA, ULGAF, GFCP., were
all recognized from 1945 to 1947 with set back of its recognition 15 May'i2,
but, were not 2ll properly paid for what they deserved, in view of the fact
that ,more than 1/2 of ite members in the Regiment wers fighting the enemiles
under General, Yamssita(Japs) at Paniqui-Mountains, Kiangan and Mankayan, of
¥ountain-Provines and Cagayan-Valley with the 3rd Bam, lst Inf USA., and
63rd Inf USA., both of the Sixth Division, USA., Apo-6, until enemy=Genersal,
Yamsite and his men surrendered 26th August, 1945 whils the rest of the Reg=-
iment were fighting in Corregidor-Island, with Lt. Col, J. Vanecycle; As Sec-
urity Guard w/507 AAA-Gun Bn., at Dewey Boulevard under Col, Henzon, USA; As
Security Gusrd w/the 7th Fleet Sea Prontier, USN, under Cdr Odsy, USN; and
Security Guard W/the MVDP, Sub=Depot No. 3, USA, under Major, M, Stewart, USA;
And another 1-1/2 Co, were extending Security guard duty w/the " MAM " Ked-
ium Automotive Maintensnee Co., Apo-T4 USA,., under lst Li., Augustine D, Ed-
ward 346lst., Ord MAM,, who were relsssed 14 January, 1946 and were all pro-
cessed but, not paid at gll for the services rendered 15 May, 1942 to 1lith
January, 1946 including the undersigned G, 0. who was processed last 20th,
May, 1946 and all were released und S. 0, No, 124, dtd May 20, 1946 by the
Hq 4th Repl Bn, (PA) APO-75, Commonwealth of the Philippines,

3. That, this Guerrilla Unit in question after " Sensing the foul play
of the Brutal enemy Japs with the attemp of trapping, enslaving and destroying
Peace-loving Nations the World Over, the 2lat Inf Regt, MMD, EGCLGA, ULGAF,
GFCP, Barker=Ramsey's Guerrilla Unit, was formed in 1942 under the Over-all
Command of Col., Claude A, Thorpe, all of the 26th Cav, USA, (PS) with deter=-
mination to oppose, to sacrifice, to kill and get killed, were all plighted
to languish, to die horrible deatha, and worst, to let thelr national pride
and honor crushed under the Japanese hesl? and from 3rd February, 1945 when
the US-Liberating Forces entered Manila after landing January 9, 1945 at Lin-
gayen, Pangasinan and Nasugbu, Batangas, the guerrilla unit in question
fought side by side with the lst Cavalry under Gen, Mudge, USA, in northern
Manils and with the 1lth Rirborne, Div,, under Gen. Joseph W. Swing and lst
Lt. Frank L. Barben, USA. in Southern ¥anlla and continued up to 20 May'ib.

4o This inguiries was made due to meetings of the above-mentioned mem=-
bers of " Guerrilla Payment Commission" in Tagaytay City last Feb 25, 1952
and Camp-John Hay, Baguic City last Feb 27, 1952, copies of the result of
both meeting hereto attached for your information sir., Your proper action and
realization regarding this benevolent act US-Government, sure extend much help

for the Peace and Order Compaign in our country.

/s/t/ EUGENIO M. C. GASTILLO
Ex-Veteran of lst & 2nd World Wars,

Ex-Delegate, Dept of Interior
Over-All Commander, Bar-Vet-Legion.

ORIGINAL COFY OF 201 OF CASTILIO, Fugenio M. C.
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Tagaytay City, February 25, 1952
Time: 7:30 AM,

The conference started at 7:46 A.M, with twelve (12) members of the Guerrilla
Payment Commission present including Mrs, E, M. Hamilton, lir. Alvenson Jr, and Mr.
Lincoln as representative of the Central Bank of New York,

There are too many suggestions concerning the Guerrllla Payments, one of which
iz gathered by the Inspector-General, Col. Easehart says: - Due to the fact that
almost 90% of the Recognized Guerrilla Units had not met their obligatlions or had
not filed the necessary affidavits of all their Officers, them 1 am suggesting
that we postpone the Guerrilla Payments, until after this Unit Commanders concern
will file their Affidavits or else meet the necessary obligations for the same,

Opposing grestly this suggestions is Brig-General Hamilton and Col. Taylor.

REASONS FOR THE OBJECTIONS: -

Brig-General Hamilton: - Remember my friends and colleagues, that the
time given or eited in the MEMO ORDER OF THE WAR
DEPT, is only until 22 March 1952, wherein to ter-
minate all kinds of Guerrilla Payments, therefore,
as member of the Commission on FPayments, I greatly
object this suggestion on the ground that time
given to us to do our duties is too short, that is
warranting our prompt decision to this matter. As
a matter of fact the Chairman Major-General Fhilipps
had already given all the Unit Commanders an even
chances and if my friemds will, stop for a while
and read the latest MEMND, of ocur Chairman, then, my
friends will find out that not only an extension had
been given, but also a warning to all Unit Commanders
to be besy enough instead of lying idle and wait for
someboty to put into their mouth that piece of bread
which is slated for their breakfast.

Curring short my objection, I am giving my opinion
to this matter to the chairmen to decide.

Col, Taylor: - ly friends and co-0fficers, and co-members of this
Commission, I am calling your most kind attention, to
the solemn truth, that we are here to decide once and
for all the long delayed payments and if we are going
to give further extensions, then we will not be able
to abide with the War Depts Order to complete the
said payments on or before the 22nd of lMarch, 1952.

One thing more, my co-members, it has been the
Policy of our democratic government in gensral to
give eitations and awards to those people or organi-
zations who had rendered satisfactory and meritorigus
gervices to menkind, and why shall we deprived these
Regiments who had met their obligations or these
Regiments who had done their duties in turn? TWhy
shall we deprived them of their benefits? Why shall
we keep on waiting for those stubborn Units? Why
shall we give them an even chances to the expense
of these hard tailer? Is there any reason behind
this suggestion or is there any favoritism now
existing in this Commission?

Wy friends, favoritism is ome fault which a
democratic country must aveid, if we want to stand
united forever.

Mrg, B, M, Hamilton: = My dear fellows, being the owner and representa-
tive of my own Bank, I think, I have a full right
to air my side in this Occasion. Flease hear me
clearly to aveid any repetition, or further misun-
derstanding. You all know guitely, that I have on
my shoulder, a business or rather a task or a human
obligation which needs my most timely consideration,
to the Filipino people. My task has been lonpg per-
formed with the help of you pecple as most of you
are members, of this organization, but due to the

War Department's Order to act first as FINANCIER on

this Guerrilla payments, then I had made it possible
to layoff my business for a while. Remember that in
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this thousand, who are praying day and night and
longing for immediste materimlization of this
G ompany.

Frankly speaking, gentlemen, this is not a
suggestion but a rule or else a law, that I am
going to follow, that in case the Guerrills pay-
ments will agein be delayed or else you will not
be able to begin the said payments between the
seventh (7th) and the tenth {Tg) of next month,
I am withdrawing my responsibilities to you people
and fully mind my people, who are patiently
waiting for their long laid benefits or in other
words, I will withdraw my responsibilities as
EINANCIER of your Commission and go on with my
business,

Right now there are two (2) ships coming as
per this Cablegram in my hands. One on the 18th
of March and one on the 28th of the same month,
now my good friends, if I am golng to wast my time
with you and this long change on extension, thenm,
how ésn I carry on with this business of mine?
Please think for a moment if I am right or wrong.

After and exchange of minds from all members, for at least one and a half
hour, then stands:-

Major=General Philipps: - In my capacity as Chairman of this said Guerrilla
Payment Commission, I am very sorry to tell you
that 1 am very firm on my stand, and will stood
still, until somebody who is more capable of this
duties may be deemed wisely to relisve me, that is
if the U.S, War Department will say so. Therefore,
my co-Officers, there is no arguments at all, for I
am not ready to receive or I will not honor any
eort of suggestion, Why? I don't like to hurt
your feelings, my friends, but my duty as Chairman
of thls Guerrilla Payment Commission, compels me to
do so.

My MEMORANDUM OFDER stetes, and no bit of changes
or any kinds of amendments will be attached to it,
Five days my friends is a lonz extension and I
think, I have no reasons at all to issue another
extension retracting my previous Order. Let us
see to it that all Units who did not respond to
our call be reprimanded or be punished accordingly,
then let those who did abide, be benefited as they
deserve so,

Meanwhile, I will personally see to it, that sl1
Unit Commanders are duty notified of a meeting on
the 27th instent at Camp John Hay at axactly 9:00
P.M. or 2100 Hours, wherein I will personally dec-
lare the Units that are entitled to payments and
also those Units who will be reprimanded.

Meeting adjourned: ------ 10:02 A. M.

S8/ E. ¥, C. Castillo
Col. Inf () P4
ASN=048072
Overall Comdr

BARVFI

ORIGINAL UDOFY OF 201 OF CASTIL
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Camp John Hay
February 27, 1952
Time: 9:50 P, M.

The meeting started ot examctly 9:50 F,M.; with all members of the Guerrilla
Fayment Commission present, so will all the Unit Commanders,

Ebout four or five Unit Commanders, did request the Chairman of the Guerrilla
Payment Commisslon, to pay their mccounts. In snswer to this request Major-General
Fhilipps rose and in high or lowd volece and said that, I am very sorry, as the
deadline for the payments of the said account was last Pebruary 23, 1952, ind stated
further that the Army or else the U. S. Army is not a kind of a plaything, which
every Unit Commander can toy around or disregard its Order, No Sirs, if the U.S.
Army orders something, it strietly means something.

After that hot words from the Chairman, being a good sport, gave this matter
to the Commission to decide whether or not to accept the late payments:

A long and heated debate ensued, for a while, they kept silent with the
request of Mre. Hamilton, to put this matter into a secret votation.

A votation last for hald and hour, because these times they met a desdlock
7 to 7 that is seven in favor and seven not in favor.

By this time Mrs. Hamilton, stood up and aired her second suggestion:

MES. E. M. HAMILTON: - My dear fellows, I am on the neutral side of your

g/ E. M, C, Castillo
Col, Inf (G) PA.
ASN=-048972
Overall Comdr

BARVFI
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discussion but seeing that for half an hour, you have
not done any step to terminate once and for all this sim-
ple problem, I stood up, that is if you would not mind
to give a short explanation or rather a blt suggestion
(Everybody snswered approving the interference of Nrs.
Hamilton and also hear her suggestions and explanation,)
My friends (Mrs., Hamilton continued in a low woice) the
Guerrilla Payment Commission as far as I know, all of you
members of the Gwerrilla Payment Commission were sent hera
by your good government or rather the United States Govern-
went, in order to give satisfaction to these who voluntarily
give up everything and even neglect their own families to
fight side by side with you, s¢ that the whole may recog-
nize the true meaning of DEMOCRACY. Is it not my good
friends? Also as far as I am concernsd, these payment
that you are goind to mske did not come direct from the
Treasury of the United States, and in fact or the truth,
is that this money are contributions of setllers of the
United States regardless of its race or nationality, am
I right? Of course I am right, because, showing, the
raceipt of my Total Contribution to this affair is clearly
calling for a Total Sum of FIVE MILLION DOLLARS, this is
from myself alone not including the contribution of my
five (5) different Banks in the United States,

Now, my good friends if this satement of mine is ac-
ceptable as true and correct, why are you going to deprived
these people of their rights to receive their paymente and
in exchange of their human end noble services rendered
during the guerrilla days? This is in cace these are renl
guerrillas and not false,

My suggestion 1= this my good friends, that if this
Unit Commanders had done wrong, then punish them, but net
deprived them in anyway of their long awaited payments or
rather cut ghert—$heir payments, This case is unlike
: ﬁ??: people are or were in anyway
; w thedy life for the triumph of Democracy,
Xop for a while and think, reeall
hip of these people in the battle
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most kind attention to this matter and serve them justly
regardless of this contempt.

kt exactly 12:00 mid-nite, the members of the Guerrilla Fayment Com-
mission retired to teke their mid-nite lunch,

At examctly 5 minutes to 1:00 o'clock, they resumed the meeting.

In this oceasion Col, White, stend up to read the agreement pertaining
to the case of those unpaid units,

COL. WIKAN WHITE: = It hes been agreed by the Commission concerns to give
a chance, a single chance to those unpald units to pay
their account now, on condition that they will only be paid
eixteen (16) monthe and nine (%) months respeetively, not
like those other who had met their obligations on the
deadline date, And if these Unit Commanders are willing
and will abide by this agreement then come forward and
pay your accounts to Brig-General Hamilton, sp that we can
formaly declars the unite who are entitled to payments
betwesn the 7th and the 10th of March, 1952, or the following
month,

All the Five Units who had requested for reconsideration
peid theilr full account, as their was no other choice but pay,
so that they may be placed on the Scheduls of payments,

Aifter the payments had been done, then the members of
the Guerrills Payment Commission, resed for a whila,

Then at exactly 2:30 A.M., Mejor-Genaral Fhilippes, stood
up and formslly declared the seven (7) Units paid, that they
are entitled to payments and will be given their respsctive
directives and Instructions asz eoon as they finish all the
NeCesEaAry pPapers.

The schedule of Payments was secretly passed to ench and every Unit Com-
mander, as to Dates, Place and Time.

The other Five (5) Unpaid Units were declared to the Second Batech, if they
will try hard to meet their obligatione on or before the end of this current
mﬂnth -

A meeting of all Unit Commanders, who are scheduled for payments will be
held here on the 3rd day of next month (March) toc thress out plans of payments
and the securitles of all Regimentzl Commanders will be st stake, so all you
seven (7} Unit Commanders are obliged to come.

BY ORDLER:

BAJOR GENERAL FHILIFFS

(STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FLEASE)

/s/ E. M. C. Castillo
Col. Inf (G) PA
ASN-048972
Overall Comdr
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AGCM-M L 3d Ind |
Subject: Evidence and allied supporting papers of Individuals and
Organizations denied guerrilla recognition,

AGO, Dept of the Army, Washington 25, D. C., 5 April 1950

TO: Commander-in-Chief, Far East Command, APO 500, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

1t is desired that the Headquarters National Defense Forces ’
Republic of the Philippines, be informed as f ollows:

a. That documents submitted to the U, S, Army in connection with
claims for guerrilla recognition and for arrears in pay are the
property of the United States Covernment and cannot be returned,

b, That documents submitted in connection with elaims for
guerrilla recognition have been transferred to the Records Administra-
tion Center, AGO, St. Louis, Missouri,and are not available for access
by official representatives of the Republic of the Philippines or by
claimants or their authorized representatives,

c. That access to documents in the custody of the AG Records .
Depository submitted in comnection with claims for arrears in pay

can be afforded only to official representatives of the Republic of
the Philippines, -

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

7 Incls: s/t/ C. Z. SHUGART
n/c Adjutant General
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4 HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINES CCMMAND (AIR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE
APO 74

1 June 1950

The Honorsable Myron M, Cowen
American Ambassador
Embassy of the United States
Manila, Philippines

Sir:

Reference is made to letter, Headquarters, Philippines Command,
U, S. Army, Subject: "Evidence and Allied Supporting Papers of
Individuals and Organizations Denied Guerrilla Recognition, file GSX,
addressed to Chief of Staff, Armed Forces of the Philippines, under
date of 12 October 1949 (copy inclosed), which was in reply to un=
dated letter, same subject from the Chief of Staff, Armed Forces of
the Philippines (copy inclosed).

The general question of release to requesting Philippine agencies
and individuals of records now in the custody of the Adjutant General
Records Depository and other U, S, Government agencies has been under
study by the Commanding General, Far East Command, and The Adjutant
General, Department of the Army, Washington, D. C.

The decision of the Department of the Army in this matter was
received this week and is therefore transmitted as fellows:

a, That documents submitted to the U. S, Army in con-
nection with claims for guerrilla recognition and for arrears in pay
are the property of the United States and cannot be returned.

b. That documents submitted in connection with claims for
guerrilla recognition have been transferred to the Records Administra-
tion Center, AGO, St. Louls, Missouri, and are not available or ac-
cessible to official representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
or to claimants or their authorized representatives,

¢, That requests for access to documents in the custody of
the Adjutant General Reg i | Deppeitory by official representatives of
the Republic of the PRilippines aris connection with claims for
: so far as possible,

I am quite {‘Té \-uk appreciate the necessity for
the retention by fhe bf all documentary evidence re—
ceived in connectipn idrgrder that adjudicative action
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Letter to Ambassador Cowen, Embassy of the United States, 1 June 1950

‘Your transmittal of the above information to proper authorities
in the Philippine Govermment will be appreciated.

2 Incls: H, M. TURNER
a/s Major General, USAF
Commanding
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American Embassy,
Manila, Philippines, June 9, 1950

My dear General Turner:

With reference to your letter of June 1, 1950, regarding the
release to requesting Philippine agencies and individuals of the
records now in the custody of the Adjutant General Records Depository
and other United States Government agencies, there is enclosed for
your information a copy of note No. 05lli addressed by the Embassy
to the Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs on May 25, 1950.
The subject note sets forth the position of the United States Gov-
ernment as stated by the Department of State and is in reply to an
earlier request made by the Philippine Government for certain data
concerning unrecognized guerrillas. I believe that this note is a
clear statement of the attitude of our Government on this subject
and does not need any further clarification.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure:

Note 0Shls, Myron M, Cowen
Ambassador

Major General Howard M, Turner
Commanding Ceneral, 13th Air Force,
Clark Air Force Base
APO T4

29 SEP 1960

ORDER SEC ARMY
':*ki BYTAG/S
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The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compli=-
ments to the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the
Philippines and has the honor to refer to the Department of Foreipgn
Affairs! note No, 32341 of December 15, 1949 requesting that the Philip-
pine Government be furnished with certain data concerning unrecognized
guerrillas who are seeking recognition in the Philippines,

The Embassy desires to invite the attention of the Department of
Foreign Affalrs to the fact that exhaustlwe investigations were made
and meticulous care exercised in the awarding of official recognition
to deserving Filipinos. To allay any suspicion on arbitrary decisions,
two separate and distinct investigations were made on all individuals
‘alleging guerrilla service, All individuals not favorably considered
for official recognition were permitted a reclaim and in many instances,
more than two investigations were made, depending upon the pertinent
evidence, A period of over three years was devoted to this program;
this period was of adequate duration to enable the submission of claims
and cogent evidence by all deserving personnel.,

In view of the extensive work completed by United States agencles

in examining recognition claims, the United States Government does not

rillas, and considers the guer i ; og gn program finally and com-
pletely closed., According

in question wouwld serve no

that it cannot comply with g
Foreign Affairs,

American Embassy,

Manila, May 25, 1950 _ ‘ | COPY
PMDale/ael L420,1

s furnishing of the records
gefore the Embassy regrets
of the Department of
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PREPARATION ., USE AND SIRIPTCANCE OF

INDIVIDUAL AVD ONGAVIZATIoN GUERRILLA ROSTERS

I. BACIGROUND

1. Prior to the actual return of the U.5. Army Liberation Forecos
in the Philippincs, eertain bona—Tide fuerrilla organization wore in
direct contzcet with GHQ-SWPA wi= racic and through sub-marine couriecr,
The moin mission assigned those organizations wos the procurencnt of
intelligence data and transmission of same to GHI, STFA, However,
although uncalled for, sucrrilla comanders prepared unit rosters and
submittod thosc to GIQ, SWPA via submorine, It may be stated in
passing, that in most instances, those rosters were accurate as to
strengths and names of porsonncl. Among thesc units that submittod
rosters wore the HUNTDRS ROTC » Marking's 1IFAT, Bulacan Military Arda,
under Col, Santos USATIP WLy UE&TPTilﬂﬁf} and Andersonts, In the
proccss of rccognition during and aftor tho “iberation, thcsc rostors
VCre never mde avallablc to the recornising agency, A great deal of
ill-feeling on the part of bona-fide gucrrillns could have been
climinated had these rosters beon mede available in the process of
rocopnition,

2. Upon the landine of tho U.S. Army Libcration Forces in the
Fhilippincs, somc army organizations utilizcd the scrviecns of
gucrrilln units. Under Exceutive Order o, 21, issucd by thc Prosident
of the Philippines, datad 28 Octobor 194L (Tab 4), thesc sucrrilles
umLts could have no status as units of the Fhilippine Army unloss
formally rocopnized by tho Commandor in Chiof, In the procoss of
gucrrilla rceognition by attachment, the guerrilla commander submi tted
rostors of his organization, bascd on U.Ss Army Talblis of Crganization,
to the using U.S, Army unit who in turn transmitted the same to highcr
headquarters, Hircher hoadguartors, that 15, AFPLC, issucd lcttors of
rocognition, Howover, larze mmbers of ottached guirrillas and non-
attached guerrillas wore not rocornized in this manncr,

IT. ™ G’ITERRIIJIJJ. Jlti.?lrfl. Il."-_ DDIIS'I{]}T

l. In the process of the Luzon opirations, Sixth Army rocovercd
and utilizoed th: scrvices of some 150 pucrrilia units, recpresonting
apnroximately 751000 of ficers and men,  Undar Exceutive Yvder No, 21,
(Inel 1) issucd by the Prosidont of the Philippincs on 28 October 1941,
these guerrilla units could havo no gtatus as units of the Philipoine
Armer unleoss formally recognizcd by the Commander in Chicf. Tn cxpodito
such rocopnition the folloving instruections were issucd by Conmancding
General, Advancod Detachnont, USAITE, to Commanding General, Sixth Army,
on 16 Fcbruary, 1945 (Msg Con NE ULD X 62592 ) s

"Tt is dusircd as rapicly as practicabl:. ts induct into
the Philippine Army thosc Guerrilla clonents who have boon
or arc boing caployod or shon you belicve it is desirablo to
cmploy in sumnort of our combat "pirations on Iuzon, Thoy
ney be dnductod into sorvice ns EPoups or dndividually as
you deen oxpodicnt L, M
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e+ By 1 March, 1945, puorrilla units not under Army control
presented a scrious problem as indicated in Tollowing cormunieations
reecived by Headquarters, USAFFE:

a. Ina letter dated L darch, 1915, to FIiG, USAFFE, Lt.
Coloncl J.C, Velasquowm, AUS, of P Cffice, Advanecc Detachment,
USLFTE, rccommendod immodiste action "to rc-cstablish law and
order in Central Luzon M Large numbers of armcd, inactive,
unrececopnized guerrillas, his lotter stated » Vicre impeding military
opoerations, tocrrorizing local corrunitics, looting loecal food
stocks and pilforing firc-arns and ammuni tion, This lctter was
indorscd by PMG to Commanding General, USAFFE, with recommendations
aimed to enrrcet the situation,

by Ina letter dated 26 March, 1945, addressed to the Commander-
in=Chicf, the Scerctary of Nationnl Defensc stated that on the cove
of his departurc for the United States, President Osmenn cxprosscd
deep concern over roports of "Dissatisfaction, misunderstanding and
unrcst among certain guerrillas" and asked Me. Cabili to study the
gucrrilla problem and suggest a solution. The Scerctary of National
Defensc went on to say that he had found that the great majority
of gucrrillas on Luzon wore ncither recognized nor scrving actively
under Army contrnl and that large numbers of such gucrrillas werc
cager to assist in the operations apainst the Japancse and vore
rcluctant to disband; that they were getiing no help from the Army
and verc able to subsist only on what thoy eould beg., PReecausc of
thcse conditions, the Sceretary belioved that discontont provailcd
"to an alarmine degroe" and that the situation meritcd the attention
of the Commander-in-Chicf,

Je. Hission. In viow of the gucrrilla situation deseribed in
paragraph 2, above, the Guorrilla Affoirs Scetion was sct up as a
scparatc staff scction on or about 10 lay L5 with lMajor George Miller as
Chicf of Scetion, It was charged with a four-fold mission, as follows:

2. Revicew and roecommend final action on gucrrills units
rccommended for recognition by United S ates Army units to which they
worce attached,

b. Loeate and investigate all unrecngniscd pucrrills units
and recormend for recognition, all units deemcd worthy of such reeognition,

C« Arrangc for the procossing into the Philippinc Army of all
gucrrilla units so rcengnized,

de Disarm and disband all gucrrilla units not found to bg wor thy
of reecognition,

i« Opcrations: Guerrilla Lifairs operations involved two (2) types
of unrccognized pucrrilla units; thosc attachod to United States Army
units and those nnt under military econtrol,

Ae.  Units under LArmy Control, The reeords of one hundred fifty

— =

(150) such wnits, involving anproximately 75,000 of ficors and men, werc

-
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revicwed and approved fop recopnition, Priop 44 reenenl tion the
following: wag requireds

(1) United States Lrmy using units submitted the following:'
roster of nombership, date of attachment, dutics assigned,
mamer of performance, and recomacndation for recognition,

(2) The Guerrilla unit brought its T/0, as nearly as possible,
int> conformity with T/0 of a similar comparable United States
Army unit, Exceptions werc permitted when overage concornod
enlistod men or company grade officers and unit had performed its
futics in a eroditable mamner,

(3) Ewvidence that unit had been Attached tn using Unitod States
LArmy unit prinr to 1 July 1945, although oxecptiong were allowed
when it was cstablished that serviecs rendered subscquent to 1 July,
1945, were of sufficicnt valuc to warrant rccognition,

b, Units not attached +o Unitod Statas Army Units, Onc hundred
threce (103) such organizations, with a claimod strength of 320,500 of ficers
and men, were investigated as of 20 October, 1945, with the folloving
resultss

No. of Units S trongth hction Takeon
20 25,000 Have been reeopnized,
10 11,900 Had becn recommended fop

reeognition, (awaiting final
action by hicher authori ty)

29 87,000 Perc being investipatod by
2 Scetion, (20 October, 1945)
30 126,000 Hat been refused recognition,

(unable to meet recognition
requircments)

1l 52 , 600 Had boen reenmmended unfavor-
ably. That was the higher
authori ty?

103 302,500

Paragraph I} (b), shows a tabulation of Units with strength that werc
acted upon up 4o 20 October 1915, :

Below zrc tabulations from 30 June 1246,

is of 30 Junc 196,

No, of Units Strongth Lction Taken
187 388,38l Not Favorably Considered
216 2h1,958 Reeornized
165 131,460 Currcnt Invest,
385 261,100 Pending Invest,

Tntal- 953 1,022,002
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Individual Rccog., LO7 NFC
81 Reenimized
999 Pending
Total 1,487
Casualtics L Recognized
YR 8ol Pending
Total 808
Strongth
Uni ts 953 1,002,902
Indiv 1,487
Casualtics ___808
Grand Total e 1,005,197

Requirements for rceognition of a puerrilla unit, not attached to
a United States Army ﬁnit were as follows: {Gﬂncrally known as
General Machrthur's Five Foints)

(1) The unit must actually have been maintained in the ficld
in opposition to the enemy, during the tnemy cccupation and its
aetivitics during its existence must have contributed materially
to the ecventunl defeat of the CCIY .

(2) The unit must have had a definite organization and
maintained adequate records of its members, (names, ranks, dates
of enlistment or joining, dates of promotions, cte.). Rank of
mombers must not be cxeessive for the actual sizec of the command
maintained in the field; in gencral, they must be proportionate
to United States firmy or to pre-war Philippine firmy Tablecs of
Organization. Nn nfficors will be recormized in the rank of
general officor,

(3) Actiom of the unit must have been such as to indieate
adequate control by its leaders. Dispersal of pcrsonnel to other
units, proying on the eivil population, attacks on other pucrrilla
units, indicate lack of such control, The sphcre of operations and
unit strength claimed by the unit must be commensuratc with the naturc
of tcrrain, limitations »f commmications facilitics, and degrec of anti.
resistance activity of the Japancse in the aren during the period
eoncorncd,

(L) The unit must be able to show continuity of activity of its
organization since the date of formation without materially chanecing
its geographic location. Units which dissolved duc to pressure by the
Japancse military cannot be considered t o have been true military units.

(5) Mcmbers of 2 unit must hove devoted their entire cfforts,
while in the unit, to military activity in tho ficld, to the exclusion
of normal civilian pursuits and family obligations. Persons who lived
at home, supporting their familics by ncans of farming or othor ecivilian
pursuits, and who assisted guerrills units on a part-time basis arc not
consicered as gucrrillas cntitled +o recognition and pay,

g fiisid
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The plan followed in recopnizing guerrilla wnits not under Unitod
States Army Control, consisted of four (L) steps, as follows:

(1) Research Pcriod. During this period, time was devoted %o
gathering all possible information on guerrilla units, leaders, pest
activitics, political or military affiliations, formation, and location,
This information was obtained from sources other than the puerrilla
units concerned,

(2) Contact period. During this perind contact was made botween
teams of the section and guerrilla unit commanders. An initial
questionnaire was filled out by guerrilla unit commanders as a basis
for the investigation by emtact teoams,

(3) Secrcening period., During this period, units which the section
deeided were worthy of recognition, were instructed to screcn,
(Reduce their strongth to conform to U.S. Army or Pre-War Fhilippine
Army T/0) and reorganize their rospective units. Guerrilla units
verc then formed into a scmblance of standard T/0 & E mits,
particularly as to gradcos 'and numbers of officers, It was intended
that the guerrilla commandurs made these altcrations, but it was
found that guidance was nceded by contact teams. When rcorganized and
his roster comploted, a letter rcquesting recognition was vritten by
gucrrillaceommander to Commanding General USLFFE and subsequently to
HQ AFPLG, LFWESPAC and PHILRYCOHM.

(L) Processing period. /After written orders of recognition had
becn published by Commanding Generel, USLFFE, puerrilla unit was
moved to 2 designated garrison arca for proccssing and cquipping.
Proccssing was accomplished by personnel from the nearest Replacoment
Battalion (Pi). Thosec civilisn volunteers desiring to return to
civil lifec when processed, werc dirccted to comply with procedurc of
relicef from active duty or discharge of netive serviece with Philippine
firmy.

ce The pguerrilla situation on Iuzon proscnted a far differcnt
plcturc from that of any other island for two reasons: pressurc of
Japancse occupntion was extremcly heavy (estimated 200,000 Japs on
Luzon in 194k), and communications with the headquarters of General
Maclrthur were cxtremely poor., As a rosult, at the time of liberation
there werc an cstimated four hundred pucrrilla units on Luzon, varying
in size from 50 to 20,000 members cach, As of 20 October, 1945, there
were approximately 170 guerrilla units recognized - L2% of the total
number in existence, From time to time during the period of Japancse
cccupation, meny resistance units weore dissolved due to loss of leaders
through sickness, capturc or death, Mombers of such units often 3oincd
other guerrilla groups presenting a rather confused picture when Ynited
States forces arrived on the scenc, Such confusion in guerrilla units!
gencology made the problem of recognition particularly difficult beeause
of circumstances beyond the control of cither United States Forces or the
guerrillas thomselves,. All guerrilla organizations which made represcnta-
tions to Headquarters, AFPAC, AFWESPAC, and PHILRYCOM were accorded a
hearing and have been investigated.



cle The demobilization of unrccopniszed gucrrilla unit was
accomplished by authority of the President of the Philippines, who
on 26 Scptember, 1945, published Exccutive Order No. 68 (Incl 2) vhich
dirceted all unrccognized guerrilla units to cisband, turn in their arms
and records, and rcturn to their homes and engage in normal civilian
pursuits,

CASULLTY RECOGHNI TTON:

5. GENER/L: The followring policy was cstablished as a guide for
deciding the majority of claims submitted for casualty recognition, P
Cases not covered herein were judged on theoir own merit, Individuals
included on ecasualty rosters arc in addition to troop recognitions,

6, DEFINITIONS: For the purposc of this discussion the following
definitions will apply:

&« Oasualty Status,

(1) 4n individual guerrilla, serving cither as a member of
a recognized or non-recognized gucrrilla organization,
is considered to be in a casualty status if he has been
(1) killed in action, or (2) has incurred a wound,
njury, or discasc in line of duty as a'direct result
of his military activity against the Japanese, or (3)
has died as a direct result of such vound, injury, or
discasc,

(2) 4 civilian killed or injured by dircct or indircect
enemy or fricndly action, who is not cligible under
Par 6 a (1) above, is not ¢ligible for recornition as
a pucrrilla casualty,

be Recognition Limits. - = In deciding all cascs, it was
understood that individuals would not be recognized nor rceeive any pay
and allowances beyond 30 Junc 1946,

ce Line of Duty Status, - - In general, disease, injury, or
death vmas considered as reeeived in line of duty if inecurrecd or
ageravated as a dircct or indircect result of dircet or indircet military
activitics against the Japanese. These conditions must have cxistod
between the limiting dates of 7 May 1942 and 30 Junc 1946,

de Time Lost, - - 411 time lost undor AR 35-1LLO and AT 107
will be deducted from the acerucd pay of the reeognized individual,

7. REQUIREMINTS: To pain recognition as a gucrrilla casualty the
following gencral requirements must have been mets

8. Individual should be a2 member of a receognized gucrrilla
unit, exccpt that casualty recognition may be tendered vhen there is firmly
cstablished a satisfactory record of actual resistance against the
Japancse as a bona fide member of an cxisting, though unrecopnized, unit.

- ’ ] 3 oy
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b. TIndivicdual must have cntered into a casualty status
between the initial date of his induction and the date he ceased to
be a member of unit, whether separated by resignation, demobilization,
death, or by turnover on 30 Junc 1946, whichever is earlicr.

¢e Individual must have incurred the discasc, injury, wound
or death in line of duty between the dates montioned in Par 6 ¢ above.
Whenever line of duty status is cstablished satisfactorily, it may be
presumed, unless cvidence to the contrary appears, that the disabling
disease or illness was incurrecd or aggravated by military service,

d. Individual claiming a disabling discasc or illness after
his separation from military service will be presumcd to have incurred
such diseasc or illncss after scparation. He will not be considered
for casualty rccognition unless it is proved that the diseasc or illness
was incurrcd or aggravated in line of duty during the period of military
scrvice,

c. Individual who was recognized, processed, and paid up to
the terminal date of his unit, but who had entered a casualty status
in a military hospital prior to the terminal date and vas still
hospitalized after the terminal date, will be earricd m full-pay
status until he is discharged from the hospital, or until 30 June 1916,
whichever is carlicer,

f. In cases wherc continuous casualty reports and rosters
have been maintained in the units, individuals included on casualty
rosters submitted simultancously with an arproved roster may be recognized
upon prescntation of satisfactory confirmatory evidence.

e Ln individual submitting a casualty claim as a member of a
recognized unit, but who vas not inecluded in the official recognized roster
nor on an aceompanying casualty roster, must prove his claim satisfactorily.
Proof must include: ' .

(1) HMembership in the unit,

(2) Linc of duty status,

(3) Naturc of illness or injury,

he Claimants from rceofnized or non-recognized wnitwho were

admitted as guerrillas to a United States or Philippine Army hospital,
and the records thercof carry then admitted as in line of duty, may bec
recognized. Investigation must preclude evidence of fraud or deceit to
gain admittance to the hospital or that they were civilian non-combatants,

8. LIVING-CASULLTY RECOGNITTON IN RECOCNIZED UNITS:

fe General, = =« /4n individual included 4n a recognized roster,
but who hacd not yot been processed becausc of his casualty status, was
processed without further investigation, In the event such an individual
was still in any army hospital, he was carricd in a full-pay status until
such time as he was discharged from the hospital, or until 30 Junc 194L6,
whichcver is carlier. ;
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be Vith Torminal Dates., = = Vhon a member of a recognizcd
terminal=date unit entered into a casualty status during the period of
reeognition of the wnit, his pericd of recognition was made to extend
from the initial date for his unit, or his induction date, whichaever is
appropriate, to the date of his ﬁlschﬂrg from thec hospital, or to 30
June 1946, whichever was the earlicr,

c. Without Terminal Dates

(1) Vhen an individual who belenzed to a recognized unit
entered into a casualty status before the initial date
of recognition of the unit, his individual period of
recognition may start on the datc he entered casualty
status and cxtend o his datc of discharge from the
service or the hospital, or 30 June 1946, whichever
15 the carlicr, His period of recognition roferred to
in this paragraph did not apply to any other recopnized
member of the unit to which subject individual belongs.

(2) Where an individual elaimed to have been o member of a
recognized unit and entered into a casualty status during
the period of recognition of the unit, and whose rcquest
for individual rccognition as a guerrilla casunlty
and insertion in the unit reoster has been favorably
considered, the period of recojmition extended from the
datec of the unit's recornition, or his induction date,
whichever is aporopriate, to the date he was discharged
from the hospital, or 30 June 19L6, whichever is the
cariier,

9« LIVING-CASUALTY RECOGNITION IN NON-RECOGN IZED UNITS:

2. 4 living casualty not a member of a reengnized unit had to
prove that hc became a casualty as a dircet result of his puerrilla
operations against the cnemy.

b, TWhen an individual claiming membership in an unrecognized
wnit was favorably considered and he was confined in an army hospital, his
period of recognition extended from the date he entered a casualty status
to the date he was discharged from the hospital, or 30 Junc 1946, whichever
is garlier,

Ce Vhen an individual claiming membership in an unrocognized
unit was favorably considered and he wams not in an army hospital nor
requiring further hospitalization, his period of reccognition was
appropriately determined after consideration of all facts,

10,  DECELSED-CLSULALTY RECOCNITION OF RECOCNIZED UNITS:

2. In the case of a deeeased person on.a casualty roster
submitted ot the same time as the rccornized unit roster, His period of
recognition extended from either the datc of recognition of the unit or
from his incduction date, as appropriatc, to the date of de ath, or 30 Junc
1946, whichever is earlier,
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be TVhen the deceased, as a member of a recognized unit,
cntered a casualty status before the initial date of recognition of the
unit, his recogmition will be for the date he bceame a casualty only,

'-\-._‘_-_

T

c. When the deceascd, as a member of a rocomized mit, died
during the period of recognition of his unit, his period of recognition
extenced from the initial datc of rccognition of the unit, or from his
induction date, whichever is appropriate to date of death,

11, DECEASED CASULLTY RECOGNITION IN RECOCN IZED UNITS WITH
- TERNLL DiTES:

2. fhen the deceased, a member of a terminal=-datc recognized
unit, died during the peried of rccognition of the unit, his initial
cate of recognition was the initial date of recognition of his unit or
his date of induction whichever is appropriate.

b, ¥hen the deceased dicd before the period of recognition
of his terminal-date unit, his initial rccognition was for the date of
casualty only, e el iy

12, GUERRILL'. ROSTERS:

2. The various types of pucrrilla rosters compiled from the
liberation period to the deactivation of GAD are as follows:

(1) Original Troop Rosters

(2) Supplemental Troop Rosters

(3) Casualty Rosters ! :

() Torminal date Guerrilla Rosters ©

(5) Rcvised Troop Rostors —

(6) Recconstructed Troop Rosters —

(7) Rceonstructed Revised Rosters

(8) Individual letter of non-casualty Recognition —
(9) Individual letter of casualty Recornition, —

b. Original Troop Rostors

(1) Rosters preparcd by gucrrilla commanders of those
indivicuals attached to the American liberating forces,

(2) Rosters prepared by guerrilla commander and prescnted
to Hq, LIVESPLC, Hq, USLFFE, Hq, AFPLC and Hq, PHILRYGCOM for rccornition,
Many of thesc rosters were subscquoently approved by the before mentioncd
headgquartors, These rosters were thon categorized as original rosters of
units that precvicusly had ncver been recognized.

c. oSupplementary Rostors

These rosters eonsisted of individuals of a wnit that had
previously boen recognized but of which not all deserving members woro
included on the original recognized roster, lany larpe units have numcrous
supplementary rosters. L1l such supplcmental recopgnitions must have a
letter of rceognition to give crcdence to the authunticity of the rostcer.

T
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. Terminal Date Guorrilla Rostors — E

These rosters usually consisted of members of a unit
that were recognized for scrvices during the liberation only. This
typc of unit in most instanccs did not oxist during thce occupation
period, Examples® Fil-American Cavitc Guerrilla Forces (Costancda
Unit), 300th Infantry Guerrilla Bn., Soriano's lst Independent
Guerrillas. Some units of the larger over-all commands are TDG units.
Examples: OSquadron 227 IGLF, clements of David's III Lrmy Corps,
elements of Marking's Fil-limericans, cte. Service of terminal date
units normally ends before, but not later than 26 Scptember 1945, the
date Exccutive Order 68 was issued by President Osmcna, (See attached
Exeec Order No, 68),

2. Revised Troop Roster

(1) On or about mid - 1946, the Guerrilla Affairs Division
initiated a program to revisc the datcs or recognition of all units that
rere deemed worthy of recognition during the occuvation period, This
program entailed a thorough review and investigation of all rececomized
large over-=all commands as well as recornized independent units. In most
instances guerrilla commands had becn recognized for their services during
the liberation period only; thereforc, revision of dates was referrcd
to as the setting back (From 194k or 1945 to 1942) of the present reocogni-
tion dates of a specific organization, The gencral policy adhered to was,
that large cver-all commands when initially organized consisted of a small
group of individuals and 2s certain periods of time elapsed the unit
expanded until the liberation period, at which time the organization was
at its maximum strength, Therefore, mony individuals listed on the
orifinal resters of reccognition of a2 wnit werc not ineluded on the revised
roster, Give example. This is esteblished by the fact that not all
individuals roecognized were deemcd worthy to be included on the revised
roster. An individual listed on the revised roster but not on the original
roster is not considered recognized, liany instances have arisen where
indivicuals werc included on the reviscd roster, but do not appear on the
original roster. In this cvent, Guerrilla /. ffairs Division deleted the
indivicuals from the revised roster wheonever same was discovered,

(2) Two types of rovision rosters were prepared. One type
consisted of one roster which indicated a man's period of service., finother
type wes a2 sct of rosters for every six months from date of revision to
date of initial recomition,

No revision rostcrs werc prepared for units in the
Visay~s and Mindanao, Hevision of an individual's period of scrvice was
based on his 201 file in RPD and archive records of his unit,

ITI. RECOMNSTRUCTION OF ROSTERS

1. Upen the completion of the revision of dates pProgram on or
about 31 Dec L7, Guerrilla Affairs Division under took the task of
reconstructing and ecompiling complete and accurate authenticated rosters
of all recognized troop and revision rosters existing at the time, for

R e L



distribution tn various agencics concerncd with Philippine Army
personnel such as the Headquarters National Defense Foreces, Recovercd
Personncl Division and the Veterans Administration. These reconstituted
rostors arce the sole recognized rosters and thus constitute the only
permanent record of recogmized guerrillas, This portains to troop
roster gencrally as very few casualty rosters were reconstructed.

2+ The reconstruction of rosters was decmed a vital nccessity
inasmuch 28 many original rosters were in deplorable condition, that is,
they were cither incomplete, illegible, ineorreect in strength, altered
without authority, not on file, cxistence of two rosters of totally
different personncl for one rocognized unit cach totalling the authorized
strength, or duplication of names on rosters,

3. Recognized or allegedly rceecognized rostcrs were checked against
letters of recuognition for strength, Names deleted from the rosters
without authority werce restored whilc namcs added without authority were
delcted, MNomes deleted and substituted were restored and substitutod
names deleted. If a name was illigible, it was either deleted entirely
or the name gucsscd at. Tho latter is the main causc of existing
discrepancics of names on rosters. Units with no recognized rosters
werc reconstructed from pay vouchers on file at Headgquarters National
Defense Forecs, 201 files and archives at the Reecoavered Personnel Division
and/or Headguarters National Defensc Forces and unit files at the
Gucrrilla Affairs Division,

L. Initial rosters were cither compiled alphabetically by unit
without regard te rank or were prepared alphabetically and numbered
serially throughout the command with rank, unit designation and date
or perioc of rceopnition opposite cach individual's namo,

IV, UTILIALTION OF ROSTERS

l. Since the rosters proparcd by Guerrills Affairs Division
constitute the sole recognized rostors, only individuals whosc names
appear on these rosters arc cntitled eithcr to current pay or arrears
in pay. :

2~ Jfn individuni, with no USAFFE status, whos¢ namc appcars on a : /
guerrilln roster 1o cmsidered te hove been a member of the Philippine “
Army serving the arm:d Forces of the United States which entitles him

to pay and vetorans benefits,

3. In ecascs of individuals with USAFFE status and whosc namcs
appear on & reonpnized guerrilla rostoer, same may be placed in a missing
status Iar period of scrvice with the guerrilla unit, In the event he is
carricd on the roster in a hipghcr gradc than his USAFFE grade, he is
adjudicataod in this higher grade. In thc event the grade as shown on
the guerrilla roster is lower, the individual 4is adjudicated in his
USLFTFE grade.
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Ve ALNOMALIES

1. It is to be borne in mind that the preparation of rosters in
the process of recognition of A wnit vas the sole respongibility of the
it commander, Guerrilla Affairs Division simply approved same, s
a result of this, ccrtain anomalics cxisted in the inclusion of names
in these rosters. Certhin guerrilla comanders used this privilege in
the furthcrance of their political ambition while others to enrich
themselves, This, of course, does not hold true of all guerrilla
cormancders,

2. Ls a result of the above, cortain bona-fide cuerrillas have
never becn reengnized, their names having been substituted by penple
who could afford to have their names included therein,

3. lnother form of anomaly thot existed was the inclusion of 2
group of individuals on an initial troop roster. Upon revision of the
unit, these same poople were supposed to have been carricd on the revision
roster, *However, the unit commander included 2 new set of individuals on
these rosters to increcasce the reocornized strength of the unit, The latter
are in the status of wnrecognized puerrillas,

13. DEFINITION OF TERIS:

The following terms uscd by the Guerrilla Affairs Division arc
defincd ‘balow:

2. fAmorican Liberation, Period 20 October 19Lk, the landing
on the' Island of Leytc, to 2 Scptember 1945, the cessation of hostilitics,

b, Attachmont »f [ ttached Units, Guerrilla units which werec
attached to U5, Army units active in the liberation and which performed
services for or with those units,

c. sattachment Papcrs, Ceortifications of services, commendations
and reeormencations given by U.S. Army units to gucrrilla wnits,

. Bolo, Spcarman, Fighting Blade Units. Voluntary organizations

who 2ided gucrrillas o A part=time b2sis a8 laborers and ammunition

carric¥s rais v mare ot active nilitary puerrilla units,

G, wituweloy, [fn individual guerrilla, serving as a member of a
recognized o nin-rocopnized cuerrilla organization, is considered to be
a cagunlyy if he aas heen (a) killed in action, or (b) incurred a wound ,
injur;s, or fiscis: in line of duty or (c) dicd as a dirccet result of such
wourd, injury, or rdiscase,

fo Combat Unit. A guerrilla wnit formed for the purposec of combai

€« Complaint Letter. 4 letter emplaining of the activitios
of an individual guerrills or unit,

he Contact or Investigating Team, Usually one American or
Philippine Lrmy investigating officer and onc cnlisted man organized to
investigatec activities of a2 unit or individual for reeognition,

P
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i. FC, ALbbreviation for "favorably considercd" which
indicates acceptance for rccognition,

« Gucrrilla, Lny person who participated in the resistance
ainst the Japancse,

movenent a

k. Home or Volunteer Guards. [ voluntary organization formed
nly for part-time civilian cefense,

1., Independent Unit. 4 unit that existed and operated
independently »f the large overall commands,

m, Individual., A&ny person applying perscnally for recognition.

n. Intelligence Unit. 4 suerrilla unit formed only for the
purpose of intelligence and comnter-intellicence operations,

0, JAnitial Invcstiﬁatiﬁn. The first investipation of 2 unit
oy dndivicdunl).

p. Initial Date. The commcncement date on which a unit or
individual is recogpnized,

q. vestisating Officer. 4 commissioned officer designated
to investipate guerrilla claims, eithcr alone or in a team,

r; Island Command. A guerrilla organization covering 211 or
part of any island or group of islands under the overall command of one
officer.

8, Island Cormander. The commanding of ficer of an Island

Cormiand.

t. Japanesc Ycecupation. The period from 7 May 1942 to 19
Octobor J.'TJLH

u, NWG, Lbtroviation for "not favorably considercd" which

inddcates rofusat resqrni tion.

Jrerall command ., 4 pucerrilla organization covering the major

portici o) cnn provinee or a group of pravinces mnder the command of one
3% B B W e

v rreradl Lomandor, The commanding officer of an Owverall
G-’ | 'L'.‘..."."!LI_ -

¥, Paltiks., Hone made firoarms,

v. Points (Five). 4 set of goncral requirements used as the
basis for detormination of gucrrilla recognition,

z. Proparanca Ynit, 4 guorrilla wnit fomed only for the
purpose of issuing and distributing propaganda and counter-propaganda
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afte Heeopnized leader, The leader of a recognized gucrrilla

unit,

ab. Recopnition, Torm indicating that a mit, a part of a
Wit, or an individual has been piven the status of membership in ‘the
Fhilippine Lrmy and in the service of the Armod Forces of the United
otates,

acs ltewvision of Dates., The official alteration of the initial
or terpinnl dates of recognition,

ad. Sabotape and Demolition Unit, 4 gucrrilla unit formed only
for the purpesc of sabntage ond demolition operations,

ac. ocreening, Dirceted reduction of a large number of
cuerrillas to 2 lesscr numbor conforming to United States Army or Philippine
Lrmy Tables of Organization,

af, OSupplcmentary Roster. 4n additional roster of a guerrilla
unit listing pers nnel omitted from an original,

ag. Torminal Date. Limiting or finol date, sct to determine
the period of reeormition,

ah, Terminal-Date Recornition, The recopnition of a wnit or
an individual for a period betwecn an initial and a terminating date.

Pay and allowanccs are grantod omly between the limiting dates of
recognition,

ai. Unit, 4 desirmaoted gucrrilla organization consisting of
merc than one person, Such 2 wnit may or may not follow a US or Pi Table
of Organization,

2j. Unlimited or Yon-Torminal-Datc Recornition, Recognition
of a unit, an individual, or a casualty with on initial date of recofmie
tion and final date determincd by the actual date of discharge from the
Philippinc Lrmy, or by 30 June 1946, where applieable,

ak. USAFFE (United States 4Lrmy Forces in the Far East).

T
Refers to personnel who wore menmbors of the United States Army Forces
prior to the surrcnder,

TR parar e

al. USAFIP NL (United States hrmy Forces in the rhilippines),
L guerrilla comniond in thoe Philippincs, organized by order of Genoral
Machrthur, as a part of the Army of the United States. This organization
camc into being after the surrender. The main command was ultimately
located in Northern Luzon, wnder Coloncl Russel i « Volckmann,

am, Using Unit, 4n American Army wmit o which a ruerrilla
unit or individual g officinlly or unofficinlly attached,
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an, Usinc Unit Recognition. Recormition of a guerrilla
unit or individual granted by proper authority on reeommendation of
a using unit inthe field, During the liberation, the authrrity to

recomnend recornition in the ficld wms delegated to all American
fivisions and combat teans.

aocs 1945 or 1946 Guerrillas, Units or individunls who did
nnt participate in the resistance movenent during the secupation and
the liberation but who advanced clainms in an effort (1) to conceal
collaboration activities (2) to sharc in the money and benefits accorded

recornized guerrillas. Genuine guerrillas refer to 1945 and 19L6
guerrillas as "fake" or "phoney" gucrrillas,
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An Act granting the Plywood Industries, Inc., a fran-
chise to construct, maintain and operate a point-to-point
radio station in the Philippines,

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back
to the Senate with the following recommendation:
That it be approved with the following amendment—
On page 8, between lines 13 and 14, insert a new section
as Section 4-A which shall read as follows:

“SEC. 4-A. THIS FRANCHISE IS MADE UPON THE EXPRESS
CONDITION THAT THE GRANTEE SHALL CONTRIBUTE TO THE
FUBLIC WELFARE, SHALL ASSIST IN THE FUNCTIONS OF PUB-
LIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION, SHALL CONFORM TO THE
ETHICS OF HONEST ENTERPRIZE, AND SHALL NOT USE ITS
STATIONS FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF DELIBERATELY FALSE
INFORMATION OR WILFULL MISREPRESENTATION, OR TO THE
DETRIMENT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, OR TO INCITE, EN-
COURAGE OR ASSIST IN SUBVERSIVE OR TREASONABLE ACTSE."

Respectfully submitted,

(Sgd.) Peoro R. Sapmo
Chairman
Committee on Banks, Corporations and
Franchizses
The Honorable
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
Manila !
El PRESIDENTE. Al calendario de asuntos ordi-
narios.
El SECRETARIO:
(Informe Ndmero 1504)
Mr. PrESIDENT:

The Committee on Civil Service to which was referred
Senate Bill No. 664, 3rd C. R. P., introduced by Senator
Zulueta, entitled: -

An Act further amending section twelve of Common-
wealth Aet Numbered One hundred eighty-six, as
amended, by preseribing two other modes of retirement
and for other purposes,

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back
to the Senate with the following recommendation:

That it be approved without amendment,

Respectfully submitted,
(Sgd.) Josg C, ZuLvuETA
Chairman

Committee on Civil Service

The Honorable

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Manila

El PRESIDENTE. Al calendario de asuntos ordi-

narios,

El SECRETARIO:

PROYECTO DE LEY EN PRIMERA LECTURA

Del Senador Cea (8. No. 665, 3.« C. R, F.), titu-
lado:

An Act to amend certain items in Republic Aet Numbered
Fourteen hundred eleven regarding public works projects
for the Province of Camarines Sur.

El PRESIDENTE. Al Comité de Obras Piblicas y
Comunicaciones.

SEGUNDA LECTURA Y CONSIDERACION

DEL S. NO, 547
—

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I ask for the
consideration of Senate Bill No. 547.
The PRESIDENT. Consideration of Senate Eill No.

847 is now in order. The Secretary will please
read the bill,
The SECRETARY :

“AN ACT CREATING A COMMISSION TO DISPOSE
OF ALL UNSETTLED CLAIMS OF
FILIPINO VETERANS

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 21 of President Osmefia,
dated October 28, 1944, declared all persons who were ac-
tually serving in military forces in the Philippines under
a commander who has been appointed, designated or recog-
nized by the Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area
to be entitled to all the rights and privileges of members
of recognized guerrilla organizations;

WHEREAS, the said Executive Order was subsequently
embodied in Cireular No. 100 of the USAFFE headquar-
ters dated November 17, 1944, and its provisions partly
implemented by the United States Government;

WHEREAS, there are still a great number of Filipino vet-
erans who, during the last war, actively served in military
forces in the Philippines under a commander duly appointed,
designated or recogmized by the Commander-in-Chief of the
Southwest Pacific Area but who have not been extended the
rights and privileges by members of recognized guerrilla
organizations; and

WHEREAS, in fairness and in justice to Filipino veterans
who have been denied the benefits due them, Now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of prrc.'.«.'s:r!tmiﬂas
of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SeEcTION 1. There is hereby created a Commission to
process, determine and dispose of all unsettled claims of
Filipino veterans,

SeC. 2. The Commission herein created ghall be under the
Office of the President and shall be composed of one Chair-
man and two Members to be appointed by the President with
the approval of the Commission on Appointments, The
Chairman shall receive an annual compensation of twelve
thousand pesos and each Member, ten thousand pesos. The
Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To appoint its own personnel and fix their compensg-
tion;

2. To prescribe rules and regulations to carry into effect
the provisions of this Act; and

3. With the approval of the President, it may establish
a branch office in Washington, D. C. or send rep-
resentatives to the United States to work for
benefits to Filipino veterans.

SEC. 3. Any person who shall file, in whole or in part, a
false claim, or certify to such claim knowing the same to
be false, shall be imprisoned for a period of from six to
twelve years.

Sec. 4. All claims of veterans shall be disposed of by the
Commission within the pericd of one year from the date of
the approval of this Act.

Sec. 5. The sum of one hundred thousand pesos is hereby
authorized to be appropriated out of any funds in the Na-
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tional Treasury not otherwise appropriated to carry out the
provisions of this Aect.

SeC. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Senator PRIMICIAS. My, President, the distin-
guished Chairman of the Committee on Civil Serv-
ice, the gentleman from Iloilo, Senator Zulueta, will
aponsor the bill.

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Iloilo has
the floor.

PONENCIA DEL SEN. ZULUETA

Senator ZULUETA. Mr.
guished Colleagues:

The bill now before us, I believe, hardly needs a
sponsorship speech. Any legislative measure that
would right a wrong, that would do justice to a
considerable portion of our eitizenry who fought for
freedom and democracy, does not need a sponsor.

Such, Mr. President, is Senate Bill No. 547 which
seeks to recognize and reward those of our country-
men who fought as valiantly and as heroically as
their comrades-in-arms during the last war but
whose services have not been appreciated. No
member of this august chamber I daresay, Mr. Pres-
ident, can, in consecience, be opposed to such a piece
of legislation.

But I must beg your forebearance, Mr. President
and distinguished colleagues, for I desire to note
down a few observations.

The public hearings conducted on this bill, Mr.
President, revealed that a number of guerrilla
units and/or individuals who actually fought the
enemy were not-extended U. S. recognition and even
those who were already recognized, the United
States Army authorities withdrew official recogni-
tion and were therefore deprived of their arrears
in pav and other benefits under the laws adminis-
tered by the United States Veterans Administration.
Revocation of recognition was affected expressly
by letters of revocation of previous orders of rec-
ognition and, impliedly, by arbitrarily cancelling
names appearing In already recognized rosters of
guerrilla troops,! as well as in the rosters of guer-
rilla casualties.* Not satisfied with revocation of
recognition, the American military authorities also
altered arbitrarily the recognition dates by short-
ening the period of entitlement to arrears in pay
of those who remained in the recognized rosters,
For example, Mr. President, a guerrilla unit may

President and distin-

! Memorandum for record, Subject: Status of civilian guer-
rillas whoze recognition had been revoked, signed by Major
John W. Page, AGD, Director, Service and Certification
Division

* Thid

be previously recognized as of June 1942, but the
recognition date was arbitrarily changed to sa) ,
May, 1944, so that arrears in pay would begin E-:r
accrue to the individual members from May 1944
instead of June 1942. These guerrillas whose rec-
ognition was arbitrarily revoked, as well as, guer-
rillas who deserved to be recognized, are now de-
prived, under our own laws and under the laws of
the United States of whatever rights, privileges or
benefits that may otherwise be entitled to,

At this juncture, Mr. President, I ean well end
my sponsorship speech and ask for unanimous ap-
proval of the measure now under consideration by
merely asking you to take a good look at the gal-
lery. Here are the widows and the orphans; here
are those who still bear with them the scars and
the brutal marks of violence. No language can be
more eloquent than the sight of a destitute widow
and a helpless and hungry orphans; and no argu-
ment, Mr. President, can be more convincing than

to have before you the melancholy picture of a dis-
abled veteran.

The immediate purpose of this bill, Mr. President
and distinguished colleagues, is to correct, to a cer-
tain extent, these anomalous situations in the in-
terest not only of zimple justice but also in the
furtherance of our national aspirations to insure
the future security, freedom and happiness of our
people. Although acts of patriotism are expected to
be rendered spontaneously without any promise of
reward whatsoever, I do say, Mr. President, that
it is the solemn duty of governments to ereate the
proper atmosphere and incentives for the citizenry
to be always loyal and dependable, ever ready to
give the full measure of devotion in the defense of
the State and for those principles men fight and die
for. I say, Mr. President, that the security, the
happiness and the welfare of our country and peo-
ple rest squarely and only on the individual loyal-
ties of our citizens. If injustices are tolerated and
allowed to prevail, if those who fought the Japanese
invaders at a great sacrifice not only to themselves
but also their loved ones are left out in the ecold,
ignored and unrewarded, we cannot expect our peo-
ple in the future to again rally to the defense of this
country with their fortunes and with their lives.
Already we see discouraging signs. Our reservists
seem no longer eager to receive their respective
mobilization assignments. Twenty-yvear old boys
are showing reluctance in registering for military
training. Cases of evasion from ROTC training
are mounting. Widows, not without reason, are
heard telling their growing sons never to become
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soldiers again, for did their fathers not die in the
hands of a cruel enemy during the dark days of the
Occupation but were considered not to have died in
line of duty by the Department of the Army of the
United States and are therefore not entitled to
benefits from the laws administered by the U. S.
Veterans Administration? This sitnation is, in-
deed, serious, and it requires, Mr. President, the
full and immediate attention of our authorities at
the highest level. The remedy must be applied now
for tomorrow might be too late.

Distinguished colleagues: It is not my purpose
to exaggerate or to dramatize. But with your in-
dulgence, permit me to recall the typical war stories
which, while not perhaps borne by the records, will
drive home my point. President Quezon, because
of lack of arms and to spare the cream of Filipino
future leaders, ordered the disbandment of all ROTC
cadets all over the Philippines. One such college
student who saw victory even in the grim actuality
of defeat, instead of going home, took the long and
perilous road to Bataan to join his comrades-in-
arms. The commanding officer making his rounds
one evening, surprise this same boy with a dim and
flickering candlelight in an isolated foxhole. Asked
what he was doing, without saying a word he hand-
ed to the officer a letter from his mother who asked
him to come home to his loved ones as it was the
order to disband all ROTC cadets.

But in the same letter was a hurriedly written
note, in the penmanship of his father telling him
that while he, the father, would not want his son
to die, to come home even after the order of dis-
bandment would be an ignominy more painful than
death. The boy heeded his father and in the bloody
carnage that was Bataan he became one of those
heroic souls who now lie buried in a nameless grave.
The war ended, and like many other kins of war he-
roes, the boy’'s father asked the United States Vet-
erans Administration for whatever benefits he may
be entitled to. His claim was denied because he
could not prove USAFFE services for his son. In
80 many words which was equivalent to calling the
father a liar, the United States Veterans Adminis-
tration authorities turned down the claim as the
boy’s name was not among those certified or inclu-
ded in the USAFFE rosters of troops on Bataan.

Here is another tale of contrast which is perhaps
more pathetic. A twenty-year old lad was charged
with having violated the provisions of the National
Defense Act in that he refused to report for mili-
fary training. Asked to explain, the boy reasoned
out that it was his father who forbade him to reg-

ister, When the father was called upon to give his
side, he was bitter and defiant. He had a soldier-
son before the war, he said, who fought and died
for his country but whose services were not recog-
nized both by the Philippine Government and by
the United States of America. I always taught my
children love of God and love of country, he shouted
accusingly, but because of the insults heaped upon
me on account of the death of my eldest gon who
was in the service of the USAFFE during World
War II, I have sworn never to let any of my other
sons join the colors again, I would rather kill my
second son with my own hands so that I ean at
least give his helpless remains a decent burial than
see him become a soldier and let his carcass rot in
some neglected hillside,

For a better understanding of our predicament,
let me briefly recall a bit of recent history. During
World War II, Mr. President, we placed uncondi-
tionally at the complete disposal of the United
States of America all our human and material re-
sources for the succezssful prosecution of the war,
We did not, even for a moment inquire into what
rights, status and privileges our USAFFE boys
would receive from the United States. Neither did
we even bother to know how the widows and the
orphans and disabled would be taken cared of by
the United States in the service of which they were
primarily called and drafted. In short, Mr. Pres-
ident, we trusted explicitly in the much-vaunted
reputation for fair play, square deal and love of
justice and equality of the American people. When
our boys were still resisting on Bataan, Corregidor
and elsewhere, nothing was too good for them and
unsolicited promises were solemnly made of straight
arrears in pay at Federal rates, full benefits under
the GI Bill of Rights,! pensions and insurance pay-
ment benefits on the dollar basis for widows and or-
phans. Even President Roosevelt himself promised
to reimburse the cost of the last carabao lost during
the war.! Almost fifteen years had elapsed, Mr.
President, but still all those promises remain pro-
mises and whatever limited benefits we were able
to wrest from the United States Government seemed
to have been grudgingly given to our veterans with
strings and legal conditions attached. Permit me,
Mr, President, to go into some of the details so that
this august body and the whole Filipino nation, in-
cluding the American people and government, can

"See text of the GI Bill of Rights.

*Filipinos heard this pledge of President Roosevelt which
was disseminated by the propaganda media of the U.S, Army
and over hidden radio receiving sets during the Occupation,
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judge and correctly assess this so-called special re-
lations we have with our former mother country,
the United States. It is significant to consider that
the USAFFE veterans and Filipino guerrillas con-
stitute a special group most loyal to the United
States as they had nobly fought for the American
flag during the most trying days of Bataan and the
Japanese Occupation of the Philippines. America’s
treatment of this group of Filipinos may, there-
fore, be considered as a correct yardstick with
which her true intentions towards this country and
people in general can be safely gauged.

Pursuant to the authority vested in the U. S. Con-
stitution and especially the authority contained in
the Philippines Independence Act of March 24, 1934,
on July 26, 1941, former President Roosevelt issued
a Military Order! calling and ordering into the serv-
jee of the United States for the duration of the
emergency, all organized forces of the former Com-
monwealth Government. The President of the
United States is the Commander-in-Chief of the
U. S. Federal troops and when the former Philippine
Army was ordered into the service of the United
States, for all intents and legal purposes, the Phil-
ippine Army was in the Federal service of Amer-
ica, because in the international sense, the former
Philippine Commonwealth Government was not a
free and independent state. It was territory of the
United States and legally it could not assume the
prerogatives and attributes of a free and sovereign
state such as declaring war or ending the war and
concluding peace treaties. When America declared
war on Japan, the Philippines could lawfully be at-
tacked by Japan as an American territory. The
former Philippine Army as inducted into the
USAFFE did not, consequently, have a separate
and distinct personality from the Armed Forces
of the United States during World War II. In the
international sense? the inducted forces of the for-
mer Commonwealth Army was part and parcel of
the Federal Armed Forces of the United States,
and the members thereof entitled to all the rights,
protection and privileges that U. S. laws accord to
all her fighting men. These rights and status were
accorded to Porto Ricans and Hawaiians,® but the
same rights and status were denied the Filipinos
who fought more and suffered the most. Contrary
to international law and even the American Consti-
tution, the United States Government after the war
took the position that the former USAFFE and the
guerrillas were not part and parcel of the Armed
Forces of the United States, but were only in the
service thereof as they continued to be a Common-

Ti06T—8

wealth Army irrespective of the clear terms of the
Military Order of President Roosevelt. The only
reason behind that, Mr. President, was to avoid
payments of Federal pay rates to the Filipinos.
Thus, the U, S. Department of Defense allowed the
payment of only P18 a month to a Filipino private
while fighting on Bataan, Corregidor and elsewhere
for the American flag. Eighteen pesos a month,
Myr. President, is not even a day's wage of a com-
mon laborer in the mining fields of Pennsylvania
or a waiter in some low class American hotels.
Even this P18 a month, Mr. President, was denied
the soldier from the moment he was released, un-
der duress, from a Prisoner of War Concentration
Camp by virtue of AFWESPAC Staff Memorandum
No. 14, denying pay after release, although under
the rules of land warfare,* a soldier continued to
be in the status of a prisoner of war released on
parole and entitled to arrears in pay until formally
discharged from the service. The implementation
of this AFWESPAC Staff Memorandum No. 14
which was calculated to save American dollars made
more than 32,000 of the former members of the

' See page 31, The Case of the Filipino Veteran, a bro-
chure published by the Senate Committee on Veterans and
Military Pensions.

* Read Statement of Pres. Truman on the Rescission Law,
The Case of the Filipino Veteran, p. 19.

* Puerto Rico and Hawaii, like the Philippines then were
territories of the United States. Porto Ricans and Hawai-
ians in the service of the U.S. military or naval forces were
therefore considered component parts thereof. Under the
Rescission Act, however, Filipinos were singled out and were
therefore deprived of benefits accorded American GI's.

® For a more detailed discussion, see The Case of the Fili-
pino Veteran. pp. 38-42. Bee also the Order of General
MacArthur dated 8 December 1944, page 42,

*0On March 10, 1942, the USAFFE headquarters issued
in a Circular the unnumbered Executive Order of Pres.
Quezon raising the salaries of Philippine Army officers to
equal that of the U.S. Army and those of Filipino enlisted
men to equal those of the Philippine Scouts. On Nov, 17,
1944, the USAFFE headquarters issued Circular No. 100
approving Pres. Osmena's Executive Orders Nos. 21 and
22 both dated Oct. 26, 1944, the latter raising the salaries
of the enlisted men of the Philippine Army to the same
scale as that of the U.S. Army. By virtue of Executive
Order No, 9011 of President Roosevelt, approval by General
MacArthur of the Executive Orders of Presidents Quezon
and Osmefia binds the United States as General MacArthur
was given express aunthority by the U.S. Congress. See
also the letter of Pres. Osmefia, dated Nov. 2, 1945, ad-
dressed to Acting U. 8, Secretary of War Kenneth C. Royall.

1 8ee, The Case of Filipino Veteran, pp. 26-37.

*Laws and Customs of War on Land of the Hague Con-
vention No. IV, see also The Case of the Filipino Veteran,
p. 88; also U.S. War Department Document No. 10011, p. 39.
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USAFFE as “PAY BACKS' instead of being en-
litled to arrears in pay after going through the or-
deals of war. The United States Veterans Admin-
istration had also taken advantage of the provisions
of AFWESPAC Staff Memorandum No. 14 by de-
claring that former USAFFE's who died after re-
lease from Prisoner of War Concentration Camps
were no longer in the active service and their wi-
dows and orphans no longer entitled to benefits of
pensions and insurance payments. Many of the
former USAFFE’s died in the hands of the Jap-
anese Kempetai while on parole during the Japa-
nese occupation. Is the supreme sacrifice in the
hands of a cruel enemy not enough, Mr. President,
to prove line of duty status? A prisoner of war
released on parole and re-arrested by the Japanese
Military Police for underground activities and sub-
sequently killed, for all legal purposes, died in the
service of the United States. One of the most pa-
thetic sights one could possibly see during the early
days of our liberation was that of a destitute widow
of a USAFFE soldier trying to convince U. 8. Ar-
my authorities that her husband must have died
in line of duty, or was probably guerrilla because
the Japanese simply picked him from their home
in the middle of the night and that was the last
time she saw him alive. She needed his back pay
to feed her hungry children but no back pay was
forthcoming under the provisions of AFWESPAC
Staff Memorandum No. 14. The United States Vet
erans Administration would not approved payment
of pension benefits because her husband’s death, al-
though in the hands of the enemy, was considered
to be on a non-casualty status because he was on
parole from the Japanese, and from the moment he
was placed on parole, the U.S. Department of the
Army considered him no longer in their service
and therefore not entitled to further pay from the
United States. How could this widow proved that
he was a guerrilla when the secret of his under-
ground activities perished with him? This situa-
tion prevails to this day, Mr. President. Can you
therefore, blame the widows if they are now bitter
and resentful? Can you blame these guerrillas who
come before us now to seek justice and redress be-
cause justice was denied them?

The records show, Mr. President, that the Con-
gress of the United States appropriated a total
amount of P994,626,600° in various appropriation
laws entitled, “Expenses, Army of the Philippines.”
The last appropriation being in the amount of
$200,000,000 under Public Law 301, 79th Congress,
dated February 18, 1946. Not one centavo was
spent from this last appropriation of $200,000,000
because only P570,868,000 was actually transferred

and paid to the Philippine Government from the

total available appropriation amounting to
£994,626,000, leaving the sum of P423,758,600 un-
touched, which amount would, otherwise, have been
spent if deserving guerrillas were recognized and
had AFWESPAC Staff Memorandum No. 14 not
been promulgated and erroneously implemented.
The appropriations authorized by the Congress
of the United States provide that the same is only
available for payment to the Philippine Govern-
ment.® After the total sum of P570,868,000 was
actually transferred and paid to the Philippine Gov-
ernment, a portion of this amount, roughly P70 mil-
lion, was made the subject of a loan agreement be-
tween Mr. Romulo and Mr. Snyder, with interest
at the rate of 214 per cent per annum. Because
of this Rémulo-Snyder Agreement, distinguished
colleagues, the Philippine Government was made to
borrow its own money which was already in the
nature of a trust fund intended solely to pay veter-
an's claims. My information, Mr. President, is
that in a Diplomatic Note sent to us by the Depart-
ment of State, the U. 8. Government is actually
claiming the return of the sum of almost F75-mil-
lion under the terms of the so-called Rémulo-Snyder
Agreement. It is also my information, Mr. Pres-
ident, that the interest alone for a period of ten
years will aggregate, in round figures, to approxi-
mately P15-million. This unfortunate Agreement
represents, therefore, almost PA0-—million or $45 mil-
lion dollars money belonging to our veterans and to
our Government. During the last session of Con-
gress, Senators Puyat and Lim introduced a Senate
Resolution declaring the Romulo-Snyder Agreement
void ab initio as it has contravened specific provi-
gions of Philippine laws and violates the trust char-
acter of the USAFFE funds as already transferred
and paid to our Government. Furthermore, the
Rémulo-Snyder Agreement is void for lack of con-

1 Inspired by the gallant defense in Bataan and Corregidor,
the U.S. Congress passed the Missing Persons' Act in 1942
for the purpose of guaranteeing the pay of soldiers who were
captured, beseiged or beleaguered by the enemy. It denied
arrears in pay only on one ground, that is, “absence from
post of duty without authority.” Stafl Memorandum No. 14,
however, enumerated additional grounds and because a num-
ber of USAFFE soldiers failed to meet the additional rTe-
quirements, they found themselves owing money to the U.S.

*Read draft prepared by Mr. Quintero and Col. Camins,
dated October 27, 1950.

" All the six U.8. Appropriation acts entitled, “Expenses,
Army of the Philippines,” are couched in the same language
and making the funds “available for payment to the Gov-
ernment of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, upon its
written request, either in advance of or in reimbursement
for all or any part of the estimated or actual cost, as au-
thorized by the Commanding General, United States Army
Forces in the Far East, of necessary expenses and purposes
aforesaid.”
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sideration as no new funds were received by our
Government as loan.! The resolution, Mr. Pres-
ident, is still pending in the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. As to when the Chairman of
the Committee will present the Resclution to this
body for discussion is not known to me. I hope,
however, that in justice to our veterans, said Reso-
lution will be reported out for immediate consider-
ation on the floor if only because of the far-reaching
effect to the finanecial interest of our country and
the financial damage to our veterans whose pending
claims cannot now be paid because the money is
being returned, with interest, to the United States
Government, instead of paying the pending money
claims of our veterans.

In a letter to the U. S. Senate, dated October 26,
1945, addressed to the Honorable Carl Hayden,
U. S. Senate, General Omar Bradley, the Adminis-
trator of Veterans Affairs stated, among other
things, that Filipino veterans are entitled to all the
benefits of the GI Bill of Rights in like manner and
to the same extent as an American G.I. dollar for
dollar. Quoted verbatim from the letter of General
Bradley referred to above are the following para-
graphs:

“The number of Philippine cases is approximately 1.4 per
cent of the estimated number who served in World War II.
Applying this percentage to the total estimated eost of

World War II, the cost of the Philippine eases is estimated
at approximately $3,000,000,000.

If the sum of §1,206,000,000 is invested at 3 per cent,
it will be sufficient to pay §3,000,000,000 over a period of
76 years at an average of $40,000,000 per year. Paid in
pesos, this would mean a lump-sum appropriation of
$63,000,000.

It is understood also that the War Department is making
a study of the actual strength of the Philippine Common-
wealth Army in armed forces of the United Statezs and of
questions which will arize in relation thereto when the Phil-
ippines attain full independence.”

Among Americans, however, there are a few who
are not fully sympathetic to our cause. Let me il-
lustrate: Because under the GI Bill of Rights Fili-
pino veterans are entitled to claims amounting to
$3—billion, a rider was inserted in Public Law 301,

79th Congress, limiting the rights of the Filipino

‘The first Letter-Agreement was entered into between
General George F, Moore, Commanding General Philippine
Ryukyus Command, and General Rafael Jalandoni, Chief
of Staff, AFP, on June 30, 1948. This Agreement was later
modified by the Shea-Castafieda Letter-Agreement. Under
our law, contracts entered into by Chiefs of Staffs are not
valid unless approved by the Secretary of National Defense,
That was the reason why the Romulo-Snyder Agreement
was signed in Washington on November 6, 1950. The lat-
ter Agreement in effect ratified and confirmed previous

Apgreements,
? See text of the “Rescission Law".

velerans to only service-connected disability or
death and to contract insurance, the benefits to be
computed in the ratio of one Philippine peso to the
U.S. dollar. The rider was incorporated in the
Rescission Act of 1946, Public Law No. 301, 79th
Congress. In practical effect, a $3-billion liability
was reduced by the rider to only $500,000,000 ac-
cording to the statement of the Senate Committee
which authorized the rider referred to and I quote
from the U.S. Congressional Records, H. R. 5608,
as follows:

“EFFECT OF RESCISSION BILL AMENDMENT

The first effect of the amendment from the point of view
of United States Treasury was to reduce a liability for vet-
erans’ benefits from $3,000,000,000 to $500,000,000, both of
these amounts being based upon estimates made by the Vet-
erans’ Administration. This was accomplished by limiting
such benefits to pensions on aceount of serviee_connected
disability or death and by further providing that, when al-
lowed, such pensions shall be paid at the rate of one Phil-
ippine peso for each dollar otherwise authorized,”

Senator TARADA. Mr. President, will the gentle-

man allow me to ask a few questions?

The PRESIDENT. The sponsor may answer if he
pleases.

Senator ZULUETA. Gladly.

Senator TANADA. I wish to announce that I am
in full agreement with the purpose of this bill,
and I am impressed by the brilliant sponsorship
speech of the distinguished gentleman from Iloilo.
I understand time is of the essence because these
poor veterans and widows have been deprived of
their rights. For some time, the United States
has refused to recognize their rights. Now we are
trying to remedy their situation. Can Your Honor
inform us, what is the function of the Commission
we are trying to create?

Senator ZULUETA. This bill provides for the crea-
tion of a committee to screen the claims of the

. veterans under this bill.

Senator TARADA. Does Your Honor have any idea
as to the amount of those claims?

Senator ZULUETA. We have no complete idea.
Our committee will make a complete list of all these
deserving veterans,

Senator TARADA. Does Your Honor mean to say
that without having an idea of the number of
those claims and the value of the same, Your
Honor fixed in this bill a period of one year within
which those claims will be processed?

Senator ZULUETA. The Commission will take care
of that.

Senator TARADA. Yes, but according to the hill
this Commission shall finish the work only in one
year so that, after one year, it cannot function
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any more. While this bill is with us, I think we
should make it as effective as possible.

Senator ZULUETA. Your Honor, we have given
careful study to solve this problem. We can extend
the year fixed here for the Commission to perform
its duties, My only intention is to make the Com-
mission work faster.

Senator TARADA. Does the sponsor have any ob-
jection if we increase this period of one year to,
say, three years?

Sepator ZULUETA. I have no objection. The
more Your Honor gives guarantee to the approval
of this bill and its future enactment, the more
agreeable 1 am.

Senator TANADA. I, therefore, announce my in-
tention to present an amendment to change the
period of one year to three years.

Senator ZULUETA. I am agreeable.

Senator TANADA. Doesn’'t Your Honor think we

% can make this bill more effective by deleting the

phrase “authorized to be” in the appropriation
provision of section 57

Senator ZULUETA. In the period of amendment,
Your Honor can propose the necessary amendments.

Senator TARADA. I am asking Your Honor if he
will be agreeable to deleting that phrase “author-
ized to be"” so that this section shall read as follows:
“SeEc. 5. The sum of one hundred thousand pesos
is hereby appropriated . ., .” This will make the
bill more effective. .

Senator ZULUETA. Well, Your Honor, I have been
listening many times to your contention that an
appropriation measure- must be initiated by the
House of Representatives. So, I was afraid to
insert that kind of provision in this bill, but now
that Your Honor is the one who proposes the
amendment, I will accept it

Senator TARADA. But this bill is different from
the bills that I objected to, because the appropria-
tion is purely an incident to the main purpose of
the bill, which is the creation of a commission.

Senator ZULUETA. Well, that will make the bill
better.

Senator TANADA. How about amending this pro-
vision appropriating one hundred thousand pesos
by increasing the amount, because if this bill con-
templates the setting up of an office and sending
missioners to Washington, I think one hundred
thousand pesos will not be enough, or are we just
dangling something before the eyes of the veterans
because this is election year?

Senator ZULUETA. Then, I will say, that Your
Honor is more “papista” than the pope.

Senator TANADA. Your Honor is the pope.

Senator ZULUETA. No, Your Honor is the pope.
I was agreeable when Your Honor told that he is
going to propose an amendment making three years
instead of one year. Naturally, we must increase
the appropriation. How much iz the amount Your
Honor is intending to add?

Senator TARADA. I wish Your Honor will inform
me how much is the amount involved, because
if it will involve millions, it is inadequate to ap-
propriate only one hundred thousand pesos.

Senator ZULUETA. I think one hundred thousand
is well enough for one year, but for three years
three hundred thousand pesos will be needed.

Senator TaANADA, Thank you.

Senator DELGADO. Mr. President, will the gentle-
man yvield for a few questions?

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he
so desires.

Senator ZULUETA. Willingly.

Senator DELGADO. I wish to state that I was
greatly impressed by Your Honor's beautiful
sponsorship speech and I wish to add that I am
heartily in support of the objective and most of
the provisions of the bill.

Senator ZULUETA. I am very glad to hear that.

Senator DELCADO. But, like the gentleman from
Quezon, I would like to be practical about this
matter. I wouldn’t want to feed our veterans and
our widows and orphans with merely false hopes,
but what I would want is to have cash and service
given to them immediately or, if not immediately,
in the near future, and to this end I would like to
propound a few questions.

Senator ZULUETA. I want to answer first that
inginuation.

Senator DELGADO. No insinuation at all, on the
contrary, I agree with the purpose of the bill, but
I would like to improve it by making it practical,
if Your Honor will permit me to indicate this,

Senator ZULUETA. I expect that Your Honor
would do so as a former War Damage Commis-
gioner.

Qenator DELGADO, In the first place, is the pur-
pose of this bill merely to create a Commission that
will try to facilitate the work in Washington,
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D.C. to get more benefits and more money for the
veterans and their widows and orphans, or is it
also the purpose of this bill, if we fail from getting
anything from the United States, to have our own
Government and our own finances give the help
needed and the justice that these veterans and
widows and orphans deserve?

Senator ZULUETA. In the course of my speech,
Your Honor will find out that what I am saying
here is that if the Government of the United States
will not seem to look for the rights of our veterans,
our Government will look after them.

Senator DELGADO, If that is the case, I entirely
agree with the views of the distinguished gentle-
man from Quezon, that the time limit should be
increased, because one year is too short. As 1
said, I have some experience in claims, and I know
that with the many claims of these veterans, it
will be impossible unless we have a very big per-
sonnel to process these claims in one year, and I
also agree with the idea that P100,000 is barely
enough, probably not only for the expenses of the
Commission, I hope Your Honor will permit us
to aszist him in time, in finding out the total amount
of the pending claims, deserving claims of the
veterans and their widows and orphans. Now, as
to what Your Honor stated about what Your
Honor did not know what the Committee on: Foreign
Affairs did on the resolution presented by the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Zamboanga del Norte
and the gentleman from Pampanga and Manila, I
wish to refer Your Honor to the letter of the
President of the Senate addressed to the President
of the Philippines some time last year yet, in
connection with that resolution, and for Your
Honor’s benefit, since Your Honor said that he
did not know of the action that was taken, I wish
to state that after the brilliant speech of the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Zamboanga del Norte
on the floor and the speech made by the gentleman
from Pampanga and Manila, that resolution was
referred to our Committee and on the following
day we held a meeting and the Committee un-
animously agreed that the spirit or the contention
in that resolution was absolutely correct, but that,
inasmuch as there was already a mission and a
committee of the Laurel-Langley Mission to the
United States precisely negotiating about the an-
nulment of the Rémulo-Snyder agreement and, in
addition, trying to get from the United States
Government almost a billion dollars for the benefit
of the velerans and their widows and orphans, that
the Committee unanimously held and it did not

think that we should denounce that agreement
unilaterally but rather, we should get the President
of the Philippines to instruct the Committee thﬂ‘re
to go ahead and denounce it bilaterally through
negotiations, which for Your Honor's benefit, I
would like to read.

Senator ZULUETA. That is not necessary. I am
giving Your Honor my sincere apologies, and for
all these veterans now present, it is unnecessary to
read that resolution as they are satisfied. I take
Your Honor's word.

Senator DELGADO. Then, if that is the case, I will
ask that this letter be made of record as a part
of Your Honor sponsorship speech, to show what
has been done and what is the desire of all of us.
I am sure that we will support Your Honor in
anything that will benefit the wveterans, their
widows and orphans, but we will go one step
farther. We want something practical. We want
cash and service for the veterans, their widows
and orphans right away and, if not right away,
in the near future. I am sure Your Honor will
agree with me in that.

Senator ZULUETA. I am going to that.

When the rescission law was presented to Pres-
ident Truman for his signature, President Truman
took exemption to the legislative rider contained
therein barring and limiting the benefits a Filipino
Veteran would be entitled to under the GI bill of
rights, in the following language:

“In approving H.R. 5158, I wish to take exception to a
legislative rider attached to the transfer of a $200,000,000
item for the pay of the Army of the Philippines.

The effect of this rider is to bar Philippine Army veterans
from all benefits under the GI hill of rights, with the
exception of disability and death benefits, which are made
payable on the basis of 1 peso for every dollar of eligible
benefits. I realize, however, that certain practical difficul-
ties exist in applying the GI bill of rights to the FPhilippines.

However, the passage and approval of this legislation
do not release the United States from its moral obligation
to provide for the heroic Philippine veterans who sacrificed
so much for the common cause during the war.

Philippine Army veterans are nationals of the United
States and will continue in that status until July 4, 1946.
They fought, as American nationals, under the American
Flag, and under the direction of our military leaders.
They fought with gallantry and courage undermost difficult
conditions during the recent conflict. Their officers were
commissioned by us. Their official organization, the Army
of the Philippine Commonwealth, was taken into the armed
forces of the United States by Executive Order of the
Presidert of the United States on July 26, 1941, that order
haz never been revoked or amended.
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1 consider it a moral obligation of the United States to
look after the welfare of Philippine Army weterans.

Senator LiM. Mr. President, will the gentleman
yield?

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he
80 desires.

Senator ZULUETA. With pleasure.

Senator LIM. I notice that President Truman
stated there is a moral obligation on the part of
the United States to take care of our veterans,
their widows and orphans. But all of us who
know international law because we are lawyers,
know very well that it is not only a mere moral
obligation but it is also a legal obligation, and I
dare say, in order not to give our veterans, their
widows and orphans false hopes, that if our mission
in the United States ever fails to fight for our
legitimate claims for veterans, their widows and
orphans, we should take this matter to the Inter-
national Court of Justice of the United Nations.

In the case of the Guam laborers, for example,
they have been discriminated against right under
our very noses because of the failure of the United
States of America to give to our laborers the
benefits of the United States Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938, that is, at the rate of one dollar an
hour which is now increased to ome dollar and
ten cents an hour, because Guam is an un-
incorporated territory of the United States. And
last year, the Philippine delegation which was

headed by your humble servant brought this matter.

to the attention of the United States delegation
to the International Labor Conference at Geneva,
and I would like to say that when we told the
American delegation that, unless this Guam labor
matter is seitled through diplomatic channels, the
Philippines will submit the matter to the Inter-
national Labor Conference officially, the American
delegation told us not to do so because the com-
munist countries led by Russia were only waiting
for a chance to criticize Philippine-American re-
lations. Subsequently thereafter, Mr. Wilkins, the
Undersecretary of Labor, asked me to give them
time becausé they would send to America a certain
congressman who was then one of the advisers to
the American delegation to the International Labor
Organization. T am happy to say that, on the very
week of the arrival of the American congressman
in Washington, the bill which was then pending
and sure of approval in the United States Con-
gress excluding Guam and other unincorporated
territories from the provisions of the U.S. Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 was recommitted ta
the- Committee on Labor of the U.8. House of

Representatives. It should seem, therefore, that
when we told them that we were going to submit
the matter officially before the International Labor
Conference, the United States delegation decided
that something must be done, and, fortunately,
because of that adviee, I would not say threat, on
the part of the Philippine delegation, that bill was
recommitted to the Committee on Labor. And
according to news coming from America about
one month ago, the Filipino laborers are going
to be given the rate of one dollar and ten cents
per hour in the naval and military installations
in Guam. : :

So, I dare say that since this is a legal right
on the part of Filipino veterans, not a mere moral
right as President Truman said—although I am
grateful enough for his commenting on that rider
in that regard—I think perhaps he just used the
word “moral” in order to pacify United States
Congressmen and Senators, but since this is a legal
right, I dare say let us show them that we mean
business, because, as I told the gentleman from
Iloilo, I would like to say that, when I said business,
I mean we are going to submit the matter to the
United Nations to be threshed out reasonably and
legally. I would like to state that while I am in
favor of this bill, and I do not doubt the sincerity
of the gentleman from Iloilo because I have ob-
served his attitude since last year, I have seen him
burning with fervor, passion and fire for the in-
terest and welfare of veterans, their widows and
orphans, unless we do this, we are going to give
our veterans another false hope, I dare say that
the Filipino veterans, their widows and orphans
are tired of these promises without getting any
money, because this bill, if we approve it, would
be only for the purpose of studying the claims
as fo what amount, the total amount in general
and the specific amounts, would be due to our
guerrillas and other veterans, their widows and
orphans who have not received any benefits yet,
because we know that the Philippine Government
cannot afford to pay these veterans, their widows
and orphans and the guerrilleros. If, as Your
Honor says, about 82,000 of them have been neg-
lected and that now there are about 300,000 new
guerrillas we seek to recognize, perhaps including
the bolo battalions and the women who served as
cooks, first aiders, nurses and as laundry women
for our guerrillas, it would amount to millions
and millions and billions of pesos which the Philip-
pine Government, let us be frank to our veterans,
their widows and orphans, can never afford to
pay, even in the next fifty years. So, I dare say
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that the bill is good because the purpose is to es-
tablish a commission to study the claims, but it
is not good unless we submit formally and legally
this matter to America, because it is only the
American Government that can afford to pay and
it must pay because this is a legal claim.

Your Honor mentioned the Missing Persons Act,
whereby against all the provisions of international
law on land warfare, the United States Govern-
ment sought for its own convenience to say that
all those prispners of war who were released from
the Japanese concentration camps had reverted to
eivilian status from the moment they were released.
This is against international law because when a
prisoner of war is released from a concentration
camp, he is not reverted to civilian status while
the war is going on. That is very elementary
in the international law of land warfare, and yet
they sought to do that to the prejudice and in
diserimination of our Filipino veterans, their
widows and orphans.

Your Honor mentioned also the Rescission Law,
regarding the rider, by which we have been short-
changed when they say that our Filipino veterans
are to be paid at the rate of one peso for every
dollar when we know very well that one peso is
equivalent to omnly fifty cents. Your Honor men-
tioned likewise the deprivation of our veterans
of the benefits of the G.I. bill of rights which
includes school and educational benefits, hospital-
ization and other benefits which an American G.I.
receives. I think we have been victims of dis-
crimination here and there, and I do say that this
Government must bring this matter, if all dip-
lomatic channels fail, to the United Nations for
settlement once and for all, because, as I said, it
is our legal right to do so and only America should
and must pay us. It is not only a mere moral
right but it iz also a legal right. We must see to
it that the Philippine Government show to the
United States Government its earnestness and de-
termination to demand that America pay what is
due our veterans and guerrillas for services ren-
dered. I have many more things to say as I
indicated in my speech last year. But, in order not
to deprive the other senators of their precious time,
I would like to conclude by saying that I am per-
fectly in accord with the bill presented by Your
Honor, but let us not give false hopes again to our
veterans. Let us approve this bill, follow it
through and see results. Does not Your Honor
think so?

Senator ZULUETA. Yes, I do.

Senator SaBmD0. Mr. President, will the gentle-

man yield?

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he
80 desires.

Senator ZULUETA. Willingly.

Senator SABIDO. Your Homor, I wish to state
at the outset that I am fully in accord with the
purposes of the bill, but I would like to point out
certain facts which may be of great improvement
for the achievement of the purposes of the hill and
in order that the truth may appear in the records
of the Senate. Before formulating my question,
I would like to say that the present administration
has made efforts to secure from the United States
the recognition of all those who have not been
recognized yet so that they may enjoy the same
privileges accorded to others,

Senator ZULUETA. Now, Your Honor, I want to
make it of record that I never accused our Govern-
ment of injustices committed against our veterans.

Senator SABIDO. That was far from my purpose

in making the statement,

Senator ZULUETA. In fact, during my speech, I
have said that President Quezon was the one who
initiated the improvement of the salary of our
Filipino veterans, and also President Osmefia in
his Executive Orders Nos. 21 and 22 approved by
General MacArthur.

Senator SABIDO. It appears in this proposed hill
that one of the “Whereases” is the following:
“Whereas, there are still a great number of Fili-
pino veterans who during the last war actively
served in the military forces in the Philippines
under a commander duly appointed, designated or
recognized by the Commander-in-Chief of the South
Pacific Area but who have not been extended the
rights and privileges of members of recognized
guerrilla organizations . . .” Now my question is
this: the RPD was established in the Philippines
'‘and operated for almost four years. May I know
if all these veterans for whose benefit the service
is intended have filed their corresponding claims
before the said Division?

Senator ZULUETA. Many of them, or probably
all of them.

Senator SABIDO. Probably all of them?

Senator ZULUETA. But Your Honor knows, the
Screening Committee working under the influence
of many persons, including veterans, accepted many
fake veterans and left behind many genuine vet-
erans, and that is the reason why we are reopening
this case now.

Senator SABIDO. So, their respective claims, just-

Iy or unjustly, have already been acted upon by
the RPD. '
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Senator ZULUETA. Yes, and I think one of the
distinguished persons, the chairman of the Screen-
ing Committee, was investigated and afterwards
he committed suicide.

Senator SABIDO. So, there is, so to speak, a
decision rendered by that division on all the claims
pertaining to the still unrecognized guerrillas,

Senator ZULUETA. Yes, many of them were mal-
treated.

Senator SABIDO. Now, doesn’t Your Honor think,
if we want to achieve our purpose, that our efforts
should be first of all directed to destroying that
decision rendered by the RPD, and to show the
unfairness and injustice committed to our veterans
who have been deprived of the privileges to which
they are entitled in order that the United States,
conscious of our veterans’ rights, may review her
present atlitude? Because, unless we do that, what-
ever may be done by this Commission might be
nullified by the United States by simply saying :
“Well, we had our own ecourts of justice, so to
speak, in the Philippines. .All these claims were
duly processed and they were found unmeritorious.”
S0, we have to destroy that decision first,

Senator ZULUETA. Suppose that Your Honor at-
tacks the decision of the RPD mentioned before
but they do not listen to our protest?

Senator SABmo. Well, I think what we ought to
do then will be to formulate a request addressed
to the United States praying that all the claims
processed and denied be turned over to this Com-
mission so that this Commission, with full con-
sciousness of all the attendant circumstances and
facts, may make ifs own decision.

Senator ZULUETA. All these veterans, as I know,
made representations in the United States through
the RPD.

Senator SABIDO. Yes, I know that, but we have
always met with the difficulty of showing the in-
justice committed to them, because they alone had
the papers concerning the claims presented by the
still unrecognized guerrillas.

Senator ZULUETA. No, it is not true. Many of
our veterans now have their own papers signed
by General MacArthur and by the commanders
appointed and designated by General MacArthur.

Senator SABIDO. So much the better if they have
the papers. But just the same, whether they have
the papers or not, we ought to direct our action
against the decision of the RPD and show the in-
justice committed against them. Otherwise the
United States will always adopt this attitude. 1
am afraid they will say, “All right, I recognized
my duty and I acknowledged my duty to recognize

meritorious claims of the guerrillag, but the claims
unattended so far have been found unmeritorious,”
and they will stick to the decision rendered. We
have to destroy that.

Senator ZULUETA. I believe that we will be
wasting time by presenting our claim to the RPD.
I respect Your Honor’s opinion, but it is the short
way to prove the rights of these veterans.

Senator SABIDO. Your Honor, in formulating my
questions, it is not my purpose to insinuate that
the claims be presented again to the RPD because
that would be useless. My purpose is to provide
in this bill that the Commission be furnished with
all the documents under the control of the RPD
so that the Commission, with full consciousness
of the actuations of the RPD, may render its own
decision, :

Senator ZULUETA. It is a very excellent sugges-
tion and I will accept your amendment.

Senator SABIDO. Now, I understand that when
the RPD was closed or when the United States
finally decided to deny all further claims, there
were already 5,000 claims duly processed and ready
for approval, if not yet approved, amounting to
around P70,000,000, but said 5,000 claims were un-
ceremoniously denied.

(En este momento el Sen. Mabdnag asume lo
presidencia por designacién de lo Mesa.)

Senator ZULUETA. Yes, I agree with Your Honor.
We want this reviewed.

Senator SABIDO. Why not ask for all the doe-
uments presented before the RPD?

Senator ZULUETA. The Commission will do that.
Senator SABIDO. I think we ought to do that,

. otherwise if the RPD decides against and the Com-

mission decides in favor, I am afraid that the
United States will be confused in rendering de-
cisions on claims of those who have died. .

Senator ZULUETA. Suppose we do that and the
RPD refuses to give the records?

Senator SABIDO. If they refuse to turn over the
papers we may have then the right to assume
that they are hiding something. :

Senator ZULUETA. Then Your Honor will propose
that amendment?

Senator SABIDO. I am intending to do so, if Your
Honor agrees,

Senator ZULUETA Oh, yes, very gladly. (Con-
tinwing.) Says President Truman-+

I recognize, of course, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and after it, the Government of the Philippine
Republic, have obligations to these veterans,
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But, the government of the Philippines is in no position
today, nor will it be for a number of years, to support
a large-scale program for the care of its veterans.

However, in recognition of the practical difficulties faced
in making payments to Philippine Army veterans under
the GI bill of rights, I have directed the Secretary of
War, the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, and the
United States High Commissioner to the Philippines to
prepare for me a plan to be submitted not later than March
25. I expect to request Congress to make such provisions
as are necessary to implement the program when it is
evolved.”

Up to this day Mr. President no definite steps
were taken by the government of the United States
to repeal the unconstitutional rider as contained
in the recission law and consequently the widows,
orphans and our disabled veterans are receiving
only 1 peso for every dollar that an American
GI is actually receiving under the GI bill of rights.

I can call this rider in the law unconstitutional,
Mr. President, because when a USAFFE veteran
died on Bataan in 1942 while defending the
American flag and American sovereignity in the
Philippines, his heirs are entitled to the benefits
of the GI bill of rights in like manner and to the
same extent as an American GI, dollar for dollar.
When in 1946 the privileges were limited by the
rider in the Recission Law and were reduced in
amount, property already earned was taken from
the soldier or his heir without due process of
law. It can also be szaid, Mr. President, that to
single out the Filipino Veterans from among the
rest of those who served the United States Govern-
ment during World War II, would make the rider
a discriminatory piece of class legislation and, con-
sequently, unconstitutional.

With respect to those veterans who were clas-
sified as “Pay Backs” because of the implementation
of AFWESPAC, Staffi Memorandum No. 14 and
consequently did not receive any arrears in pay
from the United States Government but instead
were determined to owe money to Uncle Sam for
insurance premiums and guerrilla notes received
which was charged against his salary, I want to
call particular attention, Mr, President, to the
language used in the Military Order of President
Roosevelt expressly calling the members of the
former Philippine Army in the service of the
United States of America for the duration of the
existing emergency. The exact language used and
I quote are as follows “1 hereby call and order into
the service of the armed forces of the United States
for the period of the existing emergency, and
place under the command of a general officer,
United States Army, * * * all of the organized

T4067 ——4

military forces of the Government of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines.”

The existing emergency was not yet terminated
with the fall of the Philippines to the Japanese.
Why is it, Mr. President, that the services of the
former members of the USAFFE were considered
terminated upon their release on parole from
Prisoner of War Camps? Why is it that guerrilla
notes given the soldier for him to buy his food,
travel and other living expenses to enable him
to fight were charged against his arrears in pay?
The answer is obvious; it was to save American
money by limiting the period of entitlement to
arrears in pay due these former service men after
their release from Prisoners of War concentration
camps and also the payment of pensions and in-
surance benefits to their widows and orphans for
subsequent deaths or disabilities after their release
from Prisoner of War concentration camps as
they were released more dead than alive. Many
of these men upon their release irrespective of
their poor health, joined active guerrilla units for
which they were either killed or disabled by enemy
action. Still their widows and orphans are not
now receiving pensions and insurance benefit pay-
ments from the United States Veterans Administra-
tion as they are considered under AFWESPAC
Memorandum No. 14 and under United States Vet-
erans Administration regulations, to have died not
in line of duty.

More fortunate are those guerrillas under Senator
Kangleon because the guerrilla notes received by
them were not deducted from their arrears in pay.
But the thousands and thousands of guerrillas
under Col. Fertig in Mindanao and those under
Col. Peralta and Abcede in Panay and Negros
suffered deductions and most of them became “pay-
backs” because the guerrilla notes were deducted
to their full value from their arrears in pay al-
though the government had redeemed the same at
a greaf discount. In their lifetime, the late Pres-
ident Quezon and the late President Rosevelt showed
sympathy and concern for the Filipino veterans,
Had President Roosevelt lived longer, he could have
kept faith with us and with the ideals for which
our soldiers fought and died. In his death, we
lost a great and good friend.

In approving the bill now before us, Mr. Pres-
ident, we will be showing to the United States that
we, too, are willing to assume on our own respon-
sibility of rewarding those who fought for God and
for democracy under the American flag hoping that
somehow, someday this legal obligation of the
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United States will be honored by them. If Amer-
ica seemed to have failed us, she alone, 1 believe,
is not to blame. After the last global holocaust,
America found herself the leader of the free world
and assigned by destiny to share in the problems
of all the continents. If that great and magna-
nimous country overlooked us, it was because on
our part we might not have presented our case
more aggressively and more convincingly.

We are now reopening the issue and I am sure
that, true to her great and noble traditions, Amer-
ica will see the justice of our cause. Should we
still fail—although I am confident that we will
not—we can elevate our case to the International
Court of Justice or appeal to the unerring ver-
dict of mankind.

Mr. President and distinguished colleagues:
Roosevelt is dead, but those great ideals and every-
thing that stands for Americanism did not die
with him.

A few years ago, when I was a delegate to the
seventh sessions of the Unpited Nations General
Assembly, I had occasion to speak before a select
American audience to which I addressed the fol-
lowing appeal:

“Philippine-American partnership, during a period of
close to fifty years, can well be said to be without parallel
in the annals of mankind. Your accomplishments in our
country are too many for enumeration. Suffice it to say
that we were the recipient of untold benefits from your
people and governmenf but, fortunately, we are not un-
grateful. Java was under the Dutech rule, but Java did
not stand by her mother country in the last global war.
British India did not take common cause with England
and Indo-China abandoned the French. But my people,
the Filipino people, stood by wou in your hour of need.
In the name of that friendship, therefore, a friendship
cemented by blood and common sufferings, permit me to
speak to you in behalf of thousands of unrecognized guer-
rillas who, up to this late hours, have not lost faith in
the benevolence, fairness and magnanimity of the American
people and government. Shoulder to shoulder with the
American GI's these boys fought in the hillsides of Panay,
in the foxholes of Bataan and in the tunnels of Corregidor.
They fought not for any material consideration but out
of devotion to the ideals of Americanism. But when our
war-ravished country was liberated from the clutches of
the enemy, you extended reecognition to guerrillas seattered
all over the country but there were others, equally deserv-
ing, that were left out. These brave and gallant boys
felt that they were discriminated against; it zeemed as if
their hercie efforts and sufferings were in vain. In bitter-
ness, some of them have taken to the hills to join the so-
called dissidents who are now fighting against the govern-
ment. They may now be enemies of law and order but
I cannot believe it true of them that they are commu-
nists as they cannot be enemies of democracy for which
they fought and suffered for four unbearable years. But
as I said, & great majority of them have not lost faith

in Ameriea. To you, therefore, I speak in their behalf; I
plead for those true friends and soldiers of democracy.
The Amerieans and Filipinos live with common purposes;
they rejoice in common blessings: they suffer in common
disaster and glory in mutual happiness under a democracy
that must not die.

I thank wyou, -Mr. President.

I ask that we pass into the period of amend-
ments,
. The ACTING PRESIDENT. We are now in the
period of amendments, -

Senator TARADA. Mr. President, for some amend-
ments. '

The AcTiNG PRESIDENT. The gentleman from
Quezon may proceed.

. ENMIENDAS TANADA

Senator TANADA. Mr. President, my amendment
is simple. On page 2, line 19, delete the words
“one year” and in lieu thereof place “three years.”

Senator ZULUETA. The Committee accepts the
amendment.

The PRESIDENT. If there is no objection, the
amendment is approved. (There was none.)

Senator TANADA. On the same page, line 21,
delete the phrase, “one hundred thousand pesos”
and in lieu thereof insert “three hundred thousand
pesos.”

Senator ZULUETA. The Committee accepts the
amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The amendment is ap-
proved if there is no objection. (There was none.)

Senator TANADA. Mr. President, I would like to
invite the attention of the sponsor to the fact that
there is no provision in this bill regarding the
qualifications of the members of the Commission.
Generally, we provide for qualifications. What

“would be the attitude of the sponsor with respect
to that?

Senator ZULUETA. In fact, we have in mind the
members of the veterans and the Government.

Senator TANADA. Generally, when we enact a
law concerning labor and management, we include
in the. composition of the board a representative
of labor and a representative of management.
Maybe, it would be a good idea if we could provide
that one of the members of the Commission should
come from the ranks of the veterans.

Senator ZULUETA. I am agreeable to that.

Senator TANADA. In view of the fact that this is
a more complicated amendment, I would request to
reserve the right to present the amendment later
after the gentleman from Bulacédn is through with
his amendment.
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ENMIENDA KANGLEGON

Senator KANGLEON. Mr. President, I would like
to introduce an amendment. On page 1, line 20,
after the period (.) insert the following: “ALL RE-
CORDS OF THE DEFUNCT GUERRILLA SCREENING BOARD
SHALL BE TURNED OVER TO THE COMMISSION.”

Senator ZULUETA. The Committee accepts the
amendment. -

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is approved if
there is no objection. (There was none.)

Senator DELGADO, Mr. President, before I pro-
pose my amendment, will the gentleman yield?

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman from
Iloilo, may yield if he so desires.

Senator ZULUETA. Gladly.

Senator DELGADO. Does not the gentleman from
Iloilo think that as soon as we have an idea of
the amount needed from the Philippine Treasury,
should our work in the States fail, that the amount
needed should be included in the yearly budget
for appropriation? My idea is that we should
put here at the end of section 5, line 24, that the
Commission should render a report within a vear
from the approval of this Act as to the amount
needed to pay the claims of the veterans, their
widows and orphans so that they may be included
in the annual budget following that report.

Senator ZULUETA. The Committee would accept
that as an amendment.

ENMIENDA DELGADO

Senator DELCADO. In that case, Mr. President,
I introduce an amendment which should read this
way: Add after the period (.) on line 24, page 2,
section 5, the following: “THE COMMISSION SHOULD
RENDER A REPORT WITHIN A YEAR FROM THE APPROV-
AL OF THIS ACT STATING THE AMOUNT NEEDED TO
PAY THE CLAIMS OF THE VETERANS AND THEIR WI-
DOWS AND ORPHANS S0 THAT THE NECESSARY
AMOUNT MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE ANNUAL APPRO-
PRIATION ACT.”

Senator ZULUETA. Will Your Honor accept an
amendment to your amendment by inserting the
words “IN CASH OR IN CERTIFICATES”, so that cer-
tificates may be given like the certificates given to
other veterans, as when our Government is unable
to pay in cash.

Senator DELGADO. What is Your Honor's amend-
ment?

ENMIENDA DEL COMITE A LA ENMIENDA

Senator ZULUETA. Between the words “PAY"” and
“pHE” of Your Honor's amendment, insert the
words “IN CASH OR IN CERTIFICATES".

Senator DELGADO. I accept the amendment to the
amendment,

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment as amended is approved. (There
was none.)

ENMIENDAS SABIDO

Senator SABIDO. Mr. President, for an amend-
ment. On page 2, before the last “Whereas”, 1
propose that the following “whereases” be inserted:

“WHEREAS, at the time the R.P.D. (Recovered Personnel
Division) which was established by the United States in
the Philippines for the purpose of processing and deciding
upon the merits of claims presented before said organi-
zation and directing payment thereof was closed, there
were around 5,000 claims involving the amount of P70,
000,000 which have already been processed and approved
but without any known justified reasons were not paid;

WHEREAS, according to our knowledge and belief many
other claims similar to the 5,000 claims referred to in the
preceding paragraph were also unjustly denied by the
R.P.D.;

The AcTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted, Mr. President.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment is approved. (There was none.)

Senator SABIDO. As a conseguence of that amend-
ment, the word “and” appearing after the semi-
colon (;) in the second to the last ‘“Whereas"
should be deleted.

The ACTING PRESIDENT, What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment is approved. (There was none.)

Senator SABIDO. Now, as a consequence of the
said “Whereases”, if the gentleman from Samar has
no objection, I would request that I be allowed to
introduce the following amendment: On the same
page 2, between lines 14 and 15, insert the follow-
ing:

“4. Request the government of the United States directly
or through the President or the Ambassador of the Philip-
pines to the United States to turn over to the Commission
all the papers or certified copies thereof of Filipino veter-
ans whose claims have been filed with the R.P.D but de-
nied.”

The AcCTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objee-
tion, the amendment is approved. (There was
none.)

Senator SABIDO. As a consequence of the amend-
ment just approved, the word “and” appearing on
line 11 of the same page should be deleted, and

—  pPECLASSIFIED

Fun, (J.. %’E E‘I %

Authority R 22

—
E—
.I_-—'—'__'_



1120 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

the period (.) on line 14 changed to a semi-
colon (;), after which semi-colon the word “anp”
should be placed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment is approved. (There was none.)

Senator RosALES. Mr. President, will the gentle-
man from Iloilo yield?

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield
if he so desires.

Senator ZULUETA. Gladly.

Senator ROSALES. Section 1 of this bill defines
the purpose or purposes of this bill and the fune-
tions of the Commission., It says here: “to pro-
cess, determine and dispose of all unsettled claims
of Filipino veterans.” Now, these words “dis-
pose of all unsettled claims”, does not the gentle-
man believe that they might give false hopes to
these veterans, in the sense that they might be
_interpreted that the Commiszsion eannot only pro-
cess but also pay claims of veterans? Because,
Your Honor, if we use the words “dispose of all
unsettled claims”, disposition of claims includes
payment. So that if the gentleman has no objec-
tion, I would propose an amendment to clarify
this point.

Senator ZULUETA. We can make this clear.

ENMIENDAS ROSALES
Senator RoSALES. Mr. President, I propose the

&

following:
On page 2, line 2, delete the phrase “dispose of”
and in its place insert the word “ADJUDICATE”. In

other words, this Section 1 will read as follows:

“SectioN 1. There is hereby created a Commission to
process, determine and adjudicate all unsettled claims of
Filipino wveterans."

ENMIENDA DEL COMITE A LA ENMIENDA

Senator ZULUETA. Would Your Honor accept
this amendment to the amendment? On line 2,
page 2, put a comma (,) after the syllables “ter-
mine” and add the word “SCREEN", so that it will
read “to process, determine, screen and adjudicate,

The AcTING PRESIDENT. What does the gentle-
man from Samar say?

Senator RoSALES. I accept the amendment to my
amendment. :

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment as amended is approved. (There

was none.)

Senator RosaLEs. In No. 3 of section 2, there is
a provision that authorizes this Commission to
establish a branch office in Washington, D.C., to
work for more benefits for Filipino veterans. But
among the purposes of this Commission, I do not
find enumerated whether this Commission should
work for the benefits to veterans. So, on page 2,
line 2, after the word veterans, delete the period
(.) and add the following: “T0 WORK AND MAKE
NEGOTIATIONS FOR MORE BENEFITS FOR FILIPINO
VETERANS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES.”

ENMIENDA DELGADO A LA ENMIENDA

Senator DELGADO. Mr, President, may I offer an
amendment to the amendment. After what has
been stated by the distinguished gentleman from
Sdmar, delete the period (.) and add the follow-
ing: “IN CONJUNCTION WITH SUCH OTHER DIPLO-
MATIC OR OTHER AGENCIES OF THE PHILIPPINE GOV.
ERNMENT WORKING NOW IN FAVOR OF THE VETER-
ANS."

Senator ROSALES. I accept the amendment to my
amendment, Mr. President.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. I accept the amendment as
amended.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment as amended is approved. (There
was none,)

Senator LiM. Mr. President, will the gentleman
yield?

The AcTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman may
yield, if he so desires.

Senator ZULUETA. Gladly.

Senator LiM. This is just for clarification. After
the gentleman from Sdmar proposed hizs amend-
ment to eliminate the words “dispose of” because
he says it may include payment, it becomes clear
now more than ever that the purpose of the hill
is not to create a Commission in order that the
Philippine Government may pay these claims, but
only to fight for these claims in America. Is that
not correct, Your Honor?

Senator ZULUETA. I understand that the gentle-
man from Simar made more ample the dispositions
of this hill in favor of veterans,

Qenator LIM. The point here is that our veter-
ans will exactly know that the Commission will
be created or organized only to screen and adju-
dicate the claims of veterans and to work for the
claims of Filipino veterans in the United States,
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but not for the Philippine Government to pay their
claims. Is that not correct?

Senator ZULUETA. This will include both the
Government of the United States and the Philip-
pine Government. Afterwards, if we find that our
veterans will not be getting any money from the
United States, as I said before, if our Government
is a decent government, it must recognize the
rights of these veterans. And if our Government
has no money, it can issue certificates.

Senator LiM, If that is the intention, why are
we afraid to retain the words “dispose of”’? That
has the meaning of eventual payment.

Senator ZULUETA. Well, it is the same. When
Your Honor screens and afterwards Your Honor
adjudicates, it is the same.

Senator LiM. Well, evidently so, because Your
Honor accepted the amendment of the gentleman
from Bulacin which virtually gives the meaning
that if America refuses to pay, the Philippine Gov-
ernment will be the one to pay these claims. Is
that correct?

Senator ZULUETA. Not only whether America re-
fuses to pay these claims, because our Govern-
ment is duty bound to recognize the rights of the
veterans and pay their claims even if they amount
to a billion pesos. Qur veterans are not after the
billion pesos. They are after their rights. And
if our Government is a decent government, it must
recognize said rights, but for the present we tell
them: “We have no money, but we are going to
find the money to pay you.”

Senator LiM. That is precisely my worry, because
it will be again giving our veterans false hopes, be-
cause if the idea is only to recognize, we might
just as well give awards to these poor veterans
and say, “We are grateful to you for your services
in the last war, but we cannot pay you, we have
no money.” The point, Your Honor, is this: I
want to eliminate any shadow of suspicion that we
are giving our veterans false hopes, although I
know that Your Honor, as author of this bill, has
not that intention. But we must be careful, be-
cause if we are going to put in this bill anything
that would show that once we fail to get this
money from the United States, the Philippine
Government would have to bear the expenses, we
would be inconsistent with our stand. Our stand
should be that our weterans and guerrillas, for
services rendered in the last global war, are en-
titled as a matter of legal right, because they
have been assimilated and inducted into the armed
forces of the United States, to the benefits under

the American GI Bill of Rights as the American
GI's themselves, and if we are going to insinuate
in this bill that if America does not pay our vet-
erans, the Philippines will, it might weaken our
stand. I would like to say, let us fight on the
basis that we believe that this is a legal right on
the part of our veterans, their widows and orphans,
because the Fhilippine Government has no obli-
gation whatsoever in the international sense of
the word to pay our veterans, because that war
was not waged by the Filipino people or by the
Philippine Government; we got involved in that
war because it was a war between Japan and
America.

Senator ZULUETA. I disagree.

Senator LIM. And let us not give the American
people the idea that if they will not pay, we will
pay, because that will be another false hope, be-
cause 1t is impossible for the Philippine Govern-
ment to ever pay these 300,000 veterans and guer-
rillas. How long will it take the Philippine Gov-
ernment to pay these 300,000 veterans and guerril-
las? Maybe 100 years, and by that time these
widows and orphans will be dead. My stand is
that we must show the American Government that
we don’t consider it at all the obligation of the
Philippine Government to pay the veterans, but
that it is the obligation of the American Govern-
ment to pay them because they fought their war,

Senator ZULUETA. Does Your Honor believe that
if the United States refuses to pay the veterans
what it owes them, the Government of the Phil-
ippines is not duty bound to recognize their right?

Senator LiM. Recognize their right, yes. We
would go on our bended knees to these guerrillas
and veterans, their widows and orphans, and plead
to them to accept our gratitude for fighting for
our beloved country. But mere recognition will
not give any money to our veterans. Mere recog-
nition, even if accepted by our patriotic guerrillas
and veterans, cannot be used for practical pur-
poses. A mere certificate, even if framed in a
beautiful gold frame, will not mean anything un-
less we can give these widows and orphans enough
money for subsistence and clothing. My idea is
that I don't want to make it appear that we are
inconsistent in our stand, that it is the right of
the Filipinos to claim from the United States and
that it should not be the obligation of the Philip-
pine Government to pay them, because, as I said,
once the Filipino soldiers were inducted, by order
of President Roosevelt, into the armed forces of the
United States, every Filipino soldier was as much
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entitled to the GI Bill of Rights and other money
benefits as any other American GI. Otherwise it
would be wishful thinking to expect that if we fail
to get what is due us from America, the Philip-
pine Government will try its best to pay our vet-
erans,

Senator ZULUETA. I disagree with the gentleman
from Zamboanga when he says that our soldiers
fought only for the United States of America.
They fought also for the ideals of democracy.

Senator LiM. I understand.

Senator ZULUETA. And they fought to defend the
territory of the Philippines, and so, our Govern-
ment is in duty bound to pay these guerrillas,
not only the United States.

Senator LiM. If we were to talk of gratitude,
if we were to talk of our involvement in a fight for
a common ideology, perhaps we will not be enti-
tled to a single centavo, but if we were to talk
of money claims for services rendered, it would
be a different matter. Precisely, Executive Orders
Nos. 21 and 22 which were signed by President
Osmefia were prepared personally by General Mac
Arthur, and in implementing that, General Mac
Arthur issued Circular No. 100 which was broad-
cast from the moment they arrived in Leyte to
all Filipino veterans and guerrillas in the hills and
valleys and mountains of the Philippines, announc-
ing that they would be paid the same amount of
benefits that the American GI's would receive,

Senator ZULUETA. May I interrupt the gentle-
man from Zamboanga? What is the objection of
the gentleman from Zamboanga to the amendment
presented?

Senator LiM. My objection is that it will weaken
our stand by putting up an alternative, and the
alternative is this: let us fight for the money
claims of our veterans and guerrillas before the
American Government, but if they refuse to pay,
the Philippine Government will pay. That is the
alternative, and I say it will weaken our stand.

I also heard Your Honor that if we fail in our
effort to get the desired payments from the United
States Government, we will bring this matter
eventually to the International Court of Justice of
the United Nations. Well, I would say that if we
put in this bill something which would insinuate
to the Americans that if they don't pay, we will
pay, that will weaken our stand.

Senator ZULUETA. That is the amendment to the
amendment presented by the distinguished gentle-
man from Bulacan.

Senator LiM. I came to this conclusion when
Your Honor, in answer to my question, said that

the Philippine Government should at least recog-
nize the rights of our veterans. Well, we have
been recognizing that without the use of any bill.
We have recognized their services. The Philippine
Government has recognized their services by means
of the annual celebrations commemorating Bataan
and Corregidor. We have honored and recognized
the patriotic services of our fighting men and
women.

Senator ZULUETA. They were recognized under
the executive order of President Osmeiia.

Senator LiMm. Precisely.

Senator ZULUETA. So, what is Your Honor's con-
tention now?

Senator LiM. Let us not include in this bill any-
thing that would tend to show the American Gov-
ernment that if our fight for justice is futile in
America, the Philippine Government would pay
the unsettled claims.

Senator ZULUETA. It is not in the bill.

Senator LiM. But if Your Honor will read the
amendment of the gentleman from Bulacin, Your
Honor will see plenty regarding that point, and I
came to that conclusion from Your Honor's answer
to the gentleman from Simar that payment would
be included in the words “disposed of”.

Senator ZULUETA. So, Your Honor's objection is
cnly to the words “disposed of"?

Senator LiM. Your Honor accepted the amend-
ment of the gentleman from Samar because it
would include the payment of claims. However,
the amendment of the gentleman from Bulacin,
Senator Delgado, would mean that if we fail to
get payment of the claims from America our Gov-
ernment will pay. Now, we know very well our
Government cannot afford to pay even in one hun-
dred or two hundred years, and I doubt whether
it will ever be able to do so.

Senator ZULUETA. As a Filipino, Your Honor is
doubting our resources in the future. The gentle-
man has no confidence in our strength and vigor
to be a great nation economically.

SQenator LiM. Till how many years in the future?

Senator ZULUETA. I don’t care for how many
years so long as these veterans’ rights are recog-
nized.

Senator LiM. Your Honor's name as a Filipino
will be written in letters of gold in the hearts of
the Filipino veterans, widows and orphans. But
I say it is my desire to help them also to have
their rights recognized, but we are weakening our
stand before the American people. It is my hum-
ble belief that it is not only the United States
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who is in duty bound to pay and recognize the
rights of our veterans, widows and orphans, but
that our Government is also in duty bound to
recognize their rights.

Senator ZULUETA. Your Honor, it is easier for us
to pay if we start on the premise that since our
armed forces had been integrated into the United
States armed forces, the United States had to pay
the salaries of our soldiers. Is there any incon-
sistency in asking America to pay and at the same
time say that it is also our duty to pay? We can-
not separate the one from the other. If we argue
like that, it is not inconsistent to say that the duty
of the American Government is subsidiary or sec-
ondary or solidarily with that of the Philippine
Government. If the Senator is a veteran and he
is entitled to certain rights and privileges, what
will he prefer? Will he not prefer to have two
creditors, the United States and the Philippines,
or the United States alone?

Senator LiM. I will have a creditor who will be
able to pay me rather than have two creditors
that cannot pay. The Philippine Government can-
not pay this three billion dollars.

Senator ZULUETA. Does Your Honor mean to
say that our Government is bankrupt?

Senator LiM. At present we cannot afford to
pay these veterans. Let us not be too optimistic
lest these veterans may entertain false hopes. I
know in my own conscience as one of the humble
members of the House of Representatives and now
as one of the twenty-four senators in this chamber,
that these veterans cannot expect to get anything
and the chances are that the veterans would be
given false hopes, and believing that money would
be coming to them they might begin borrowing
and go into debt. '

Senator ZULUETA. Then, Your Honor proposes
that we go against the United States for this claim?

Senator LiM. I propose that we should have a
solid ground, that the United States should pay
becaunse our armed forces had been assimilated into
the United States Army, and if they do not pay
let us bring this before the International Court of
Justice. But do not include in the bill that if the
United States does not pay, the Philippine Govern-
ment will pay. If the International Court of
Justice does not give us a redress of our griev-
ance, then Your Honor and I should find out
what we can do so that our Government can try
to ameliorate the situation.

Qenator ZULUETA. Suppose the United States
tells us: “Well, your Government does mnot like to

pay and recognize the rights and privileges of th
veterans. If you do not recognize the rights and
privileges of the veterans, why are you claiming
that I recognize their rights?”

Senator LiM. We recognize the rights of the
veterans, but the United States is in duty bound
to pay their claims.

Senator ZULUETA. The United States will say:
“If you are not in duty bound to pay, we are not
in duty bound to pay those veterans because they
were defending your territory against the Jap-
anese invaders."

Senator LiM. Well, I hope I will not be mis-
understood. What I only mean is that we shall
weaken our stand if we put an alternative and
say that we will pay if the United States does not
pay. If we want to be sincere representatives of
the people in the Senate, let us not approve bills
here which we know very well are impossible of
implementation, thus only giving false hopes fo
the veterans and guerrillas.

Senator RODRIGO. Mr. President, I have two
amendments to propose which are very simple.
Before T introduce them, I would like to propound
questions to the sponsor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman from
Iloilo may answer if he pleases.

Senator ZULUETA. Gladly.

Senator RobRico. Does not the gentleman think
that imprisonment for a period of from six fo
twelve years is too severe for any person who has
filed in whole or in part a false claim?

Senator ZULUETA. If Your Honor will propose
that he be hanged, I will accept the amendment.

RODRIGO

Senator RopriGo. Mr. President, I will propose
the following amendment: On page 2, line 17, de-
lete the words “six to twelve” and in lieu thereof
insert “six months and one day to six years”.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say ?

Senator ZULUETA. Mr. President, that amend-
ment is a joke, because nobody will respect the law.
They will give false statement about their genuine-
ness. That is very dangerous. We will show the
American people that we are screening our veterans
here, that all these enlisted men screened are gen-
uine, so that the United States will not say that we
are presenting a false list, a fake list of veterans,
in order that they will listen to our claims.

ENMIENDAS
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EL SEN. RODRIGO RAZONA SU ENMIENDA

: Senator RODRIGO, Mr. President, imprisonment of

81X to twelve years is a severe penalty than im-
prisonment imposed upon a person who commits
homicide. Twelve years’ imprisonment is the
penalty imposed upon Luis Tarue, the leader of
the Huks. Why should we impose such a heavy
penalty on poor guerrilleros most of whom are not
well educated and most of whom come from the
barrios, for having filed a claim which later on is
found to be false? I think prision correccional is
enough deterrent. And let us consider furthermore
that these poor people who are filing claims, as the
gentleman said, have no assurance that they will
be paid. They will only file with the Commission
which does not have the power and the resources to
pay them. They will file their papers only for proc-
essing. I think imprisonment from six to twelve
years i8 foo severe,

Senator ZULUETA. Mr. President, will the gentle-
man yield?

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he
80 desires,

Senator Robrico. Willingly.

Senator ZULUETA. When a man kills a man, the
crime iz committed individually,. When a veteran
presents a false claim, he is not only against the
veterans, he is against the State, against the people,
against the government. He deserves to be hanged,
not to be imprisoned for six years. He must not
go to the States and say, “I am the real veteran.”
What happened in the past? Because lists of
fakers were permitted by the screening committee,
genuine guerrillas were not allowed to present their
claims, and were deprived of the right to be paid,

Senator RobDRiGo. Well, the gentleman stated in
answer to my question that he agreed that 6 to 12
years is too severe.

Senator ZULUETA. No, no, my answer is, if Your
Honor will propose an amendment to increase it, I
will accept the amendment, because a liar has no
right to live among the good people, among the
veterans who fought for their country.

Senator RobriGo. Well, Mr. President, I would
like to withdraw that amendment, and instead pro-
pose 2 to 6 years, and I submit the amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. What does the sponsor
say?

Senator ZULUETA. I submit the amendment to the
Senate. I believe that the more serious the penalty,
the more right we shall have to demand from the
United States the payment to these genuine veterans.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. The amendment is, in-
stead of the word “six” it should be two, that is,
2 to 6 years. Those who are in favor of the amend-
ment will please say aye. (Several senators: Aye.)
Those who are against will please say nay. (Sev-
eral senators: Nay.)

Senator Roprico. I ask for a division of the
House, Mr. President.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. Division. Those who
are in favor of the amendment will please stand up.
(Three senators stood up.) Those who are against
will please stand up. (Four senators stood up.)
The amendment is rejected.

Senator RopRIGo. My last amendment is only a
matter of style, On page 2, delete the last Whereas
and transpose the words “Now, THEREFORE,” to the
beginning of the sentence, so that in fairness and
justice to the Filipino veterans, it should read:
“NOW, THEREFORE, in justice . . . .”

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted, Mr. President.

The AcCTING PRESIDENT. Is there any objection?
(Silence.) The Chair hears none. The amend-
ment 18 approved. :

Senator TANADA. Mr. President, I would like to
ask a question to the gentleman before I introduce
my amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman may an-
swer if he so desires,

Senator ZULUETA. Willingly.,

Senator TANADA, Does Your Honor realize that
we are creating a Commission without a name?
For convenience, I think, we should give a name to
the Commission we are creating,

Senator ZULUETA. We may call it the Committee
of Veterans.

Senator TANADA. No, I think it should be better
that we call it a Veterans Claims Commission.

Senator ZULUETA. A good idea.

ENMIENDA TANADA

Senator TANADA. Mr. President, I, therefore, pro-
pose now the following amendment: On line 3,
between the words “be” and “under” insert the
following: “KNOWN AS THE VETERANS CLAIMS
COMMISSION.”

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. Is there any objection?
(Silence.) The Chair hears none. The amend-
ment is approved. :

Senator TARADA. Now, my last amendment is the
following: Between sections 2 and 3, insert a new
section which shall be known as section 3 and which
shall read as follows:
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“Sec. 3. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION,—
The members of the Commission shall at the time of their
appointment be citizens of the Philippines, Provided, how-
ever, That at least one member of the Commission shall be

a veteran of the last World War of good standing, and
another a member of the Bar who has practiced law for

at least five years prior to his appointment, or held during
a like period an office in the Philippine Government requiring
admission to the practice of law as an indispensable pre-
requisite.”

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection

the amendment is approved. (There was none.)
Senator TANADA. Mr. President, as a conseguence,

the subsequent sections should be renumbered ac-
cordingly.

Senator ZULUETA. Accepted.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the amendment is approved. (There was none.)

ENMIENDA FRIMICIAS A LA ENMIENDA

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, for an amend-
ment: delete the title of the new section 3 because
all the other sections have no headings.

Senator TANADA. I have no objection to deleting
the title of the section.

The ACTING PRESIDENT. Is there any objection to
the amendment? (Silence.) The Chair hears
none. The amendment is approved.

Senator ZULUETA. Mr. President, if there are no
other amendments, I ask that the bill be approved

on second reading as amended.

APROBACION EN SEGUNDA LECTURA
DEL 3. NO. 547

The AcTING PRESIDENT. Those who are in favor
of the bill as amended will please say aye. (Sev-
eral senators: Aye.) Those who are against will
please say nay. (Silence.) The bill is approved
on second reading.

SUSPENSION DE LA SESION

Senator PriMicias. Mr. President, I ask for sus-
pension of the session until this afternoon at 5:00
o'clock.

The AcTING PRESIDENT. If there is no objection,
the session is suspended until this afternoon at 5:00
o'clock., (There was none.)

Eran las 12:55 p.m.

REANUDACION DE LA SESION

Se reanuda la sesion a las 5:50 p.m., ocupando el
estrado el Presidente, Hom. Eulogio Rodriguez, Sr.
El PRESIDENTE. Se reanuda la sesidn.
DESPACHO DE NUEVOS ASUNTOS QUE ESTAN SOBRE
LA MESA DEL PRESIDENTE

Léase los informes recibidos.
El SECRETARIO:

INFORMES DE COMITE
(Informe Niimero 1505)

ME. PRESIDENT:

1

The Committee on Finance to which was referred Senate
No. 621, 3rd C. R. P, introduced by Senator Kanglein,
entitled: .

An Act to establish the commissioned service of the
Philippine Coast and Geodetic Survey, and for other
purposes,

has considered the same and has the honor to report it
back to the Senate with the following recommendation:

That it be referred to the Committee on National
Defense and Security as a matter properly cognizable
by that committee.

Respectfully submitted:
{(Sgd.) GIL J. PoOvar
Chatrman
Committee on Finance
The Honorable
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
Manila

El PRESIDENTE, Al Comité de Defensa y Seguri-

dad Nacional.
El SECRETARIO:

{Informe Nuamero 1506)
Mg. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Public Works and Communiecations to
which was referred Senate Bill No. 659, 8rd C. R. P., in-
troduced by Senator Mabdnag, entitled:

An Act abolishing engineering surcharges on Public
Works expenditures, and for other purposes,
has considered the same and has the honor to report it
back to the Senate with the following recommendation:
That it be approved without amendment.
Respectfully submitted:
(Sgd.). ArLero MaBiAwac
Chairman
Committee on Public Works and

Communications

The Honorable

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Manila

El PrResSIDENTE. Al calendario de asuntos ordina-
rios. '
El SECRETARIO :

(Informe Namero 1507)
MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Public Works and Communications to
which was referred Senate Bill No. 595, 3rd C. R. P., in-
troduced by Senator Cuenco, entitled:

An Act to amend certain items under Republic Act
Numbered Fourteen hundred eleven,
has considered the same and has the honor to report it back
to the Senate with the following recommendation:

That it be approved without amendment.

Respectfully submitted:
(Sgd.) Aiero Mapiwac

Chairman
Committee on Public Works and
Communications
The Honorable :
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
Manila

El PRESIDENTE. Al calendario de asuntos ordina-
rios.
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